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A  beautiful  fall  day,  at  our  dock  on  hake  Winnipesaukee,  October  1 994 


It 

the  norweb  collection: 

When  Great  Collections  Are  Sold, 
Bowers  and  Merena  Sells  Them! 


THIS  LOVELY  PORTRAIT  IS 

Emery  May  Holden  at  the  age  of  13,  approximately  the  same 
age  when  she  began  coin  collecting,  a  hobby  she  shared  with 
her  father,  Albert  Fairchild  Holden.  An  industrialist  and 
philanthropist,  he  acquired 
and  preserved  the  finest  speci¬ 
mens  from  leading  collections 
of  his  day.  Upon  his  death, 
this  superb  cabinet  passed  to 
his  daughter  Emery  May, 
who  in  due  course  became 
Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb. 


MRS.  NORWEB 

expanded  the  collection  con¬ 
siderably,  buying  from  Virgil 
Brand,  leading  dealers,  and 
others,  sometimes  purchas¬ 
ing  collections  intact  to  ac¬ 
quire  just  a  few  choice  pieces. 
By  the  time  of  her  passing, 
the  collection  ranked  as  one 
of  the  most  important  cabi¬ 
nets  ever  assembled,  including 
memorable  rarities  from 
colonials  to  $20  gold,  with 
emphasis  throughout  on  ex¬ 
ceptional  quality. 


WHEN  THE  TIME 

came  to  sell  this  magnificent 
collection,  The  Norweb  fam¬ 
ily,  (including  R.  Henry 
Norweb,  Jr.  and  Libby  Norweb) 
consigned  their  collection  of  U.S. 
coins  to  us.  When  the  event  was  concluded, 
the  coins  realized  $20,000,000 — over  twice 
the  pre-sale  estimate! 


THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION 

stands  today  as  the  second  most  valuable  col¬ 
lection  of  U.S.  coins  ever  sold  at  auction  (ex¬ 
ceeded  only  by  our  sale  of  the  Garrett  Col¬ 
lection  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
for  $25,000,000).  The  Norweb  family  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  active  in  numismatics,  and  R. 


Henry,  Jr.  recently  completed  an  illustrious  term  as  president 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  New  York . 


OVER  THE  YEARS,  WE  HAVE 

sold  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  coins  for  over 

10,000  consignors,  ranging 
from  important  private  cabi¬ 
nets  such  as  the  Norweb  Col¬ 
lection,  to  institutional  collec¬ 
tions  such  as  those  of  The  New 
York  Public  Library,  Stetson 
University,  and  many  others. 


WHEN  THE  TIME 

comes  for  you  to  sell,  there  is 
one  obvious  choice,  Auctions 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Inc. 
Of  the  top  ten  world’s  record 
prices  for  American  coins,  we 
hold  six — more  than  all  of  our 
competitors  combined.  Fur¬ 
ther,  of  the  three  most  valu¬ 
able  United  States  coin  collec¬ 
tions  ever  to  cross  the  auction 
block,  we  catalogued  and  sold 
all  three. 


WHETHER  YOUR 

collection  is  worth  several 
thousand  dollars  or  several 
million  dollars,  we  look  for¬ 
ward  to  working  with  you. 
We  offer  an  unequaled  record 
of  success,  award-winning 
“Grand  Format™”  catalogues 
with  preparation  by  some  of  the 
world’s  best  known  numismatic 
professionals,  and  the  showcasing  of  your 
coins  to  our  worldwide  mailing  list. 


YOUR  TELEPHONE  CALL 

to  Dr.  Rick  Bagg,  our  Director  of  Auc¬ 
tions,  will  bring  our  immediate  response. 
There  is  no  obligation — just  the  opportunity 
to  sell  your  individual  coins,  or  yourcomplete 
collection,  for  the  very  best  market  price. 
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Subscribe  Today! 

A  twelve-month  subscription  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five 
Grand  Format™  public  auction  catalogues 
(with  prices  realized),  and  special  offers  and 
mailings.  Value:  Nearly  $200  at  the  cover  prices! 

Domestic  Subscription .  $79.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail) $135.00 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail)  ...  $185.00 


Change  of  seasons:  The  brightly-colored  autumn  leaves  have  come  and  gone  in  the  Lakes 
Region  of  New  Hampshire,  and  before  long  we’ll  have  a  mantle  of  white  on  the  Town  Park  next 
door  to  our  town  house  (built  in  1906-1907,  and  now  our  offices).  Most  tourists  and  seasonal 
visitors  are  gone,  and  until  snow  falls  and  skiers  arrive,  we  locals  have  our  town  back.  However, 
tourists  with  cheery  smiles  and  eager  anticipation  are  always  welcome  and,  in  fact,  form  the 
mainstay  of  Wolfeboro’s  business. 

How  are  things?  Numismatically,  on  a  scale  from  1  to  1 0,  everything  is  a  9  (this  leaves  some  small  room 
for  improvement,  but  not  much).  Each  day  1  personally  check  each  outgoing  order  that  Gail  Watson  and 
Beth  Piper  fulfill,  and  1  am  delighted  at  the  diversity  of  the  items  we  are  selling.  Within  the  past  24  hours, 

I  have  seen  high-grade  1 795, 1 855,  and  1 864  silver  dollars  go  to  three  different  clients,  a  pair  of  low-mintage 
$3  gold  coins  to  another,  a  starter  collection  of  commemoratives  to  still  another,  and  an  inexpensive  Hard 
Times  token  to  still  a  further  client,  among  other  shipments.  Our  main  “problem”  is  keeping  coins  in  stock. 

As  soon  as  this  Rare  Coin  Review  is  in  circulation,  many  items  will  sell  right  away. 
Unfortunately,  there  is  no  wholesale  source  for  us  to  turn  to  for  replenishment.  Rather, 
buying  coins  is  a  careful,  painstaking  process  taking  much  effort  by  Mark  Borckardt,  Ray 
Merena,  and  me.  Mark  just  returned  from  a  week-long  transcontinental  buying  trip. 

Our  new  “Order  It  Today,  Enjoy  It  Tomorrow”  service  is  extremely  popular. 
Yesterday  afternoon,  the  Federal  Express  representative  left  with  orders  on  their  way  to 
various  places  around  the  globe.  Today,  those  same  coins  are  being  enjoyed  by  their  new 
owners.  To  request  this  service,  just  call  your  coin  order  in  before  1  p.m.  E.S.T.;  the  charge 
is  just  $10  for  an  order  under  $300,  and  FREE  above  that  limit. 

Too  cheap?  I  can’t  get  used  to  how  cheap  silver  commemorative  coins  are  from  the 
classic  1892-1954  era.  Aset  put  together  today,  and  consisting  of  high-quality  coins  (say, 
from  MS-63  to  MS-65),  is  cheaper  now  than  it  was  five  or  six  years  ago!  As  I  see  it,  there 
are  two  explanations  for  this: 

1 .  Price  quotes  to  an  extent  are  driven  by  listings  in  The  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  and  other  listings, 
which  give  “generic”  prices,  without  consideration  for  quality.  In  other  words,  prices  are  for  the  “worst  possible 
coins”  from  a  quality  viewpoint.  To  acquire  quality,  we  pay  well  over  such  listings,  but  the  lower  prices  are  still 
there  in  big,  bold  print  for  all  to  see.  Personally,  1  would  rather  pay  35%  over  “bid”  price  to  buy  a  selected  quality 
early  commemorative  than  buy  at  a  50%  discount  a  spotted,  unattractive  piece.  Sometimes,  people  forget  that 
buying  coins  is  not  like  buying  Panasonic  electronic  gizmos,  or  Campbell’s  soup,  where  everyone  is  selling  the 
same  thing,  and  it  pays  to  buy  as  cheaply  as  possible.  In  just  about  every  instance  I  have  seen,  those  who  put 
price  foremost  in  their  coin  buying  search  end  up  with  the  lowest  quality. 

2.  Still  on  the  subject  of  commemoratives,  all  of  the  (deservedly)  bad  press  many  of  the  new  commemo¬ 
ratives  of  the  1 990s  have  been  getting  does  the  market  for  older  issues  no  good.  An  example  is  the  abject  failure 
of  the  marketing  program  for  that  “marvelous”  set  of  1994  World’s  Cup  commemoratives.  Quite  forgotten 
is  the  fact  that  older,  classic  silver  issues  from  the  1 892- 1 954  era,  often  with  mintages  in  the  1 0,000  to  25,000 
range,  can  be  bought  for  a  few  hundred  dollars,  or  even  much  less. 

Sometime  in  the  future,  many  of  us  will  probably  re-read  an  old  copy  of  the  present  Rare  Coin  Review  No. 
102  and  wonder  why  we  didn’t  take  out  a  second  mortgage  to  buy  every  quality  commemorative  in  sight! 

What  is  the  secret  ofyour  success?  This  is  a  question  I  am  asked  from  time  to  time.  In  a  world  of  rapidly- 
changing  politics,  economics,  and  numismatics,  year  in  and  year  out  we  have  worked  hard  to  build  what 
may  well  be  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  America  today.  The  secret  is  simple:  We  do  our  best 
to  deliver  a  dollar’s  worth  of  true  value  for  a  dollar  paid.  We  challenge  you  to  take  this: 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  Comparison  Test:  After  you  receive  your  coins  from  us,  compare  their  quality 
and  value  with  coins  from  any  other  source.  (You  must  examine  the  coins  in  person;  a  comparison  of 
advertised  prices  without  seeing  the  quality  is  absolutely  meaningless.)  If  you  don’t  agree  that  the  coins  you 
buy  from  us  are  equal  to  or  better  than  the  values  from  any  other  source,  just  return  them  within  30  days 
(7  days  for  certified  coins)  for  an  instant  refund. 

From  Wolfeboro,  NH,  deep  in  the  heart  of  old-time  New  England,  our  staff  of  over  two  dozen  people 
is  eager  to  serve  you.  We  will  do  our  best  to  make  you  a  customer  not  only  for  this  issue  of  /  he  Rare  Coin 
Review,  but  for  all  of  your  collecting  life! 

We  all  look  forward  to  your  order! 

Sincerely, 


Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman 


COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 


Colonial  coins,  including  state  coins  and  pieces 
honoring  George  Washington,  are  among  the  most 
fascinating  of  United  States  series.  First,  there  are 
many  different  die  varieties,  each  with  different 
characteristics.  Further,  the  elements  of  planchet 
stock,  striking,  and  wear  combine  to  give  each  coin 
a  personality.  And,  each  series  has  a  good  measure 
of  exciting  American  history. 

If  you  become  interested,  an  essential  volume  is 
Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  In 
addition,  there  are  numerous  fine  monographs  on 
state  coinage  and  other  series,  including  Ryder  and 
Richardson  on  Vermont  coppers  (“Ryder”  num¬ 
bers),  Miller  on  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts 
copper  coins  (“M”  numbers),  Maris  on  New  Jersey 
coppers  (“M”  numbers,  but  from  a  different  au¬ 
thor),  Baker  and  Fuld  on  Washington  pieces  and  so 
on.  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  in  the  fore 
pan  gives  a  nice  overview  of  Colonial  coins  and  also 
a  bibliography  from  which  you  may  choose  any 
number  of  additional  references.  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
(“Breen”  numbers)  is  highly  recommended  for  the 
advanced  numismatist. 

Approval  service:  The  best  way  to  see  if  a  particu¬ 
lar  colonial  coin  is  just  right  for  you  is  to  view  it 
leisurely  in  your  home  or  office.  Any  item  listed  can 
be  sent  to  you  on  approval  for  your  inspection  ifyou 
are  a  regular  client  or  have  established  credit.  Ifyou 
are  considering  buying  one  Connecticut  copper 
(for  example),  why  not  ask  to  view  three  or  four, 
and  then  take  your  pick? 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many 
colonial  coins  of  interest,  with  emphasis  on  the 
state  copper  coinages  of  the  1780s.  As  always,  we 
guarantee  you’ll  be  pleased. 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


(1688)  N-4E.  MS-60.  American  Plantations  to¬ 
ken.  a.k.a.  Plantation  “Halfpence.”  Breen-78. 
MS-60  or  better  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces. 
This  is  the  circa  1828  restrike  (although  the  ob¬ 
verse  die  break  normally  seen  is  not  present  on  this 
specimen).  Due  to  the  nature  of  composition 
(tin),  most  of  these  are  seen  with  heavy  corrosion. 
This  is  a  pleasant  exception  to  the  rule!  1,995.00 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  “the  first  authorized 
coinage  for  the  British  colonies  in  America”  (per  the  Guide  Book), 
and  are  believed  to  have  been  made  under  a  franchise  given  to 
Richard  Holt  in  1688.  Over  the  years  they  have  been  assigned 
different  names  by  numismatists.  Currendy,  it  is  known  as  the 
American  Plantations  token  in  the  Guide  Book,  which  assigns  it 
a  denomination  value  of  one  farthing  (1/4  of  a  penny),  or,  per 
Walter  Breen,  a  “Plantation  halfpenny.”  The  denomination  on 
the  coin  itself  is  expressed  as  1  /24th  real.  In  the  Spanish  system, 
eight  reales  equaled  one  dollar,  and  two  reales  (or  bits),  equaled 
25  cents  (the  term  “two  bits”  for  the  American  quarter  dollar  has 
thisorigin).  1 /24th  part  real,  would  thus  be  1  /24th  of  12.5  cents, 
or  about  a  halfpenny  (although  the  British  and  Spanish  denomi¬ 
nations  cannot  be  converted  evenly). 

1722  Rosa  Americana.  Penny.  VF-35.  Medium 
yellow-brown.  A  nice  example .  445.00 


1723  B-96  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  MS-62.  A 

deep  bold  strike  with  exquisite  definition  of 
detail,  including  on  the  monarch's  hair  strands 
and,  on  the  reverse  rose  petal  details.  A  superb 

specimen .  1,950.00 

1723  Rosa  Americana.  Twopence.  EF-40.  Some 
planchet  and  other  marks,  but  attractive  overall. 
Largest  and  most  impressive  of  the  Rosa  Ameri¬ 
cana  denominations .  395.00 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-64  RD.  90%  bright 
mint  red  fading  to  brown  on  the  devices.  One  of 
the  finest  we  have  ever  seen . 875.00 

These  pieces,  dated  1773,  were  struck  in  England,  and  did 
not  arrive  in  the  colony  ofVirginia  until  1775,  by  which  time  the 


sparks  of  the  American  Revolution  had  been  ignited  and  the 
coins  could  not  circulate  effectively.  Several  thousand  of  these 
were  kept  together,  and  in  the  1 870s  were  disposed  of  in  a  hoard 
in  the  Col.  Mendes  1.  Cohen  estate.  This  group  is  the  source  of 
most  Mint  State  pieces  seen  today.  By  now  in  the  1990s,  the 
group  has  been  fairly  widely  dispersed. 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  after  GEORGIVS.  7 
Harpstrings.  MS-63  RB . 650.00 

1773  Virginia.  Halfpenny.  Without  period  after 
GEORGIVS.  AU-55 . 295.00 


Carolina  Elephant  Token  O  over  E 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  Token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled  as 
PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attractive 
light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear.  El¬ 
ephant  well  defined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  most 
lettering  clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well 
defined.  A  classic  early  rarity . 4,495.00 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining  to 
New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been  made  in 
the  British  Isles  under  circumstances  not  well  recorded.  The 
intent  of  the  presently  offered  piece  was  to  circulate  in  the 
Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  attention  to  settlements  there.  Most 
examples  probably  circulated  at  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 

1 762-BB  French  Colonies.  Sou  Marque.  EF-45.  Most 
original  silvering  still  in  tact . 195.00 

1767- A  French  Colonies.  Copper  sou.  No  Coun¬ 
terstamp.  AU-50. 191.5  grains.  Considerably  scarcer 
without  RF  counterstamp  than  with  it.  Indeed, 
Walter  Breen  speculated  that  over  98%  of  this 
mintage  ( 1 .6  million  pieces)  was  counterstamped! 
Mahogany  and  tan  surfaces . 995.00 

1786  Ryder-11.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-4+. 

F-15.  Indigenous  Vermont  coinage  by  Reuben 
Harmon,  Esq.  On  somewhat  rough  planchet  as 
always  seen.  Quite  elusive .  1,495.00 

A  nice  example  of  this  fairly  scarce  variety,  believed  to  have 
been  made  at  Rupert,  Vermont  (instead  of  Machin’s  Mills),  and 
thus  constituting  one  of  the  relatively  few  varieties  of  indigenous 
Vermont  coinage  bearing  a  portrait  (in  this  case,  of  King  George 
II,  but  not  identified  as  such).  Smooth  light  brown  surfaces.  A 
planchet  defect  is  seen  at  the  center  of  the  obverse,  and  some 
minor  planchet  marks  are  seen  on  the  reverse,  but  overall  this  is 
in  the  top  20%  quality-wise  of  this  issue. 

1788  R-16.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  VG-8. 149.(X) 

1787  Miller  4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left, 
Horned  Bust  variety  (so-called  from  a  die  break 
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extending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die, 
with  heavy  clash  marks  beneath  the  R  in 
AUCTORI.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popular 

variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . 795.00 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left,  Horned 
Bust  Variety.  EF-45.  From  the  late  die  state  with 
horn  break  from  shoulder,  and  clash  marks 
beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI.  Slightly  rough  dark 
brown  surfaces  converge  on  olive  and  mahogany 
in  areas.  Some  natural  obverse  planchet  flaws  as 
made.  Sharp  and  attractive  for  the  grade. 495.00 
1785  M4.1-F.4.  Connecticut.  African  Head.  F- 12. 
Some  faintness  of  strike  and  light  porosity,  typical 


for  this  issue.  Nearly  full  date  on  flan . 295.00 

1786  M5.2-I.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-3.  F- 
12.  Dark  and  slightly  rough  surfaces . 135.00 


This  piece  has  the  sharpness  of  a  VF-20  or  better  coin,  is 
quite  well  defined  for  the  grade,  but  has  some  planchet  flaws  (not 
unusual  for  the  issue)  visible  at  the  centers. 

1786  M5.4-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-2. 
VF-25.  Struck  slightly  ofF  center,  affecting  the 
tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse  and  INDE  on 
the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown . 375.00 

1786  M5. 4-0. 1 .  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-2. 

F-15.  Planchet  flaws  on  obverse . 95.00 

1787  M1.2-C.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  R-3. 

F-15.  The  popular  “Muttonhead”  or  “Bradford 
Head”  variety.  From  the  late  lapped  state  of  the 
obverse  die,  with  central  portrait  edges  weakened 
as  a  result.  Medium  tan  surfaces.  An  edge  clip  is 
noted  at  7:00  relative  to  the  obverse . 399.00 

The  so-called  Muttonhead  or  Bradford  copper  is  among  the 
more  curious  varieties  in  the  Connecticut  series.  Although 
probably  made  circa  1787,  its  distinctive  style  is  different  from 
others  made  that  year,  it  is  not  die-linked  with  the  main  series, 
and  the  manufacturer  remains  unknown  to  this  day. 

1787  Ml  1.2-K.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-3. 
VG-8. Double  struck  at  the  top,  with  a  small  “tab” 
displaying  on  the  reverse  a  duplication  of  certain 
reverse  motifs,  namely  the  head  of  the  goddess  and 
the  top  of  the  pole  hand.  Excellent,  deep  defini¬ 
tion  of  denticles  separates  the  two  images.  Medium 
brown  surfaces .  595.00 

1787  M12-Q.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-5. 
VG-10.  1787  over  1877  overdate.  Medium 
brown . 295. 00 

The  overdate  is  boldly  visible.  The  die  cutter  transposed  the  two 
central  digits,  inadvertendy  dating  the  coin  nearly  a  century  ahead 
of  its  time!  The  error  was  corrected  before  coins  were  struck,  the 
figures  were  overpunched,  and  the  result  is  this  curious  overdate. 

1787  M17-g.3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R-4. 
VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown . 375.00 

1787  M30-hh.l.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R- 
2.  VF-35.  . . 475.00 

1787  M30-hh.l.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
Rarity-2.  VF-30.  From  our  sale  of  the  celebrated 
Norweb  Collection  (Part  II,  March  1988,  lot: 
2526).  Glossy  golden  brown  surfaces.  From  a  late 
state  of  the  dies,  with  moderate  break  at  reverse 
rim  from  5:00  to  the  shield.  Additionally,  a  break 
appears  in  the  obverse  field  beneath  the  portrait’s 
shoulder.  Popular  and  desirable  ET  LIR  variety.  A 
tiny  edge  cut  is  at  2:00  relative  to  the  obverse,  and 
some  faint  reverse  scratches  are  noted  on  the 
shield.  Approaches  Condition  Census. ...  345.00 


1787  M31.1-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 
1 5.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet  defect 

on  rim . 165.00 

1787  M31.1-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.. 

VG-8 . 85.00 

1787  M31.1-gg.  1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VG-8 . 65.00 

1787  M31.2-r.3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VG-8 . 89.00 

1787  M31.2-r.3.  Connecticut .  Draped  Bust  Left.  G- 

5 . 65.00 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20 . 275.00 

1787  M33.36-T.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-30.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is  seen  at 
the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  striking  up  (not 
unusual  for  the  variety).  Very  attractive.  325.00 
1787  M-33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-30.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces. ..  375.00 
1787  M33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R- 
4-.  F- 1 2.  Medium  brown.  Old  attribution  number 
inked  in  left  obverse  field  (usually  removable  if 

desired.)  . 135.00 

1787  M33.7-R.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 

15.  Very  faint  porosity . 155.00 

1787  M34-FF.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R- 
5.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Small  planchet 

streak  on  obverse.  Attractive . 325.00 

1787  M36-L.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VG- 

8 . 135.00 

1787  M37.3-i.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R-3. 
VF-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 345.00 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF- 

20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail  for 
the  grade . 295.00 

1788  M2-D.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  R-2. 

VG-8 . 95.00 

1788  Mll-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 
15 . 195.00 

1786  Maris  17-K.  New  Jersey.  R-4.  F-12.  ...275.00 
1786M24-p.  Newjersey.  VF-35.  Light  brown.  Struck 

on  a  minutely  porous  planchet.  Very  good  detail 
except  for  center  of  reverse  shield,  which  is  lightly 
impressed,  as  made,  and  which  shows  the  original 
planchet  characteristics . 975.00 

1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  VF-20.  Attractive  light 

brown  surfaces . 395.00 

1787  M32-T.  Newjersey.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275.00 
1787  M48-g.  Newjersey.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly  po¬ 
rous  olive  and  tan  surfaces . 149.00 

1787  M63-q.  Newjersey.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown 
surfaces . 395.00 

Overstruck  Maris  73-aa 


1787  M73-aa.  Newjersey.  Rarity-5.  VF-35.  Boldly 


overstruck  ona  1787  Connecticut  copper,  Miller- 
1 0E,  a  Low  Rarity-6  variety  in  its  own  right.  Also 
clearly  double  struck.  Near  the  Condition  Census. 
Attractive  mahogany  and  olive  surfaces  display  a  few 
natural  planchet  flaws,  otherwise  quite  choice.  A  nice 
coin  for  the  advanced  specialist.  From  our  sale  of  the 

Henry  Garrett  Collection:  1442 .  2,950.00 

1788  M-10-L.  Massachusetts.  VF-30.  Glossy  brown. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  from  a  New  England 

collection . 495.00 

1787  Vlack-17-87B.  Machin’s  Mills  imitation 
halfpenny.  F-15 . 295.00 


1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee.  MS-65.  Choice  dark  tan 
with  traces  of  mint  red.  Especially  nice.  1,295.00 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  were  merchants  in  the  southern  part 
of  Manhattan,  engaged  in  the  import  trade.  These  tokens, 
denominated  as  cents,  were  produced  in  Birmingham,  England 
and  were  intended  for  wide  distribution  in  America.  As  it  turned 
out,  many  thousands  were  taken  in  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
and  planchets  for  were  cut  from  them  to  make  half  cents. 

(1795)  Kentucky.  Plain  Edge.  EF-40 . 275.00 

1783  Washington.  Double  Head  cent.  VF-20.  149.00 
1783  Washington.  Large  Military  Bust.  EF-45. 340.00 
1795  Washington.  Liberty  &  Security  penny.  VF- 

20 . 275.00 

1795  B-1260,  B-31.  Washington.  Liberty  and  Secu¬ 
rity  halfpenny.  VF-30.  PAYABLE  IN  LONDON 

LIVERPOOL  OR  BRISTOL  edge . 250.00 

1795  B- 1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS-60.  Lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown  with  some 
traces  of  faded  mint  red . 640.00 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England  for 
the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment  was  on 
Wormwood  St. 

1787  N  18-H.l.  Fugio  Cent.  R-6.  VG-8.  375.00 


Half  Cents 


Half  cents  were  minted  intermittently  from  1793- 
1857,  and  are  classified  by  “B”  and  “C”  numbers, 
from  these  reference  books:  Walter  Breen 's  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  Half Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger 
S.  Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

Important  design  types  include  the  unique  style  of 
1793  with  head  facing  left;  different  variations  of 
1794-1797  with  head  facing  right,  and  with  Libert)’ 
cap  and  pole;  1800-1808  Draped  Bust  right;  1809- 
1836  Classic  Head,  and  1840-1857  Braided  Hair 
(also  called  Coronet)  type. 
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1  Breen- 3c,  Cohen-3a.  Plain  Edge.  AG-3.99.00 

Last  vc dr  of  the  Liberty  Cap  and  Pole  type;  dies  dated 
179”'  were  used  through  1798. 

1802/0  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  Reverse  of  1802.  G-6. 
Dark  brown  surfaces  as  typical.  An  attractive 
specimen  of  the  key  date  among  Draped  Bust  half 
cents . 695.00 

All  specimens  are  believed  to  have  been  struck  on  cut-down, 
misstruck  large  cents,  although  only  rarely  is  any  trace  of  the 
undertvpe  seen  (nor  is  it  seen  on  this  coin). 

1803  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-4+,  and  thus  rare.  Net  grade,  G-5. 
Minor  corrosion.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  ..  155.00 

1 804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very 

lustrous  brown  surfaces . 725.00 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  F-15 . 95.00 

1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  G-5.  Die 
State  5,  with  rim  break  over  RTY . 49.00 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  Stemless.  EF-45.  Ob¬ 

verse  double  struck,  with  two  facial  outlines  and 
duplication  of  certain  other  features.  A  very 
curious  item .  895.00 

A  candidate  for  “show  and  tell”  at  your  next  coin  club 
meeting! 

1805  B-l,  C-l.  Small  5,  Stemless.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces . 875.00 

The  formation  of  a  specialized  die  variety  collection  of 
Draped  Bust  half  cents  minted  1800-1808  is  an  interesting 
pursuit  in  itself.  The  series  is  small,  compact,  and  relatively  easy 
to  attribute.  With  a  few  exceptions,  most  varieties  can  be 
acquired  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU,  and  some  even  exist  in  Mint 
State.  While  a  collection  can  be  gathered  by  Breen  or  Cohen 
numbers,  an  ideal  starting  point  is  to  acquire  the  basic  varieties 
listed  in  the  Guide  Book. 

1805  B-l,  C-l.  Medium  5,  Stemless  Wreath.  EF-40. 

Attractive  tan . 335.00 

1806  B-3,  C-l.  Small  6,  Stemless  Wreath.  EF-40. 

Pleasing  tan  surfaces . 175.00 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  AU-58.  Variety  with  tall  second  8. 

Lustrous  golden  brown.  Close  examination  reveals 
a  tiny  nick  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck .  1,450.00 

Half  cents  dated  1 808  are  very  difficult  to  find  in  grades  of 
EF-40  or  finer.  Apparently,  most  were  widely  circulated  at  the 
time  of  mintage,  and  few  if  any  were  ever  kept  in  hoards.  Further, 
it  is  believed  that  the  Mint  report  for  this  calendar  year  may  have 
included  some  pieces  made  from  dies  dated  1807  and/or  1806. 

1809  B-5,  C-5.  9  over  inverted  9.  Classic  Head.  EF- 

40 . 179.00 

The  engraver  first  punched  the  9  in  an  inverted  position 
(thus  resembling  a  6),  and  then  corrected  it.  Sometimes  called 
an  “overdate,”  but  impossible  as  such,  as  1809  (not  1806)  is 
the  first  year  of  the  Classic  Head  motif. 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Variety  with  crisscrossed  die 
lines  to  right  of  6  in  date.  Deep  tan  color.  1 19.00 

Under  low  magnification,  there  is  a  veritable  waffle  grid  of 
raised  stray  die  marks  in  the  field,  a  curious  and  interesting  feature. 

1 828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-58.  Much  lustre  remains 

on  smooth  brown  surfaces . 195.00 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN.  A  splendid  lustrous  gem 

example.  Warm  brown  toning  with  gunmetal  blue 
highlights .  595.00 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63 . 475.00 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58.  Glossy  tan,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 210.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58.  Glossy  medium  tan  sur¬ 
faces . 135.00 

In  the  1950s,  when  we  purchased  numerous  groups  of 
unsorted  half  cents  from  the  public  (today,  unfortunately, 
such  groups  are  seldom  seen),  we  found  that  the  1833  was  the 
most  plentiful  of  the  later  Classic  Head  dates. 


1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Glossy,  tan 
surfaces  exhibit  iridescent  blue  and  violet  toning 

highlights  on  the  high  points . 595.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 115.00 

1835  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  AU-50.  Lustrous  brown . 11 5.00 

1 849  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  Large  Date.  EF-45.  A  low  mintage 

“sleeper”  date .  1 10.00 

The  1849  Large  Date  is  notable  as  the  only  readily 
collectible  issue  of  the  1 840s  (the  others  were  made  only  in 
Proof  format,  and  in  limited  numbers),  and  also  as  the  first 
business  strike  date  of  the  Braided  Hair  or  Coronet  design. 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  R-3.  AU-50 .  195.00 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  R-3.  EF-40 .  149.00 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 .  185.00 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  175.00 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79.00 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60 .  195.00 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  175.00 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58.  Olive-brown  surfaces  display 

hints  of  red  in  the  protected  areas . 135.00 


In  our  opinion,  the  business  strike  Braided  Hair  half 
cents  are  incredibly  cheap  today.  Consider  forming  a  com¬ 
plete  date  set,  which  would  include  these  years:  1849  Large 
Date,  1850,  1851,  1853,  1854,  1855,  1856,  and  1857. 
1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  lustrous  speci¬ 
men.  Outstanding  both  technically  and 

aesthetically .  1,395.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 
with  golden  brown  toning  and  gunmetal-blue 

highlights . 695.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63 . 325.00 

1 857  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  AU-58.  Struck  in  the  final  year  of  half 
cent  coinage.  Glossy  tan  surfaces.  Somewhat  scarcer 
than  generally  realized  (see  footnote) . 325.00 

In  his  1860  book,  A  Description  of  Ancient  and  Modem 
Coins  in  the  Cabinet  Collection  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States, 
James  Ross  Snowden  noted  this:  “In  the  year  1857,  the  old 
familiar  coppers  disappeared  from  among  our  authorized 
coins.  They  continued  to  be  coined  during  the  month  of 
January,  in  which  time  333,456  cents  and  35, 1 80  half  cents 
were  struck.  The  latter  were  nearly  all  retained  in  the  Mint, 
and  subsequently  melted  up,  this  denomination  having  been 
abolished  by  the  same  law  that  authorized  the  substitution  of 
the  nickel  for  the  copper  cent.”  Mint  Director  Snowden  took 
a  deep  interest  in  numismatics,  more  so  than  any  other  person 
in  his  position  before  or  since.  He  wrote  two  excellent  books 
(the  other,  published  in  1861,  was  on  Washington  medals), 
and,  was  largely  responsible  (in  our  opinion)  for  restriking 
activities  at  the  Mint  in  the  late  1850s. 


Large  Cents 


Large  cents,  minted  from  1793-1857  (with  the  soli¬ 
tary  exception  of  the  year  1 8 1 5)  are  classified  by  Sheldon 
numbers  (“S”  numbers)  as  described  in  Penny  Whimsy 
(covering  the  years  1793-1814)  and  in  Howard 
Newcomb’s  United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857 
(“N”  numbers).  In  addition  to  these  references,  several 
other  fine  texts  exist. 


Large  cents  can  be  collected  in  many  different  ways. 
The  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins  gives  a  basic  listing  of 
dates  and  major  varieties.  Key  dates  include  1793, 
1799,  and  1804. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval  any 
of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 

Attractive  1793  Chain  Cent 


1793  Sheldon-3.  Rarity-3.  Chain  AMERICA.  VG- 

10  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces.  Chain 
feature  especially  bold.  A  very  satisfying  specimen 
of  this  classic  early  design  type . 4,385.00 

Chain  cents  were  first  released  in  March  1 793.  The  design, 
now  a  collectors’  favorite,  met  with  some  criticism  in  the 
contemporary  press,  with  one  dispatch  noting  that  Miss  Liberty 
appeared  to  be  “in  a  fright,”  and  that  the  chain  device  was  but  an 
“ill  omen  for  liberty.”  Doubdess,  such  comments  prompted  a 
change  to  the  Wreath  type  next  produced. 

Glossy  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  S-8.  R-3.  Wreath.  VF-35  BN  (NGC).  Glossy 
golden  brown  surfaces.  Both  the  obverse  and 
reverse  show  excellent  centering.  Most  major  de¬ 
sign  features  show  bold  definition.  A  thoroughly 
attractive  and  desirable  example  of  this  celebrated 
one-year  design  type .  5,450.00 

The  design  is  attributed  by  tradition  to  Adam  Eckfeldt,  who 
for  many  years  was  the  Mint’s  chief  coiner. 

Pleasing  Fine  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  S-llc.  R-3.  Wreath.  F-15.  Lettered  edge, 
single  leaf  on  edge.  An  attractive  specimen  of  this 
classic  issue . 3,250.00 

From  the  same  dies  used  to  strike  S- 1 1  a  (vine  and  bars  edge) 
and  S-l  lb  (lettered  edge,  double  leaf). 
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Finest  Known  1794  Starred  Reverse  Cent 


1794  S-48.  Starred  Reverse.  R-5.  EF-45  (PCGS). 
The  finest  known  specimen  of  what  many  con¬ 
sider  to  be  the  most  famous  and  desired,  most 
celebrated,  of  all  rarities  in  the  entire  large  cent 
series.  This  specimen,  which  we  enjoyed  as  it  went 
through  our  hands  in  years  past,  traces  its  pedigree 
to  the  memorable  large  cent  collection  of  John  W. 
Adams,  later  being  a  part  of  the  incomparable  T  ed 
Naftzger  cabinet,  among  other  owners.  Any  ad¬ 
vanced  collection  of  large  cents  is,  to  a  degree, 
measured  by  the  quality  of  its  1794  Starred  Re¬ 
verse.  Once  this  example  is  sold,  it  may  be  many 
years,  if  ever,  before  it  comes  on  the  market  again. 
Hence,  the  advanced  specialist  and  connoisseur 
has  a  truly  remarkable  opportunity.  ..  89,500.00 

The  Starred  Reverse  is  unique  in  that  it  has  94  five-pointed 
stars,  finely  formed,  arranged  in  a  circle  around  the  border,  inter¬ 
spersed  among  the  denudes.  The  reason  for  the  addition  of  the  stars 
has  never  been  explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  everyone,  although 
there  have  been  many  conjectures  ranging  from  “an  idle  hour  at  the 
Mint”  (Dr.  William  H.  Shddon),  to  a  pattern.  Without  doubt,  the 
variety  is  at  once,  the  most  famous  and  the  most  enigmatic  of  the  cent 
varieties.  Indeed,  poems  have  been  written  about  this  coin,  and  even 
a  book  was  published  about  id  “Collectors  mendon  it  with  religious 
awe,”  noted  the  good  Dr.  Sheldon. 

1798  S-173.  Style  2  Hair.  F-12.  R-3.  Straight,  com¬ 
pact  date.  Readily  identifiable  by  the  rim  break 
above  RTY  on  the  obverse . 175.00 

1798  S-181.  R-3.  F-12.  Reverse  with  high  numerator 
and  large  denominator  in  fraction,  the  latter  dis¬ 
playing  repunching  within  the  zeroes . 325.00 

1800  S- 1 99.  R-3.  F-12.  Thin  date  numerals.  Deep 
brown  surfaces  with  lighter  brown  highlights  on 
the  high  points.  Aesthetically  appealing.  495.00 

1802  S-230.  EF-45.  Attractive  in  every  way.  1,095.00 

“Difficult  to  find  in  the  highest  grades  of  condition,” 
noted  Dr.  Sheldon. 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T  cut 

over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  Ad¬ 
vanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in  STATES.  A 
tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the  obverse  rim  at 
12:00 . 695.00 

This  is  a  fortunate  (for  the  collector)  instance  in  which 
one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  of  the  1802  year  is  also 
one  of  the  most  plentiful.  The  engraver  first  cut  the  word 
LIBERY,  then  realized  his  gaffe,  and  corrected  it. 

1803  S-258.  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  VF- 

30 . 339.00 

1803  S-260.  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  EF-45 
(PCGS).  From  an  early  state  of  the  obverse  die, 
before  die  sinking  caused  swelling  near  date  and 
lowest  hair  curls.  Glossy  deep  chocolate  brown 
surfaces.  A  choice  representative  of  the  grade  and 
variety . 950.00 

Although  S-260  is  a  plentiful  variety,  most  extant  speci¬ 
mens  are  in  lower  grades. 


1804  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Restrike . 975.00 

The  so-called  1 804  “restrike”  is  not  a  restrike  at  all,  but, 
rather,  is  a  concoction  made  in  the  mid- 19th  century  by  parties 
unknown,  but  probably  not  within  the  confines  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint.  A  rusted,  damaged  die  from  an  1 803  cent  was  altered 
by  changing  the  last  digit  to  4,  while  the  reverse,  rather  than 
being  of  the  type  originally  used  in  1 804,  is  from  the  continuous 
(not  open  at  the  top)  circular  wreath  style.  Quite  possibly,  it  was 
produced  to  create  a  “filler”  rather  than  to  deceive. 

1804  Restrike.  MS-63.  Attractive  tan . 725.00 

1806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  dates  of  its  era;  the  only  die  variety 
of  this  year.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  handsome 
addition  to  an  advanced  cabinet .  1,950.00 

1 809  S-280.  VF-30  (PCGS) .  Attractive  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Only  die  variety  of  the  year.  ...  1,395.00 

The  1809  is  generally  considered  to  be  the  scarcest  date 
of  the  Classic  Head  style. 

1814  S-294.  Crosslet  4.  VT-30.  A  very  pleasing 
specimen  with  brown  and  tan  surface  high¬ 
lights .  675.00 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  F-12.  An  attractive  olive-brown 
example . 175.00 

1816  Newcomb-5.  VT-20 . 75.00 

1817  N-l  1.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 295.00 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  (for  the 

variety)  and  with  a  generous  quotient  of  mint  lustre 
still  visible.  Lustrous  glossy  brown .  1,495.00 

This  has  always  been  one  of  our  very  favorite  large  cents 
among  19th-century  issues.  The  use  of  15  obverse  stars  is 
unexplained,  as  no  revision  of  the  star  count  was  planned  at  the 
time,  and  it  would  seem  that  if  a  die-cutting  error  were  made,  the 
number  would  varyjust  by  one  star  (hence  creating  12starsor  14 
stars).  The  variety  also  has  other  characteristics,  including  being 
the  only  issue  of  its  type  without  a  serif  to  the  1  ’s  in  the  date.  At 
the  risk  of  straining  credulity,  might  it  be  possible  that  this  die 
was  made  (or  at  least  the  details  finished)  outside  of  the  Mint.  Or, 
alternatively,  could  it  have  been  made  by  an  apprentice?  As  if  that 
were  not  enough,  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  were  not  parallel 
on  this  variety,  causing  the  lower  left  to  strike  more  deeply  than 
the  upper  right.  Were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  reverse  of  the 
variety  is  die-linked  to  other  cents,  we  would  suggest  that  this 
anomalous  issue  was  not  a  project  of  the  Mint  at  all,  but 
represented  some  experimental  venture  or,  less  charitably,  a 
counterfeit.  However,  struck  at  the  Mint,  it  undoubtedly  was, 
and  it  stands  today  as  one  of  the  most  curious  issues  of  its  time. 
A  very  nice  exposition  of  the  variety  appears  in  United  States 
Large  Cents,  1816-1839,  a  superb  book  byjohn  Noyes.  The  Cent 
Book,  byjohn  D.  Wright,  is  in  the  same  category  of  quality  and 
is  issued  by  the  same  printer  (we  do  not  stock  these  tides,  as  the 
publisher  does  not  give  discounts;  you  can  order  directly  from: 
Litho  Technical  Services,  1600  West  92nd  St.,  Bloomington, 
MN  55341). 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  AU-55.  Net  value  AU-50,  as 
it  is  somewhat  more  lightly  struck  than  usual 
around  the  top  borders.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  The  reverse,  if  graded  alone,  would 
challenge  the  MS-60  level .  1,250.00 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-45.  Pleasing  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Very  well  struck  (for  the  variety).  695.00 

1818  N-5.  R-3.  VF-30 .  165.00 

1818  N-6.  EF-45.  A  choice  chocolate  brown  speci¬ 
men . 215.00 

1818  N-10.  MS-63  RB.  A  splendid  coin . 495.0 

This  is  one  of  the  most  famous  constituents  of  the 
Randall  Hoard,  named  for  John  Swan  Randall,  a  Norwich, 
NY,  dry-goods  merchant  who  obtained  thousands  of  these 
pieces  in  the  19th  century  and  used  them  as  advertising 
pieces.  The  circumstances  of  origin  of  this  hoard  are  not 
known  with  certainty,  but  it  is  believed  that  one  or  more 
wooden  kegs  filled  with  U.S.  cents  dated  1816-1820  (but 


mostly  1818  and  1820)  were  found  beneath  a  railway  plat¬ 
form  in  Georgia  around  the  Civil  War.  Now,  in  the  1990s, 
the  Randall  Hoard  coins  have  been  widely  distributed. 

1819/8  N-l.  Overdate.  AU-50.  Pleasing  light  tan 
obverse  surfaces  with  the  reverse  displaying  mottled 
light  tan  and  deep  brown.  The  first  overdate 

among  Matron  Head  cents . 495.00 

1819/8  N-l.  Overdate.  EF-45.  Glossy  deep  tan  sur¬ 
faces  and  boldly  defined  design  elements.325.00 
1820  N-4.  R-4+.  VF-20.  Small,  evenly-spaced  date. 
Few  minor  nicks . 195.00 

Condition  Census  Candidate  1 822  Cent 


1822  N-l  1.  R-3.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Light  chocolate 
brown  surfaces.  John  Noyes  gives  the  Condition 
Census  as  ranging  from  MS-60+  to  MS-65+,  and, 
quite  probably,  this  coin  is  within  it  (although 
certain  members  of  the  Early  American  Coppers 
Club  will  be  quick  to  say  that,  in  general,  NGC  and 
PCGS  grades  can  be  different  from  “EAC  grades.” 
A  very  attractive,  quite  memorable  quality  speci¬ 
men  that  is  guaranteed  to  please . 2,995.00 

1826  N-5.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Obverse  rim  breakover 

star  6.  A  sharp,  lustrous  specimen.  Quite  possibly 
Condition  Census  (John  Noyes  gives  the  CC  as 
MS-63  ranging  upward  to  MS-65) .  1,575.00 

1 827  N-l .  VF-35.  Scarce  (R-2+)  variety.  Glossy  brown 

surfaces .  349.00 

1827  N-5.  AU-50  BN  (NGC) . 375.00 

1827  N-7.  VF-30 .  165.00 

1827  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN.  Attractive,  lustrous  light  tan 

surfaces  fading  from  mint  red . 2,450.00 

N-l  1  is  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  emerges  as  a  rarity  at 
this  level. 

1828  N-l.  Large  Date.  AU-58.  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Excellent  detail.  One  of  the  scarcer  “middle 


dates”  in  this  grade . 795.00 

1828  N-6.  Large  Date.  MS-60 . 575.00 


Walter  Breen  calls  this  the  “Blundered  Large  Date,”  noting 
that  “part  of  8  shows  between  82.” 

1833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An 
attractive,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  please  the 
variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type 
collector . 795.00 

The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8"  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1835  N-l  1 .  Small  Date,  Small  Stars.  R-5.  Seldom 
found  in  any  grade.  G-5 . 295.00 

1835  N-l 2.  Small  Date,  Small  Stars.  VF-25.  A  Con¬ 
dition  Census  specimen  of  a  rare  variety.  725.00 

Seemingly  equivalent  to  French:555  (later, 
Mendelson:493)  and  the  Carnegie  Institute  coins  (c.f.,  John 
Noyes  data). 

1836  N-3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Mostly  golden  brown 
with  traces  of  mint  red  noted  on  both  the  obverse 
and  reverse.  A  very  appealing  example.  ..  350.00 
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Coin  Quiz 

Animal  Farm 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


scribes  a  certain: 

a.  1817  cent. 

b.  1936  commemorative  half  dollar. 

c.  1807  cent. 

d.  1886  $5  Silver  Certificate. 

7 •  A  worm  (or  is  it  a  snake?;  specialists  are 
not  sure)  is  a  feature  of  the: 

a.  1921  Alabama  half  dollar. 

b.  1928-E  $1  note. 

c.  1826  Erie  Canal  medal  by  C.C.  Wright. 

d.  1783  Chalmers  shilling. 

8.  This  particular  being  is  said  to  be  a  “A 
Friend  to  the  Constitution,”  according  to  a 
certain  Hard  Times  token  design  and  inscrip¬ 
tion: 


We  give  clues  concerning  1 0  different  United  States  numis¬ 
matic  items  depicting  various  creatures.  How  many  can  you 
identify?  Get  six  or  more  right, 
and  you  are  doing  well.  Get 
eight  or  more  right,  and  you 
are  in  the  expert  class.  Answers 
are  given  at  the  end. 

1  •  An  eagle  is  found  as 
part  of  the  design  of  the: 

a.  1793  Wreath  cent. 

b.  1936  Cincinnati  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar. 

c.  1 804  silver  dollar. 

d.  1859  cent. 

2  •  A  diamondback  terra¬ 
pin  carrying  an  iron  safe  is  a 
design  feature  of  a  certain: 

a.  1837  Hard  Times  token. 

b.  1879  pattern  goloid  dol¬ 
lar. 

c.  Encased  postage  stamp. 

d.  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  gold  $20. 

3*  To  find  a  beaver,  one  should  seek  a: 

a.  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  gold  $20. 

b.  1922  Grant  half  dollar. 

c.  1 936  Albany  half  dollar. 

d.  1 884  pattern  nickel  five-cent  piece. 

4.  This  coin  shows  a  lion: 

a.  1 854  $20  gold. 

b.  1860  Mormon  $5  gold. 

c.  1849  Oregon  $10  gold. 

d.  1905  Denver  Mint  so-called  dollar. 

3»  If  you  look  carefully,  you’ll  find  a  moose  on  a: 

a.  1865  two-cent  piece. 

b.  1785  Connecticut  copper. 

c.  1803  $10  gold. 

d.  1 920  Maine  half  dollar. 

Specialists  are  aware  that  the  “Mouse  variety”  de- 


a.  Cow. 

b.  Gulian  C.  Verplanck. 


c.  Eastern  painted  turtle. 

d.  George  Washington. 

9.  A  whale,  with  Neptune 
riding  it,  can  be  found  on  a: 

a.  Canadian  Fisheries  token. 

b.  Hudson  commemorative  half 
dollar. 

c.  1872  pattern  Commercial 
Dollar. 

d.  1863  Fractional  Currency  54 
note. 

10.  A  standing  deer  is  a 
motif  on  a: 

a.  1934  Boone  Bicentennial  half 
dollar. 

b.  1862  Legal  Tender  $5  note. 

c.  1838  Hard  Times  token. 

d.  1 737  Higley  copper  threepence. 


■P'OI  ‘q-6  ‘*'8  ‘P-Z  ‘s-9  ‘P'$  ‘<\'t  ‘°-£  ‘E'Z  :Stf3AvSNV 


Trade  Dollar  Enthusiast  Writes 

“Dear  Dave: 

“I  was  glad  to  see  that  your  recent  auction  in  New  York 
did  so  well.  There  were  some  excellent  coins  listed  and  it  was 
no  surprise  that  the  sale  was  ‘spirited.’ 

“I  am  fairly  proud  of  an  addition  to  my  own  collection.  I 
recently  bought  a  1 875-CC  Type  I/II  (either  AU-58  or  MS- 
60,  it’s  pretty  close  either  way).  With  the  number  of  1875- 
CC’s  for  sale  at  any  one  time,  I  thought  that  this  variety  was 
going  to  be  easier  than  it  was.  But  as  you  noted  in  your  book, 
it’s  very  rare.  I  looked  at  many,  many  coins  (approximately 
40)  before  I  found  one.  The  only  other  one  I’ve  seen  is  an  EF 
that  you  had  advertised  about  18  months  ago  (for  a  very 
reasonable  price  given  its  rarity). 

“Sincerely, 

“J.K.” 
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COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


1836  N-3.  EF-45 .  160.00 

1836  N-7.  R-4.  F-12 . 50.00 

1837  N-17.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters.  R-4.  F- 

15 . 83.00 

1838  N-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 

ample  with  25%  or  more  of  the  surfaces  showing 
original  mint  red;  other  areas  naturally  faded  to 
brown . 895.00 

1839  N-2.  Head  of  1838;  reverse  with  line  under 

CENT.  AU-55.  Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces. 
R-2 . 350.00 

1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous  golden 
brown.  Scarce  and  desirable  so  fine . 2,1 50.00 

The  cents  of  1839  are  very  interesting  inasmuch  as  several 
different  hubs  were  used  to  make  them,  and  one  example  ( 1 839/ 
6  overdate)  is  from  a  leftover  die  from  several  years  earlier. 
Anyone  wanting  to  make  up  a  “collection  within  a  collection” 
would  do  well  to  assemble  the  major  varieties  of  this  year. 


Superb  Gem  1839  Silly  Head  l<t 


1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Silly 
Head.  A  magnificent  gem.  Although  listed  as  BN 
on  the  holder,  considerable  amount  of  faded  mint 
red  can  still  be  seen  on  the  obverse.  It  is  difficult  to 
imagine  that  more  than  just  a  tiny  handful  of 
comparable  examples  could  exist . 4,650.00 

1841  N-2.  R-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous 

brown  surfaces.  A  gorgeous  coin! . 550.00 

What  a  treat  it  would  be  to  have  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair 
large  cents  all  with  surfaces  such  as  this. 

1842  N-9.  Large  Date.  R-2.  AU-58.  Lustrous  light 

brown . 395.00 

1843  N-3.  Petite  Head.  F- 1 5 . 29.00 

1843  N-8.  Type  of  1842.  VF-35 .  120.00 

1843  N-10.  Type  of  1842.  MS-60.  A  R-3  variety. 

Medium  brown  surfaces  with  some  hints  of  ma¬ 
genta.  Very  lustrous .  575.00 

This  is  what  used  to  be  called  the  “Obverse  and  Reverse  of 
1 842”  variety,  having  as  it  does  a  slightly  different  configuration 
than  the  later  style. 

1844  N-5.  EF-45 . 210.00 

1844  N-5.  EF-40 .  195.00 

1845  N-6.  R-2.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) . 295.00 

1846  N-4.  Small  Date.  EF-45 .  140.00 

Notable  repunching  at  date,  described  as  “very  heavy”  by 
J.R.  Grellman  and  Jules  Reiver  in  their  master  work,  Attribu¬ 
tion  Guide  for  U.S.  Large  Cents  1840-1857. 

1846  N-6.  Small  Date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  395.00 


1846  N-l  1.  Medium  Date.  AU-50 .  165.00 

1847  N-10.  EF-40 .  129.00 

1847  N-13.  EF-45 . 245.00 

1848  N-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces . 475.00 

1848  N-l.  EF-45 .  160.00 

1848  N-la.  VG-10 . 35.00 

1848  N-2.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1848  N-3.  VF-35 . 90.00 


1848  N-6.  EF-45 .  145.00 

1848  N-8.  R-3-.  VF-25 . 69.00 

1848  N-8.  F-15 . 25.00 

1848  N-8.  F-12 . 19.00 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 95.00 

1848  N-12.  VF-25 . 45.00 

1848  N-13.  R-4+.  VF-25 .  55.00 

1848  N-17.  VF-25 . 49.00 

1848  N-20.  R-3.  VF-20 . 39.00 

1848  N-22.  R-4.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1848  N-22.  R-4.  EF-45 .  165.00 

1848  N-22.  R-4.  VG-10 . 19.00 

1848  N-23.  R-3+.  EF-45 . 210.00 

1848  N-23.  R-3+.  EF-40 .  135.00 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 .  165.00 

1848  N-25.  VF-35 . 115.00 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 90.00 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 .  175.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 95.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 75.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-25 . 45.00 

1848  N-28.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1848  N-28.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 . 65.00 

1848  N-29.  R-3-.  VF-35 . 110.00 

1848  N-29.  R-3-.  VF-30 . 79.00 

1848  N-30.  R-6-.  G-6 . 115.00 

1848  N-31.  EF-45 .  195.00 

1848  N-34.  R-5+.  F-12 . 95.00 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 115.00 

1848  N-37.  R-5.  VF-35 . 295.00 

1848  N-38.  R-4.  VF-25 . 85.00 

1848  N-39.  R-6-.  VF-20 . 250.00 

1848  N-4 1.  AU-50 . 295.00 

1848  N-4 1.  VF-30 . 75.00 

1848  N-42.  R-6.  G-5 . 75.00 

1848  N-44.  R-6+.  VG-8 . 225.00 


As  one  can  readily  see,  a  career  could  be  made  of  just 
collecting  the  different  cent  varieties  of  1 848! 

1849  N-ll.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Rich  glossy  brown 
surfaces.  A  thoroughly  attractive  example  of  this 
somewhat  scarce  (in  higher  grades)  date.  575.00 

1849  N-23.  R-3.  AU-55 . 495.00 

1849  N-23.  R-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  glossy  tan.  Hints 
of  mint  red  remain  in  the  recessed  areas.  295.00 

1850  N-19,16.  R-2.  AU-50 .  165.00 

1851  N-5.  AU-50 .  145.00 

1851  N-6.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295.00 

1851  N-13.  AU-58.  A  choice  coin  with  plenty  of 

lustre  and  with  splashes  of  mint  red  in  the  recessed 
areas . 175.00 

1852  N-3.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

surfaces  with  about  20%  to  30%  original  mint 
red.  Very  attractive! . 425.00 

1852  N-7.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 265.00 

In  our  opinion,  there  are  some  really  great  buys  to  be  made 
today  among  large  cents  in  Mint  State  levels  from  MS-60 
through  MS-63.  The  formation  of  a  date  and  major  variety  set 
(using,  for  example,  Guide  Book  listings)  of  Braided  Hair  cents 
1839-1857  is  a  fascinating  challenge 

1853  N-l 5.  R-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Particularly 
wide  borders.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces. ..  425.00 


1853  N-25.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 31 5.00 

1854  N-6.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 195.00 

1854  N-14.  AU-50 .  139.00 


1855  N-3.  Upright  5s.  AU-55 .  175.00 

1855  N-4.  Upright  5s.  MS-63  RB . 275.00 

1855  N-4.  Upright  5s.  AU-55 . 1  D.00 

1855  N-7.  Upright  5s.  AU-50 .  129.00 


1855  N-9.  Italic  5s.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces .  1,950.00 

As  a  class,  coins  with  italic  or  slanting  5s  are  rarer  than 
those  of  the  upright  5s  style.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
former  are  the  hallmark  of  J.B.  Longacre’s  work,  but  we  have 
seen  no  evidence  to  support  this.  Italic  5s  were  used  in  certain 


other  denominations  as  well. 

1855  N-12.  Upright  5s.  AU-55 .  145.00 

1856  N-14.  Slanting  5.  AU-50 .  135.00 


1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  MS-60.  Coined  in  the  final  year 
of  the  large  cent  series.  Lustrous  tan  surfaces  with  a 
trace  of  mint  red  in  the  protected  areas.  A  tiny 
toning  spot  is  noted  in  the  field  near  the  12th  star, 
otherwise  a  very  choice  coin  for  the  grade.  375.00 

Large  cents  of  this  year  are  several  orders  rarer  than  any 
other  large  cent  date  of  the  previous  decade,  although  present 


market  levels  do  not  reflect  this. 

1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-55 .  199.00 

1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-50 .  175.00 


Small  Cents 

Flying  Eagle  Cents 


Flying  Eagle  cents  were  struck  in  pattern  form  in 
1856  (the  1856  being  a  classic  rarity)  and  for  circula¬ 
tion  in  1857  and  1858.  The  standard  reference  book 
on  Flying  Eagle  as  well  as  the  later  Indian  cents  is  by 
Richard  Snow,  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cents,  available 
from  our  Publications  Department. 


Gem  1857  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  lustrous  specimen 
with  delicate  golden  toning . 2,750.00 

The  new  1857  Flying  Eagle  cents  were  released  in  late  spring 
1 857,  and  were  initially  distributed  via  a  wooden  booth  set  up  in 
the  yard  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  The  Flying  Eagle  pieces  were 
paid  out  in  $5  bags  in  exchange  for  the  old  copper  cents  (which. 
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Some  Comments 
Regarding 

RCR  100 


His  Favorite  Publication 

Dear  Dave: 

As  a  long-time  coin  collector  and  reader  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  I  would  like  to  congratulate  you  and  your  staff  on  the 
publication  of  Issue  No.  100. 

The  Rare  Coin  Review  s  my  favorite  coin  publication,  and 
as  per  your  advice  from  several  years  ago  I  am  trying  to  put 
together  a  complete  set.  I  contacted  Charles  Davis,  and  am 
now  the  proud  owner  of  issues  3  through  1 00.  The  money  for 
these  publications  was  well  spent,  and  I  can  honestly  say  that 
I  have  enjoyed  reading  them  more  than  the  pleasure  I  have 
ever  received  from  any  coin  in  my  collection. 

I  recently  ordered  and  received  from  Beth 
Piper  a  1920  Pilgrim  commem  in  MS-63, 

PCGS,  as  a  souvenir  from  RCR  No.  1 00.  The 
coin  was  delivered  to  my  house  within  three 
days  and  is  beautiful.  I  also  placed  an  order 
with  Beth  for  the  hardbound,  autographed 
copy  of  RCR  No.  100  which  will  be  the 
“highlight”  of  my  collection. 

Thank  you  for  the  many  hours  of  informa¬ 
tion,  education  and  entertainment  that  you 
and  your  staff  have  provided  to  me  and  the 
numismatic  community.  I  look  forward  to 
writing  to  you  at  some  future  date  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
publication  of  Issue  No.  200. 

Sincerely — John  Trustey 

An  1800  Silver  Dollar 

Dear  Dave: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  through  the  Rare  Coin  Review, 
issue  No.  100.  As  usual,  it’s  a  wealth  of  information.  I 
enjoyed  the  articles  that  were  written  especially  for  it.  I  have 
done  business  with  you  for  at  least  20  years.  I  have  been 
pleased,  obviously  or  I  wouldn’t  keep  coming  back.  I  have 
been  reading  Rare  Coin  Review  for  that  long  also,  and  always 
look  forward  to  its  arrival.  You  are  to  be  congratulated  for 
continuing  this  wonderful  publication. 

While  reading  this  issue  I  was  reminded  of  a  story  that  I 
want  to  share  with  you: 

In  1935  my  father  was  a  cashier  in  a  bank  in  Dewey, 
Oklahoma.  One  day  a  man  came  into  the  bank  looking  for  a 
loan.  For  collateral  he  offered  a  1800  silver  dollar  coin,  graded 
Good.  The  bank  would  not  give  the  loan  but  Daddy  person¬ 


ally  did.  He  loaned  the  man  $6,  for  he  felt  that 
$6  was  the  value  then.  T  he  man  agreed  to  pay 
Daddy  the  $6  back  plus  $1  interest.  This  at 
the  rate  of  $  1  per  week. 

The  man  returned  for  five  weeks  and 
then  gave  Daddy  the  silver  dollar  as  the  last 
payment.  Daddy  never  saw  the  man  after 
that. 

After  I  started  collecting  coins  in  1970,  I 
offered  to  give  Daddy  what  he  had  invested  in 
that  coin.  He  would  smile  and  decline  the 
offer.  The  first  Christmas  after  Daddy  died 
my  mother  sent  me  the  coin  as  a  present.  I  was 
thrilled  and  pleased  with  the  dollar.  I  have 
typed  the  story  and  put  it  with  the  coin  and 
made  sure  that  my  children  know  about  it. 
Yours  truly — C.C. 

Reviewing  the  Review 

The  following  review  of  our  Rare  Coin  Review  appeared  in  a 
recent  issue  of  the  booklet  Out  on  a  Limb  published  by  The  Money 
Tree: 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  complete  set  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  will  be  regarded  as  a  significant  record  of  American 
numismatics  of  the  last  third  of  the  20th  century  (and  further 
depending  on  how  long  Dave  Bowers  decides  to  continue 
publishing  it).  It  has  never  been  a  more  lively  written  record  than 
it  is  today. 

The  RCR  contains  wide-ranging,  excellent  numismatic 

material  that  has  been  well-cata¬ 
logued.  Frequently,  the  catalogu¬ 
ing  includes  important  numismatic 
and  historical  text.  The  numerous 
regular  features  include  the  Ques¬ 
tions  &  Answers  Forum,  Coin 
Quiz,  This  and  That  (news  and 
notes  from  around  the  world),  nu¬ 
mismatic  books  for  sale,  and  book 
reviews.  It  also  features  hundreds 
of  classic,  informative,  and  enter¬ 
taining  numismatic  articles  writ¬ 
ten  by  famous  and  not-so-famous  numismatic  writers  and 
researchers. 

Today’s  numismatists  have  relied  on  the  American  Journal 
of  Numismatics,  Frossard’s  Numisma,  The  Numismatist,  Mehl’s 
Numismatic  Monthly  and  various  other  periodicals  for  an 
overview  of  American  numismatics  past.  When  numisma¬ 
tists  of  the  future  wish  a  picture  of  American  numismatics 
present,  the  Rare  Coin  Review  will  have  to  be  considered  a 
prime  source. 

Liked  our  100th  Issue 

Dear  Dave: 

As  a  subscriber  to  your  publications,  since  the  1 980s,  I  must 
compliment  you  and  your  organization,  on  your  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  100,  it  is  the  best  yet,  it  will,  in  its  time,  become  a 
collectors’  item. 

Of  course,  I  look  forward  to  your  Armand  Champa  Library 
auctions,  later  this  fall  and  in  ’95.  These,  too,  will  be  major 
publications  in  the  field. 

Sincerely — Galen  Ritchie,  Ph.D. 


A  selection  of  nice 
letters  we  have 
received  from 
readers  about  Rare 
Coin  Review  100. 
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SOME  COMMENTS  REGARDING  IM  IS  100 


David  Holt  Writes 

Dear  Dave: 

Congratulations  are  due  on  two  major  events.  Your  100th  issue  of 
Rare  Coin  Review  may  have  been  your  best  yet.  I  sincerely  hope  you 
have  a  hundred  more  issues. 

Secondly,  congratulations  to  Andy  Pollock  on  his  pattern  book.  It 
is,  in  a  word,  magnificent!  The  six  plus  years  he  spent  in  research  and 
writing  are  very  obvious.  Andy’s  book  is  destined  to  be  the  new 
standard  on  patterns,  replacing  the  Judd  book,  just  as  the  Judd  book 
replaced  the  earlier  Adams-Woodin  book. 

I  was  glad  to  see  that  in  your  latest  auction  catalogue  the  patterns 
were  described  by  Pollock  numbers  first  and  then  by  Judd  numbers. 
Once  the  public  has  the  opportunity  to  read,  analyze  and  enjoy  the 
book,  all  will  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

Keep  up  the  good  work.  As  always  I  remain  your  friend. 

— David  Holt. 

A  Letter  from  California 

The  following  is  from  D.P.F.: 

Congratulations  on  the  100th  edition  of  your  Rare  Coin  Review.  It 
is  more  than  just  a  milestone,  it  is  a  fascinating  treasure  trove  of  articles 
especially  the  vignettes  of  some  of  the  more  important  personages  of 
numismatics. 

As  soon  as  a  copy  of  the  RCR  arrives  the  first  thing  I  do  is  read  all 
the  articles  (did  flies  really  hasten  the  adoption  of  our  Declaration  of 
Independence?... And  I  swat  those  little  pests  without  mercy!).  The 
second  thing  I  db,  or  used  to  do,  is  look  over  the  commemorative 
section.  After  discovering  all  the  interesting  items  under  “Miscella¬ 
neous”  (from  which  I  obtained  this  time  the  BTW envelope  and  letter), 
this  section  is  now  second,  commemoratives  is  third.  Then  I  look  over 
the  rest  of  your  offerings  and  mentally  make  out  a  wish  list  for  well  into 
the  next  century. 

I  love  history,  especially  little  known  anecdotes  of  persons,  famous 
or  not-so-famous.  So  I  particularly  enjoyed  the  articles  concerning 
the  RCR,  “Q”,  Wayte  Raymond,  James  B.  Longacre,  and  Walter 
Breen  (my  loss  that  I  entered  coins  too  late  to  even  meet  this  man.  At 
Berkeley,  I  was  one  semester  too  young  to  take  a  symposium  from 
Alfred  Kroebler — a  real  blow  to  a  budding  anthropologist).  As 
insightful  as  the  articles  were,  I  would  like  them  to  have  been  longer. 
No,  I  understand  the  main  purpose  of  the  RCR — I’m  just  a  little 
selfish. 

As  an  aside,  last  year  I  considered  offering  an  article  for  the  RCR 
about  the  three  coin  dealers  my  father  dealt  with  in  the  1930s.  One 
in  San  Francisco,  one  in  Oakland,  and  the  other  in  Berkeley. 
However,  as  I  reviewed  what  I  had  written  down  (after  my  Sunday 
lunches  with  my  parents  when  father  would  reminisce  about  his 
collecting  days  in  the  Bay  Area),  I  decided  the  ideas  was  a  bit  of  a 
fantasy. 

Father,  at  92  bless  him,  could  not  remember  enough  details  and, 
after  all,  I  suspect  few  would  be  interested  in  recollections  about  three 
coin  dealers  who  were  scarcely  known  outside  their  own  circles  and  all 
of  whom  died  before  the  forties  emerged.  Of  course,  I  am  interested, 
so  I  have  kept  the  information  as  family  history  and  to  give  more 
meaning  to  any  coins  I  may  inherit. 

Fast  forward:  I  talked  to  Gail  Watson  a  few  days  ago — what  an  asset 
to  Bowers  and  Merena  (addendum:  what  an  asset  to  me!) — and  I 
mentioned  the  set  of  bingles  you  had  for  sale  earlier  this  year  and  have 
already  sold.  She  told  me  a  full  set  of  the  Matanuska  “bingles”  had  just 


come  in  along  with  a  set  from  Palmer.  Since  the  condition  was  what  I 
wanted,  1  bought  the  sets  immediately.  They  have  just  arrived  and  I  am 
really  excited  about  them  (or,  at  least  as  excited  as  one  can  get  over  a 
bunch  ofbingles).  I  have  been  interested  in  the  Matanuska  tokens  since 
we  visited  Alaska  four  years  ago.  I  know  nothing  about  these  tokens 
except  what  is  in  the  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins.  The  Palmer  tokens  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  whatsoever,  though  I  know  Palmer  is  still  located 
on  the  Matanuska  River.  Ergo,  my  question:  Since  I  do  not  notice  any 
book  in  your  book  section  dealing  with  tokens,  can  you  recommend 
any  books  on  tokens  which  would  contain  information  on  Alaska 
items?  I  am  not  interested  in  collecting  tokens  as  such,  but  I  would  like 
any  background  I  can  get  on  these  tokens  (and  the  Hawaiian).  Perhaps 
there  is  a  token  society  which  I  could  write  to.  I  would  appreciate  any 
help  you  can  give. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  thank  you  and  Ray  for  running  an 
organization  which  has  a  Sales,  Auction,  and  Publication  staff  that 
really  make  me  feel  like  a  preferred  customer.  I  am  not  a  big  buyer  nor 
do  I  purchase  on  a  regular  monthly  basis,  yet  your  people  always  make 
me  feel  special.  What  a  team! 

Sincerely — D.P.F. 

PS:  Just  had  a  thought:  Perhaps  the  Matanuska  settlement  has 
been  renamed  Palmer,  Alaska? 

Follow  up:  Reader  D.P.F.  received  a  letter  from  QDB,  who  suggested 
several  sources  of  information  including  Mrs.  Lynn  Chen  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Library.  Soon  thereafier,  D.P.F.  wrote  to  us  to 
say: 

“Before  I  could  get  my  other  inquiries  under  way,  Mrs.  Chen’s  reply 
arrived.  Talk  about  prompt  service!” 

In  his  mail  from  her  were  three  articles  on  the  Alaskan  subject, 
giving  him  all  he  wanted  to  know — and  more.  (Of  course,  your  editor 
recalls  many  similar  experiences  he  has  had  with  the  ANA,  including 
numerous  exchanges  during  research  for  the  book  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia .) 

Keep  Up  the  Good  Work 

I  live  in  South  Jersey  and  have  been  collecting  coins  for  about  a  year 
now.  I  have  a  modest  budget — about  $100  a  month — but  have 
learned,  the  hard  way,  to  do  business  with  reputable  folks  like  your¬ 
selves. 

I  really  enjoyed  Rare  Coin  Review#  100.  Keep  up  the  good  work  up 
there,  you  folks  are  a  pleasure  to  do  business  with  and  I  look  forward 
to  each  publication.  I  know  I  am  a  small  potato  in  the  numismatic 
world,  but  you  all  treat  me  like  a  king,  thanks. 

Sincerely — B.L.G. 

An  Old-Time  Reader 

I  enjoyed  reading  Dr.  Joel  Orosz’  article  in  your  last  issue,  about 
the  first  100  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  My  own  collection  of 
these  is  complete  back  to  issue  No.  8,  and  I  have  three  earlier  ones. 

I  am  also  saving  a  complete  set  of  your  Coin  Collector  newspaper, 
and  have  two  friends  who  are  doing  the  same.  If  you  keep  publishing 
it,  then  I  am  sure  the  1 00th  issue  of  that  newspaper  will  have  its  own 
mteresting  stories. 

Say  “Hello”  to  Gail  Watson  for  me.  I  always  enjoy  talking  to  her 
on  the  telephone,  and  I  am  pleased  with  all  the  coins  I  have  received 
from  you. 

Sincerely, 

A.L. 
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SOME  COMMENTS  REGARDING  RCR  100 


David  Lange  Writes 

Dear  Dave, 

I  want  to  congratulate  you  on  your  1 00th  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review. 
Al though  my  subscription  copy  was  due  to  arrive  soon,  I  couldn’t  resist 
picking  up  this  issue  at  your  bourse  table  in  Detroit  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  convention.  It  made  for  some  very  satisfying 
reading  on  the  flight  back  home. 

It  seems  ages  since  I  received  my  first  issue  as  a  subscriber,  Number 
3 1 .  After  following  RCR  for  a  couple  of  years,  I  became  hooked  and  set 
about  completing  my  collection  of  back  issues.  These  were  relatively 
inexpensive  at  the  time,  as  collecting  Bowersiana  hadn’t  yet  caught  on. 
Although  I  paid  a  premium  for  the  scarcer  N umbers  1 1  and  1 3  (around 
$20),  most  were  acquired  at  prices  ranging  from  $1  to  $4.  I  didn’t 
attempt  to  collect  the  earliest  issues  (nos.  1-9),  as  too  few  were  seen  to 
make  this  practical.  I  was  satisfied  with  having  all  of  the  issues 
commencing  the  publication’s  current  title. 

I  managed  to  acquire  quite  a  few  different  copies  of  the  old  Empire 
Topics  and  Empire  Review,  as  well.  Before  I  could  complete  these  sets, 
however,  collecting  literature  with  your  name  on  it  became  the  rage, 
and  the  prices  being  asked  for  the  items  I  lacked  took  this  activity 
beyond  the  realm  of  a  pleasant  hobby  into  something  more  akin  to  an 
investment.  Unable  to  proceed  any  further,  I  made  the  difficult 
decision  to  sell  all  of  my  Bowers  periodicals  up  through  Rare  Coin 
Review  Number  60.  This  was  prompted  in  part  by  your  reprinting  of 
the  best  articles  from  past  issues  in  the  “Companion”  book  series.  I’ve 
retained  all  subsequent  issues  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 

My  collection  was  sold  through  a  numismatic  literature  dealer 


about  six  or  seven  years  ago,  and  I  realized  quite  a  profit.  This  curious 
phenomenon  has  held  true  for  all  of  the  numismatic  books  and 
catalogues  that  I’ve  sold.  While  I’ve  both  made  and  lost  more  money 
with  coins  than  I  could  ever  recall,  I’ve  always  enjoyed  an  unanticipated 
profit  when  electing  to  sell  old  numismatic  literature.  Although  I’m  a 
member  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society,  I  don’t  often  acquire 
literature  as  collectible  objects,  but  rather  do  so  for  it's  use  to  me  in  my 
research  and  writing.  The  lone  exceptions  to  this  rule  have  been  your 
publications  and  New  Netherlands  Numisma,  both  of  which  were 
acquired  as  much  for  their  charm  and  entertainment  value  as  for  their 
usefulness  in  my  studies. 

Ironically,  the  prices  for  your  early  publications  have  come  down  to 
more  reasonable  levels  since  the  1980s,  and  I  was  nearly  tempted  at 
Detroit  to  begin  collecting  them  anew.  I  noticed  that  Charles  Davis  had 
quite  a  stock  of  Empire  Topics  and  Empire  Review  for  sale.  It  was  all  I 
could  do  to  tear  myself  away  from  this  bonanza,  but  I’ve  found  that 
collecting  something  the  second  time  around  does  not  hold  the 
fascination  that  it  did  the  first  time.  With  the  thrill  of  discovery  lacking, 
there  is  not  so  much  to  drive  one  on  to  completion.  I  felt  like  a  pioneer 
when  collecting  your  periodicals  15  years  ago,  although  I  certainly 
wasn’t  the  only  one  who  appreciated  their  value.  I  do  still,  however, 
enjoy  receiving  the  latest  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review.  I’m  also  proud  to 
have  been  published  in  your  journal  on  a  few  occasions,  and  I  again 
congratulate  you  on  a  most  successful  run. 

Sincerely, 

David  W.  Lange, 

President,  California  State  Numismatic  Association 


Commemorative  Tidbits 


The  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  1921,  states  that  the 
Pilgrim  half  dollar  “bears  on  the  obverse  the  Pilgrim  carrying  a  Bible.  ” 
We  mention  this  here,  as  in  the  past  the  type  of  book  being  shown  has 
been  subject  to  different  opinions. 

The  best-selling  commemorative  of  all  time  was  the  1976 
Statue  of  Liberty  half  dollar  in  nickel-clad  metal,  the  first  in  this 
metallic  format.  David  Ganz  came  up  with  the  idea. 

K  Dies  without  mintmarks:  This  is  from  The  Numismatist, 
December  1928:  “Any  omission  of  a  mark  on  coins  produced  at  a 
mint  distinguished  by  a  mark  has  been  unintentional  and  probably 
due  to  a  rush  order.  This  is  true  with  the  dies  for  the  Panama-Pacific 
gold  dollar,  which  were  received  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  without 
mintmark.  Telegraph  inquiry  caused  the  dies  to  be  ordered  returned 
to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  for  punching  in  the  little  mint  designator 
the  S.” 

W  The  vast  majority  of  1938  New  Rochelle  half  dollars  in 
existence  today  are  Mint  State,  often  choice.  On  the  other  hand, 
certain  issues  such  as  the  1921  Alabama  and  Missouri  halves  and  the 
1 900  Lafayette  dollar  are  like  as  not  encountered  with  wear. 

H  No  one  knows  who  designed  the  1920  Maine  Centennial 
commemorative  half  dollar,  although  it  is  well  known  that  sculptor 
Anthony  DeFrancisci  made  the  models  (from  a  design  by  someone 
else). 

W  Recently,  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS) 
offered  its  dealer  members  the  free-coin-of-the-month;  no  grading 
chargeon  1921  halfdollars  in  October.  Kiddingly,  we  sent  them  some 


1921  commemorative  half  dollars  (1921  Pilgrim,  Arkansas,  and 
Missouri,  you  know).  As  of  press  time,  we  don’t  know  what  their 
reaction  is! 

'W  The  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  1921,  page  1 1  tells  us  that 
Daniel  Boone  appears  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  Missouri  half 
dollar.  Can’t  get  too  much  of  a  good  thing,  it  seems.  However,  the 
situation  was  hardly  new  then:  the  1900  Lafayette  dollar  shows 
Lafayette  on  the  obverse  (with  Washington)  and  on  the  reverse  (on 
horseback).  More  recently,  the  1990  Eisenhower  Centennial  com¬ 
memorative  dollar  had  two  portraits  of  Ike,  but  this  time  they  were 
both  on  the  same  side. 

W  Odd  anniversaries:  The  1 893  World’s  Columbian  Exposition 
commemorates  the  401st  anniversary  of  Columbus’  “discovery”  of 
America.  The  1921  Alabama  “Centennial”  half  dollar  observes  the 
102nd  anniversary  of  the  1819  statehood.  The  1993  Madison  coins 
celebrate  the  anniversary  of  nothing  in  particular.  The  1991  Korean 
dollar  observes  the  38th  anniversary  of  that  conflict. 

W  The  longest-lived  United  States  commemorative  series  is  the 
Oregon  Trail,  which  commenced  with  coins  dated  1926  and  didn’t 
stop  until  1939.  By  the  way,  a  few  years  ago  the  members  of  the 
Society  for  United  States  Commemorative  Coins  voted  this  design  as 
their  favorite  of  all  ever  issued. 

The  private  sector:  The  Medallic  Art  Company  of  New  York 
City  made  the  dies  for  the  1935  Connecticut,  the  1 935  Arkansas,  the 
1925  Stone  Mountain,  the  1926  Oregon  Trail,  the  1927  Vermont, 
and  the  1937  Boone  halfdollars  {The  Numismatist,  May  1935). 
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COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


soon,  collectors  referred  to  as  Urge  cents)  as  well  as  certain  foreign 
coins,  most  prominently  silver  Spanish-American  issues. 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Very 
sharply  struck . 795.00 


Indian  Head  Cents 


Indian  cents  were  minted  from  1859  through  1909, 
and  were  struck  with  several  different  design  types. 
The  1859  issue,  with  laurel  wreath  reverse,  is  unique 
to  its  year;  then  follows  the  1 860- 1 864  copper-nickel 
style  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  on  the  reverse;  after 
which  thin  planchet  bronze  cents  were  made  from 
1 864  through  1 909  inclusive.  Scarce  dates  and  variet¬ 
ies  include  1 864  with  L  on  ribbon,  1 87 1 ,  1 872, 1 877 
and  1909-S,  among  others.  In  general,  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  Indian  cents  be  selected  with  care,  as  there 
is  apt  to  be  a  vast  difference  in  quality  even  among 
coins  in  the  same  grades. 

Buying  Indian  cents  for  our  inventory  is  a  lot  of 
work,  as  technical  grade  is  one  thing  and  quality  is 
often  another.  We  are  always  seeking  quality  pieces  to 
add  to  our  holdings.  Meanwhile,  the  present  offering 
contains  most  of  the  rarities  (including  a  memorable 
spread  of  the  rare  date  1872)  as  well  as  the  more 
plentiful  issues. 

1859  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 625.00 

The  1859  represents  a  unique  type  made  for  circulation, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  the  only  year  with  the  laurel  wreath  reverse. 
There  are  relatively  few  “one  year  only”  type  coins  in  American 
numismatics,  and  this  is  one  of  them. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  brown . 625.00 

1860  AU-58 .  109.00 

First  year  with  the  Oak  Wreath  and  Shield  reverse  motif, 
the  style  continued  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1909. 

1861  MS-63 . 319.00 

Lowest  mintage  of  the  copper-nickel  Indian  cents. 


1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen  of 
this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof  that 
will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer.  Very 
rare  so  fine! .  1,995.00 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 


1862  MS-63 .  175.00 

1863  MS-65 . 675.00 


1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac 
iridescent  surfaces.  Some  softness  is  noted  at  the 
tips  of  the  feathers  in  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress  as 


made . 295.00 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharp  strike . 295.00 

1863  MS-63 .  185.00 

1863  MS-62 .  135.00 


1863  AU-55 . 49.00 

1864  bronze.  MS-64  RB . 159.00 


The  bronze  cent  of  48  grains  was  introduced  in  1864, 
after  Mint  officials  noted  that  somewhat  similar  format  Civil 
War  tokens,  privately  produced,  were  very  popular  with  the 
public. 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Although 
this  is  called  “red  and  brown,”  it  is  nearly  full 
original  mint  red.  In  fact,  it  has  more  red  than 
certain  pieces  we  have  seen  marked  as  fully  red.  In 
addition,  this  specimen  is  well  struck  and  very 
lustrous.  If  you  are  seeking  a  superb  example  of 

this  key  date  your  search  ends  here .  1,395.00 

The  L  is  the  initial  of  James  Barton  Longacre,  and  is 


found  on  relatively  few  cents  of  this  year  (but  on  all  Indian 
cents  of  later  years). 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-58.  Lustrous . 259.00 

1865  Snow-3.  MS-64  RB.  “Fancy  5”  in  date. 

Repunched  8 . 275.00 

1865  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 145.00 

1866  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  higher  grades 

such  as  this . 995.00 

1866  AU-50 .  185.00 

1866  EF-45 .  145.00 


1867  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  popular  semi-key  date. 
Satiny  gem  surfaces  with  generous  amounts  of 
mint  red  and  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  Much  more 

red  than  brown . 625.00 

You  will  like  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries’  quality  when 
you  order  Indian  cents  from  us.  We  endeavor  to  pick  choice 
specimens  for  each  grade  level. 

1867  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 625.00 

1867  EF-40 .  135.00 


Obverse  die  break  from  rim  at  7:00  extends  above  date. 

1868  EF-45 .  165.00 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  quite 

scarce  so  fine,  with  a  nice  blend  of  original  mint 
red  and  natural  brown  toning . 1,150.00 

1869  EF-40 .  295.00 

1869  VF-35 . 265.00 

1870  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  value,  in 

our  opinion  (we  feel  that  quality  Proofs  of  all 
levels,  63  through  65,  are  lower  priced  than  they 
should  be) . 475.00 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have  hints 
of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A  splendid 
gem  example  of  this  scarce  date .  1 , 1 95.00 

1870  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Attractive.  Conserva¬ 
tively  graded  by  PCGS  (we  suggest  MS-62,  but 
price  it  as  MS-60).  Splashes  of  mint  red  on  both 
sides . 525.00 

1870  EF-40  (PCGS) . 260.00 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  highly  lustrous,  mostly 
red  example — truly  an  outstanding  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  prized  dates  among  Indian 
cents .  1,295.00 

Although  the  1877  has  taken  much  of  the  glory  as  a 
rarity,  in  all  grades  the  cents  of  1 87 1  and  1 872  are  very  elusive, 
and  at  higher  levels  mount  a  serious  challenge  to  the  1877. 

1 871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  Beauti¬ 
ful!  . 695.00 

1871  EF-40.  A  few  tiny  contact  marks  are  noted, 
otherwise  excellent  (satisfaction  guaranteed,  of 

course) . 365.00 

1871  VF-25 . 299.00 


1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  original 
rich,  lustrous  red.  A  superb  specimen  of  one  of 
the  rarest  and  most  desired  dates  in  the  series.  A 


coin  for  the  connoisseur .  1,495.00 

1872  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  surfaces  with 
superb  definition  detail . 1,195.00 


1872  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful .  2,495.00 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  specialists  that  in  higher  Mint 
State  levels  the  1872  outranks  the  more  famous  1877  in  rarity. 
Certainly,  coins  at  the  level  offered  here  are  few  and  far  between. 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen  with 
mint  brilliance  fading  to  light  brown.  1,095.00 

1872  MS-63  BN . 675.00 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Rich,  lustrous 
brown  surfaces . 625.00 

1872  VF-20 . 299.00 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-55.  Hints  of  mint  red  in  the 

reverse  design  elements . 325.00 

Scarcer  than  the  Open  3  variety.  The  Closed  3  coins  of 
various  denominations  are  from  dies  made  early  in  the  year. 
It  was  soon  found  that  the  3  resembled  an  8,  and  later  issues 
were  made  from  different  3  punches  with  the  knobs  farther 


apart. 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 .  145.00 

1874  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 425-00 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 265.00 

1875  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 299.00 

1875  AU-50 . 115.00 

1879  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem!495.00 
1879  MS-65  BN . 295.00 

Base  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1 879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  mint 

red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 295.00 

1879  MS-63  BN . 125.00 

1881  MS-63  RB . 85.00 

1881  AU-58 .  35.00 

1881  EF-45 . 19.00 

1882  MS-65  RB . 295.00 

1882  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 225.00 

1882  EF-45 . 19.00 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 325.00 

1883  MS-63 . 85.00 

1883  AU-58 .  35.00 

1884  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 395.00 

1884  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 159.00 

1884  MS-63  BN . 110.00 

1884  EF-40 . 19.00 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 425.00 


The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the  reverse 
actually  has  more  red  than  brown.  The  1885  is  considered  to  be 
the  scarcest  date  between  1 879  and  the  last  year  of  the  design. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Another  example  with 


satiny  surfaces .  425.00 

1885  EF-40 . 49.00 

1886  Type  I.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 315.00 


1 886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  More 
red  than  brown,  especially  on  reverse .  550.00 
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1886  1  vpc  1.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Pleasing  brown 
with  attractive  iridescent  rose  highlights.  295.00 


1886  Type  1.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 165.00 

1886  Type  1.  EF-45 . 75.00 

1886  Type  I.  EF-40 . 65.00 


1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (AN ACS  Cache).  Mostly 
brown  with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce.  475.00 

On  the  Type  II,  the  final  headdress  feather  points 
between  C  and  A  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  II.  EF-45.  18  in  date  repunched  1 19.00 


1888  MS-63  RB . 125.00 

1888  EF-45 . 16.00 

1889  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 219.00 

1889  MS-62 . 45.00 

1889  EF-40 . 14.00 

1890  MS-63  BN . 49.00 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 475.00 

1891  MS-63  RB . 65.00 

1892  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem  survi¬ 

vor  from  a  Proof  mintage  of  2,745  pieces. 
Mostly  red,  with  a  hint  of  deeper  orange  toning 
on  the  recessed  areas .  525.00 

1892  EF-40 . 14.00 

1893  MS-63  RB  . 65.00 

1893  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1894  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 395.00 

1896  MS-64  RB . 95.00 

1897  MS-63  RB . 49.00 

1899  MS-64  RB . 79.00 

1899  MS-63  RB . 59.00 

1900  MS-63  RB . 39.00 

1900  AU-58 . 29.00 

1901  MS-64  RB . 59.00 

1901  MS-60 . 29.00 

1902  MS-64  RB . 59.00 

1905  MS-65  RB . 115.00 

1906  MS-65  RB . 115.00 

1906  MS-64  RB . 59.00 


Dave’s  Special  Indian  Cent  Deal:  A 

head  start  for  you!  Are  you  considering 
building  a  collection  of  Indian  cents,  or  are 
you  adding  to  the  set  you  already  have? 
Here  is  a  special  offer  for  Rare  Coin  Review 
No.  102:  Tell  Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper 
that  you  want  “Dave’s  Special  Indian  Cent 
Deal,”  and  take  a  5%  discount  on  any 
group  of  five  or  more  Indian  cents  you 
order.  It  would  help  us  a  lot  if  you  could 
give  Gail  or  Beth  some  alternate  choices, 
for  often  coins,  even  of  more  plentiful 
dates,  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  inventory  in 
a  particular  grade. 


1906  MS-63  RB . 35.00 

1906  MS-60 . 25.00 

1907  MS-65  RB . 115.00 

1908  MS-63  RB . 35.00 

1908-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

beauty!  .  1,495.00 


The  1908-S  represents  the  first  time  that  a  minor  denomi¬ 
nation  coin  was  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  In  the  19th  and 
early  20rh  centuries,  copper  coins  did  not  circulate  widely  in  the 


American  West,  so  there  was  no  particular  call  for  them. 

1908-S  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty 
brown . 385.00 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 295.00 

1908- S  MS-60 . 225.00 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem 

example  of  the  last  date  in  the  series . 425.00 

1909  Indian.  MS-63  BN . 39.00 

Original  1909  Indian  Cent  Roll! 

1909  Indian.  MS-63  to  64.  Original rolloi 50  Mint 
State  Indian  cents,  average  MS-63  to  64,  bril¬ 
liant.  Put  away  years  ago  and,  so  far  as  we  know, 
kept  intact  since  that  time.  The  first  such  original 
roll  we  have  had  in  a  long  while.  A  very  “special” 
item . 2,950.00 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-64  RB.  Low  mintage  of  309,000 

piece . 725.00 

In  Mint  State,  while  rare,  the  1909-S  Indian  is  more 
readily  available  than  the  higher  mintage  1877,  simply  be¬ 
cause  there  was  a  greater  awareness  of  Indian  cents  among 
numismatists  in  1909,  and  more  were  saved  at  the  time  of 
issue.  However,  in  absolute  terms,  the  number  was  small. 
Even  years  ago  in  the  1 950s,  when  coins  were  more  plentiful 
than  they  are  now,  we  never  saw  or  handled  an  original  roll  of 
1909-S  Indian  cents  (and  only  ever  saw  one  roll  of  1908-S 
cents).  The  first  Mint  State  1909-S  Indian  the  writer  (QDB) 
ever  owned  was  bought  in  the  mid-1950s  from  B.  Max  Mehl 
for  the  then  princely  sum  of  $  1 0! 


Lincoln  Cents 


Lincoln  cents  are  among  the  most  popular  United 
States  series.  Among  key  issues  are  the  famous  1909- 
S  V.D.B.  (one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  United  States 
coin  rarities),  the  1914-D,  and  the  1955  Doubled 
Die,  although  numerous  others  are  elusive  in  higher 
grades.  Matte  Proofs  were  struck  from  1 909- 1916  and 
have  a  sandblast  or  etched  finish  and  are  usually  darkly 
toned  (due  to  storage  in  paper  wrappers  as  provided  by 
the  Mint),  while  Proofs  from  1936  onward  are  mostly 
of  the  “brilliant”  or  “mirror”  finish.  Care  is  recom¬ 
mended  when  selecting  Lincoln  cents,  as  quality  is  apt 
to  vary  widely  among  the  vendors.  As  is  the  case  with 
Indian  cents,  our  buyers  often  have  to  look  at  many 
coins  in  order  to  buy  just  a  few. 


1909  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB . 19.00 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-63 . 14.00 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  More  “red”  than 
“brown,”  in  fact,  one  of  the  reddest  1909  V.D.B. 
cents  we  seen  in  recent  times.  Definitely  a  pre¬ 
mium  coin.  Sharply  struck,  and  worthy  of  the 
cabinet  of  a  connoisseur.  Check  it  out  by  examin¬ 
ing  it  personally;  unless  it  fully  meets  our  description 
and  your  expectations,  high  by  this  point,  a  refund 

awaits  you .  1,495.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent .  1,395.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB.  Another  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  key  rarity . 950.00 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-60  RD.  With  a  small  obverse 

spot . 750.00 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-63  RB . 179.00 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-60 . 145.00 

1909- S  Lincoln.  AU-55 .  125.00 

1910- S  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ..295.00 

1910- S  MS-65  RB . 145.00 

1911  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1911  -D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  rare  in  this  high 

grade  (although  lesser  grade  pieces  are  readily 
available).  A  prize  for  the  advanced  Lincoln  cent 
collector . 750.00 

191 1  -S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Very  scarce,  indeed  rare, 

this  nice.  Frosty  red  surfaces  display  warm  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre.  Sharply  struck  and  aesfiiedcally 
appealing . 795.00 

191 1- S  MS-60  RB . 119.00 

1912  MS-63  RB . 45.00 

1912- S  AU-55 .  59.00 

1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 

brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that  is 
readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is  very 
rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  advanced 

numismatist .  1,095.00 

1912-D  MS-63  RB . 159.00 


1913  Matte  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Glittering  red 
matte  surfaces  display  iridescent  violet  and  blue 
highlights.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of 2,848,  a  small 
figure  when  compared  to  today’s  Proof  mintages 


which  reach  into  the  millions . 495.00 

1913-D  MS-63  RB . 135.00 

1913-S  MS-63  RB . 139.00 

1913-S  AU-50 .  55.00 

1914  Matte  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) .  1,495.00 


One  of  the  finest  specimens  we  have  ever  seen!  Amazing 
surface  color,  excellent  sharpness. 


1914-D  EF-40.  A  key  rarity  in  the  series.  Sharp  and 

attractive  for  the  grade . 425.00 

1914-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Well  struck  for  the  date. 
Lustrous  brown  surfaces  display  warm  red  toning 

highlights . 425-00 

1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 375.00 


Blazing  Gem  1915-D  Cent 


1915-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  original  red 

gem.  The  finest  we  have  ever  seen . 2,900.00 

In  Mint  State,  never  mind  MS-66  but  in  ANY  Mint  State 
level,  1915-D  is  quite  undervalued. 

1915-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Much  scarcer  in  this 
grade  than  generally  realized . 325.00 

1915- D  MS-60 .  55.00 

1916- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  gem.  An  exciting  coin  for  the  advanced 
specialist! .  1,495.00 

A  highly  important  “condition  rarity,"  that  is,  a  coin  that 
is  plentiful  in  circulated  grades,  but  at  this  high  Mint  State 
echelon  is  seldom  seen  or  ofFered  for  sale. 

1916-D  AU-58 . 19.00 
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191 7-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  “flashy”  lustre. 
Some  tinges  of  natural  toning  are  just  beginning  to 
appear.  Overall,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  of 
this  issue,  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  decidedly 


elusive  at  this  level . 795.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 275.00 


1917-D  MS-63  RD.  Satiny  red  surfaces . 1 19.00 

Building  a  nice  set  of  Lincoln  cents?  Make  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  for  selected  quality  coins 
at  reasonable  prices.  Order  early,  as  many  pieces  are  one-of- 
a-kind  in  our  stock.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  delighted  with 
our  quality,  service,  and  value. 

1917-D  MS-63  RB . 109.00 

1917-D  AU-58 . 19.00 

1917-S  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  and  mostly  red.  Three 
moderately  heavy  reverse  die  cracks  (rare  as 

such) . 125.00 

1917-S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 65.00 

1917- S  AU-58 . 24.00 

1918- S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  original  red. 

An  outstanding  specimen.  Sharply  struck  and  very 
beautiful .  1,350.00 


1918-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red.  Highly  lus¬ 


trous .  525.00 

1919-D  AU-55 . 14.00 


Superb  Gem  1920-D  Cent 


1920- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  One  of  the  very  finest 

known  specimens,  fully  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
well  struck . 3,995.00 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  on 
brilliant  red  surfaces.  A  good  value . 135.00 

1921- S  MS-64  R.D  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  cen¬ 

ters  than  generally  encountered  for  this  date. 
Frosty  red  surfaces  display  a  pleasing  woodgrain 
effect .  675.00 

1921- S  AU-50 .  59.00 

1922- D  MS-60 . 75.00 


1 924-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  specimen  is  nearly 
fully  brilliant  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen.  Further,  it  is  sharply  struck,  an  unusual 
situation  for  a  1 924-D.  All  in  all,  here  is  a  coin 
that  will  represent  a  major  find  for  the  advanced 
specialist . 695.00 

Much  sc&rcer  in  our  opinion  than  current  catalogue 
values  indicate. 


1 924-D  MS-63  BN.  Scarce  so  fine . 295.00 

1924- S  AU-55 .  35.00 

1925- S  MS-60 . 65.00 

1926- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  nice,  even  mixture  of 

lustrous  red  and  brown . 495.00 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1927- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  scarce  branch  mint 

issue  at  this  gem  grade  level.  Well  struck.  Another 
item  for  the  advanced  specialist . 875.00 

1927- S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 120.00 

1928- D  MS-64  RB . 119.00 


1928- S  MS-60 . 55.OO 

1929- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 45.00 

1930  MS-64  RB.  We  have  about  ten  specimens  from 

an  original  bank-wrapped  roll.  Buy  one  for:  12.00 

1930  MS-63  RB . 9.00 

1931-D  MS-65  RD . 350.00 

1931-D  AU-55 . 32.00 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  smart  buy.  ...  250.00 

One  of  just  two  regular  dates  in  the  entire  Lincoln  series 
1 909  to  date  with  a  mintage  figure  that  dips  below  the  million 
mark;  the  other  is  the  famous  1909-S  V.D.B.  rarity. 


1931-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 115.00 

1931-S  MS-62  RB . 65.00 

1934-D  MS-65  RD . 45.00 

1937  MS-65  RD . 9.00 

1937- S  MS-65  RD . 9.00 

1938- D  MS-65  RD . 9.00 

1938- S  MS-65  RD . 9.00 

1939- D  MS-65  RD . 9.00 

1939- S  MS-64  RD . 7.00 

1940- D  MS-65  RD . 9.00 

1940-S  MS-65  RD . 9.00 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Although 
this  is  certified  as  MS-63  RB,  it  is  nearly  fully  mint 
red  and  is  one  of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever 
seen — in  the  present  market,  or  even  in  the  market 
years  ago  (we  were  the  first  rare  coin  firm  to 
actively  trade  in  these).  This  is  nicer  than  some 
pieces  we  have  seen  certified  as  MS-65!  We  are 
going  to  leave  it  in  the  NGC  holder,  simply 
because  it  protects  the  coin,  and  we  haven’t  the 
time  to  resubmit  it.  If  you  are  looking  for  an 
outstanding  example  of  this  date,  order  this  one. 
Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  In  fact,  we  believe 
that  you  will  agree  that  it  is  worth  more  than  our 
asking  price  of .  1 ,795.00 

It  is  believed  that  about  24,000  of  these  were  released  into 
circulation  in  1955,  mixed  with  coins  from  other  dies.  From  the 
outset  they  have  been  scarce. 

1955  Doubled  Die.  EF-40.  Mahogany  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  A  tiny  mark  is  noted  in  the  field  before 


Lincoln’s  portrait .  525.00 

1983  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  RD . 225.00 

1984  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD . 235.00 

1984  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  RB . 190.00 


Two-Cent  Pieces 


Two-Cent  pieces,  minted  from  1864-1873  inclu¬ 
sive,  comprise  a  short  set  with  just  two  rarities,  the 


1864  small  motto  and  the  1873.  Several  die  varieties 
exist  within  the  date  range.  The  connoisseur  will  pick 
and  choose  carefully,  as  quality  varies  among  vendors. 
Pieces  with  attractive  surfaces  are  difficult  to  find  for 
some  varieties,  although  the  price  may  not  necessarily 
be  expensive. 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces . 975.00 

1864  Small  Motto.  EF-40.  Deep  tan  color. .  275.00 

Dozens  of  times  rarer  than  the  Large  Motto  variety  of  this 

year. 

1 866  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem  example 
from  a  Proof  mintage  of  slightly  more  than  725 
specimens.  Varying  shades  of  red  and  violet  toning. 
Difficult  to  obtain  in  this  quality . 695.00 


1867  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  red  specimen  of 
a  date  that  is  usually  seen  in  lower  grades.  A  prize 

for  an  advanced  collection .  1,995.00 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Scarce,  desirable.995.00 
1871  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 550.00 


Nickel  3<?  Pieces 


Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were  minted  from  1 865  to 
1 889,  beginning  at  a  time  when  silver  coins  had  been 
hoarded  and  withdrawn  from  circulation.  Proofs  exist 
of  all  dates,  and  are  scarce,  particularly  for  the  issues 
from  1865-1878. 

If  you  are  collecting  higher  grade  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  we  recommend  selecting  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  pieces,  well  struck,  and  without  spotting.  There 
are  no  prime  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus  the 
formation  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibility, 
although  the  1877,  1878,  and  two  issues  of  1887  are 
considered  to  be  particularly  elusive. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Impor¬ 
tant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 875.00 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  .  875.00 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  gold . 285.00 

1 869  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces  with 
a  whisper  of  mirror  toning.  Considerably  scarcer 
than  generally  realized . 495.00 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  toning.  295.00 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 

gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 295.00 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  coin  of  hand¬ 
picked  quality . 695.00 

The  1 878  is  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  series,  and  was  made 
only  in  Proof  format  (without  accompanying  business  strikes). 
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Memories 
of  the  1955 

Double-Die  Cent 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


A  recent  letter  from  a  Rare  Coin  Review  reader,  David 
McCally,  encouraged  me  to  write  some  recollections  concern¬ 
ing  the  1955  Double-Die  cent.  Thus  motivated,  here  goes: 

As  a  bit  of  background,  in  1964,  when  I  wrote  my  first 
numismatic  book,  Coins  and  Collectors,  I  had  this  to  say: 

Yes,  coins  are  where  you  find  them.  .  .  and  that’s  some¬ 
times  in  circulation.  One  day  in  1955  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  a  coinage  die  was  being  prepared  for  a  cent.  In  the 
course  of  impressing  the  working  die  with  the  hub  die  several 
times,  a  misalignment  occurred.  The  result  was  a  1955  cent 
die  with  the  letters  and  numbers  on  the  front  of  the  coin  all 
being  doubled.  Instead  of  reading  “IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,” 
the  famous  1955  Double-Die  (as  they  came  to 
be  known)  reads  “IINN  GGOODD  WWEE 
TTRRUUSSTT.” 

On  that  particular  day  several  presses  were 
coining  cents,  dumping  the  coins  into  a  box 
where  they  were  then  collected  and  mixed  with 
the  cents  coming  from  other  coining  presses. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  a  mint  inspector  noticed 
the  bizarre  doubled  cents  and  removed  the 
offending  die.  By  that  time  somewhat  over 
40,000  cents  had  been  produced,  about  24,000 
of  which  had  been  mixed  with  normal  cents 
from  other  presses. 

The  decision  was  made  to  destroy  the  cents 
still  in  the  box  and  to  release  into  circulation  the 
24,000  or  so  pieces  which  were  mixed  with 
other  cents.  This  momentous  decision 
was  to  have  an  untold  effect  on  numis¬ 
matics.  The  coins  which  were 
nonchalantly  released  into  circulation 
subsequently  attained  a  value  of  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  dollars  each! 

These  Double-Die  1955  cents  were 
first  noticed  by  collectors  later  in  the 
same  year  when  they  began  showing 
up  in  upstate  New  York  and  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  particularly  in  the  Boston 
area.  A  friend  who  operated  a  coin 
store  recalls  being  offered  these  freaks 
for  a  quarter  apiece.  Fearful  of  accu¬ 
mulating  too  large  a  quantity,  he 
stopped  buying  them  when  he  had  a  dozen  or  so  on  hand! 
While  this  may  seem  remarkable  in  today’s  market  of  high 
values,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  1955  oddities  were  not 
widely  collected  and  freaks  were  often  sold  for  less  than  a 


normal  coin. 

News  articles  in  the  various  coin  collecting 
publications  began  to  whet  collectors’  interest. 
The  price  climbed  to  $1.00  per  coin  and  then 
to  $2.00,  and  it  seemed  that  everyone  wanted 
one.  In  1958an  Empire  Coin  Company  adver¬ 
tisement  offering  Uncirculated  1955  Double- 
Die  cents  for  $7.50  each  brought  in  dozens  of 
orders ...  far  more  orders  than  we  had  coins  on 
hand.  The  demand  was  on!  During  ensuing 
years,  the  price  climbed  to  $20.00,  $40.00, 
$95.00,  $  1 50.00  and  so  on  past  $200.00.  The 
visitor  to  a  Boston  coin  shop  would  see  an 
enlarged  photograph  of  a  1955  Double-Die 
cent  in  the  window  with  the  current  buying 
price  posted  nearby.  Hundreds  of  people  in  the 
New  York-Massachusetts  area  looked  through 
their  pocket  change  and  suddenly  found  them¬ 
selves  many  dollars  richer.  One  man  in  Greene, 
New  York  found  17  specimens!  A  nun  in  a  convent  near  Boston 
found  one  coin,  sold  it  for  $20.00,  and  then  found  another!  In 
this  way  several  thousand  1955  Double-Die  cents  have  turned 
up  over  the  years. 

The  1955  Double-Die  cent  increased  collectors’  appetites  for 
mint  oddities.  Soon  a  value  was  being  placed  on  any  coin  variant, 
no  matter  how  slight.  To  aid  in  the  sale,  promotion  and  appeal  of 
these  oddities  interesting  names  were  attached  to  them.  The  1955 
Bugs  Bunny  half  dollar  and  the  1955  cracked  skull  cents  have 
names  describing  their  real  or  fanciful  appearance.  We  remember 
a  California  man  who  wrote  to  us  stating  that  in  a  single  evening’s 
time  he  had  picked  out  well  over  1 00  “valuable”  oddities  of  one 
sort  or  another  from  quantities  of  unsorted  coins. 

Reproduced  in  the  same  book 
was  a  1 960  advertisement  of  Empire 
Coin  Company  which  gave  what  I 
considered  to  be  salient  points  and 
features  of  the  variety: 

Yes,  we  have  available  a  small  group 
of  the  most  popular  coin  of  the  year, 
the  1955  Double-Die  Lincoln  cent. 

During  recent  months  the  1955 
Double-Die  cent  has  caused  more 
collector  and  investor  interest  than 
any  other  United  States  coin.  This  is 
rightly  so.  The  1955  Double-Die 
cent  has  three  outstanding  features: 
First— It  is  the  most  spectacular 
die  error  of  modern  times.  The 
other  20th-century  die  errors 
(1918/7-D  nickel;  1942/1  dime; 

191 8/7-S  quarter,  etc.)  have  only 
the  date  in  error.  On  the  1955 
Double-Die  cent  the  entire  ob¬ 
verse  is  strikingly  double  cut .  . . 
there  are  two  sharply  cut  impres¬ 
sions  of  each  letter  and  two  dis¬ 
tinct  dates,  one  above  the  other. 

Second — The  mintage  of  the 
1955  double-die  cent  has  been 
estimated  at  about  20,000  pieces 
in  all . . .  thus  making  it  the  rarest 
Lincoln  cent  by  far — 24  times 
rarer  than  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  and  over  50  times  rarer  than  the 
1914-D!  The  1955  Double-Die  cent  was  not  discovered  by 
numismatists  until  the  coins  were  put  into  circulation.  The 
number  of  1955  Double-Die  cents  in  collectors  hands  is  prob- 
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ably  not  over  2,000  to  3,000  pieces.  Even  this  may  be  a  liberal  estimate. 

Third — Lincoln  cents  are  the  most  popular  series  in  United  States 
coin  collecting.  The  1953  Double-Die  is  the  rarest  coin  in  the  Lincoln 
cent  set.  Therefore  the  1955  Double-Die  cent  has  the  unique  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  the  rarest  coin  in  the  most  popular  U.S.  series.  The 
investment  possibilities  are  obvious.  The  popularity  of  the  1955  Double- 
Die  cent  has  been  enhanced  further  by  its  listing  and  illustration  in  the 
Guide  Book.  We  notice,  also,  that  space  for  this  coin  is  being  included 
in  many  albums,  including  the  attractive  new  Library  of  Coins  album. 
With  such  a  fantastic  demand  for  the  small  number  of  1955  Double- 
Die  cents  available  this  coin  has  a  very  bright  future. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  purchasing  a  limited  number  of  these 
coins.  All  are  choice  specimens  which  have  never  been  cleaned.  We 
recommend  the  1955  Double-Die  cent  as  an  exceptional  investment 
item  and  also  as  a  centerpiece  for  your  Lincoln  cent  collection. 


1955  Double-die  cent,  choice  EF - $59.50 

1955  Double-die  cent,  choice  AU - 75.00 

Investor’s  group  of  three  choice  EF’s - 165.00 

Investor’s  group  of  three  choice  AU’s  - 217.50 


What  has  happened  to  the  1955  Double-Die  (a  “d”  has  been  added 
to  the  nomenclature;  it  is  now  called  the  Doubled 
Die)  cent  in  the  marketplace  since  the  1960s? 

Actually,  quite  a  bit. 

Whereas  in  the  late  1950s  and  early  1960s, 
our  company  was  one  of  the  few  numismatic 
firms  interested  in  the  variety,  today  the  1955 
Doubled-Die  cent  is  virtually  universally  de¬ 
sired  and  admired.  Mint  State  specimens  with 
particularly  nice  original  color,  described  as  MS- 
65  red  have  sold  for  several  thousand  dollars 
each  or  more.  I  never  would  have  believed  it 
years  ago!  Today,  a  nice  EF  or  AU  specimen  is 
apt  to  be  priced  at  $500  or  more.  So  far  as  I 
know,  there  are  no  hoards  or  groups  around. 

In  numismatics  as  in  any  other  field  of  life,  a 
“good  story”  always  attracts  attention.  Every 
once  in  awhile  years  ago  I  would  hear  about 
someone  who  had  one  or  two  original  bank- 
wrapped  rolls.  However,  upon  further  question¬ 
ing — in  one  instance  even  offering  a  reward — 
no  such  roll  has  materialized.  Nor  could  they 
have,  for  the  production  of  Doubled-Die  cents 
in  1955  was  just  from  one  press,  and  was  mixed 
with  the  harvest  from  other  presses  before  the 
pieces  left  the  Mint.  Any  roll  later  wrapped  in 
paper  would  by  definition  contain  coins  from  multiple  presses  and 
would  have  just  a  few  1955  Doubled-Dies  at  most. 

Even  the  prospect  of  finding  a  1955  bank-wrapped  roll  of  Lincoln 
cents  and  within  it  two,  three,  or  four  Doubled-Dies  has  never  been 
realized,  so  far  as  I  know.  Apparently,  all  these  pieces  slipped  into 
circulation — down  to  the  very  last  one  of  them.  Most  if  not  all  Mint  State 
coins  were  fished  from  new  pocket  change  at  the  time  of  release  or,  most 
often,  taken  from  cigarette  packs.  Inasmuch  as  I  didn’t  mention  the 
cigarette  pack  situation  in  my  1964  book,  I  will  expand  upon  it  here: 

In  1955,  in  and  around  the  Triple  Cities  of  upstate  New  York 
(Johnson  City,  Endicott,  and  Binghamton),  cigarettes  in  vending  ma¬ 
chines  sold  for  23  cents  per  pack.  In  order  to  Simplify  merchandising,  the 
vending  machine  companies  placed  two  “new”  Lincoln  cents  under  the 
cellophane  in  each  pack,  thereby  giving  a  refund  if  a  coin  was  deposited. 


As  fortune  would  have  it,  many  packs  during  a  particular  time  in  1955 
contained  one  or  sometimes  two  of  the  1955  Doubled-Die  cents 
(although  I  do  not  recall  of  ever  hearing  of  more  than  one  per  pack, 
presumably  the  accompanying  coin  was  a  regular  1955  cent).  When  Jim 
Ruddy  first  started  buying  these  locally  in  Johnson  City,  New  York 
(where  his  company  was  located;  later  this  was  the  site  of  Empire  Coin 
Company  owned  by  Jim  and  me),  it  was  not  at  all  unusual  to  have  a 
citizen  bring  in  a  piece  wrapped  in  the  original  cigarette  cellophane. 

As  news  of  the  variety  spread,  others  became  interested.  Prominent 
in  this  regard  was  Robert  Bashlow  of  New  York  City,  now  deceased, 
who  in  his  day  thought  this  was  the  neatest  thing  since  sliced  bread,  and 
borrowed  money  from  a  pawnbroker  to  buy  as  many  as  he  could  from 
us  (I  know  this  method  of  finance,  as  we  had  to  sign  certain  papers 
agreeing  to  buy  them  from  the  pawnbroker  in  case  Bob  defaulted;  he 
never  did  default,  however) .  At  one  time  J im  Ruddy  and  I  sold  Bob  our 
entire  holdings  which,  at  that  particular  point,  amounted  to  perhaps  a 
couple  hundred  pieces  or  so.  Later,  we  bought  the  entire  lot  back  from 
Bob,  multiplying  his  investment! 

The  late  Harry  Lessin,  well-known  Connecticut  collector,  became 

very  interested  in  1955  Doubled-Die  cents 
as  well,  and  apart  from  activities  of  my  firm, 
on  his  own  laid  up  a  holding  which  I  never 
saw,  but  which,  apparently,  was  somewhat 
on  the  order  of  50  to  100  pieces,  most  in 
higher  grades  such  as  AU  and  Mint  State. 

Over  the  years,  as  the  variety  became 
more  published,  additional  pieces  were  found 
in  circulation.  Whereas  the  original  distri¬ 
bution  took  place  in  the  T riple  Cities  area  of 
New  York  state,  in  western  Massachusetts, 
and  in  the  Boston  area,  eventually  the  pieces 
became  mixed  and  saw  wider  circulation. 
The  1955  Doubled-Die  cent  became  one  of 
those  “treasure  in  your  pocket”  coins  which 
anyone  had  the  potential  of  finding  if  he  or 
she  looked  through  enough  Lincoln  cents. 
However,  relatively  few  others  turned  up. 

I  am  often  asked  how  many  of  these  exist 
today,  and  for  this  there  is  no  hard  and  fast 
answer.  I  would  estimate  that  90%  or  more 
of  extant  pieces  are  less  than  MS-60  grade, 
and  that  perhaps  only  one  in  a  couple  hun¬ 
dred  pieces  would  merit  the  MS-65  designa¬ 
tion.  Quite  a  few  of  these  have  been  dipped 
and  cleaned,  and  thus  “red”  Mint  State  pieces  seen  on  the  market,  even 
in  certified  holders,  are  not  always  original  red  (in  my  opinion).  A 
pristine  original  red  specimen  from  the  cigarette  packs  of  long  ago 
would  be  toned  a  light,  warm  orange  now,  possibly  with  a  few  flecks  of 
brown. 

So  far  as  the  total  population  of  1955  Doubled-Die  cents  is 
concerned,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  revised  release  estimate  of 
about  24,000  coins  that  I  made  in  1964.  To  give  credit  where  credit  is 
die,  Harry  J.  Forman  of  Philadelphia  assisted  in  this  figure,  and  helped 
with  the  interview  ofa  Mint  employee.  Ofthose  putative  24,000  coins, 
probably  fewer  than  25%,  or  6,000  exist  today.  Upon  seeing  this  figure 
in  print,  this  even  seems  too  large,  and  perhaps  the  figure  is  closer  to 
2,000  or  3,000.  Anyway  you  look  at  it,  the  piece  remains  rare. 

At  one  time,  Jim  Ruddy  and  I  had  800  pieces  on  hand,  most  of 
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which  were  in  grades  of  EF,  AU,  and,  occasionally,  MS-60  or  finer. 
One  question  often  asked  today  is  this:  how  many  did  you  hold  back, 
or  keep?  The  answer,  perhaps  unfortunately  and  perhaps  not,  is  that  we 
kept  none.  Then,  as  now,  I  was  in  the  coin  business,  and  my  function 
was  to  buy  and  sell  coins.  Long-term  investment  profits  went  to  my 
clients,  not  to  me,  although  I  do  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
market  performance  that  took  place  while  we  had  coins  in  inventory — 
we  would  keep  raising  the  prices  every  so  often  as  the  demand  increased. 
Indeed,  it  was  the  practice  of  all  coin  dealers  to  review  their  stock  two 
or  three  times  a  year  and  to  make  adjustments  upward.  Often — and  I 
am  not  writing  of  1955  Doubled-Die  cents,  but  of  coins  in  general — 


a  large  cent,  Shield  nickel,  or  other  coin,  purchased  at,  say,  $100  and 
priced  at  $135  for  resale,  if  not  sold,  would  be  marked  up  to  $160, 
$  1 70,  or  some  other  price  as  time  went  by,  and  when  it  sold  would  yield 
an  investment  profit  in  addition  to  the  trading  profit.  A  dealer’s  stock 
was  as  good  as  gold. 

Today,  1  often  think  of  the  early  days  of  the  1 955  Doubled-Die  cent. 
Jim  Ruddy  was  the  true  “father”  of  the  variety,  as  he  was  the  first  dealer 
who  bought  them,  so  far  as  I  know.  The  first  publicity  concerning  the 
1955  Doubled-Die  cent  appeared  in  Numismatic  News,  where  it  was 
called  the  “Shift  Cent,”  if  memory  serves.  It  was  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  who 
standardized  the  nomenclature  as  “Doubled-Die”  which  we  use  today. 


Bowers  an  Ambassador 


Q.  David  Bowers  received  the  Numismatic  News  Numismatic 
Ambassador  Award  during  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
banquet  preceding  the  American  Numismatic  Association  anniver¬ 
sary  convention  in  Detroit. 

Clifford  Mishler,  president  of 
Krause  Publications,  in  present¬ 
ing  the  award  noted  that  it  had 
been  given  to  few  dealers  in  its 
20-year  history. 

“There  are  dealers,  however,” 
he  said,  “who  are  much  more 
than  mere  dealers,  just  as  there 
are  editors  who  are  much  more 
than  mere  editors,  writers  who 
are  much  more  than  mere  writ¬ 
ers,  and  teachers  who  are  much 
more  than  mere  teachers.  Dave 
is  certainly  numbered  in  that 
class  of  distinction. 

“  Dave  has  from  the  early  days 
been  both  a  strong  proponent 
of  the  hobby  and  a  spokesman 
for  the  profession.  He  has  broad¬ 
cast  the  work  in  untold  millions 
of  written  words  to  all  who  have 
been  willing  to  pick  up  a  book, 
auction  catalog,  fixed  price  list¬ 
ing  or  periodical  column  he  has 
generated  to  meet  commercial 
or  love  of  the  hobby  objectives 
and  digest  its  contents. 

“His  commercial  success  not¬ 
withstanding,  he  has  never  lost 
sight  of  the  average  collector,  nor 
the  beginner  for  that  matter.” 

Mishler  said  he  had  enjoyed 
hundreds  of  letters  and  conversations  with  Bowers,  exchanging 
opinions  “from  the  application  of  numismatic  terms  to  the  vagaries 
of  coin  grading  and  whizzing,  and  from  the  packaging  of  news 
!  coverage  in  positive  or  negative  terms  to  Bicentennial  coinage  and 
|  the  affairs  of  the  ANA  and  PNG.” 

Bowers  has  been  president  of  both  organizations.  He  served  on  the 


ANA  Board  of  Governors,  1977-1979,  at  the  same  time  he  was 
president  of  the  PNG.  He  became  ANA  vice  president,  1979-1981, 
and  served  as  president,  1981-1 983.  While  he  was  ANA  president,  he 
made  it  a  point  to  answer  every  piece  of  mail  sent  to  him. 

A  professional  numismatist 
since  the  1 950s  when  he  was  still 
in  his  teens,  he  is  teamed  today 
with  Ray  Merena  in  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries. 

Bowers  has  been  a  prolific 
writer. 

Among  his  landmark  books 
are:  Adventures  With  Rare  Coins, 
The  History  of  United  States  Coin¬ 
age  as  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett 
Collection,  High  Profits  from  Rare 
Coin  Investment,  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia,  United  States 
Gold  Coins :  An  Illustrated  His¬ 
tory,  The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Centennial Historyand 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia.  He  has  also  writ¬ 
ten  a  series  of  “Action  Guides” 
on  U.S.  coinage  series  and  edited 
a  series  of  “Companion”  vol¬ 
umes  of  essays. 

He  has  written  articles  for 
numismatic  publications,  includ¬ 
ing  his  firm’s  Rare  Coin  Review. 
He  has  also  written  about  music 
machines,  another  hobby  of  his, 
and  other  topics. 

He  has  won  numerous  numis¬ 
matic  literary  awards,  including  the  Clemy,  the  highest  award  of  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild. 

He  received  the  PNG’s  Robert  Friedberg  Award  in  1980  for  his 
U.S.  gold  book  and  again  this  year  for  his  silver  dollar  book.  The 
PNG  also  presented  its  highest  honor,  the  Founders’  Award,  to  him 
in  1974. 


Clifford  Mishler  (left),  president  of  Krause  Publications 
congratulates  Q.  David  Bowers,  who  recently  received  the 
Numismatic  News  Numismatic  Ambassador  Award. 


Page  16 


Riire  Com  Review  No.  102 


THREE  AND  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


1882  VF-25 . 99.00 

1882  VF-20 . 95.00 


1884  MS-62.  Very  attractive.  Rare  so  fine! ..  625.00 
1887  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful. .  525.00 

This  is  the  rarest  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  its  era, 
although  very  few  people  realize  it.  In  1887,  the  Proof  mintage 
of  this  denomination  amounted  to  2,960  pieces.  However,  of 
this  figure,  probably  about  2,000  were  of  the  1 887/6  overdate 
variety,  leaving  1,000  or  fewer  of  the  regular  1887  coins. 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 695.00 
1889  MS-63.  Frosty . 450.00 


Silver  3<£  Pieces 


Silver  three-cent  pieces  were  struck  from  1851- 
1873  inclusive,  and  were  made  in  three  different 
design  types  (1851-1853,  1854-1858,  and  1859- 
1873).  Specimens  can  be  collected  in  various  grades 
for  years  from  1851-1862.  After  that,  most  known 
examples  are  Proofs  minted  for  collectors;  business 
strikes  are  very  rare.  There  is  only  one  branch  mint 
issue  in  this  series,  the  1851-0  from  New  Orleans. 


Outstanding  Gem  1854 


1854  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  the  elusive  Type 
II  design.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply 
struck,  and  especially  desirable  as  such.  A  prize 
item  for  the  connoisseur! . 5,475.00 


Lustrous  Gem  1855  3<£ 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  The 

lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1858  Type  II 
design .  3,650.00 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  most 

important  of  all,  quite  well  struck  (this  date  is 
typically  is  weakly  struck).  A  very  beautiful,  very 
important  coin . 2,150.00 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning .  1,275.00 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 

just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  Well-struck  for 
the  issue,  with  a  slight  weakness  on  the  reverse  (not 
unusual  for  this  date) .  1,275.00 

1862  MS-63.  Richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal- 

blue  and  violet . 350.00 

1 862  AU-58.  Lustrous  surfaces  display  golden  toning 
at  the  rims . 135.00 

1873  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  Proof-only  issue,  one  of 


just  600  specimens  coined  in  the  final  year  of  the 
silver  three-cent  series.  Reflective  fields  and  lightly 
frosty  design  elements  toned  in  attractive  shades  of 
iridescent  rose  and  gold .  1,200.00 

Nickel  Pieces 


Shield  Nickels 


Shield  nickels  were  produced  from  1866-1883  in¬ 
clusive.  All  specimens  of  1 866  and  a  few  of  1 867  were 
struck  with  rays  on  the  reverse.  Later  issues  have  no 
rays. 

There  were  many  problems  encountered  at  the  Mint 
when  striking  Shield  nickels.  As  a  result,  dies  wore 
quickly  and  often  shattered.  The  typical  Mint  State 
specimen,  viewed  under  magnification,  is  apt  to  show 
a  number  of  die  breaks,  repunchings,  and  other  evi¬ 
dences  of  this,  some  of  which  can  be  quite  fascinating. 
Proofs  are  available  of  all  dates,  although  the  1 866  is 
scarce  and  the  1867  With  Rays  is  a  major  rarity. 

1866  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of  issue.  Sharply 
struck  (very  unusual  for  this  date),  frosty,  and 
lustrous.  A  premium  quality  example. .  2,350.00 

1867  With  Rays.  AU-50.  Pale  golden  iridescence.  A 

nice  example  of  this  rare  variety;  several  times  rarer 
than  the  1866  with  rays . 215.00 

1868  MS-64  (NGC).  With  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  295.00 

1868  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  Attractively  ton¬ 
ing . 215.00 

1876  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Centennial  year . 495.00 

1876  MS-63.  The  obverse  shows  slight  die  dou¬ 
bling . 295.00 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces.  Bril¬ 
liant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one  of 
the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five-cent 

series .  875.00 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  business  strike 
form.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A  prize  for 
the  specialist .  1,495.00 

Whereas  Proofs  were  saved  as  a  matter  of  course  by  numis¬ 
matists  who  paid  a  premium  for  them,  business  strikes  were 
generally  ignored. 

1881  AU-50.  Very  rare . 465.00 

1882  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.395.00 
1883/2  Overdate.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Silver 

gray  surfaces  display  warm  golden  toning  and 

frosty  cartwheel  lustre . 825.00 

Breen-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  second  8 
and  3  in  date. 

1883  Shield.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Deep  mirror  Proof 
surfaces.  Brilliant.  Outstanding  quality!  .  895-00 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64.  Brilliant,  beautiful. ..  425.00 
1 883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty, 
and  sharply  struck . 795.00 


Liberty  Head  Nickels 


Liberty  Head  nickels  were  struck  for  circulation 
from  1883-1912,  and  in  a  special  limited  edition  for 
collectors  (just  five  pieces)  in  1913. 

The  relatively  inexpensive  1883  nickel  without 
CENTS  on  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  famous  coins 
in  American  coinage,  as  it  represents  a  mint  design 
error.  The  public  thought  that  these  would  become 
very  valuable,  and  coins  were  hoarded  in  quantity. 
T  oday,  this  is  one  of  the  most  available  Liberty  nickels 
as  a  result.  Scarce  issues  include  1885,  1886,  1912-S, 
although  a  number  of  others  are  hard  to  find  in  higher 
grades.  In  your  editor’s  opinion,  this  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  issues  in  American  coinage. 

1 883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-64.  First  type  of 

the  year . 475.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  495.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64 . 89.00 

1 883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  Proof-63.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  frosty  devices  and  nicely  reflective 

fields . 315.00 

1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  MS-63 . 45.00 

1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  MS-60.  Light  golden 
toning . 110.00 

1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  AU-58 . 85.00 

1884  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive.  ..259.00 
1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 259.00 

1884  MS-63.  Lightly  toned  lustrous  surfaces.  219.00 

Repunching  at  1  and  second  8  in  date. 


1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  lustrous 
blue  toning.  A  frosty  specimen  of  an  issue  which  in 
this  grade  is  exceedingly  rare . 2,295.00 

On  the  average,  a  year  or  more  elapses  between  our  having 
an  MS-65  1885  nickel  in  stock;  in  high-grade  business  strike 
grades  the  1885  is  much  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 

1885  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  rare. ...  725.00 


1885  EF-40.  Rare . 695.00 

1886  VF-20.  Important  key  issue . 210.00 

1889  Proof-64  (NGC) . 295.00 

1890  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1890  MS-64 . 245.00 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1890  MS-63 .  175.00 

1890  MS-63  (NGC) . 175.00 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1891  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 335.00 

1892  MS-63 .  165.00 
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1894  MS-62  (PCI).  Frosty  and  attractive.  ...225.00 

1895  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 675.00 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1896  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1896  AU-55.  Scarce  date . 79.00 

1899  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  625.00 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS) . 119.00 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  625.00 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1902  Proot-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  and  mirror 

fields.  Attractive  light  golden  toning . 319.00 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous,  attractive. ...  625.00 

1903  MS-63 . 99.00 

1904  Proof-65  (NGC) .  595.00 

1904  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1904  Proof-63 .  195.00 

1904  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  specimen.  625.00 

1906  MS-64.  Dazzling  mint  lustre . 185.00 

1908  Proof-65  (PCGS) .  595.00 

1908  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen . 625.00 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mirrorlike  obverse.  ..  175.00 

1909  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning..  335.00 

1911  MS-64 .  165.00 

1911  MS-64  (NGC) . 165.00 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 


Stan  a  collection  of  Liberty  Head  nickels!  From  a  VALUE 
standpoint  we  really  like  the  MS-64  grade  in  the  Liberty  nickel 
series.  This  offering  gives  you  the  chance  to  make  a  running  stan 
on  a  date  set  of  MS-64  coins.  And,  if  you  order  five  or  more 
different  dates,  you  can  take  a  10%  discount! 


1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

191 2-D  MS-63 . 235.00 


1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of 

this  rare  variety .  1,995.00 

With  its  mintage  of  just  238,000  pieces,  the  1912-S  has 
the  lowest  production  quantity  of  any  business  strike  in  the 
regular  1883-1912  Liberty  Head  nickel  series.  At  the  time  of 
issue,  the  variety  was  recognized  as  rare,  and  almost  immedi¬ 
ately  sold  for  a  premium.  However,  collecting  nickels  by 
mintmark  variety  did  not  become  popular  until  the  1930s, 
when  the  Raymond  “National”  album  pages  achieved  wide 
distribution.  By  that  time,  most  1912-S  nickels  had  long 
since  disappeared  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  speci¬ 
mens  can  be  called  scarce,  if  not  rare.  All  authentic  1912-S 
nickels  are  somewhat  lightly  defined  in  hair  details  on  the 
high  point  of  the  obverse,  a  hallmark  enabling  the  experi¬ 
enced  eye  to  identify  a  1 9 1 2-S  nickel  without  even  seeing  the 
mintmark  on  the  reverse!  Apparently,  all  pieces  were  struck 
from  a  single  obverse  die;  we  have  never  seen  any  with  other 
die  characteristics. 

1912-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Fully  struck  and  rare  as 

such .  1,350.00 

1912-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent  toning. 

A  splendid  coin . 1,150.00 

1912-S  VF-20 . 289.00 


1912-S  VG-8 . 55.00 


Buffalo  Nickels 


Buffalo  nickels  are  very  popular,  and  we  endeavor  to 
maintain  a  nice  inventory  of  them,  as  acquisition 
opportunities  present  themselves.  More  so  than  for  any 
other  series  of  this  denomination,  quite  a  bit  of  picking 
and  choosing  is  needed  to  select  nice  Buffalo  nickels. 

The  present  offering  combines  a  number  of  the 
more  available,  inexpensive  issues  in  high  grades, 
together  with  some  rare  mintmarked  varieties  in  Mint 


State.  You  will  like  our  quality  and  value. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I  MS-66  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I  MS-65 . 95.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I  MS-64 . 65.00 

191 3-D  Buffalo.  Type  I  MS-65  (NGC) . 265.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63 . 59.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  AU-55 . 49.00 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 

frosty,  lustrous.  A  gem! . 825.00 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  AU-58 . 65.00 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  AU-55 .  55.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II  MS-65  (NGC) . 365.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63 . 49.00 


1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lus¬ 
trous,  gorgeous  specimen  with  light  iridescent 
toning.  One  of  the  most  aesthetically  satisfying 
we  have  handled.  The  connoisseur  will  like  this 


one . 225.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II  F-15 . 55.00 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

with  pleasing  light  toning . 525.00 


Years  ago,  the  1913-S  Type  II  was  considered  to  be  one  of 
the  top  half  dozen  rarities  in  the  series.  Since  then,  the  issue  has 
received  virtually  no  publicity,  and  has  been  overlooked.  How¬ 
ever,  examples  are  more  elusive  today  than  ever. 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  sur¬ 


faces . 135.00 

1914  MS-63 .  69.00 

1914-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285.00 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Quite  well-struck  and  lus¬ 
trous . 675.00 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold . 325.00 

1915  MS-65 . 375.00 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1915  MS-64 .  135.00 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Sharply 

struck . 135.00 

1915- D  MS-60 .  175.00 


Lustrous  Gem  1915-S 


1915- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous  surfaces 

with  a  whisper  of  toning.  Very  rare  at  this  grade 
level.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,850.00 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 

display  attractive  rose  highlights . 475.00 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
Light  golden  toning . 245.00 

1916- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1917  MS-64 .  195.00 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  delicate  golden 

toning.  Gorgeous! . 195.00 

1917  AU-58 . 32.00 

1917- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Evenly  toned  in  iridescent 

gold.  A  well-struck  and  aesthetically  appealing 
specimen  of  a  desirable  issue .  550.00 

1917-S  EF-40.  Typical  weak  strike  (sorry  about  that, 
but  the  price  reflects  it) . 99.00 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  delicate  golden  toning .  1,850.00 

1918  MS-60 . 69.00 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractively  toned . 495.00 

1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Light 

golden  toning . 495.00 

1919  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem.  Attractive 
toning . 185.00 

1919  AU-55 . 25.00 

1919-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  the  choice  Uncirculated  level.  You’ll 
really  like  this  beauty! . 995.00 

1919-S  EF-45.  Considerable  mint  lustre  remains  in 
the  protected  areas . 185.00 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well-struck  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous . 199.00 

1921  MS-63.  Frosty  with  a  pleasing  nuance  of  pearl 

gray  toning . 135.00 

1921  AU-50 . 45.00 

1 923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light  golden  toning.  A 

beauty . 219.00 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned 

gem . 625.00 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1926  MS-64 . 65.00 

1926-D  Sharp  strike.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  elusive 
well  struck;  95%  or  more  are  very  weak.  For  the 
quality-conscious  buyer,  here  is  a  very  special  1 926- 
D.  Ask  to  see  it  on  approval,  and  you’ll  want  to 


keep  it  forever . 750.00 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit  strong 

cartwheel  lustre . 245.00 

1927  MS-63 . 39.00 

1927  AU-55 . 19.00 

1927-D  MS-64 . 425.00 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS) .  1,250.00 


In  our  opinion,  1927-S  is  considerably  scarcer  than  current 
market  values  indicate,  thus  offering  an  important  opportunity. 


Order  It  Todayy  Enjoy  It  Tomorrow 

Ask  about  our  overnight  delivery  option 
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NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


Even  decades  ago  when  Buffalo  nickels  were  more  plentiful  than 
they  are  now,  we  encountered  Mint  State  1927-S  coins  only  at 


widely  spaced  intervals. 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty . 445.00 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1928  AU-50 . 19.00 

1 928-D  MS-64  (PCGS) .  Attractively  toned  and  highly 

lustrous . 139.00 

1 928-D  MS-63 . 75.00 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 995.00 


A  superb  specimen,  brilliant  with  delicate  iridescent  toning. 
The  quality  of  this  piece  will  easily  eclipse  certain  coins  graded 

MS-65. 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  over 


lustrous  surfaces.  Quite  attractive . 575.00 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1929-S  MS-64 .  179.00 

1929- S  MS-64  (NGC) . 179.00 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS) . 109.00 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS) .  595.00 

1931- S  MS-65 . 250.00 


The  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  1930s 
in  this  series;  just  1.2  million  pieces  were  struck. 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem.  Our  buyers 
recently  found  a  nice  group  of  eight  pieces,  each 
one  superb!  Buy  one  for . 250.00 


1931-S  MS-64 . 99.00 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold . 295.00 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ..475.00 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ...  125.00 

1935- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 210.00 

1936  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty . 79.00 

1936- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty . 42.00 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty . 39.00 

1937- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  We  just 

purchased  three  of  these,  put  away  years  ago.  Buy 
one  for . 1 19.00 

1937-D  3  Legged.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  An  attractive  specimen .  1 ,450.00 

1937-D  3  Legged.  AU-50.  Iridescent  rose  highlights 
on  lustrous  surfaces . 765.00 

1937-D  3  Legged.  EF-40 . 475.00 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  How  fortu¬ 
nate  we  were  to  buy  1 1  of  these  gems.  They’ll  sell 
quickly.  Limit:  One  per  buyer,  for,  each:  345.00 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty . 69.00 

1937- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 69.00 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty . 39.00 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

frosty . 39.00 


1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty . 24.00 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Glittering  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Famous  and  very  popular  “overmintmark” 
variety  from  the  final  year  of  coinage  of  the 


series . 265.00 

1938-D/S  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous . 125.00 

1938-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem.  Attrac¬ 
tively  toned  in  shades  of  pale  gold . 125.00 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty . 70.00 


Jefferson  Nickels 


1938-D  Jefferson.  MS-63 . 6.00 

1942  Type  II.  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1943  MS-64 . 7.00 

1950  Proof-66  (NGC) . 49.00 


A  Letter  from 
Donn  Pearlman 

The  following  is  from  Donn  Pearlman, 
dated  September  23,  1994: 

Dear  Dave: 

A  belated  CONGRATULATIONS!  on 
being  inducted  into  the  Numismatic  Hall 
of  Fame. 

It  is  still  more  recognition  of  all  the 
outstanding  achievements  you  have  ac¬ 
complished  for  the  hobby. 

If  only  other  dealers  would  share  your 
positive  approach.  The  more  I  think  about 
it,  the  more  convinced  I  am  that  one  of  the 
biggest  problems  in  the  “industry”  is  the 
negative  grumbling  of  so  many  dealers 
because  it  is  not  as  easy  to  make  a  fast  buck 
as  it  was  in  1979.  Rather  than  complain, 
they  should  be  doing  what  they  can  to 
cultivate  new  collectors  and  increase  hobby 
enjoyment  for  their  current  customers. 

Am  I  living  in  a  dream  world? 

Anyway,  congratulations  on  becoming 
a  member  of  the  ANA  Hall  of  Fame. 

Best  wishes,  Donn 


Order  it  today 
Enjoy  it  tomorrow 

Ask  about  our  overnight  Federal  Ex¬ 
press  service.  Just  $10  on  orders  under 
$300;  FREE  above  that  amount. 


COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  SETS 

Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  sets 
assembled  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and 
Mark  Borckardt.  We  guarantee  you  ’ll  like  the 
quality,  value,  and  the  selection  we  make  for  you: 


Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  1 

STARTER  SET  of  silver  commemoratives  of 
the  1 892- 1 954  classic  era:  Well  select  $  1 ,000  or 
more  worth  of  different  design  types  (no  two 
alike),  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as 
MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  This  will  be  a  fine 
start  on  a  48-piece  type  set.  Your  net  price  is 
$895.00.  In  addition,  at  your  request,  well  send 
some  other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add  to 
your  set  if  you  wish  (each  will  carry  a  special 
discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Commemorative 
Set  No.  1.” 

Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  well  select  $3,000  or 
more  worth  of  silver  commemoratives  (each 
of  a  different  design)  from  the  early,  classic 
years,  1892  to  1954,  each  brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65. 
Your  net  price  is  $2,695,  which  will  include 
over  $3,000  worth  of  coins  PLUS  a  great 
book  Dave  Bowers’  Commemorative  Coins  of 


the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  In 
addition,  at  your  request,  well  send  some 
other  choice  commemoratives  to  you  on  ap¬ 
proval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each 
piece  will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for 
“Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  2.” 

Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  3 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  and  has 
even  more  coins — each  one  selected  for  its 
quality  and  beauty!  Not  only  will  you  receive 
many  different  basic  design  types,  but  there 
will  be  numerous  low-mintage  date  and 
mintmark  varieties  as  well,  a  grand  start  on  a 
specialized  1 44-piece  silver  set.  You’ll  get  over 
$10,000  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular  prices, 
discounted  to  you  for  only  $8,850  including 
Dave  Bowers’  Encyclopedia  of  commem¬ 
oratives.  And,  if  desired,  we’ll  send  you  some 
additional  silver  commemoratives  on  approval, 
and  will  keep  a  “want  list”  showing  pieces  you 
still  need. 
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The  Days 
of  Long  Ago 


by  Bruce  Amspacher 


Scene  I 

I  always  picture  it  as  a  bitterly  cold  day,  with  a  biting  wind 
that  stings  your  face  as  you  walk  around  the  corner.  There  are 
patches  of  snow  adhering  to  hitching  posts  and  the  bases  of 
doorjambs.  Windows  are  frosted  and  create  a  minor  distor¬ 
tion  for  the  townspeople  on  the  inside  looking  out. 

There  is  a  messenger  walking  quickly  towards  the  stables. 
He  nearly  slips  on  an  icy  patch,  then  rights  himself  and 
continues.  He  is  carrying  a  message  and  two  tiny  coins. 
Although  he  will  one  day  be  forgotten,  what  he  transports  will 
not.  It  is  history.  The  beginning. 

The  letter  is  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  is  written  to 
George  Washington.  Over  two  centuries  later, 
the  letter  still  survives. 

The  two  tiny  coins  survive  as  well.  On  the 
previous  day,  they  were  the  first  two  coins 
struck  at  the  new  Mint  on  Seventh  Street  by 
Sugar  Alley. 

It  is  a  week  until  Christmas  in  the  year 
1792.  American  coinage  has  been  born  in 
Philadelphia,  and  with  it  one  of  the  nation’s 
greatest  heritages. 

In  the  coming  months  the  new  Mint  will 
strike  the  famous  “Chain”  and  “Wreath”  cents 
and  a  new  half  cent,  but  the  coins  the  messen¬ 
ger  carries  this  day  are  copper  with  a  minuscule 
silver  plug  in  the  center.  They  will  be  known 

as  the  “Silver  Center  Cents,”  and  only  a  dozen  . 

or  so  were  minted. 

It  can  be  argued  that  these  are  not  actually  the  first  U.S. 
coins,  as  trial  minting  has  been 
going  on  at  John  Harper’s  cel¬ 
lar  on  Sixth  Street  for  several 
months.  But  these  are  the  first 
coins  from  the  official,  new 
Mint.  Regardless,  the  messen¬ 
ger  is  oblivious  to  such  argu¬ 
ments.  He  thinks  only  of  the 
warm  fire  that  awaits  him  at  the 
end  of  his  journey. 

Later,  as  he  rides  towards 
his  destination,  the  messenger 
pulls  the  packet  from  his  pocket. 

The  wax  seal  has  become  brittle 


and  broken  off,  so  he  is  able  to  open  the 
envelope  without  fear  of  reprisal.  He  reads 
the  letter: 

Th.  Jefferson  has  the  honor  to  send  the 
President  two  cents  made  on  Voigt’s  plan  by 
putting  a  silver  plug  worth  3/4  of  a  cent  into 
a  copper  worth  1/4  ofacent.  Mr.  Rittenhouse 
is  about  to  make  a  few  by  mixing  the  same 
plug  by  fusion  with  the  same  quantity  of 
copper.  He  will  then  make  of  copper  alone  of 
the  same  size,  &  lastly  he  will  make  the  real 
cent  as  ordered  by  Congress,  4  times  as  big. 
Specimens  of  these  several  ways  of  making 
the  cent  may  now  be  delivered  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Congress  now  having  the  subject 
before  them. 

Mr.  Jefferson  sure  uses  big  words  at  times, 
the  messenger  thinks,  as  he  puts  the  packet  away.  Then  a  flash 
of  bitterness  hits  him.  All  this  way  to  deliver  two  measly  coppers! 
When  will  I  be  appreciated?  When  will  I  be  sent  on  a  mission  of 
significance? 

Scene  II 

Joseph  Wright  had  never  heard  of  a  mosquito  of  the  genus 
aedes,  but  he  knew  the  consequences  of  its  bite.  The  summer  of 
1793  was  the  first  of  “the  bad  summers”  for  yellow  fever,  and 
Wright’s  high  fever  and  jaundice  left  no  doubt  in  his  mind  that 
his  life  was  in  serious  peril. 

Famed  as  a  portraitist,  Wright  was  hired  by  David 

Rittenhouse  as  an  acting  engraver. 
When  Wright’s  device  punch  for 
the  Liberty  Cap  cent  proved  ex¬ 
tremely  practical,  the  demise  of  the 
Wreath  Cent  became  imminent. 
The  coin  would  be  one  of  stark 
simplicity,  yet  many  would  find  in 
it  an  ethereal  beauty. 

Because  the  details  of  the  coin 
wore  out  quickly,  few  numismatists 
would  ever  be  able  to  enjoy  the  “as 
intended”  greatness  of  his  design. 
Joseph  Wright  never  saw  the  com¬ 
plete  coin  for  another  reason.  He 
died  on  September  13,  1793,  five 
days  before  the  delivery  of  1 1,036 
coins  struck. 

“It  is  a  tragedy  and  a  great  loss,”  said  fellow  engraver  Henry 

Voigt. 

“Indeed  it  is,”  said  Rittenhouse, 
“but  as  is  true  with  all  generations, 
it  will  be  ultimately  true  here  that 
art  is  what  survives.  Mr.  Wright 
is  now  immortal.” 


Scene  III 

On  a  cool  October  morning 
in  1795,  Rachel  Summers  en¬ 
tered  the  Mint  offices  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  her  workplace.  As  she 
greeted  her  fellow  employees,  she 
was  told  by  Nathan  Thomas,  a 


It  is  a  week  until 
Christmas  in  the 
year  1792. 
American  coinage 
has  been  born  in 
Philadelphia ,  and 
with  it  one  of  the 
nation 's  greatest 
heritages. 


The  Mint  in  the  1790s 
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THE  DAYS  OF  LONG  AGO 


clerk,  that  her  friend  Sarah  wouldn’t  be  in  that  day. 

“There  is  nothing  seriously  wrong,  I  hope,”  she  said,  mostly  to 
herself.  Rachel  couldn’t  imagine  missing  a  day’s  work  and  the  badly 
needed  50C  in  daily  pay.  She  had  heard  rumors  that  Mr.  Thomas  made 
nearly  five  times  that  amount,  and  it  infuriated  her. 

Before  her  were  the  planchets  for  the  new  silver  dollar.  “There  will 
be  over  40,000  for  you  to  weigh  and  adjust,”  Lodewick  Sharp  said,  “and 
we  need  them  quickly.” 

Mr.  Sharp  suddenly  realized  how  brusque  he  must  have  sounded. 
He  smiled  at  Rachel.  “Mr.  Stuart’s  new  design  is  much  more  attractive 
than  that  of  Mr.  Scot’s.  I’m  quite  certain  you  will  like  it.” 

Rachel  forced  a  smile  in  return.  The  thought  of  weighing  and 
adjusting  that  many  planchets  made  her  shoulders  sag.  She  hoped  that 
Sarah  would  be  back  by  tomorrow  to  help  her.  She  was  thankful  that 
the  Mint  was  not  on  the  winter  schedule,  so  she  only  had  to  work  10 
hours  a  day. 

Each  planchet  was  weighed  with  meticulous  care,  then  filed,  if 
necessary,  to  the  proper  weight.  Unlike  Sarah,  Rachel  tried  not  to 
gouge  the  planchets  and  give  the  coins  an  unsightly  scratched  look. 
“I,  too,  am  an  artist,”  she  told  herself,  “not  that  anyone  will  ever 
notice.” 

She  suddenly  observed  that  Mr.  Gardner  was  standing  near,  watch¬ 
ing  her.  She  liked  Mr.  Gardner’s  always  cheery  countenance  and  quick 
wit. 

“Ahhh,  Rachel,  my  dear,”  he  said,  “you  always  remind  me  of  my 
doctor  when  I  watch  you  work.  So  dedicated  to  your  craft,  so 
thoughtful,  so  sincere.  You  prepare  the  canvases  of  our  work  so 
beautifully.” 

Rachel  blushed  at  the  compliment.  A  doctor.  That’s  what  he  had 
compared  her  to.  She  liked  the  analogy.  A  coin  doctor. 

She  laughed  to  herself.  “Now  that’s  one  term  no  one  will  ever  hear 
again,  “  she  thought.  “Coin  doctor.” 

And  on  that  October  morning  in  1795,  Rachel  Summers  knew  she 
was  unique. 


Scene  IV 

The  18  th  century  was  slipping  away.  By  Christmas  of  1799,  George 
Washington  was  dead.  The  young  nation  was  stricken  with  grief,  but 
a  shroud  of  despair  hung  over  the  Mint  for  another  reason  as  well.  The 
powers  that  be  wanted  to  close  it  down. 

The  employees,  it  was  said,  were  less  than  conscientious  about  their 
work.  The  expenses  of  running  the  Mint  were  too  high.  The  coins  were 
being  hoarded  and  weren’t  circulating.  It  would  be  better  to  turn  over 
America’s  coinage  to  contract  workers;  i.e.,  private  enterprise. 

Closing  the  Mint  remained  a  hot  issue  for  several  years.  Between 
March  14,  1800,  and  January  18,  1803,  debate  raged  and  bills  were 
introduced  to  close  the  coining  facility. 

There  is  a  saying  in  baseball  that  the  best  trades  are  the  ones  you 
never  make.  It  could  also  be  said  of  government,  at  times,  that  the  best 
changes  are  the  ones  that  are  never  instituted.  In  1 803,  the  proposal  to 
abolish  the  Mint  died  a  fortunate  death. 

We  came  within  an  Nth  degree,  an  eyelash,  a  whisker  (or  whatever 
cliche  fits)  of  never  seeing  the  work  of  Christian  Gobrecht  or  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens  or  Laura  Fraser  or  A.A.  Weinman  grace  our  American 
coinage.  What  is  perhaps  our  purest  link  with  the  beginning  of  America 
was  almost  a  footnote. 

Curtain  Closing 

The  stories  above  are,  in  part  from  my  imagination.  Even  so,  every 
person  mentioned  by  name  actually  existed,  from  David  Rittenhouse 
all  the  way  to  Rachel  Summers.  I  was  introduced  to  these  historical 
figures  through  the  outstanding  numismatic  works  of  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Walter  Breen,  and  others. 

Every  American  coin  has  a  story  to  go  with  it.  Some  are  filled  with 
anguish  and  despair,  others  with  hope  and  triumph.  If  you  like,  some 
day  soon  I’ll  tell  you  some  more. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  Volume  9,  No.  7  of  the  Bruce  Amspacber  Investment 
Report,  PO  Box  9527,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92658 


We  recently  received  a  clip¬ 
ping  from  Troy,  Michigan,  ac¬ 
companied  by  this  illustration, 
part  of  a  feature  article  about 
Mark  Paul  and  his  silver  dollar 
collection.  Shown  in  the  picture 
among  his  prize  coins  is  a  copy  of 
Dave  Bowers’  book,  Silver  Dol¬ 
lars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States,  second  of  two  vol¬ 
umes.  Mark  Paul  is  quoted  as 
saying,  “I  have  been  collecting 
since  1963.  I  used  to  have  a  big 
collection,  now  I  specialize  in 
silver  dollars.  A  silver  dollar  is 
something  heavy  to  hold,  and 
beautiful.  The  one  thing  about 
this  hobby  is  that  there  are  so 
many  things  to  collect.  You  don't 
get  tired  of  one  subject.” 

(Photograph  by 
Darron  Markwood) 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 


Gem  1838  Small  Stars 


There  are  two  important  reference  books  in  the  half 
dime  series.  Daniel  W.  Valentine’s  study,  United 
States  Half  Dimes,  describes  issues  from  1794-1837 
(“V”  numbers),  while  an  informative  volume  by  Al 
Blythe,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes,  is  useful  for  the  collector  of  later  issues. 

Collecting  half  dimes  by  date  and  mintmark  is  a 
pleasant  pursuit,  and  a  number  of  our  clients  have 
built  nice  displays  within  this  specialty.  The  present 
offering  ranges  from  early  dates  to  late,  but  primarily 
emphasizes  Liberty  Seated  coins  of  selected  quality.  In 
particular,  there  are  a  number  of  Mint  State  gems, 
among  which  will  be  found  a  desirable  1795  Flowing 
Hair,  one  of  the  nicest  1860  transitional  half  dime 
rarities  we’ve  ever  seen  or  handled,  a  particularly 
notable  business  strike  1863  (where  can  you  find 
another?),  and  several  choice  San  Francisco  Mint 
pieces  of  the  1860s. 


Pleasing  1795  Half  Dime 


1795  Valentine-5.  Flowing  Hair.  R-3.  EF-40 

(ANACS  Cache).  Light  gray  toning.  An  attractive 
specimen  of  this  short-lived  type . 2,595.00 

1830  V-2.  Capped  Bust.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  sat¬ 
iny . 425.00 

1831  V-5.  AU-55.  Pleasing  hues  of  blue  and  golden 

gray . 245.00 

1834  V-3.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  iridescence. 
Most  features  show  bold  definition . 325.00 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  No  Stars.  EF-40.  Tall  peak  to  1 . 199.00 

This  attractive  motif,  without  obverse  stars,  was  taken 
from  Christian  Gobrecht’s  illustrious  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  of  1836.  In  the  half  dime  and  dime  series  it  was 
employed  only  in  1 837  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  1 838  at 
the  New  Orleans  Mint;  no  examples  were  struck  of  dimes, 
quarters,  or  half  dollars. 

1 838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars  variety.  MS-63  (NGC). 

A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 525.00 

First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  with  obverse  stars. 


1838  No  Drapery,  Small  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC).  An 
attractive  specimen,  lustrous.  Multiples  rarer  than 
the  Large  Stars  variety.  The  connoisseur  will  ap¬ 
preciate  this  one! . 3,750.00 

This  variety  was  discovered  by  our  Research  Department  in 
the  1 950s.  The  first  known  specimen  went  into  the  collection  of 
Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb. 

1 838  No  Drapery,  Small  Stars.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pleas¬ 


ing  light  toning.  Rare  variety . 165.00 

1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  AU-58.  Generous 
amounts  of  mint  lustre  on  attractively  toned  sur¬ 
faces . 175.00 

1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  AU-55 .  135.00 


Dazzling  Gem  1839  Half  Dime 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  light 
iridescent  toning.  A  superb,  dazzling  gem  speci¬ 
men!  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this  one;  ideal 
for  a  type  set  or  specialized  collection.  ..  2,450.00 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-55 .  165.00 

1841  Drapery.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  wisps  of 

gold  at  the  borders . 1 10.00 

1844  V-3b.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partly  repunched  date. 
Light  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  frosty  surfaces.  An 
outstanding  example . 2,350.00 

1844  MS-64  (NGC).  A  well  struck,  frosty,  and  beau¬ 

tiful  gem.  Delicate  toning.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 
grade . 695.00 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin  with  gorgeous 

electric  blue  toning  around  the  rims,  changing  to 
magenta  and  brilliant  at  the  centers.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  from  an  old-time  collection.  You’ll  like  this 
one! . 890.00 

1845  AU-50 . 110.00 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 


with  delicate  champagne  toning.  A  brilliant  gem 
that  will  please  the  specialist . 2,195.00 

Shortly  after  1850,  the  price  of  silver  began  to  rise  on 
the  international  market.  By  early  1853,  the  situation  was 
untenable.  United  States  silver  coins  of  the  denominations 
from  half  dime  through  silver  dollar  (not  including  the 
lower  denomination  three-cent  piece,  made  of  a  different 
alloy)  became  worth  more  in  bullion  value  than  face  value! 
As  such,  pieces  put  into  circulation  would  be  immediately 
melted.  For  this  reason,  the  Mint  is  believed  to  have  de¬ 
stroyed  substantial  portions  of  the  already  low  mintage  of 
the  without-arrows  silver  coinage  of  the  half  dime,  dime, 
and  quarter.  The  Act  of  February  21,  1853  reduced  the 
authorized  weight  of  the  denominations  half  dime  through 
half  dollar,  after  which  coins  made  to  the  new  standard 
circulated  freely. 

1853  No  Arrows.  EF-40.  Another  specimen  of 
this  scarce  and  eagerly  sought  variety.  What  a 
price  difference  grade  makes!  A  good  value  for 

only . 215.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 495.00 

Arrows  were  added  alongside  the  date  of  silver  coins  to 
indicate  their  compliance  with  the  Act  of  Feb.  2 1 ,  1853.  Arrows 
remained  only  until  1855,  after  which  they  were  discontinued 
(but  the  authorized  weight  remained  the  same). 

1 853  Arrows.  AU-55.  Popular  three-year  design  type. 


Lightly  toned . 1 10.00 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 . 110.00 

1 855  Arrows.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Well  struck 

and  aesthetically  appealing . 425.00 


The  final  year  of  the  type  with  arrows  at  date;  measurably 
scarcer  as  a  date  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  contemporaries  of 
1853  and  1954. 

1855  Arrows.  MS-62.  Very  heavy  clashed  dies.  275.00 

Clash  marks,  prevalent  on  silver  coinages  of  the  1850s 
and  1860s  and  somewhat  scarcer  on  other  denominations, 
were  caused  by  the  two  dies  coming  together  in  the  coining 
press  without  an  intervening  planchet.  Traces  of  the  obverse 
die  were  impacted  upon  the  reverse  die,  and  vice  versa.  Coins 
subsequently  struck  from  the  die  pair  thus  showed  traceries  of 
the  opposite  die. 

1856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of  a 
popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces  and 
frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and 
warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the  grade.  600.00 

As  a  general  rule,  New  Orleans  Mint  half  dimes  in  Mint 
State  are  much  rarer  than  their  Philadelphia  counterparts. 

1856-0  EF-40 . 95.00 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  The  ob¬ 
verse  displays  attractively  mottled  lavender  toning 
while  the  reverse  is  predominantly  gold.  Consider 

this  beauty  for  your  type  set! .  1 ,650.00 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  hint 
of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 81 5.00 
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1858  MS-62 . 250.00 

1858- 0  AU-55.  A  curious  reverse  rim  flaw  as 

made .  135.00 

1859  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden 

toning .  825.00 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  of  Anthony  Paquet. 
There  are  slight  differences  in  the  obverse  design,  most  notably 
being  hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and  somewhat  slimmer  than 
usual  arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  branch  mint  gem, 

richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal  blue  and  deep 
gold.  A  prize  for  the  connoisseur . 1,150.00 

Gem  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 

1860  Pollock-315,  Judd-267.  Transitional  issue. 

Obverse  of ’59,  reverse  of ’60.  MS-64  (NGC).  A 
classic,  highly  desired,  and  quite  famous  rarity  in 
the  half  dime  series.  A  far  above  average  specimen 
of  this  issue,  which  normally  is  very  flatly  struck. 
The  obverse  is  well  struck  on  nearly  all  stars  (the 
stars  have  hollow  points;  a  feature  of  the  1859  year, 
and  additionally  used  only  on  this  1860-dated 
transitional  half  dime,  not  on  other  1860  pieces). 
The  reverse  is  far  above  average.  From  the  view¬ 
point  of  quality,  this  piece  is  in  the  upper  10%  of 
the  surviving  specimens . 7,950.00 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  yurt  100  of 
these  were  struck.  This  is  sometimes  known  as  the  “stateless”  half 
dime,  inasmuch  as  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
appears  nowhere  on  the  coin! 

1861/0  Overdate.  F-12 . 59.00 

Dazzling  Gem  1863  Rarity 

1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen  of 
one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired  busi¬ 
ness  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 3,750.00 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted,  very  few  of 
which  were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin)  payments  were  sus¬ 
pended  from  mid- 1862  until  well  into  the  1870s.  Collectors 
desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1 863  date  ordered  Proofs.  Business 
strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  exist  today. 

1864- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  high- 

grade,  outstanding  quality  specimen  of  this  Civil 
War  era  date .  1,495.00 

Curiously,  although  specie  payments  had  been  suspended 
in  the  East  since  1862,  on  the  West  Coast,  newly  minted  silver 
and  gold  coins  readily  circulated  at  par.  In  effect,  there  was  a 
different  standard  of  value  in  California  than  there  was  in  New 
York.  It  is  believed  that  many  San  Francisco  silver  issues  of  this 
era,  half  dimes  through  silver  dollars,  were  sent  to  China  for  use 
in  trade.  In  1873,  when  the  trade  dollar  made  its  debut,  exports 
of  other  silver  denominations  slowed. 

1865- S  AU-58.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  495.00 

Each  coin  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is  subject 
to  your  approval  inspection.  If  after  examining  any  piece  you 
are  not  1 00%  delighted,  we  urge  you  to  return  it  for  a  refund. 
We  receive  very  few  returned  coins,  but  the  guarantee  is  there 
as  an  assurance.  If  you  have  established  credit,  just  ask  Gail 
Watson  or  Beth  Piper  to  send  coins  to  you  on  approval.  In 
fact,  if  you  are  considering  buying  owe  coin,  request  several, 
and  take  your  pick  of  the  lot!  We  want  to  make  buying  coins 
as  comfortable  and  enjoyable  as  possible  for  you. 

1867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
and  lustrous,  with  light  golden  toning.  A  popular 
branch  mint  issue,  scarce  in  Mint  State. .  850.00 

As  a  rule,  a  minor  repunching  of  the  date,  such  as  on  this 
coin,  neither  enhances  nor  detracts  from  the  value  of  a  coin. 
All  things  being  equal,  most  numismatists  consider  such 
repunchings  to  be  more  interesting  than  otherwise. 


1868-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  gem  of 

exceptional  quality . 985.00 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  rare  in  Mint 
State,  as  at  the  time  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in 
collecting  mintmark  varieties.  The  demand  for  the  1 868  date 
was  filled  by  Proofs.  Accordingly,  the  survival  of  a  gem  Mint 
State  coin  such  as  this  1868-S  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 

1871- S  EF-40 . 35.00 

1872  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.450.00 
1872  MS-63 . 265.00 

1872- S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65  (NGC).  Variety 
with  S  above  bow.  Attractive  light  golden  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  over  deeply  frosted  surfaces.  1 ,350.00 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-63.  Attractive 
light  iridescent  toning.  A  splendid  coin. .  275.00 
1872-S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64  (NGC).  495.00 


Dimes 


Early  dimes  1796-1837  are  described  with  “JR” 
numbers,  short  for  John  Reich  (an  early  engraver  at 
the  Mint),  as  described  in  the  book  Early  United  States 
Dimes  (1796-1837)  by  David  Davis  and  co-authors. 
The  specialist  in  later  dimes  may  wish  to  acquire  other 
useful  volumes  on  the  series,  including  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  (Brian  Greer),  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Dimes  (David  Lawrence), 
and  The  Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes  (David  W. 
Lange).  Each  of  these  contains  valuable  data  pertain¬ 
ing  to  striking,  varieties,  rarity,  and  availability.  Walter 
Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  looms  large  over  this  and  other  series,  and 
contains  a  wealth  of  information. 

1798  John  Reich-4.  R-3.  VG-8/F15 . 675.00 

“John  Reich  numbers”  are  assigned  to  varieties  of  the 
1796- 1 807  era,  although  Reich  had  nothing  to  do  with  these 
designs;  Reich’s  first  work  on  a  dime  appeared  in  1809. 

1801  JR-1.  R-4.  F-15.  Strong  design  detail  in  most 
areas  of  the  coin.  Fairly  scarce  as  a  date. .  995.00 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1821  JR- 10.  Small  Date.  EF-45.  Gunmetal-gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  pale  golden  brown  highlights.  395.00 

1822  JR-1.  G-6.  A  scarce  date  in  all  grades. .  375.00 


1827  JR-1 1.  R-2.  MS-60.  Lustrous . 995.00 

1829  JR-7.  VF-35  (ANACS  Cache) . 95.00 

1830/29  JR-5.  Overdate.  VF-30 .  195.00 


This  overdate  variety  first  received  publicity  when  it  was 
listed  by  Don  T  axay  in  Scott’s  Standard  Catalogues  1971  (the 
ambition,  never  fulfilled,  was  that  Scott,  prime  factor  in  the 
publication  of  philatelic  accessories,  would  issue  a  yearly 
catalogue  of  coins  as  well,  and,  before  long,  numismatists 
would  be  collecting  coins  by  Sc  'tt  numbers).  At  first,  the 
1830/29  was  considered  to  be  a  major  rarity,  but  as  know¬ 
ledge  of  it  spread,  numerous  other  examples  were  disclosed. 


Today,  it  is  scarce,  but  not  a  notable  rarity. 

1835  JR-4.  EF-40 .  195.00 

1835  JR-9.  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning.  Much  origi¬ 
nal  mint  lustre  is  still  seen . 395.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Gem  1837  No  Stars  Dime 


1837  No  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  From 

the  first  year  of  this  short-lived  series .  3,650.00 

The  Liberty  Seated  obverse  without  stars  was  produced  in 
the  half-dime  and  dime  series  only  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
1837  and  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1838  (1838-0).  The 
starless  obverse  was  inspired  from  Chief  Engraver  Christian 
Gobrecht’s  illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1 836. 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series .  1,850.00 

The  1853  dime  without  arrows  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the 
melting  pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  February 
21,  1853  (which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at  the  time 
they  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in  face  value). 

1853  No  Arrows.  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  light 

toning.  Rare . 375.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 
beautiful.  A  superb  specimen  in  every  respect. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set .  1,350.00 

1853  With  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty, 
lustrous.  Rare  in  all  grades,  especially  so  in  Mint 
State . 695.00 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58.  Pearl  gray  iridescence.  1 59.00 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.750.00 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50.  Much  lustre . 175.00 

1855  Arrows.  AU-50 .  159.00 

1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mirror 

surfaces .  1,450.00 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were 
ever  released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 


Spectacular  Gem  1866  Dime 


1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  speci¬ 
men,  prooflike  obverse,  with  delicate  golden  toning. 
One  of  only  three  so  graded  by  PCGS.  A  rarity  in 
all  grades.  This  would  be  a  prime  object  of  atten¬ 
tion  in  any  advanced  dime  collection. .  2,650.00 
The  1866  dime  had  a  business  strike  production  of  only 
8,000,  one  of  the  lowest  in  the  entire  history  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  from  1 796  to  date.  While  Proofs  were  bought  at  a  premium 
and  specifically  saved  by  collectors,  business  strikes  were  for  the 
most  part  ignored,  accounting  for  their  extreme  rarity  today. 
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1868-S  MS-60.  Scarce  (in  Mint  State)  branch  mint 
issue.  Lustrous  surfaces  display  warm  golden  high¬ 
lights . 675.00 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 

coin . 2,560.00 

1873  Arrows.  MS-60.  Frosty  and  attractive.  Blushes 
of  champagne  iridescence  enhance  the  central 
areas  and  wisps  of  golden  brown  ornament  the 
borders . 495.00 

Unlike  the  situation  in  1853,  when  arrows  were  added 
to  dimes  to  signify  a  reduction  in  weight,  in  1873  and  1 874, 
arrows  denoted  a  slight  increase. 


Gem  1873-S  Arrows  Dime 


1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem  with 
delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  Combined 
in  one  coin  are  the  aspects  of  high  grade,  rarity,  and 
aesthetic  appeal.  The  specialist  and  connoisseur 
will  find  this  superb  piece  to  be  a  highlight  in  their 
collection .  3,350.00 

In  this  grade,  the  1873-S  is  at  least  a  dozen  times  rarer  than 
its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 

Grammar  note:  We  are  not  particularly  in  favor  of  saying 
“their”  instead  of  “his  or  her,”  but  such  usage  seems  to  be 
widespread  and  is  certainly  convenient. 


1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  a  whisper  of  toning.  A  very  important  “type” 


coin .  1,295.00 

1874  Arrows.  EF-40 .  159.00 


1876  Proof-60.  Light  gray  toning.  Centennial 

year .  275.00 

1878  MS-64  (NGC).  Magenta  and  iridescent  toning 
over  frosty  surfaces.  Somewhat  prooflike  and  remi¬ 


niscent  of  a  Proof  of  this  year . 475.00 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.249.00 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set .  1,395.00 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735.00 

1887  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 139.00 

1889-S  MS-60 . 435.00 


The  1889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era. 

1 889- S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and  frosty, 

with  strong  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  A  key 
issue .  435.00 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 265.00 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 

hint  of  light  golden  toning . 265.00 

1890- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  magenta  and  gold 

toning  over  frosty  surfaces . 325.00 

1891  MS-63 . 215.00 


1891-0  MS-63.  Pale  golden  highlights.  Coined 
during  the  final  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design 

type . 295.00 

This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1 860. 


Barber  Dimes 


1892-0  Barber.  MS-60 .  155.00 

1893  AU-50 . 75.00 

1897  AU-55 . 69.00 

1 903-0  MS-62  (PCGS) .  Attractively  toned.  Scarce  in 

Mint  State.  Only  a  few  were  saved . 415.00 

1903-0  AU-55 .  145.00 

1903- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Virtually  fully  lustrous.  Attrac¬ 

tive  golden  toning.  A  key  date  Barber  dime,  in  fact, 
the  eighth  lowest  mintage  in  the  series .  950.00 

1 904- S  MS-6 1  (PCGS) .  A  classic  rarity  in  Mint  State, 
the  1 904-S  dime  is  even  rarer  than  the  reduced 
mintage  of  800,000  pieces  might  explain.  Highly 
reflective  mirror  fields  and  frosty  design  motifs 
display  attractive  golden  toning  highlights.  Sharply 


struck.  A  rare  prize! .  1,495.00 

1905-S  AU-50 . 95.00 

1906  MS-61 . 139.00 

1907-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lustrous . 650.00 


1908-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  sharply  struck 
and  frosty,  a  connoisseur’s  delight.  Attractive  light 
toning .  1,695.00 

A  key  issue  in  Mint  State  despite  its  liberal  mintage;  only  a 
few  were  saved. 


1908- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 285.00 

1 909- 0  MS-63  (PCGS) .  A  choice  Uncirculated  speci¬ 

men  from  the  final  year  of  New  Orleans  Mint 
operations.  Rich  golden  toning  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 625.00 

1912-D  AU-50 .  59.00 

1912-S  AU-55 . 95.00 

1913  MS-63  (NGC) . 165.00 


1914-S  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre  and 
faint  golden  iridescence.  Nice  in  every  way.  295.00 


1914-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1916  Barber.  MS-61 . 1 15.00 

1916  Barber.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 115.00 

1916- S  Barber.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 129.00 

1916- S  Barber.  AU-50 .  59.00 


Mercury  Dimes 


Designed  by  Adolph  A.  Weinman,  noted  sculptor 
who  also  produced  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar, 


this  series  has  been  popular  from  the  early  days  on¬ 
ward.  The  new  silver  designs  of  1 9 1 6 — the  “Mercury” 
dime,  Standing  Liberty  quarter,  and  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollar — represented  a  high  point  in  artistry  (how 
ideal  it  would  be  if  the  Mint  espoused  similar  ideals 
today!). 

Our  offering  of  Mercury  dimes  includes  a  very 
choice  1916-D,  AU-58,  and  lustrous;  as  well  as  many 
other  desirable  issues,  the  majority  of  which  are  Mint 
State.  After  having  quite  a  run  on  our  former  supply, 
we  laid  in  a  new  but  somewhat  modest-sized  stock  of 
inexpensive  dates  in  the  1940s,  MS-64  and  MS-65 
brilliant  gems.  These  are  an  ideal  way  to  begin  a 
collection. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (NGC) . 1 10.00 

Choice  1916-D  Dime  Rarity 


1916- D  Mercury.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  bands. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just  a  hair’s  breadth  from 
full  Mint  State.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  the  most 
desired  regular  issue  in  the  entire  Mercury  dime 
series . 4,350.00 

Although  264,000  were  minted  during  this,  the  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  design,  very  few  were  saved  by  the  public  or  by 
numismatists.  Accordingly,  the  1916-D  has  been  a  prime  rarity 
for  more  than  75  years. 

1917- D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  gray.  Exceedingly  sharply 


struck .  1,295.00 

1917-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Superb .  1,295.00 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  pale  golden 

highlights.  Scarce  and  popular . 795.00 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS) . 235.00 


1924-D  MS-64.  Full  bands.  A  brilliant  lustrous 

gem . 675.00 

1924-S  MS-64(PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable  at  this 
level;  only  a  few  have  received  a  higher  grade 
from  PCGS.  A  fully  lustrous  specimen  with 
deep  iridescent  gold  at  the  rim.  A  nice  coin  for 


the  quality-conscious  specialist .  925.00 

1924-S  MS-60.  Lustrous . 185.00 

1926-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  key  date  in  the  series  at  the 
Mint  State  level.  Frosty  surfaces  display  warm 

golden  toning  highlights .  1,650.00 

1929  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69.00 

1929- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1930- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1930- S  AU-50 . 42.00 

1931- S  AU-50.  Low-mintage  issue . 39.00 

1937-S  MS-65  FSB . 115.00 


1938  Proof-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  ..215.00 

Consider  forming  a  complete  set  of  Proof  Mercury 
dimes.  The  dates  you  need  are  these:  1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 
1940,  1941,  and  1942.  The  present  listing  offers  several  of 


these,  all  choice. 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249.00 

1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175.00 
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You'll  Enjoy  The  C.P.P.! 

The  Collection 
Portfolio  Program 

There  are  many  advantages  to  being  a  member  of  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program.  Each  month  you  will 
receive  in  your  mailbox  beautiful  and  desirable  coins  you 
will  enjoy  owning,  sharing  with  your  family,  and  showing  to  your 
friends.  Other  advantages  of  the  C.P.P.: 

1.  You  will  enjoy  being  a  member. 

2.  You  will  build  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collection, 
enjoyably  and  conveniently. 

3.  You  will  have  the  first  pick  of  new  purchases  we  make. 

4.  Your  program  will  be  designed  by  you,  specifically  for 
your  collecting  interests. 

5.  You  will  receive  special  discounts. 

6.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed;  we  know  you’ll  be 
delighted. 

Personal  service  is  a  hallmark  of  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program.  Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena  will  work  closely 
with  Gail  Watson  and  Beth  Piper  (account  representatives) 
to  cherrypick  pieces  that  fit  your  specifications — in  the  grades  you 
want,  with  the  aesthetic  quality  you  want,  at  the  prices  you  want 
to  pay.  And,  there  is  no  extra  charge  for  our  expertise. 


You  will  really  enjoy  belonging  to 
our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

It's  just  like  having  a  desk  here  in 
our  office,  as  you  get  first  pick  of 
anything  that  we  buy  that  you  can 
use!  And,  it'll  be  a  lot  of  fun  for  you 
each  month  to  open  a  package 
containing  coins  you  have  been 
seeking.  Sign  up  today.  Your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed! — Dave  Bowers 


I - 

Q  I'm  ready  to  join!  Call  me  to  set  up 
my  Collection  Portfolio  Program.  I 
understand  that  my  satisfaction  is 
guaranteed 

I  I  would  like  to  collect: 


Whether  you  aspire  to  build  a  type  set  of  United  States 
coin  designs  in  copper,  nickel,  silver,  or  gold;  a 
beautiful  set  of  Morgan  dollars;  a  brilliant  set  of 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollars;  or  any  other  specialty,  the  C.P.P.  is 
the  most  convenient  and  economical  way  to  do  it.  Programs  are 
available  for  $100  a  month  upward,  and  can  be  charged  to  your 
credit  card.  And,  you  can  discontinue  your  membership  at  any 
time.  Join  today,  and  your  enjoyment  will  begin  by  return  mail. 


Monthly  Amount: _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by 
□  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  AmEx 
Card  Number: 

Exp.  Date: _ 

I  I  Please  send  me  more  information  about 
joining  the  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

city  STATE  ZIP 

DAYTIME  PHONE 

Bowers  and  Merena  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  LOINS 


1941  Prool-64  (NGC).  Brilliant. 

. 175.00 

1942  MS-64 . 

. 12.00 

1943  AU-58 . 

. 6.00 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 

. 8.00 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

. 15.00 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a  nice 

group  of  these  put  away  a  half  century  ago!  Buy  a 

gem  for: . 

. 20.00 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

.  15.00 

1944-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 

. 8.00 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant.  We  have  a  small  group  of  these 

put  away  50  years  ago.  Buy  a 

gem  for: . 1 5.00 

1945-D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 

. 24.00 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

. 20.00 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

. 14.00 

Roosevelt  Dimes 


1876  AU-50.  Scarce  business  strike . 550.00 

Quarter  Dollars 

Quarter  dollars  of  the  1796-1838  years  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  United 
States  1796-1838,  revised  by  A.W.  Browning  (“B” 
numbers),  revised  by  Walter  Breen.  Collectors  of  later 
quarters  will  find  such  studies  as  Larry  Briggs  excellent 
study  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Quarters  (David  Lawrence),  and  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  Quarters  (J.H.  Cline)  to  be  a  desirable  adjunct  to 
their  numismatic  pursuit. 

Our  selection  in  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  102  includes 
pieces  from  the  early  19th  century  through  to  the 
modern  era.  Along  the  way  you  will  find  numerous 
Mint  State  issues,  scarce  dates,  and  other  choice  pieces. 


1950  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79.00 

Scarcest  regular-issue  Proof  dime  in  the  Roosevelt  series. 

1953-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 5.00 

1953-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3.00 


20-Cent  Pieces 


1875-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  much  original  lustre 

still  remaining.  Popular  CC  issue . 425.00 

1 875-S  MS-64  (PCGS) .  A  very  attractive  gem  speci¬ 
men  with  satiny  surfaces  and  deep  cartwheel 
lustre.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized  collec¬ 
tion . 2,150.00 

The  primary  call  for  20-cent  pieces  came  from  the  West 
Coast,  and  it  was  only  natural  that  San  Francisco  should  be 
selected  as  the  prime  mint  for  their  coinage.  No  sooner  had 
the  new  denomination  been  placed  into  circulation  than  the 
public  confused  the  pieces  with  somewhat  similarly  sized 
quarter  dollars.  Thus,  large-scale  business  strike  production 
was  curtailed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  in  1876  further 
attenuated.  During  the  last  two  years  of  the  denomination, 
only  Proofs  were  made  for  collectors. 


Splendid  Proof  1876  20C 


1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20 <t 
pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  If  you  have  an  eye  for 
quality,  you’ll  like  this  one! . 2,650.00 


Draped  Bust  Quarters 


1805  Browning-2.  R-4.  EF-40  (NGC).  Attractive, 

lightly  toned  surfaces.  An  excellent  example  of  the 
date,  variety,  and  grade .  1,950.00 

Called  rare  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Browning  update. 

1806  B-3.  VF-30.  Variety  with  broken  feet  on  1,1, 

and  T  on  obverse.  Smoky  gray  surfaces  with 
lighter  silver  highlights  on  the  high  points.  A  nice 
candidate  for  a  type  set . 825.00 

1806  B-9.  EF-45.  Light  silver  surfaces.  A  tiny  mark  is 
noted  to  the  right  of  the  last  digit  of  the  date.  An 
outstanding  example,  far  above  average,  and  with 
a  very  nice  aesthetic  aspect.  A  find  for  the  variety 
or  type  collector . 2,150.00 


1806  B-9.  EF-40.  Light  gray  surfaces.  A  pleasing 

specimen .  1,995.00 

1807  B-l.  G-5.  Last  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse 

and  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse . 199.00 

1815  B-l.  VF-20.  Pewter  gray  toning  on  the  high 
points  deepens  to  a  gun  metal-gray  shade  in  the 
fields .  295.00 


First  year  of  John  Reich’s  Capped  Bust  design  (a  late 
entry,  as  no  quarters  had  been  coined  since  1807). 


A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 


1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  gray  toning  with  some  hints 

of  gold . 695.00 

1828  B-1.  VF-35  (ANACS  Cache).  Perfect  reverse 

die . 450.00 

1834  B-4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Period  after  C  in  reverse 
denomination.  Lustrous  and  attractively  toned 
in  pale  shades  of  gold.  An  interesting  network  of 
die  cracks  is  noted  on  the  reverse.  A  prize  speci¬ 


men!  .  1,450.00 

1835  B-2.  R-2.  MS-62.  Lustrous,  beautiful.  1,650.00 
1835  B-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  R-3.  Period  after  C  in 
reverse  denomination.  Lustrous  steel  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 675.00 

1837  B-2.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675.00 

1838  B-l.  Capped  Bust.  EF-40 . .'...  250.00 

Final  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  design. 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1 838  No  Drapery.  EF-40.  Pleasing  golden  gray  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 285.00 

1840-0  No  Drapery.  AU-55.  Attractive  light  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces . 675.00 

The  tiny  date  numerals  and  stars  and  reduced  figure  of  Miss 
Liberty  give  this  coin  a  very  attractive  cameo-like  appearance. 


Gem  1853  Quarter 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply 

struck  and  very  lustrous,  lightly  toned  gem.  An 
outstanding  example  of  this  design,  produced 
only  this  year.  Essential  for  a  type  set.  The  con¬ 
noisseur  will  like  this  one! . 5,375.00 

Arrows  at  the  date  on  the  obverse  and  rays  surrounding 
the  eagle  on  the  reverse  were  added  to  quarters  (and  half 
dollars)  minted  in  conformity  to  the  Mint  Act  of  Feb.  21, 
1853.  In  1854,  the  reverse  rays  were  dropped  on  both 
denominations,  thus  isolating  the  1853  as  the  only  year  of  its 
design  type. 

1854  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  popular  date  and 

design  type.  Much  lustre  remains  on  light  golden 
surfaces . 239.00 

1855  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

A  splendid  specimen  of  this  issue.  Not  at  all  easy 
to  find  with  this  aesthetic  quality .  1,395.00 

1857  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  over 

lustrous,  frosty  surfaces.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 
quality . 615.00 

1858  EF-45  (NGC) . 79.00 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deeply  frosty  and 

brilliant.  Sharply  struck.  Splashes  of  iridescent 
toning  can  be  seen  around  the  borders.  Beauti¬ 
ful!  . 995.00 

This  year,  continuing  through  1 874,  arrows  were  added 
to  the  date  to  signify  an  increase  in  authorized  weight. 

1874  Arrows.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant  and 

with  nearly  full  original  lustre . 475.00 

1874  Arrows.  VF-30 . 65.00 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


Gem  1876-CC  25C 


1876-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
and  frosty.  A  gem  specimen  struck  from  silver 
from  the  nearby  Comstock  Lode . 3,750.00 

1876-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice,  lustrous,  frosty 
coin .  995.00 

1876- CC  Type  II  Reverse.  AU-50 .  175.00 

1877  MS-62.  Highly  reflective  with  frosty  motifs.  A 

splash  of  gold  toning  is  at  the  rims . 325.00 

1877- CC  MS-63.  Ever-popular  Carson  City  issue. 

Well  struck . 725.00 

1877-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Superb, 
needle-sharp  strike . 725.00 

1877-CC  AU-55.  Golden  brown  iridescence  on  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces . 165.00 

1878  MS-64.  A  lustrous  gem  coin! . 895.00 

1878  MS-62.  Fully  brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  the 

appeal  of  an  even  higher  grade . 325.00 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quarter 
dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise .  1,295.00 

The  late  Charles  Green,  Chicago  dealer  who  used  the 
trade  style  “R.  Green”  (his  wife’s  name  was  Ruth),  endeav¬ 
ored  to  corner  the  market  on  this  date  in  the  1 940s  and  1 9  50s, 
and  obtained  over  1 00  coins,  many  of  which  we  later  bought 
for  our  inventory  from  his  widow. 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with  a 
whisper  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims.995.00 

1890  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  very  appealing 
coin .  495.00 

Ifyou  don’t  agree  that  this  coin  is  aesthetically  nicer  than 
any  MS-61  or  MS-62  coin  you’ve  seen,  just  send  it  back  for 
a  refund.  The  coin  is,  indeed,  an  impressive  example. 

1891-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lus¬ 
trous,  in  fact,  as  nice  looking  as  the  day  it  was 
made . 595.00 


Barber  Quarters 


1892-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
hint  of  golden  toning.  Sharply  struck.  Somewhat 


scarce  in  this  grade . 750.00 

1893-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 475.00 


1893-S  AU-50.  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  .315.00 
1896  MS-60.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  would  easily  be  MS-63.  265.00 
1896-0  VF-25. Scarce  in  VF  and  higher  grades.  One 


of  the  key  dates  in  the  series . 235.00 

1897-0  VF-20. Pearl  gray  surfaces . 175.00 

1902  AU-50 .  135.00 


1905-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 240.00 

1905-S  AU-53 . 219.00 

1905-S  AU-50 . 199.00 

1907  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  attractive  ..215.00 

1907- 0  AU-55 .  149.00 

1908- 0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235.00 

1909  MS-60 .  185.00 

1912  AU-55 .  165.00 

1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  more 

elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncirculated  grade. 
A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector .  1,350.00 

1913  AU-58.  Lustrous  surfaces.  The  central  areas  are 
brilliant,  changing  to  a  golden  brown  shade  pe¬ 
ripherally . 725.00 

1913  EF-45  (PCGS).  Intermingled  coppery  gold  and 

lilac-gray  iridescence. . . 425.00 

1913-D  VF-35 . 49.00 

1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 
Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 

set . 725.00 

1915  MS-60 .  185.00 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 725.00 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  beautiful.  350.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 


1917  Type  I.  MS-65  Full  Head  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck,  brilliant,  and  very  attractive.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin,  artistically  and  numismatically,  of 
one  of  the  hardest  to  find  20th-century  design 

types . 1,150.00 

The  1917  Type  I  quarter  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  to 
find  of  all  new  20th  century  designs,  and  in  Mint  State  is 
dozens  of  times  rarer  than  the  Type  II  Standing  Liberty 
quarter.  These  issues  had  some  investment  play  in  the  heady 
days  of  the  1 980s,  and  have  since  retreated  in  price  to  a  point 
at  which  we  consider  them  to  be  outstanding  values. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Delicate 

golden  toning . 425.00 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 395.00 

1917  Type  I.  MS-63  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Frosty  with 
just  a  whisper  of  pale  gold  iridescence. ...  295.00 
1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head  (PCGS).  A  frosty 
golden  specimen,  sharply  struck  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  As  nice  as  they  come  for  the  grade.995.00 
1917-S  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  frosty . 995-00 

1917-S  Type  I.  MS-63  Full  Head.  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  lustrous .  550.00 

1919- S  VF-20.  Scarce  San  Francisco  issue.  ..215.00 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 235.00 

1920  MS-62  (NGC) . 149.00 

1920- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 

level.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  about  50%  Full 
Head  details .  1,450.00 


1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  coin 
with  a  great  deal  of  aesthetic  appeal,  as  well  as  the 
desirability  of  being  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the 
series.  The  connoisseur  will  really  appreciate  this 

one . 995.00 

1923-S  EF-45.  Light  silver  surfaces  with  a  touch  of 
gold.  One  of  the  most  important  varieties  in  the 

series . 435.00 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  example  of  one  of 
the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  series.  Quite  rare  so 
fine! .  1,295.00 

1926- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An¬ 
other  specimen  of  this  rarity . 625.00 

1927- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199.00 

Low-mintage  issue;  cheap  today.  In  the  1950s  or  early 
1960s,  we  bought  a  bank-wrapped  roll  of  this  issue,  the  only 
one  seen  by  us  before  or  since.  Boy,  were  we  tickled  pink!  As 
we  recall,  all  were  gone  in  a  matter  of  weeks. 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1929- S  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  A  sparkling  gem . 795.00 

1929-S  MS-64  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant.395.00 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1930  MS-66  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  deeply 

frosty.  Delicate,  light  toning.  Certainly  one  of  the 

finest  in  existence .  1,895.00 

1930  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...395.00 
1930  MS-64  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  395.00 
1930  MS-63  Full  Head  (PCGS) . 310.00 

1930- S  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Sharply 

struck  in  all  areas.  This  is  not  an  easy  issue  to 
find . 995.00 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  when  Don  Taxay  wrote  his 
Scott’s  Catalogue  in  1971,  he  believed  the  1930-S  to  be  non¬ 
existent  with  Full  Head. 


Washington  Quarters 


1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen  from  the  first 
year  of  Washington  quarter  dollar  coinage.  Light 
toning . 195.00 

Originally  intended  as  a  one-year  only  commemorative 
to  celebrate  the  200th  anniversary  ofWashington’s  birth,  the 
Washington  quarter  was  continued  later— to  the  present 
time. 

1932-D  MS-60.  An  attractive  example  of  the  rarest 
variety  in  the  series  in  Mint  State . 435.00 

The  1932-D  and  S  quarters  are  the  keys  to  the  series.  In 
worn  grades,  the  1932-S  is  the  scarcer  of  the  two;  in  Mint 
State,  the  situation  is  reversed. 

1932-D  AU-58 . 325.00 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259.00 

1932-D  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 259.00 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing.  A  scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 595.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350.00 
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1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1932-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1932-S  AU-55 .  129.00 

1932-S  AU-50 . 115.00 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65.00 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem . 1 19.00 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1935-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Gorgeous  brilliant  satiny 

surfaces,  a  gem! . 425.00 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89.00 

1936  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 695.00 


The  1936  Proof  quarter  is  distinguished  as  having  the 
smallest  mintage  (3,837)  of  any  regular  issue  Proof  coin  from 
1 936  to  the  present.  As  such,  it  is  not  only  a  key  to  the  1 936  Proof 
set  of  five  coins,  but  is  important  overall  as  well. 


1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695.00 

1936  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59.00 


1936-D  MS-64.  Frosty.  Rare  in  Mint  State.  475.00 

The  1 936- D  is  plentiful  enough  in  worn  grades,  but  MS- 
63  or  finer  it  emerges  as  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  series.  The 
late  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  founder  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
Magazine,  recalled  that  numismatists  were  busy  chasing  the 
over  one  dozen  new  varieties  of  commemorative  half  dollars 
in  1936,  and  paid  no  attention  to  the  “common”  1936-D 
quarter.  Later,  when  Uncirculated  pieces  were  wanted,  virtu¬ 
ally  none  were  to  be  found! 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare . 475.00 

1936-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Another  nice  ex¬ 


ample . 410.00 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 410.00 

1936-D  AU-53  (NGC).  Lovely  white . 155.00 

1936-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1936- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty . 95.00 

1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465.00 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79.00 

1937- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215.00 

1937-D  MS-65 . 65.00 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty . 299.00 

Low-mintage  issue,  one  of  the  scarcer  quarters  of  its  era. 

1937- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem.  Mostly 

brilliant  with  wisps  of  golden  brown  at  the  obverse 
border . 125.00 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425.00 

1938  Proof-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant. ..  145.00 

1938- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109.00 

1938- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous . 109.00 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1939  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 

1939- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1939-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69.00 

1939-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95.00 

1941-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1941- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72.00 

1942-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1944-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 26.00 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 11.00 

1944-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 9.00 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1948  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1 94$  MS-60.  Brilliant . 6.00 

1952  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69.00 


1955  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69.00 

Half  Dollars 

Half  dollars  of  the  early  years  1794-1836  are  de¬ 
scribed  by  “O”  numbers  as  delineated  by  A1 C.  Overton 
in  his  book,  Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794- 
1836.  The  collector  of  later  issues  may  wish  to  acquire 
the  Wiley-Bugert  book  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves  (David  Lawrence), 
and  The  Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half 
Dollar^  Bruce  Fox).  Each  of  these  volumes  gives  much 
useful  data  concerning  the  varieties  in  question. 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 


1795  Overton- 109.  R-4.  VF-20  (NGC).  Attractive 
lightly  toned  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
Flowing  Hair  design  minted  only  in  this  year  and 
in  1794 . 2,250.00 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1806  0-115.  Pointed  6,  Stem  through  Claw.  F- 1 5- 
Boldly  repunched  TY  in  LIBERTY.  Five  reverse 
berries,  the  lowest  without  a  stem.  Deep  golden 
gray  surfaces . 275.00 

Late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  crack  through 
bottom  of  date  numerals  branching  into  two  cracks  through  the 
lowest  stars  on  the  left. 

1806  0-116.  Pointed  6,  Stem  through  Claw.  R-3. 
VF-20  (NGC).  Light  to  medium  gray  toning.  An 
interesting  die  break  is  seen  around  the  border  of 
the  obverse.  A  nice  example  for  the  type  collector 
or  the  specialist . 350.00 


Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  50<£ 


1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-55.  A  lustrous,  frosty 
specimen,  superbly  struck,  and  of  high  aesthetic 
appeal.  This  is  a  very  exciting  example  for  the 
specialist,  as  not  one  in  50  is  this  nice. ..  3,650.00 
1 807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  F-15.  Rarity-2.  Steel  gray 
surfaces  with  golden  gray  highlights . 275.00 


1807  0-108.  Draped  Bust.  Rarity-3.  VG-10 
(PCGS) . 175.00 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1809  0-106.  AU-50.  Generous  amounts  of  lustre 
under  light  golden  surfaces.  R-3.  Blundered  edge. 

“HOARLF” . 495.00 

1809  O-l 09a.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden 
surfaces.  From  a  late  state  of  the  reverse  die,  with 
a  crack  through  AMERICA . 275.00 


Condition  Census  1812  0-103 


1812  0-103.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  needle 
sharp  central  details.  One  of  the  very  finest  we  have 
seen,  and  certainly  Condition  Census  for  the  vari¬ 
ety.  The  connoisseur  will  love  this  one! ..  2,950.00 

1819/8  0-101.  Overdate.  AU-58.  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous . 895.00 

1820/19  0-102.  Overdate.  EF-40 . 295.00 

1822  O-l  10.  EF-40.  R-2.  Attractively  toned.  145.00 

1823  0-103.  AU-50.  R-2.  Richly  toned  in  deep 

shades  of  gold . 350.00 

1823  0-107.  MS-62.  Condition  Census  challenger. 
R-2.  Lustrous  and  attractively  toned,  and  a  coin 
that  narrowly  misses  the  low  end  of  the  Condition 
Census  (MS-63)  for  the  variety .  1,095.00 

1823  O-l  10a.  EF-45.  R-3.  Much  lustre  remains  in 
the  protected  areas.  Attractively  toned.  ..  375.00 

1824  0-105.  R-2.  AU-50 . 295.00 

1825  0-105.  AU-50.  R-2.  Lustrous  and  attractively 

toned .  325.00 

1826  0-106.  EF-45.  R-3.  Lustrous  steel  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 275.00 

1826  0-118.  AU-50.  Lustrous.  Lighdy  toned.  295.00 

1827  0-133.  R-4.  AU-50 . 525.00 

1832  0-118.  EF-45.  Much  lustre  remains  on  pale 

golden  surfaces . 195.00 

1833  0-108.  EF-40.  Attractively  toned . 1 10.00 

1834  0-102.  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-50. 

Repunched  3  in  date.  Lustrous.  Attractive  golden 
toning . 285.00 

1834  0-107.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-55 
(ANACS  Cache) . 265.00 

1834  0-116.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU- 
50 . 275.00 

1 836  O- 1 1 2.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-60.  One  of  the  “bar 
dot”  varieties,  with  a  short  horizontal  bar  with  a 
dot-like  end  protruding  from  the  right  side  of  the 
lower  loop  of  the  6  in  the  date.  A  lustrous  coin  with 
attractive  golden  toning  highlights . 595.00 

1 836  O- 1 20.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PC  X  IS).  Attractive 
lustrous,  and  frosty  with  delicate  toning.  .  1 ,850.00 
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1836  0-123.  Lettered  Edge.  AU-50 . 239.00 

1836  Reeded  Edge.  EF-40.  A  prized  rarity,  one  of 

just  1,200  Reeded  edge  half  dollars  coined  in 
1 836.  Choice  for  the  grade,  with  attractive  rose 
toning  highlights  at  the  rims.  A  nice  coin  for  the 
specialist .  1,950.00 

A  few  decades  ago,  the  1836  Reeded  Edge  was  generally 
considered  to  be  a  pattern.  Indeed,  over  the  years  it  has  been 
listed  in  Adams-Woodin,  Judd,  Pollock,  and  other  pattern 
delineations.  However,  recent  thinking  tends  toward  the 
business  strike  1 836  coins  being de  facto  regular  issues,  as  they 
were  made  with  frosty  finish  and  placed  into  circulation 
(although  the  act  authorizing  them  was  not  passed  until 
March  31,  1837).  Some  Proofs  were  also  made,  probably 
fewer  than  several  dozen  in  all.  Perhaps,  the  Proofs  could  be 
considered  to  be  patterns. 

1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous 

and  frosty  fields,  brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  N icely  struck.  A  far  above  average  example 
of  this  variety,  which  is  often  difficult  to  obtain 
with  excellent  aesthetic  appeal.  The  discriminat¬ 
ing  buyer  will  find  this  to  be  the  ideal  for  a 
high-quality  type  set . 2,450.00 

The  Capped  Bust  style  with  reeded  edge,  with  the  denomi¬ 
nation  expressed  as  50  CENTS  on  the  reverse,  was  struck  for 
general  circulation  in  December  1836  and  in  1837. 

1 837  EF-45.  Much  lustre  remains  in  the  protected 
areas.  Deep  gold  and  navy  blue  toning  high¬ 
lights .  395.00 


Blazing  Gem  1839-0  50c 
1839-0  Capped  Bust.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  superb 
coin,  a  breathtakingly  beautiful  gem!  The  sur¬ 
faces  are  lustrous  and  frosty,  with  just  a  whisper 
of  light  toning.  Over  the  years  we  have  handled 
several  hundred  1 839-0  half  dollars,  and  we  can 
unhesitatingly  say  that  this  coin  is  one  of  the  very 
finest  in  existence  anywhere — in  the  top  1  %  of 
all  survivors!  Added  to  its  rarity  are  the  appeals  of 
its  having  an  obverse  mintmark  (used  only  on 
1838-0  and  1839-0  among  half  dollars  of  this 
era)  and  its  being  a  member  of  that  short-lived 
two-year  type  with  Capped  Bust  obverse  and 
reverse  reading  HALF  DOL.  If  you  appreciate 
quality,  beauty,  and  rarity  wrapped  up  in  a  single 
coin,  this  is  it! . 13,950.00 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  Liberty  Seated  halves, 
including  high-grade  pieces,  a  rather  lengthy  and 
exceptional  run  of  pieces  in  the  1 860s  in  AU  or  so 
grade,  and  other  desirable  coins,  among  which  will  be 
found  high  grade  examples  of  1873  with  arrows  and 
1877-S  without  drapery. 

1 839  No  Drapery  at  elbow.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarcer 

than  the  variety  with  drapery.  Attractively 
toned .  795.00 

First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  (although  patterns 
were  made  in  1838). 

1840  Small  Letters.  AU-55.  Light  golden  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 275.00 

1843  EF-40 . 85.00 

1846-0  No  Drapery.  G-6 . 24.00 

The  no-drapery  feature  was  due  to  a  relapping  of  the  dies, 
not  to  a  design  change  (in  1839  the  drapery  and  no-drapery 
issues  were  of  slightly  different  designs  intentionally). 


1854  Arrows  at  date.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty 
with  a  hint  of  iridescent  toning.  A  highly  impor¬ 


tant  “type”  coin .  1,495.00 

One  of  just  two  years  (the  other  being  1 855)  with  arrows  at 
date  but  without  rays  on  the  reverse. 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 . 285.00 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  over 
deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well  struck.  1,950. 00 


1854- 0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 295.00 

1855/4  Overdate.  Arrows  at  date.  VF-20.  ...  260.00 

This  variety  was  first  discovered  by  our  Research  Depart¬ 
ment  in  the  early  1970s. 

1855- 0  Arrows.  EF-45 .  159.00 

1856- 0  AU-50 .  159.00 

1857  AU-50 .  149.00 

1858  MS-62.  Attractive  lilac  surfaces . 825.00 

1858  AU-55 .  189.00 

1858  AU-50 .  149.00 

1858-0  AU-58 . 225.00 

1858-0  AU-55 .  189.00 

1858-0  AU-50 .  149.00 

1858- 0  EF-40 . 85.00 

1859- 0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1860- 0  MS-60 . 435.00 

1860-0  AU-55 . 225.00 

1860- 0  AU-50 .  185.00 

1861  MS-60 . 435.00 

1861  AU-58 . 225.00 

1861  AU-55 .  189.00 

1861  EF-45 . 99.00 

1861- 0  AU-58 .  285.00 

1861-0  AU-50 . 210.00 

1865- S  AU-50 . 350.00 

1866- S  With  Motto.  AU-55 . 285.00 

1867  MS-60.  Prooflike . 475.00 

1867- S  AU-50 . 215.00 

1867- S  EF-45 . 99.00 

1868  VF-20 .  149.00 

1868- S  AU-55 .  255.00 

1868- S  AU-50 . 225.00 

1869  MS-61 . 495.00 

1869  MS-60 . 425.00 

Believe  it  or  not,  we  recently  bought  several  specimens, 
from  a  long-ago  hoard,  each  coin  in  the  same  grade! 

1869  AU-58 . 260.00 

1869  AU-55 . 219.00 

1869- S  AU-50 . 375.00 

1871  AU-55 . 210.00 

1871-CC  F-12.  Scarce  in  all  yrades . 325.00 

1871-S  AU-55 . 249.00 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 .  145.00 


Gem  1873  Arrows  50<f 
1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem,  lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  an  aesthetic 


value  associated  with  an  even  higher  grade.  One 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Ideal  for  a  high- 


grade  type  set .  4,395.00 

1 874  Arrows.  VF-20 .  85.00 

1875  AU-55 .  195.00 


Gem  1875-S  50 <t 


1875-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb,  sharply  struck 
gem.  It  would  be  difficult  to  envision  a  piece  nicer 

than  this  one!  . 2,995.00 

1876  EF-40.  Wiley-Bugert  103.  The  scarce  variety 

with  the  top  of  an  errant  6  in  the  denticles  beneath 

the  7  in  the  date . 95.00 

1877-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  centers  change 
to  iridescence  around  the  rims.  Popular  Carson 

City  variety . 725.00 


1877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly  prooflike 
surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the  specialist  or 
type  set  collector .  1,785.00 

The  no-drapery  issue  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than  the 
regularly-seen  with-drapery  style  (but  we  are  assigning  no  pre¬ 
mium  for  this  feature).  The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die 
polishing  (which,  in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  iridescent  toning. 
Very  rare  in  business  strike  form.  Last  year  of 
Liberty  Seated  coinage . 795.00 

The  reduced  mintage  figures  of  half  dollars  of  the  1 879- 
1891  era  resulted  from  a  glut  of  earlier-dated  pieces  in  the 
channels  of  commerce,  including  pieces  that  had  been  stored 
in  T reasury  vaults  from  1 862  through  the  mid- 1 870s  during 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 


Barber  Half  Dollars 


1892  AU-58. 


350.00 
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1892  AU-58  (NGC) . 350.00 

1892-0  AU-55.  Nearly  full  mint  lustre  is  present;  a 

superb  specimen  for  the  grade . 550.00 

1 892-0  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  One  of  the  toughest 
to  find  issues  in  the  Barber  series . 495.00 

1893  AU-50 .  350.00 

1893  AU-50/55 . 395.00 

1894-0  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 395.00 

1894-S  MS-60.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply 

frosty  surfaces . 495.00 

1894-S  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning.  Much  original 
lustre  remains . 349.00 

1894- S  EF-40 . 219.00 

1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 

gold . 350.00 

1895- S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper 

of  toning . 425.00 

1897-0  F- 12.  Mintage:  632,000  business  strikes,  the 
1 0th  lowest  in  the  series.  Silver  gray  with  irides¬ 
cent  blue  and  violet  highlights.  A  few  scattered 

marks  are  noted . 310.00 

1 897-S  VF-20.  A  desirable  and  quite  rare  branch  mint 
issue.  Pale  golden  toning  on  attractive  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Some  mint  lustre  remains  in  the  recessed 

areas.  A  great  addition  to  any . 550.00 

1 897-S  F-15.  Key  date . 365.00 

1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 625.00 

1899-0  AU-50 . 365.00 

1899-0  VF-35 .  125.00 

1899-S  AU-50 . 365.00 

1900  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  a  hint  of  gold 

on  the  reverse . 375.00 

1901  MS-60 . 475.00 


1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  gem 
specimen  ideal  for  a  type  set .  1,650.00 

1902  AU-55.  Sharply  struck,  highly  lustrous.  375.00 

1902  AU-50.  Lustrous . 325.00 

1904  AU-55 . 350.00 

1904- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden  gray  toning 

over  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces.  A  highly  important 
date,  in  fact,  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series.  Appar¬ 
ently,  relatively  few  were  saved  at  the  time  of 
issue . 745.00 

1905  Proof-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning  over 

mirror  surfaces.  Cameo  devices.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  of  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  Philadelphia 
Mint  dates .  1,450.00 

The  1 905  is  not  only  scarce  because  of  its  Proof  mintage,  but 
the  related  business  strike  production  is  one  of  the  smallest  in  the 
series,  thus  placing  additional  demand  upon  the  few  remaining 
Proofs. 

1905- 0  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous,  particularly  on  the 
reverse  (which  challenges  the  MS-60  grade).  With 
our  conservative  grade  and  our  reasonable  price, 


you’ll  love  this  one . 415.00 

1906  MS-62.  Delicate  gunmetal-blue  and  golden 

toning  over  especially  frosty  surfaces . 495.00 

1906-0  AU-50 . 325.00 

1908-D  AU-58 . 415.00 

1908-D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in  the 
third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  ...  350.00 
1908-0  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 375.00 

1908-0  EF-45 .  195.00 

1911  AU-55 . 335.00 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 575.00 

191 2- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Richly  toned  in  shades  of 

deep  gold . 345.00 

1913- D  AU-50 . 325.00 

Gem  Proof  1914  Rarity 


1914  Proof-65  (NGC) .  A  superb  brilliant  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  lowest  mintage  Proof  in  the  half  dollar 
series  after  1858!  A  find  for  the  discriminating 
buyer.  One  of  only  380  minted.  How  many 
surviving  today  can  equal  this  beauty?.  3,450.00 

The  1914  Barber  half  dollar  has  the  unusual  confluence  of 
being  the  lowest-mintage  Proof  of  the  design  as  well  as  the 
lowest-mintage  business  strike. 

1914  F-12.  Rare . 195.00 

Gem  Proof  1915  Rarity 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

This  motif,  the  work  of  noted  sculptor  Adolph  A. 
Weinman  (who  also  designed  the  Mercury  dime),  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  American  series.  In 
general,  dates  from  1916  through  1929  are  scarce  in 
Mint  State,  with  1917  (Philadelphia)  being  a  notable 
exception.  There  were  no  pieces  struck  from  1930 
through  1932.  Beginning  in  1933,  production  was 
continuous  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1 947,  with 
P-D-S  sets  being  made  of  certain  years,  including  all 
years  from  1941  through  1946. 

An  advantageous  way  to  being  a  collection  is  to  pick 
a  grade  range,  and  acquire  one  of  each  variety  from 
1933  through  1947.  The  present  listing  offerS  quality 
pieces  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  levels,  all  lus¬ 
trous  and  of  hand-selected  quality.  Due  to  the 
popularity  of  the  series,  we  request  that  you  give 
alternate  choices  when  you  order;  these  alternates  will 
be  used  only  if  the  first  requests  have  been  sold. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  we  offer  some  excellent 
buys  in  different  grade  ranges  among  half  dollars  from 
1916  through  the  late  1920s. 

1916  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  An  outstanding 

coin  that  tests  the  MS-65  level . 695.00 

1916-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,495.00 

Popular  issue  with  mintmark  on  obverse. 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  ...975.00 


1915  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  truly  gem  specimen  with 
gorgeous  gunmetal-blue  toning,  certainly  one  of 
the  very  finest  in  existence  from  a  low-mintage  of 
just  450  Proofs  (the  second  smallest  Proof  produc¬ 
tion  after  1858!) . 3,650.00 

In  the  1950s,  a  Virginia  numismatist  set  about  hoarding  all 
of  the  Proof  1914  and  1915  halves  he  could  find;  and  cleaned  all 
he  bought;  thus,  in  terms  of  availability,  attractively  toned  Proofs 
of  these  two  dates  are  even  scarcer  than  the  low  mintages  suggest. 
One  of  the  keys  to  a  complete  set  of  Barber  halves. 

1915  AU-50 . 725.00 

Business  strike  1915  half  dollars  are  extremely  rare  in 
higher  grades  such  as  this,  and  often  a  period  of  years  will 
elapse  between  our  handling  one.  Were  it  not  for  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  Proofs  of  this  date,  a  coin  in  this  grade  would 
probably  be  priced  at  several  thousand  dollars! 

191 5-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 
surfaces . 360.00 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  far  above  average  strike.  The  connois¬ 
seur  will  enjoy  owning  this! . 2,395.00 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63.  Lustrous 
golden  surfaces  exhibit  deeper  gold  and  rose  ton¬ 
ing  highlights .  1,095.00 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-58.  Lustrous. 
From  the  second  and  final  year  with  obverse 
mintmarks.  Attractive  toning  highlights.  1,1 95.00 

The  1917-S  with  obverse  mintmark  is  elusive  in  all 
grades.  Years  ago,  when  it  was  possible  to  find  early  Liberty 
Walking  halves  in  circulation,  the  toughest  varieties  were  the 
1917-S  (obv.  mintmark),  1921,  1921-D,  and  1921-S. 

1918  VF-30.  Brilliant . 69.00 
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1920  MS-63.  Frosty  and  brilliant  on  the  obverse, 

hints  of  attractive  gold  on  the  reverse . 695.00 

1 920  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  hint 


of  toning . 435.00 

This  is  an  especially  attractive  example  of  this  popular  date. 
Quite  well  struck. 

1920  AU-55.  Attractive  pale  gold .  1 15.00 


Memorable  Gem  1927-S  50<t 


1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and 
brilliant,  with  a  whisper  of  attractive  toning.  As 
you  know  if  you  are  a  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 
specialist,  finding  a  really  nice  1927-S  is  no  easy 
task.  In  fact,  when  we  saw  this  gem  we  realized  it 
was  j  ust  about  the  finest  we  have  ever  owned  at  this 


grade  level!  .  3,250.00 

1929-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1933- S  AU-50 .  155.00 

Coined  in  San  Francisco,  the  only  mint  to  produce 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  in  1933. 

1934  MS-65  (NGC) . 410.00 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  appealing  specimen  with 

just  a  splash  of  toning . 145.00 

1934  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1934  AU-50 . 27.00 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 440.00 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255.00 

1934-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous, 


and  sharply  struck — indeed  what  more  can  one 
ask?  A  delightful  gem  specimen  of  an  issue  which 
at  this  grade  level  is  decidedly  elusive. .  1,295.00 

In  1934,  in  the  depths  of  the  Great  Depression,  relatively 
few  people  set  aside  half  dollars,  considering  the  high  face  value 
and  spending  power  of  the  denomination.  Accordingly,  not 
many  have  survived  to  the  present  day. 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  Mint 


State .  685.00 

1934-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1934-S  AU-55.  Lustrous . 1 10.00 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269.00 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS) . 56.00 


Order  it  today-Enjoy  it  tomorrow 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  about  our  overnight  Federal 
Express  service.  Just  $10  on  orders  under 
$300;  FREE  above  that  amount.  Shipments 
to  street  addresses  anywhere  in  the  USA! 


1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345.00 

1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259.00 

1935-D  AU-55 . 79.00 


Gem  Proof  1936  50<t 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  gem  specimen  of  this 


highly  desired  rare  issue . 2,850.00 

Mintage:  3,901  coins,  the  lowest  Proof  figure  in  the  Liberty 
Walking  series. 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1936  MS-64  (NGC) . 75.00 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1936-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329.00 

1 936-D  MS-65  (PCGS) .  Light  toning  on  satiny  silver 

surfaces . 329.00 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145.00 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115.00 

1936-D  AU-50 . 49.00 

1936-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 569.00 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  569.00 
1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275.00 

1936- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  toning  on  lustrous 

surfaces . 275-00 

1937  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695.00 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem . 185.00 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 62.00 

1937  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 62.00 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62.00 

1937  AU-50 . 20.00 

1937- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1937-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1937-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 195.00 

1937-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189.00 

1937-D  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 145.00 

1937-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  525.00 

1937-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 255.00 

1937-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255.00 

1937- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 255.00 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  595.00 

1938  Proof-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant. ..  545.00 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255.00 

1938  MS-64  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1938  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 105.00 

1938  AU-55 . 49.00 

1938  AU-50 . 42.00 

1938- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces.  Low-mintage  date . 965.00 

1938-D  VF-30 .  55.00 

1939  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795.00 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795.00 


1939  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splash  of  rich  golden  toning 


at  the  rims . 67.00 

1939  MS-64  (PCGS) . 67.00 

1939  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52.00 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 150.00 

1939-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 75.00 

1939-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 235.00 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120.00 

1940  MS-64 .  56.00 

1940  MS-64  (PCGS) . 56.00 

1940- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450.00 

1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450.00 

1940-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1940- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435.00 

1941  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215.00 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1941  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  pale  gold . 105.00 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1941  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1941  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1941  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  hint  of  pale  gold . 35.00 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 1 19.00 

1941-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 62.00 

1941-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 50.00 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem.  Golden  high¬ 
lights  on  the  periphery .  1,035.00 


Among  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  constituting  a  “short 
set,”  1941-1947,  the  1941-S  in  Mint  State  is  by  far  the  most 
elusive.  Most  examples  are  quite  poorly  struck.  The  present  coin 
is  far  above  average  and  will  be  a  prize  in  any  collection. 


1941-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 220.00 

1941-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 220.00 

1941-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 15.00 

1941- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89.00 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Champagne  toning  highlights 

on  lustrous  surfaces . 105.00 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37.00 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold . 37.00 

1942  AU-50.  Brilliant . 9.00 

1942- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  pale  gold. ..  195.00 

1942-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1942-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  halos  sur¬ 
round  brilliant  centers . 65.00 

1942-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65.00 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435.00 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1942- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 55.00 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1 943  MS-64  (NGC).  Dazzling  mint  lustre  with  a  hint 

of  rich  gold  at  the  rims . 49.00 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37.00 

1943  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 37.00 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..37.00 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1943  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34.00 

1943- D  Breen-5205.  MS-63.  This  is  the  variety  that 

Walter  Breen  described  as  an  overdate.  However 
some  consider  this  not  to  be  such . 225.00 
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1943-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169.00 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Beautilul,  lustrous.  169.00 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89.00 

1943-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  blush  of  pale  gold.  89.00 

1943-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Hints  of  pale  gold  on  the 

obverse . 89.00 

1943-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 67.00 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 345.00 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345.00 

1943-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89.00 

1943- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55.00 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39.00 

1944  MS-63  (NGC).  Radiant  pale  gold . 39.00 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1944  MS-61.  Brilliant . 36.00 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 15.00 

1944-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 15.00 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  1 15.00 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1944-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1944-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  high¬ 
lights . 49.00 

1944-S  MS-65.  Smoky  topaz  and  rose  toning  high¬ 
lights .  590.00 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  gem  with  pale 
golden  highlights . 590.00 

Now  is  a  great  time  to  build  a  Mint  State  set  of  Liberty 
Walking  halves  in  the  1940s,  and  this  listing  will  give  you  a 
great  start!  Each  coin  is  beautiful  and  lustrous.  You’ll  be 
delighted  with  our  quality! 

1944-S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 72.00 


1944-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 72.00 

1944- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1945  MS-65.  A  faint  gold  toning  over  satin  sur¬ 
faces . 225.00 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny,  pale  golden  speci¬ 
men . 225.00 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1945  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38.00 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36.00 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255.00 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1945-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  a 

splash  of  deep  gold  at  the  rims . 105.00 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1945-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55.00 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1945-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  glittering  pale  golden 

beauty . 42.00 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1945-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  lustre.  175.00 

1945-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1945-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42.00 

1945-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42.00 


1945- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125.00 

1946  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1946  AU-50.  Brilliant . 14.00 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  gold . 105.00 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52.00 

1946-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52.00 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1946-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42.00 

1946-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109.00 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149.00 

1947  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1947  MS-63  (PCGS) . 42.00 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 119.00 

1947-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1947-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  gold . 42.00 

1947-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38.00 


Special  Liberty  Walking  Set 

STARTER  SET  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars:  A  great  way  to  begin  a  high 
grade  collection  of  this  beautiful  series. 
Well  select  $  1 ,000  or  more  worth  of  dates 
and  mintmarks  in  the  1930s  and  1940s, 
each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as 
MS-64  or  MS-65.  Your  net  price  is  $895.00. 
In  addition,  if  you  request,  well  send  some 
other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add  to 
your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a 
special  discount).  Ask  for  “Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  Super  Special  Offer.”  We  guarantee 
you’ll  like  our  selection,  price,  and  quality. 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franklin  half  dollars  are  a  popular  specialty  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena,  and  you’d  be  surprised  how 
many  Gail  Watson  and  Beth  Piper  ship  out  each  week. 
Our  main  problem  is  supply  (we  wish  that  rare  coins 
were  easy  to  buy;  however,  there  is  no  wholesale  source 


for  the  quality  that  we  seek,  and  we  have  to  acquire 
specimens  one  at  a  time). 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 325.00 

Rarest  of  the  Franklin  half  dollar  Proofs;  the  key  to  a 
Proof  set  of  the  series. 

1950  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285.00 

1950  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1951  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210.00 

1951-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1951-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1952  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 130.00 

1952  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120.00 


1953  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149.00 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 85.00 

1953  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1953  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1953-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59.00 

1954  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59.00 

1954  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 50.00 

1954  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495.00 

1954- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145.00 

1954-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155.00 

1954-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 23.00 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1955  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1955  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 50.00 

1956  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 18.00 

1956  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 16.00 

1956  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1957  Proof-64.  A  brilliant  gem . 16.00 

1957  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1958  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19.00 

1958  MS-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1958-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1959  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1960  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14.00 

1960  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 16.00 

1961  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 9.00 

1961  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1962  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 9.00 

1963  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 16.00 

1963  Proof-65  CAMEO.  Brilliant . 19.00 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1965  MS-64 . 4.00 

1968- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1969- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 


1970-1993  Kennedy  halves.  A  PCGS  certified  group 
laden  with  many  brilliant  gems.  Includes  the 
following  dates  and  grades:  1970-D  (lowmintage) 
MS-63, 1 97 1-D  MS-65, 1972-D  MS-65, 1976-S 
MS-65.  40%  silver  composition.  1977  MS-65, 
1978  MS-65,  1978-D  MS-66,  1984-P  MS-65, 
1984-D  MS-65, 1985-P  MS-65, 1989-D  MS-65, 
1993-S  Proof-66.  90%  silver  composition.  1993- 
S  Proof-69.  Copper-nickel  composition.  Take 


away  the  whole  batch  for . 265.00 

1970- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1971- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1976-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 29.00 


Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  popular  collecting 
areas,  and  it  is  quite  possible  Morgan  dollars  (1878- 
1921)  head  the  popularity  list  among  all  early  issues. 
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Need  a  Special  Coin? 

Our  Want  List  Service  will  find  it  for  you! 


As  Senior  Numismatist  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies,  I  am  constantly  travel¬ 
ling  to  buy  coins  for  our 
customers.  Send  your  want 
list,  and  you  can  have  first 
pick  of  items  you  need. — 
Mark  Borckardt 


Let  Bowers  and  Merena  become  your 
“eyes”  and  “ears”  to  the  numismatic  world 
with  our  popular  Want  List  Service.  Mark 
Borckardt,  senior  numismatist,  will  become 
your  representative  on  the  convention  floor 
and  your  direct  buyer  in  our  office  when  old- 
time  collections  come  through.  Mark,  with 
Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena,  is 
known  for  having  the  “fastest  check¬ 
book  in  the  East”  (actually,  the  fastest 
anywhere).  Because  of  our  eagerness  to 
buy,  we  are  offered  many  fine  items. 
When  we  find  a  coin  on  your  want  list, 
there  is  no  obligation  for  you  to  buy  it,  just 
the  opportunity  if  you  wish. 


Please  complete  the  form  below  and  send 
us  the  original,  a  Xerox,  or  fax.  List  coins  in 
the  price  range  of  $250  and  up  (as  this  service 
is  primarily  designed  to  track  down  scarcer 
and  rarer  issues).  We  look  forward  to  helping 
you  complete  your  collection. 


A:  Please  enter  your  want  list: 


Date 

Denomination/Variety 

Grade  or  Grade  Range 

“Call  or 
write  today. 
We  look 
forward  to 
helping  you 
complete 
your 

collection!” 


B:  Please  fill  in  your  name  and  address: 

Name _ Street  _ _ _ 

City _ State _  Zip _ Today's  Date _ Customer  #  (if  known) _ 

I  prefer  to  be  contacted:  L)  By  phone  #: _  _ □  By  fax  #: _  Li  By  mail 

I  prefer  coins:  L)  Certified  by _  LI  Not  certified  LI  No  preference 

Year  in  which  I  began  my  interest  in  rare  coins: _ 

My  favorite  areas  of  interest  interest:  _ _ _ _ _ 


Bowers  and  Merena  Want  List  Service  •  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  •  foil  Free  1-800-222-5993  •  Fax  603-569-5319 


% 


•J’4. 

't' 


r 


UNITER  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


Important  1798  Small  Eagle  $1 
15  Obverse  Stars 


1798  BB-81.  Small  Eagle.  VF-30.  Light  gray  and 
lilac  toning.  Very  attractive.  Rare  as  a  type;  the  vast 
majority  of  1798-dated  dollars  are  of  the  later 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  type . 3,850.00 

This  is  one  of  the  most  curious  varieties  in  the  early  dollar 
series  and  is  probably  the  most  fascinating  of  the  1798  year.  The 
obverse  has  15  stars  instead  of  the  normal  13,  for  reasons  not 
known.  No  other  die  of  1798  has  this  feature.  The  reverse  has 
small  letters  and  is  from  the  identical  reverse  die  used  to  employ 
certain  other  varieties  struck  in  1795,  1796,  and  1797. 

Superb  1798  BB-118$1 


1798  BB-118.  Heraldic  Eagle.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Brilliant,  with  much  original  lustre  still  in  evidence. 
An  outstanding  specimen  for  the  type  collector 
and  early  dollar  specialist.  Certainly,  this  is  among 

the  top  two  dozen  finest  known . 4,950.00 

1800  BB-184,  B12.  VF-35.  Golden  toning  high¬ 
lights.  A  nice  specimen  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle 
reverse  type  used  1798-1804 . 975.00 


1800  BB-194.  Dotted  Date.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
Nicely  struck.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still 

remains .  1,995.00 

The  dotted  date  feature,  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  is  from 
some  interesting  die  flaws  in  the  date  area  of  the  coin;  these 
appear  as  tiny  raised  “islands.” 


Silver  dollars  ol  the  1 794- 1 804  era  are  attributed  to 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  and  are 
listed  by  "BB  numbers  as  well  as  by  “B”  numbers  (the 
latter  from  The  United  States  Early  Silver  Dollars  fom 
1  I803{bv  M.H.  Bolender).The  Bowers  text  also 

gives  detailed  information  concerning  Liberty  Seated, 
Morgan,  Peace  and  later  dollar  types,  including  much 
history,  rarity,  and  price  information. 

For  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  Comprehensive  Cata¬ 
log  and  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Morgan  and  Peace  Silver 
Dollars  (Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis) 
gives  a  wealth  of  information  not  only  concerning 
history  but  also  minute  die  varieties,  while  The  Com¬ 
prehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia  (John  W. 
Highfill)  gives  information  concerning  market  prices 
and  rarity,  as  well  as  numerous  opinions  and  collect¬ 
ing  experiences. 

Our  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a  particularly  enticing 
selection  of  silver  dollars  including  “type”  pieces  as 
well  as  scarce  dates  and  mintmarks  in  all  price  ranges. 
If  silver  dollars  are  your  speciality,  you’ll  really  love  out 
quality,  value,  and  service. 

Flowing  Hair  Dollars 

Among  early  dollars  we  offer  a  marvelous  1795 
Flowing  Hair,  multiple  examples  of  the  rare  1797  year, 
a  curious  and  rare  1 798  Small  Eagle  reverse,  and  a  high- 
grade  1802,  and  others  of  interest  and  importance. 

Sharp  and  Beautiful  1795  $1 


1795  Bowers- Borckardt- 18.  Flowing  Hair.  EF-45 

(NGC).  A  very  rare  and  historically  fascinating 
variety  with  silver  plug  at  the  center  (see  footnote), 
although  we  haven’t  factored  this  into  the  price. 
Medium  gray  toning  over  well  struck  surfaces.  A 
very  attractive  coin.  This  piece  will  be  ideal  for 
your  type  or  date  set,  and  has  the  added  attraction 
of  being  a  “special  silver  center”  dollar.  5,450.00 

Slightly  underweight  planchets  for  1795  silver  dollars  were 
drilled  at  the  center  (using  the  same  technology  employed  at  the 
Mint  to  make  the  famous  1792  silver-center  cents),  a  slightly 
larger  silver  plug  was  inserted  to  increase  the  weight,  and  then  the 
planchet  was  stamped.  Today,  a  few  1795  silver  dollars  show 
traces  of  this  plug.  On  the  present  specimen,  the  traces  can  be 
seen  on  the  reverse  under  the  eagle’s  head.  The  Guide  Book  of  U.S. 
Coins  now  lists  this  variety  separately  and  values  it  the  highest  of 
any  coin  of  the  type. 

1795  BB-21.  VG-8  (PCGS).  General  style  with  two 
leaves  under  each  wing  on  the  reverse.  Light  gray 
and  lilac  toning  over  smooth  surfaces.  A  very  nice 
example  of  the  date,  variety,  and  grade.  .  975.00 


Draped  Bust  Dollars 

Exceptional  1797  BB-71  $1 


1797  BB-71. 10x6  Stars.  Large  Letters  reverse.  EF- 

40  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  quality  specimen  of  a 
variety  and  date  usually  seen  in  lower  grades,  and 
quite  rare  above  VF.  Original  mint  lustre  is  still 
visible  in  some  sections.  This  is  the  only  variety  of 
this  year  with  the  unusual  1 0x6  star  configuration. 
A  really  great  early  dollar!  . 4,750.00 

Outstanding  1797  BB-73  $1 


1797  BB-73. 9x7  Stars.  Small  Eagle.  Large  Letters. 
AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin,  one  of  the  finest 
we  have  ever  offered!  Much  original  lustre  re¬ 
mains.  One  of  the  most  significant  1797  dollars  to 

come  on  the  market  in  recent  years . 9,750.00 

Silver  dollars  in  the  year  1797  have  achieved  a  special  fame 
all  of  their  own,  because  there  are  just  three  die  varieties  (BB-7 1 , 
BB-72,  and  BB-73)  and  because,  for  some  reason,  relatively  few 
exist  in  grades  above  EF,  and  even  EF  coins  are  rare.  The  offering 
of  this  AU  piece  must  be  regarded  as  truly  exceptional,  an 
opportunity  that  may  not  recur  for  a  long  time. 


1 797  BB-73. 9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  VF-35.  Very 
attractive  surfaces.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this 
scarce  date .  1,950.00 
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1801  BB-214.  VF-25 . 795.00 

1802/1  BB-234,  B-3.  Overdate.  EF-40  (ANACS 
Cache).  Overdate  details  plainly  evident  to  the 
unaided  eye.  Attractive  steel  gray  surfaces  exhibit 
deep  blue  toning  highlights.  Choice.  ..  1,595.00 


Superb  1802  $1 


1802  BB-242.  R-4+.  EF-45.  Light  golden  and  gray 
toning  over  well  struck  surfaces.  A  superb  speci¬ 


men  of  this  scarce  date . 2,995.00 

1803  BB-255.  Large  3.  VP-25.  Scarce . 725.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

Mint  State  1848  Rarity 


Important  1848  Dollar 
1848  MS-60  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  with  some  prooflike  characteristics.  Another 
quality  specimen  for  the  specialist.  We  believe 
you’ll  agree  that  it  has  the  aesthetic  quality  of  an 
even  higher  graded  coin . 4,950.00 


Rare  1855  Dollar 


1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  The  1855  silver  dollar  is  very 
rare  in  high  business  strike  grades.  Only  a  few 
exist.  This  beauty  will  be  an  attraction  in  any 
specialized  collection . 5,995.00 

Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 

1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  An 

ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade,  high 
rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal — all  you  could 
desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  The  1858  stands 
alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia  M  int  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  struck  only  in  Proof  finish;  no  examples  were 
ever  made  for  circulation .  1 1,500.00 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure  is 
approximately  one-third  that  of  the  famous  1 895  Proof  Morgan 
dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier,  attrition  has 
increased  the  difference  even  more. 

1859  AU-50.  Light  gray  and  iridescent  toning.  Much 

rarer  than  its  New  Orleans  counterpart.  Scarce  so 
fine .  1,350.00 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example.  Of¬ 
ten  a  span  of yearsvnW  elapse  between  our  offerings 
of  an  1 848  of  this  remarkable  quality. .  6,295.00 

1848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
1 5,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 


Memorable  1864  Dollar 

1864  MS-62  (PCGS).  From  a  low  mintage  of 30, 700 
business  strikes,  with  much  of  that  mintage  shipped 
to  the  Orient  for  trade  purposes.  A  beautiful  coin 
with  light  golden  toning  highlights  on  lustrous 
surfaces.  Just  a  few  dozen  examples  exist  in  Mint 


About  the  Saint  Andrew  Cross 


The  following  letter  is  from  The  Rev.  Peter 
Arvedson,  Rector,  St.  Andrew’s  Church  in 
Buffalo,  NY: 

Dear  David: 

In  the  latest  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review,  on 
page  50,  there  is  an  interesting  note  on  the 
meaning  ofX.  I  am  the  pastor  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Church,  and  have  learned  a  great  deal  about 
St.  Andrew,  but  this  was  one  bit  of  informa¬ 
tion  I  did  not  have.  However,  one  minor 
correction  would  make  that  note  even  more 
interesting.  The  “cross”  associated  with  St. 
Andrew  has  always  been  X-shaped.  So  the 


statement  “the  cross  was  often  tilted  to  look 
much  like  the  letter  X”  is  not  necessary.  It 
was  always  “tilted.”  The  tradition  is  that 
Andrew  was  crucified,  but  on  an  X-shaped 
cross,  so  the  symbol  always  associated  with 
him,  in  medieval  paintings  and  statues,  is  the 
X-shaped  cross. 

I  find  your  Review  always  interesting. 

Editor’s  note:  By  the  way,  the  “X"  in  the 
“2X2"  on  the  obverse  of  the  1921  Alabama 
Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar  is  a 
cross  of  St.  Andrew,  the  same  being  a  part  of 
the  state  flag. 


State.  This  coin  will  be  a  centerpiece  to  any  ad¬ 
vanced  cabinet;  a  connoisseur’s  delight.  4,250.00 


Choice  Proof  1871  $1 

1 87 1  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  brilliant  coin  with  a  hint  of 
attractive  toning.  You’ll  like  this  one!  ...  2,850.00 
1871  AU-50.  Attractively  toned.  Much  original  lustre 


remains .  575.00 

1872  VF-30 . 225.00 


1 872-S  VF-30.  Scarce,  desirable,  and  quite  attractive. 
Very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  naturally 
retoned  in  shades  of  silver  and  gold.  A  few  scat¬ 
tered  marks  are  noted,  and  a  tiny  rim  mark  is  seen 
at  1 :00  on  the  reverse.  Check  it  out;  your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed . 925.00 

The  1 872-S,  mintage  9,000,  is  one  of  just  four  dates 
coined  in  San  Francisco  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series, 
and  is  one  of  just  two  readily  collectible  issues  (the  1870-S  is 
a  legendary  rarity,  and  the  1 873-S  is  not  known  to  exist),  and 
the  only  available  San  Francisco  issue  of  the  With  Motto  style. 


Morgan  Dollars 


(Jt 


Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Morgan  silver 
dollars  (minted  from  1878  to  1921)  are  number  one 
on  the  popularity  list  with  our  clients.  And,  no  won¬ 
der.  Of  the  100  or  so  standard  varieties  listed  in  the 
Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins,  dozens  of  different  varieties 
can  be  bought  in  Mint  State  for  less  than  $100  each, 
and  many  other  choice  pieces  can  be  acquired  in  the 
$100  to  $1,000  range. 

This  present  issue  No.  1 02  of  The  Rare  Coin  Review 
offers  a  choice  selection  of  Morgan  dollars,  including 
Carson  City  issues,  inexpensive  San  Francisco  variet¬ 
ies  from  the  1880s,  and  others. 

Ifyou  would  like  to  begin  a  set  of  Morgan  dollars,  we 
offer  you  several  suggestions: 

1 .  Buy  one  each  of  as  many  different  coins  as  you  can 
afford,  in  grades  from  MS-63  to  MS-65.  The  pieces 
you  obtain  from  us  will  be  of  choice,  selected  quality, 
lustrous,  and  guaranteed  to  please! 

2.  Buy  one  each  as  above,  but  limit  your  expenditure 
to,  say,  $200  per  coin.  It  is  surprising  how  many 
different  dates  and  mintmarks  you  will  be  able  to 
acquire! 

3.  Start  a  collection  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars 
minted  1878  to  1885  and  again  from  1889  to  1893. 
We  like  these  a  lot,  and  believe  that  the  market  prices 
are  really  attractive.  Within  the  Carson  City  series,  a 
good  way  to  begin  is  to  get  one  each  of  1882-CC, 
1883-CC,  and  1884-CC.  We  have  brilliant,  frosty 
specimens  in  stock  ready  for  immediate  shipment. 

4.  Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  collections 
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and  we  guarantee  you'll  be  pleased  with  the  quality, 
value  tor  the  price  paid,  and  the  selection  we  make  for 
you: 

Special  Morgan  Set  No.  1 

STARTER  SET  ot  Morgan  silver  dollars:  A  great 
way  to  begin  a  high-grade  collection  of  this  beauti¬ 
ful  series!  We  ll  select  $1,000  or  more  worth  of 
dates  and  mintmarks  of  the  early  years,  1878  to 
1904  era,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as 
MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  The  set  will  include  at 
least  two  different  CC  coins  as  well  as  specimens 
from  the  other  three  early  mints  (Philadelphia, 
New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco).  Your  net  price  is 
$895.00.  In  addition,  if  you  request,  we’ll  send 
some  other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add  to  your 
set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a  special 
discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Morgan  Set  No.  1.” 

Special  Morgan  Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  we’ll  select  $3,000  or  more 
worth  of  dates  and  mintmarks  of  the  early  years, 
1878  to  1904  era,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  The  set  will 
include  at  least  four  or  five  different  CC  coins  as 
well  as  numerous  specimens  from  the  other  three 
early  mints  (Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  and  San 
Francisco).  Your  net  price  is  $2,695,  which  will 
include  over  $3,000  worth  of  coins  PLUS  the  two- 
volume  book  set,  Dave  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia  (list  price:  $149).  If  you  already  own 
the  book,  then  tell  us,  and  send  just  $2,595  for  the 
coins  alone.  In  addition,  if  you  request,  we  ll  send 
some  other  choice  Morgan  dollars  to  you  on  ap¬ 
proval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will 
carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Morgan 
Set  No.  2.” 

Special  Morgan  Set  No.  3 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set.  It  is  similar  to 
No.  2,  but  has  even  more  coins — each  one  selected  for 
its  quality  and  beauty!  You’ll  get  over  $10,000  worth 
of  coins  at  our  regular  prices,  discounted  to  you  for 
only  $8,850  with  the  two-volume  book  set,  or  $8,750 
without  it.  This  set  of  coins  will  propel  you  into  the 
“advanced  numismatist”  status  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series.  And,  if  desired,  we’ll  send  you  some  additional 
Morgan  dollars  on  approval,  and  will  keep  a  “want 
list”  showing  pieces  you  still  need. 

Special  Carson  City  Set  No.  4 

This  set  consists  of  one  each,  1882-CC,  1883-CC, 
and  1 884-CC,  each  lustrous,  brilliant  MS-63  certi¬ 
fied,  total  value  $212.00,  net:  $195.00. 

Special  Carson  City  Set  No.  5 

This  set  consists  ofone  each  of  1878-CC,  1880-CC, 
1 88 1  -CC,  1 882-CC,  1 883-CC,  1 884-CC,  and  1 885- 
CC,  each  lustrous,  brilliant  MS-63  or  MS-64  certified, 
total  value  over  $1,025.00,  net:  $925.00. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  195.00 


A  Fine  Collection  is  Your  Best  Investment 


1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant.  .60.00 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (a.k.a.  7  over  8 

Tailfeathers).  MS-64.  Brilliant . 410.00 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly 

toned  rims . 410.00 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 410.00 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS). 105.00 
1878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1878  (2nd  reverse; 
parallel  top  arrow  feather).  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 135.00 

1878  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1879  (3rd  reverse; 
slanting  top  arrow  feather).  MS-63.  Brilliant  with 

strong  mint  lustre . 130.00 

1 878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1 879.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 130.00 

1878  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 60.00 

1878-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995.00 

1878-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 205.00 

1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 92.00 

1878-CC  MS-61  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 95.00 

1878-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 89.00 

1 878-S  to  1 882-S  San  Francisco  dollar  set  of  7  Pieces. 

MS-60  to  AU,  representing  the  first  seven  dates 
from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  in  a  custom  plastic 
display  holder.  The  five  coins  dated  1 878-S  through 
1 882-S  pieces  average  MS-62;  and  the  two  coins 
dated  1883-S  and  1884-S  are  AU-50  to  AU-53. 
Ask  for  “Early  San  Francisco  Morgan  Dollar  Set” 

when  ordering . 549.00 

1 878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  280.00 

All  1 878-S  dollars  have  the  2nd  reverse  (with  parallel 
arrow  feathers).  Ditto  1878-CC  dollars. 

1 878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50.00 

1 878-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  toning.50.00 

1 878-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 36.00 

1 878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  36.00 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42.00 


Splendid  1879-CC  $1 


1 879-CC  “Perfect  CC”  variety.  MS-63  Prooflike 

(NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  very  sharply  struck 
and  with  delicate  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the 
nicest  1879-CC  dollars  we  have  ever  seen  in 
any  grade.  The  connoisseur  will  really  like  this 

one! .  2,995.00 

The  1 879-CC  is  the  pivotal  coin  in  a  set  of  Carson  City 
dollars  of  the  early  years  1878  through  1885. 


1879-0  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  on  both  sides.  Rare  so  nice! . 525.00 

The  first  New  Orleans  Mint  Morgan  dollar  issue. 

1879-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant.  A  scarce 

issue .  525.00 

1879-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185.00 

1879-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractively,  lightly 

toned .  185.00 

1879-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69.00 

1 879-S  Reverse  of  1878  (2nd  reverse,  with  parallel  top 
arrow  feather).  MS-60  (PCGS).  Prooflike  reverse 
with  light  golden  toning . 1 15.00 

The  1 879-S  with  2nd  reverse  is  much  rarer  than  the 
usually  seen  3rd  reverse  (with  slanting  top  feather).  It  is 
believed  that  the  majority  of  extant  pieces  on  the  market 
today  came  from  the  LaVere  Redfield  hoard  dispersed  in 
1976. 

1 879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache). 

Brilliant . 45.00 

1 879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65.  Brilliant. ..  120.00 

1 879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  120.00 

1 879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  120.00 

1 879- S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 49.00 

1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 50.00 

1880  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24.00 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  Overdated  numerals. 

MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosted  devices  and  brilliant 
fields .  1,425.00 

The  1 880-CC  with  reverse  of  1 878  (2nd  reverse;  parallel 
top  arrow  feather)  is  at  least  four  or  five  times  rarer  than  the 
regular  (3rd  reverse)  style.  All  known  1 880-CC  2nd  reverse 
dollars  are  overdates. 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny 
gem.  Radiant  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides. 
Overdate  details  plainly  evident  under  low  magni¬ 
fication .  575.00 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63.  Brilliant.289.00 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 289.00 

1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  VAM-4.  MS-63 
(ANACS  Cache).  Frosty  devices  and  brilliant  fields. 
Overdate  details  plainly  visible  under  magnifica¬ 
tion . 289.00 

1880-CC  MS-63  3rd  Reverse  (reverse  of ’79),  8/7  in 

date.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1880-CC  3rd  Reverse,  8/7  in  date.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 625.00 

1880-CC  3rd  Reverse,  8/7  in  date.  MS-64. .  275.00 

1880-CC  3rd  Reverse,  8/7  in  date.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 375.00 

1880-0  VAM-la.  MS-63.  This  is  the  “Hangnail” 
variety  (FS#  $1-005.1)  as  described  in  the  third 
edition  of  the  Cherrypickers '  Guide  (available  from 

our  Publications  Department) . 495.00 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1881- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415.00 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245.00 

1881-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245.00 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 219.00 

1881-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1881-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 195.00 


Page  36 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  102 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1881-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1881-0  MS-63  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1881-S  MS-66.  A  nearly  flawless  gem.  A  whisper  of 

pale  champagne  toning . 305.00 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 130.00 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1 882  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem.  Splashes  of  pale 

rose  toning  grace  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait  and  the 

reverse  eagle . 465.00 

1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 36.00 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36.00 

1882- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72.00 

1882-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 72.00 

1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 72.00 

1882-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  highlights  on 

frosty  silver  surfaces . 875.00 

1882-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89.00 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120.00 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1882- S  MS-62 . 25.00 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS) .  Lightly  splashed  in  pale  golden 

hues . 35.00 

1883- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  white.205.00 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 90.00 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

toning.  Splendid.' . 90.00 

1883-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  a 

beauty! . 70.00 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1883-S  AU-50.  Scarce . 105.00 

1883- S  and  1884-S  dollar  pair.  Both  are  AU-50.  In 

custom  plastic  holder . 365.00 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1884  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19.00 

1884- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210.00 

1884-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65.00 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 120.00 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120.00 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 


Order  it  today 
Enjoy  it  tomorrow 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  about  our  overnight  Federal 
Express  service.  Just  $10  on  orders  under 
$300;  FREE  above  that  amount.  Shipments 
to  street  addresses  anywhere  in  the  USA! 


1884-S  $1  Rarity 


1884-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and 
very  lustrous.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of 
the  most  difficult  issues  to  find  in  MS-60.  A  major 
opportunity  for  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  special¬ 


ist .  3,795.00 

1884-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325.00 

1884- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 259.00 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139.00 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1885  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1885- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Slightly  scarcer 

and  always  popular  Carson  City  issue;  low  mint¬ 
age,  too! . 495.00 

1885-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255.00 

1885-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240.00 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 120.00 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120.00 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23.00 

1885-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425.00 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135.00 

1885- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 110.00 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 310.00 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125.00 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125.00 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1886- 0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 410.00 

1886-0  AU-55 . 75.00 


1887/6  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  major  rarity 
among  Philadelphia  Morgan  dollars.  ..  1,260.00 

This  overdate  was  generally  unknown  to  numismatists  until 
recent  times.  Since  its  discovery,  it  has  been  recognized  as  a  rarity. 

1887/6  Overdate.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  hint  of  light 


golden  toning  is  noted . 560.00 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125.00 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1887-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435.00 

1887-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115.00 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  ton¬ 
ing .  550.00 

1887-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1887-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195.00 


1888  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1888-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  535.00 

1888-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59.00 

1888- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  specimen  of  this 

desirable  branch  mint  issue . 259.00 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Glittering  satiny  gem.  399.00 

1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399.00 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 50.00 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1889- CC  EF-40.  The  ultimate  “CC”  dollar  vari¬ 
ety .  795.00 

Actually,  in  EF-40  grade  the  1889-CC  is  rarer  than  in 
Mint  State!  (Of  course,  this  doesn’t  make  any  difference  in 
the  market  price,  as  better  grade  coins  are  more  desired.) 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235.00 

1889-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1889-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365.00 

1889-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365.00 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1889-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125.00 

1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199.00 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199.00 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS) . 42.00 


Gem  1890-CC  Dollar 


1890-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  gem  surfaces 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  superb  specimen  in 
every  respect.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a 

really  gorgeous  1890-CC,  this  is  it! . 3,500.00 

1890-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen  with 


attractive  light  toning . 785.00 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractively,  lightly 

toned . 410.00 

1890-CC  AU-50 .  95.00 

1890-CC  EF-45 . 85.00 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1890-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66.00 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1890- S  AU-55 . 26.00 

1891  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  light  toning.  160.00 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160.00 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59.00 

1891  AU-55 .  29.00 

1891- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 

1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing .  650.00 

1 89 1  -CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade 

level . 310.00 

1891-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310.00 
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1 89  1  -CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lucky  us  and 
lucky  you!  We  have  acquired  a  beautiful  group  of 
20(!)  sparkling  beauties,  each  sharply  struck.  Add 
one  to  your  collection  while  they  last: ....  310.00 


1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 173.00 

1 89 1  -CC  AU-50 . 95.00 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245.00 


T easing  comment:  The  1891-0  has  a  unique  feature.  Do 
you  know  what  it  is?  If  not,  you  need  the  two-volume  set, 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  Umted  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia. 

1892  MS-64.  One  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint 
issues  of  the  era . 635.00 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  beautiful  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 315.00 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Very  sharply  struck.  Brilliant.  Scarce 

Carson  City  issue . 795.00 

1 892-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  scarce  and  popular  issue 
from  the  next  to  final  year  of  Carson  City  Mint 

operations.  Brilliant . 795.00 

1892-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant .  535.00 

1892-CC  AU-50.  Attractively  toned . 195.00 

1892-0  AU-50 .  50.00 

1892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,950.00 

1892- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  original  mint 

lustre  still  remains.  Popular  rarity .  1,950.00 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 

elusive  Philadelphia  Mint  issues . 735.00 

1 893  MS-6 1 .  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  just  a  hint  of 
pale  gold  at  the  obverse  rims . 365.00 

1893  MS-60.  Brilliant . 340.00 

1893- CC  MS-60  PL  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  sur¬ 
faces  and  lightly  frosted  motifs .  1 ,495.00 

1893-0  EF-40 .  185.00 

EF-40  1893-S  Rarity 

1893-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  golden  gray  specimen 
of  a  desirable  rarity.  Virtually  mark  free,  and 

aesthetically  appealing  as  such .  3,950.00 

Recently,  while  on  the  West  Coast,  Mark  Borckardt,  our 
senior  numismatist,  bought  a  small  group  of  1893-S  dollars 
in  various  grades,  put  away  years  ago  when  they  were  more 
available  than  at  present.  These  are  listed  here  for  your 
selection. 

1893-S  VF-20  (PCGS).  Another  desirable  speci¬ 
men .  1,350.00 

1893-S  F-12.  Attractively  toned . 975.00 

1 893-S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare  and 

desirable  branch  mint  issue . 725.00 

1893-S  VG-7.  Full  rims  on  both  sides.  Another  af¬ 
fordable  example  of  this  prized  rarity . 695.00 

1893-S  G-4.  Well  worn,  not  heavily  marked.  650.00 

1 894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  issues  in 

the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  re¬ 
main .  575.00 

1894  VF-30.  Rose  toning  highlights  on  silver  gray 
surfaces.  295.00 1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 785.00 

1895-0  AU-50.  A  highly  important  issue.  ..810.00 
1895-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning.  Some 
mint  lustre  still  remains,  particularly  on  the  re¬ 


verse . 810.00 

1895-0  EF-40 .  195.00 

1895-0  VF-30 .  135.00 

1895-0  VF-20 .  125.00 


1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  golden  gem.  185.00 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1896-0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray. ..  810.00 

1896-0  AU-58 . 225.00 

1896- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 115.00 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 50.00 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1897- 0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 785.00 

1897-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  Mint  State. 

Lustrous.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade . 560.00 

1897-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1897-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  with 

a  hint  of  gold . 515.00 

1897-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 515.00 

1897-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1897- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

There  are  enough  Morgans  in  this  listing  to  start  a  silver 
dollar  museum!  Have  a  field  day  picking  out  those  that  appeal 
to  you  the  most! 

1898- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125.00 


Morgan  dollar  history  is  fascinating.  Did  you  know  that 
at  one  time  the  1898-0  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
foremost  rarities  in  the  series?  Then,  in  autumn  1 962,  the 
universe  of  Morgan  dollars  rearranged  itself. . . . 


1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125.00 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1898-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1898-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240.00 

1898- S  AU-50 . 63.00 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS) . 99.00 

Highly  prized  and  somewhat  controversial  Philadelphia 
Mint  issue. 

1899- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1899-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  delightful  gem.  Satiny 

surfaces  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  a  whisper 

of  rose  toning . 485.00 

1899-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 255.00 

1899- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255.00 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185.00 

1900  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1900- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125.00 

1900-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1900-O/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

An  attractive  gem .  1,260.00 


The  1900-O/CC  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
varieties  in  the  series.  The  Carson  City  coining  facility  shut 
down  operation  in  1 893.  On  hand  were  some  unused  reverse 
dies  with  the  “CC”  mintmark.  At  the  end  of  the  decade,  when 
it  was  realized  that  the  coining  operations  would  not  be 
reopened,  the  unused  dies  were  shipped  to  Philadelphia 
(where  all  dies  were  prepared  and  mintmarks  were  added), 
and  overpunched  with  an  “O”  mintmark,  and  then  shipped 
to  New  Orleans  for  use.  Today,  the  1900-O/CC  shows  clear 
evidence  of  the  “CC”  letters  beneath  the  “O.”  Thus,  it  can 
rightly  be  considered  part  of  the  Carson  City  series  as  well  as 
the  New  Orleans  series — a  dollar  with  a  link  to  two  different 
mints,  widely  separated  geographically.  Every  collection  should 
have  one! 

1900-O/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550.00 

1900-O/CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning  on 


lustrous  surfaces .  550.00 

1900-O/CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  glittering  lustrous 
coin.  We  have  just  acquired  five  of  these,  and  offer 

them  for,  each: . 340.00 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325.00 

1900-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  full  mint 

brilliance . 325.00 

1900-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155.00 

1900-S  AU-50 . 49.00 

Key  1901  Proof  Dollar 
1901  Proof-62.  Brilliant.  A  very  attractive  specimen 
of  the  second  scarcest  (after  1895)  Philadelphia 
Mint  Morgan  dollar  in  higher  grades.  As,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  Mint  State  coins  are  Unavail¬ 
able,  this  Proof  will  enable  you  to  make  an  “end 
run”  and  obtain  a  nice  specimen  for  reasonable 


cost . 2,750.00 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 675  00 
1901  AU-55  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1901  AU-53 . 275.00 

1901-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245.00 

1901-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245.00 

1901-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1901-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1901- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  gold . 299.00 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny,  light  golden  gem. 

Scarce  so  fine .  585.00 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 15.00 

1902- 0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155.00 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155.00 

1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1902-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 510.00 

1902- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259.00 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225.00 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225.00 

1903- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199.00 


At  one  time  (before  autumn  1 962)  the  1 903-0  in  Mint 
State  was  the  king  of  the  Morgan  dollars;  in  fact,  a  coin  such 
as  this  was  much  more  highly  prized  than  a  gem  1 895  Proof! 

1903-S  EF-45.  A  scarce  San  Francisco  Morgan  dollar 
issue.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  under 


medium  golden  surfaces . 425.00 

1903-S  EF-40.  Steel  gray  surfaces . 350.00 

1903-S  VF-30 . 95.00 

1903- S  VF-20 . 75.00 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Rose  toning  on  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 585.00 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  585.00 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249.00 

1904  MS-60.  Brilliant . 63.00 

1904- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49.00 

An  erstwhile  legendary  rarity  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series; 
that  is,  before  autumn  1962.  How  exciting  those  days  were! 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1904-S  AU-50.  Brilliant .  550.00 

1904-S  VF-35 . 119.00 

1904-S  VF-30 . 85.00 
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1921  Morgan.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1921-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  this  nicely 
preserved . 399.00 

The  D  mintmark  on  all  1921-D  dollars  is  almost  micro¬ 
scopic!  Same  for  the  S  on  the  1921-S  dollars. 

1921-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59.00 

1921-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 59.00 

1921-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155.00 

1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155.00 


Peace  Dollars 


the  1922  High  Relief  eclipses  the  famous  1804 
silver  dollar.  The  present  specimen  is  beautiful  in 
its  appearance,  and  of  unquestioned  rarity  and 
desirability . 49,500.00 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck,  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition,  R.W. 
Julian  reports  that  35,401  business  strike  1922  High  Relief 
dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were  not  released. 
One  worn  example  is  known,  and  may  be  from  the  business 


strike  production. 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465.00 

1922-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56.00 

1922-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 38.00 


Peace  dollars,  minted  1921  to  1935,  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  of  American  coins,  especially  if  in 
carefully  selected  grades  of  MS-63  to  MS-65.  We 
present  an  extensive  selection  of  quality  coins  for  your 
consideration. 
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1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  pale  golden 
surfaces .  1,750.00 

The  High  Relief  Peace  dollar  of  1921  is  rightfully  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  a  different  design  type  and  is  quite  unlike  the  low-relief 
style  of  1922-1 935. 

1921  Peace.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  strong 

cartwheel  lustre . 450.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  fairly 

well  struck . 450.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 450.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 245.00 

1921  AU-58.  A  lustrous  specimen  from  the  first  year 
of  Peace  dollar  coinage.  Pale  golden  toning  high¬ 


lights . 105.00 

1921  Peace.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 85.00 


1922  High  Relief  Proof  Rarity 


1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC).  High 
relief  as  in  1921,  and  completely  unlike  the 
regular  1922  issue.  In  terms  of  absolute  rarity, 


1922-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  elusive  this  nice.  A 
lustrous,  satiny  specimen  with  splashes  of  cham¬ 


pagne  toning .  1,725.00 

1922-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  sparkling 

gem . 295.00 

1922-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32.00 

1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  175.00 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1923  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 23.00 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 23.00 


1923-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  gem 


specimen .  1,550.00 

On  the  obverse,  a  very  tiny,  but  quite  interesting  die  break 
is  seen  around  much  of  the  border. 

1923-S  AU-58 . 17.00 


1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Exhibits  pale  champagne  ton¬ 
ing . 195.00 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Among  Peace  dollars  this  is 
one  of  the  toughest  to  find  examples  at  this  grade 
level,  especially  if  excellent  ^esthetic  value  is  desired. 


This  specimen  fills  the  bill  exactly .  1 125.00 

1924-S  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning  on  central  de¬ 
vices . 410.00 

1924-S  MS-62.  Attractive  light  toning . 165.00 

1924-S  AU-55 .  65.00 


1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  light  toning.  175.00 


1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1925-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

buy  at  this  grade  level,  for  MS-65  coins  are 
much  more  expensive,  with  very  little  difference 

in  actual  grade! .  635.00 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1925-S  AU-58 . 42.00 

1925-S  AU-55 . 34.00 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 499.00 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499.00 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499.00 

1926  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23.00 

1926  MS-60.  Brilliant . 21.00 


1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  frosty,  pale  golden 


gem .  750.00 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199.00 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199.00 

1926-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Champagne  toning  on 
the  obverse  with  a  blush  of  pale  rose  on  the 

reverse .  1 125.00 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1926- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS) . 345.00 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56.00 

1927  MS-60.  Brilliant . 50.00 

1927- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1927-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 

scarcer  issues  in  the  series  (despite  the  current 
low  price!)  . 135.00 


1927- D  MS-61  (PCGS).  These  MS-61  coins  have 

been  hand-selected  for  their  brilliance,  lustre  and 
quality.  Indeed,  they  are  as  nice  as  some  pieces  we 
have  seen  graded  higher.  If  you  are  seeking  a 
specimen  of  this  rare  date,  we  know  you’ll  be 

delighted! . 120.00 

1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Lowest  regular  mint¬ 
age  issue  in  the  series . 550.00 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  issues  to  find  in  the  series  at  this 

grade  level .  550.00 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  the  satiny 
surface  that  is  characteristic  of  this  date.  310.00 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310.00 

1928  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189.00 

1928- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  ob¬ 
tain  in  this  grade.  A  key  to  the  series.  1 ,095.00 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce  at  this  level.  1,095. 00 
1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  rose.  310.00 
1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  ..310.00 


1928-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240.00 

1934  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 240.00 

1934  MS-63  (PCGS) . 99.00 


Gem  1934-S  Peace  $1 

1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  example 
of  the  most  desired  branch  mint  issue  in  the 


series . 3,150.00 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  display  a 

hint  of  light  golden  toning . 2,375.00 

1934-S  AU-50.  Attractive . 460.00 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Q 


QThis  is  more  of  a  question  for  your  auction 
director  Dr.  Richard  Bagg  than  for  you,  but 
as  I  have  written  to  you  before  I’ll  ask  you 
first.  You  can  pass  the  inquiry  along  to  him 
if  you  wish.  I  have  a  number  of  rare  coins  I 
would  like  to  consign  to  one  of  your  auctions.  Included  is 
a  nearly  complete  set  of  Morgan  dollars,  a  nearly  complete 
type  set  of  United  States  coins,  and  several  territorial 
pioneer  or  gold  coins,  two  or  three  patterns,  and  several 
pieces  of  paper  money,  all  of  which  are  quite  valuable.  My 
question  is  this:  I  have  several  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
miscellaneous  “junk,”  which  I  acquired  as  a  beginning 
collector,  and  which  I  do  not  want  to  be  left  with  once  my 
rare  coins  are  sold.  I  know  these  are  not  suitable  for 
auction,  so  do  you  have  any  ideas?  You  don’t  need  to  tell 
me  about  your  auction  sales — that  is  already  set — but 
what  do  I  do  with  my  other  material? — I.T. 

A  You  are  not  alone.  It  is  a  rare  collector  who  has 
holdings  in  which  everything  is  suitable  for  the 
auction  block.  There  are  several  ways  to  go,  and 
you  can  take  your  pick: 

1.  You  can  ship  the  coins  to  us,  and  we  will 
break  up  the  bulk,  inexpensive  pieces  into  two  or  three  lots,  or 
perhaps  keep  them  together  as  a  single  lot,  solicit  bids  from 
interested  dealers  and  collectors  who  will  examine  the  lots, 
charge  1 0%  for  our  services  in  the  matter,  and  remit  the  highest 
bid  to  you.  In  that  way  you  can  sell  several  hundred  coins,  or 
whatever,  in  one  fell  swoop  with  no  effort  or  bother,  and,  really, 
it’s  not  much  effort  at  this  end,  either.  The  scarce  and  rare 
pieces  will  then  be  presented  at  auction. 

2.  You  can  consign  to  a  local  coin  club  auction.  If  you  have 
an  active  club  in  your  area,  chances  are  that  they  are  eager  to  get 
material  of  low  value  and  of  a  popular 
nature.  I  am  sure  their  commission  will  be 
very  reasonable,  and  the  coins  will  all  find 
appreciative  buyers — perhaps  generating 
some  new  collectors. 

3.  If  the  coins  in  the  aggregate  are  not 
that  valuable  and  you  don’t  mind  giving 
them  away,  you  might  consider  breaking 
them  into  packages  and  giving  them  to 
some  of  your  younger  relatives,  perhaps 
together  with  a  few  coin  books.  As  you 
intend  to  consign  your  main  collection  to 
us,  I’ll  even  send  some  books  along  with  my 
compliments  that  you  can  give  away. 

One  of  these  suggestions  should  be  ideal. 


In  your  Robert  W.  Miller,  Sr. 
Collection  Sale,  1  was  able  to 
complete,  perhaps,  my  collec¬ 
tion  of  Augustus  B.  Sage’s  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Gallery  tokens.  I  have 
numbers  1-3  and  5-9.  Richard  D.  Kenney,  in 
his  article  “The  Issues  of  Augustus  B.  Sage,”  in 
the  March-April,  1949  issue  of  the  Coin  Col¬ 
lectors'  Journal  identifies  No.  4  as  depicting 
James  R.  Chilton,  M.D.,  but  appends  the 
following  note: 

“We  have  not  been  able  to  locate  a  speci¬ 
men  of  Numismatic  Gallery  No.  4,  but  as 
evidence  exists  that  it  was  actually  struck,  we  include  it  in 
the  list.”  What  his  evidence  was,  Kenney  did  not  specify. 
Hence  my  question:  Have  you  ever  handled  or  heard  of  an 
extant  specimen  of  No.  4?  I  doubt  that  one  exists,  but  I  want 
to  do  a  little  checking  to  satisfy  myself  on  this  point,  so  I 
would  appreciate  your  input. 

My  second  question  stems  from  Lot  2322  of  your  Van 
Arsdall — Antelope  Valley  Sale.  Among  the  pieces  in  that 
group  lot  is  “Empire  Coin  Company  restrike  from 
Dickeson’s  Continental  Currency  Unit  Dies.”  The  piece  is 
a  white  metal  prooflike  Uncirculated.  I  am  the  owner  of 
both  a  silver  and  a  copper  Empire  Coin  Company  token 
with  Immunis  Columbia  style  obverse  and  1795  half 
Empire-Dickeson  restrike  before,  and  I’d  appreciate  learn¬ 
ing  more  about  it. — Dr.  J.  J.  O. 

A  I  have  no  additional  records  concerning  Augustus 

B.  Sage’s  Numismatic  Gallery  tokens,  and  I 
invite  readers  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  to  submit 
any  information  they  may  have,  which  will  be 
forwarded  to  you.  Incidentally,  Dick  Kenney, 
researcher  for  the  series,  died  at  a  comparatively  young  age, 
leaving  behind  a  family  and  a  host  of  numismatists  who  wished 
he  had  lived  longer,  as  his  contributions  to  numismatics  would 
have  been  immense. 

With  regard  to  the  Continental  Currency  pieces,  these  dies 
were  acquired  by  Empire  Coin  Company  from  John  J.  Ford,  Jr., 
and  have  been  used  by  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  to  produce 
copies  (not  restrikes)  of  the  1776  Continental  Currency  unit. 
Dickeson  is  best  remembered,  of  course,  as  the  author  of  the 
1859  opus,  The  American  Numismatical  Manual.  If  memory 
serves.  Empire  had  several  thousand — the  quantity  4,000  comes 
to  mind — struck  by  one  or  another  of  the  mints,  I  believe  John 

Pinches’,  in  England.  The  dies  then 
went  to  the  late  Robert  Bashlow,  who, 
I  believe,  had  additional  pieces  struck.  I 
am  sure  that  these  were  advertised  in  the 
various  numismatic  publications  at  the 
time,  so  a  check  through  these,  circa 
1961,  may  result  in  more  information. 
If  another  point  is  raised,  write  to  me 
and  I  shall  address  it. 

Dies  for  the  Empire  Coin  Company 
token  were  cut  by  Alphonse  Kolb,  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  who  was  a  nu¬ 
mismatist  as  well  as  a  professional  die 
cutter.  Again,  if  memory  serves,  about 
100  pieces  were  struck  in  silver,  and  a 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of 
United  States 
numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 
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larger  quantity,  but  not  more  than  a  few  thousand,  in  antiqued  copper. 

1  he  current  series  of  one-ounce  gem  Proof  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  medals,  begun  in  1982,  is,  from  my  knowledge,  the  longest 
continuous  yearly  medal  series  ever  issued  by  a  rare  coin  dealer.  1994 
will  mark  the  13th  year  these  have  been  produced. 

AAA 


QI  am  intrigued  by  Carson  City  gold  coins  and  am 
considering  assembling  a  complete  set  of  either  $5, 
$10  or  $20  coins,  or  perhaps  all  three  denomina¬ 
tions.  Do  you  have  any  advice?  What  grades  are 
practical?  Are  any  of  the  rarities  impossible  to  obtain? 
Budget  is  not  much  of  a  consideration  with  me,  but  I  do  want  to 
complete  each  set,  at  least  eventually — L.S.N. 


A  The  Guide  Book  gives  a  good  overview  of  the  series. 

Prices  are  apt  to  vary  somewhat,  and  auction  records 
would  probably  be  a  better  guide.  In  general,  price  lists 
and  market  indicators  can  be  thrown  away  for  anything 
at  the  MS-60  or  higher  level,  as  transactions  are  suffi¬ 
ciently  infrequent  that  catalogue  numbers  don’t  mean  a  great  deal. 
They  are  more  relevant  in  such  levels  as  VF  or  EF.  “The  Coin  Market” 
in  Numismatic  News  and  “Trends”  in  Coin  World  both  impart  a  great 
deal  of  useful  information,  and  are  also  recommended. 

There  is  not  one  of  the  three  denominations — $5,  $10,  and  $20 — 
that  is  a  clear  cut  above  the  others,  so  far  as  ease  of  completion  is 
concerned.  Offhand,  I  suspect  that  the  largest,  the  $20  double  eagles, 
would  be  the  most  readily  acquired  in  a  grade  such  as  Extremely  Fine,  but 
my  comment  does  not  include  the  rare  1870-CC,  which  is  sufficiently 
elusive  so  that  we  typically  handle  a  specimen  only  once  every  year  or  two. 

As  a  class — considering  the  denomination  as  a  whole — $  1 0  Carson 
City  coins  are  the  rarest.  However,  at  the  same  time  they  are  the  most 
overlooked  from  a  numismatic  viewpoint.  This  may  balance  out, 
enabling  you  to  acquire  very  rare  pieces  at  prices  lower  that  what 
otherwise  would  be  the  case. 

The  $5  gold  coins  from  the  Carson  City  Mint  include  a  few 
toughies,  especially  those  early  in  the  series  such  as  1870-CC. 

A  general  rule  of  thumb  concerning  Carson  City  coinage — and  this 
is  based  on  observations  over  a  period  of  years — is  that  mintages  are  a  fair 
guide  to  relative  availability  after  about  1 873-1874.  For  the  years  1 870- 


FOLLOW  UP 


I  read  with  interest  your  comments  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
No.  95  about  the  three  1857  Flying  Eagle  cents  showing  clash 
marks  from  the  Liberty  Seated  25<£  and  50<f,  as  well  as  the 
Liberty  Head  $20.  As  a  specialist  in  this  series,  I  have  been 
most  fortunate  to  have  acquired  all  three. 

This  is  just  a  short  note  to  inform  you  that  ifyou  should  ever  have 
the  need  to  examine  and/or  photograph  them,  I  would  be  more  than 
happy  to  loan  them  to  you  or  your  staff  for  that  purpose.  All  are 
certified  and  are  among  the  top  specimens  known: 

1857  FE  $20  Clashed  Obv.  Snow-7  ANACS-58 

1857  FE  25C  Clashed  Obv.  S-8  ANACS-62 

1857  FE  50 C  Clashed  Obv.  S-9  ANACS-64 

If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me. 

Thank  you  and  take  care. 

Sincerely, 

Larry  R.  Steve 


1872  in  the  various  denominations,  most  are  rarer  than  their  low 
mintages  would  indicate.  I  conjecture  that  most  of  the  1 870-CC,  1871- 
CC,  and  1 872-CC  gold  coins  saw  domestic  circulation.  Later,  most  were 
melted.  After  about  1873-1874,  the  coins  saw  increasing  use  in  the 
export  trade  in  settlement  of  international  payments,  with  the  result  that 
more  were  saved  by  foreign  banks.  In  my  book  United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History,  illustrated  by  the  Eliasberg  Collection  coins,  1 
discuss  the  concept  of  gold  export,  and  foreign  bank  hoards  at  some 
length.  One  of  these  days,  I  will  write  an  update  on  this  situation,  in  view 
of  some  hoards  having  come  on  the  market  in  recent  years. 

The  Carson  City  Mint  operated  from  1 870  through  1 885  and  again 
from  1 889  through  1 893.  Perhaps  a  compromise — and  I  hear  tell  that 
all  of  life  is  indeed  a  compromise — you  could  put  together  $5,  $  1 0,  and 
$20  sets  of  the  later  era  of  Carson  City  coinage,  1889  through  1893, 
thus  avoiding  the  landmark  rarities  such  as  1870-CC  of  the  three 
denominations.  Of  course,  then  one  is  confronted  with  the  1893-CC 
$  1 0,  which  David  Akers  called  “the  most  underrated  Carson  City  Mint 
eagle”  when  he  wrote  his  monograph  on  the  series  some  years  ago. 


A  A  A 


How  can  I  find  a  sharply  struck  192 1-S  Morgan 
dollar?  I  have  been  looking  for  one  for  several  years, 
and  even  pieces  offered  as  MS-64  and  MS-65  are  not 
sharp.  What  gives? — B.R. 


A  The  dies  were  substantially  altered  to  produce  the  1921, 

1921-D,  and  192 1-S  Morgan  dollars.  The  Van  Allen- 
Mallis  book  gives  details,  as  does  my  Encyclopedia  of 
silver  dollars.  Briefly,  the  models  for  the  Morgan  dollar 
as  minted  1878-1904  had  been  destroyed,  as  it  was  not 
believed  there  would  be  any  further  mintages.  When  in  1921  it  was 
decided  to  hurry  up  with  production  of  more  Morgan  dollars,  new 
models  and  dies  were  made,  in  low  relief,  and  with  unsatisfactory  (from 
a  numismatic  viewpoint)  detail. 

Hence,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  sharp  1921  Morgan  dollar  from 
any  mint. 


A  A  A 


QWhy  do  the  Morgan  silver  dollars  minted  in  San 
Francisco  look  like  they  have  more  lustre  than  their 
counterparts  (Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  Carson 
City)  and  are  sometimes  better  struck? — M.B.H. 


Ain  general,  Morgan  dollars  struck  in  San  Francisco, 
especially  during  the  1 880s  and  1 890s,  are  better  struck 
than  those  at  other  mints,  although  most  Carson  City 
dollars  are  excellent  strikes  as  well. 

The  lustre  on  San  Francisco  dollars  ranges  from 
deeply  frosty  to  deeply  prooflike,  but  is  often  semi-prooflike  or  satiny. 
By  contrast,  many  dollars  of  New  Orleans  are  flatly  struck  at  the  centers 
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and  have  a  somewhat  “greasy”  lustre. 

The  sharpness  ot  striking  has  to  do  with  several  aspects,  the  most 
important  ot  which  is  die  spacing.  It  the  dies  are  spaced  apart  carefully, 
then  metal  will  flow  into  the  deepest  recesses,  and  such  features  as  the 
hair  strands  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear  on  the  obverse  and  the  eagle  s 
breast  feathers  on  the  reverse,  representing  the  deepest  part  of  the  dies, 
will  be  well  defined.  On  the  other  hand,  the  dies  will  wear  more  quickly 
and  be  subject  to  more  breakage. 

By  spacing  the  dies  slightly  farther  apart  than  they  should  be,  as  was 
typically  done  at  New  Orleans,  production  problems  are  fewer,  but  the 
resultant  coins  are  not  as  attractive.  Seemingly,  technicians  at  San  Francisco 
and  Carson  City  spaced  their  dies  precisely.  On  the  other  hand,  technicians 
at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  spaced  the  dies  farther  apart  than  they  should 
have  been,  and  kept  the  dies  in  use  longer;  the  result  is  coins  that  were  below 
par  aesthetically  from  the  moment  they  dropped  from  the  dies. 

Coins  from  Philadelphia  are  all  over  the  map;  lustre  and  striking 
sharpness  vary  widely. 

As  dies  wore,  the  coins  from  them  tended  to  have  somewhat  pebbly 
(not  frosty)  surfaces.  You  may  know  that  the  frostiest  of  all  Morgan 
dollars  are  Carson  City  issues.  In  general,  the  highest  aesthetic  quality 
is  from  the  early  years  of  Carson  City  production,  1878-1885;  the 
quality  of  the  later  1889-1893  pieces  is  usually  quite  good,  but  not  as 
excellent  as  their  predecessors. 

Van  Allen  and  Mallis  (p.  60)  give  these  figures  as  the  average  number 
of  pieces  struck  per  die  pair,  for  Morgan  dollars  of  the  1878-1904  era 
(not  including  1921): 

Philadelphia:  217,679  coins  per  die  pair. 

New  Orleans:  151,208. 

San  Francisco:  121,930. 

Carson  City:  62,441. 

Drawing  upon  these  figures  as  well  as  observations,  the  following 
seems  likely  as  a  general  scenario: 

Philadelphia  Mint:  Dies  used  for  a  longer  time,  thus  lustre  is  not  as 
fine  as  on  San  Francisco  or,  especially,  Carson  City  coins.  Dies  more 
closely  spaced  than  at  New  Orleans.  Because  of  this,  the  average 
Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollar  is  apt  to  be  nicer  than  its  New 
Orleans  counterpart.  Of  course,  coins  struck  early  in  the  life  of  the  dies 
will  be  more  frosty  than  those  made  toward  the  end. 

New  Orleans:  A  combination  of  long  die  use  plus  too-wide  spacing 
produced  the  least  attractive  coins. 

San  Francisco:  A  combination  of  short  die  use  plus  precise  die 
spacing  yielded  excellent  coins. 

FOLLOW  UP 

The  following  is  from  J.K.C.,  MD,  dated  9129194: 

“ Rare  Coin  Review, 

“Bravo!  Mr.  Bowers  hits  the  nail  on  the  head  with  his  reply  to 
a  recent  question  in  the  ‘Question  &  Answer  Forum’  (No.  101). 
The  question  was  concerning  designations  of  Red,  Red-Brown,  and 
Brown  when  describing  (and  certifying)  Lincoln  cents  and  the 
resultant  inconsistencies  with  trying  to  do  so.  1  have  an  extensive 
high-grade  Lincoln  cent  collection  and  consider  myself  quite  well 
versed  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Bowers  summarizes  the  very  salient 
features  that  one  must  know  when  pursuing  Lincoln  cents.  The  ‘I 
like  it’  test  is  the  only  way  to  buy  these  coins,  or  any  coin  for  that 
matter.  Now  to  inform  the  ‘experts’  at  the  certifying  services.” 


Carson  City:  Ditto,  except  that  the  coins  are  often  even  frostier  and 
more  deeply  struck. 

There  may  be  some  psychological  factors  as  well.  These  silver  dollars 
were  mostly  used  in  the  American  West.  It  may  be  that  Mint  employees 
there  had  more  pride  of  workmanship,  and  endeavored  to  create  better 
products.  On  the  other  hand,  minting  of  most  of  the  New  Orleans 
dollars  was  an  exercise  in  futility,  as  millions  were  struck,  put  into  bags, 
and  thrown  into  storage;  hardly  the  sort  of  situation  to  evoke  pride. 

For  additional  reading  see  the  third  edition  of  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  &  Peace  Dollars,  by  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis; 
and  The  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollar  Textbook,  by  Wayne  Miller. 

i  i  4 


QIn  your  Garrett  Collection  catalogue,  I  believe  it  was, 
you  mentioned  that  the  Proof  1827  original  quarter 
dollar  was  in  actuality  an  1827/3.  Are  all  Proofs 
overdates?  What  about  the  4,000  business  strikes? 

A  All  Proof  1 827  quarters,  originals  as  well  as  restrikes,  are 
from  the  same  obverse  die,  overdated  from  an  1 823.  The 
4,000  business  strikes  listed  in  the  Mint  Report  for  that 
year  were  probably  from  earlier-dated  dies,  such  as 
1825,  for  no  non-Proofs  have  ever  been  located. 


Groux  Proposes  Mammoth 
Coin  Book  (1856) 

From  The  Bankers  ’Magazine  and  Statistical  Register:  September 
1856,  page  219: 

Professor  [Daniel  E.]  Groux  proposed  that  he  issue  work 
which  will  be  entitled  A  Numismatical  History  of  the  United 
States.  The  work  will  consist  of  three  volumes. 

The  first  volume  will  contain  a  narrative  of  a  journey, 
undertaken  by  the  author  throughout  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  principal  collections  (both  public  and 
private)  of  medals  and  coins,  and  also  paintings,  statues,  relics, 
and  mementos  of  former  times,  etc.,  to  be  described  in  a  book. 

The  second  volume  is  designed  to  contain  350  woodcuts, 
being  accurate  representations  of  coins;  and  the  third  volume  is 
designed  to  contain  60  or  70  copper  plates,  representing  600 
medals. 

Professor  Groux  has,  in  his  own  collection,  representations  of 
nearly  all  the  medals  and  coins  that  have  been  struck  in  America 
and  also  those  that  have  been  struck  elsewhere  than  America. . . . 
Professor  Groux  designs  to  make  a  tour  throughout  this  country, 
and  he  solicits  the  assistance  of  professors  of  coins  and  other 
objects  falling  within  his  plan,  to  give  them  their  aid  in  carrying 
out  his  enterprise.  The  work  will  be  issued  in  numbers.  The  first 
number  of  the  first  volume  will  shortly  be  issued,  contain  a  short 
description  of  the  collections  in  Massachusetts. 

Unfortunately,  the  book  never  got  beyond  the  idea  stage. 
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1934-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  nearly  full 


original  lustre . 460.00 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  pale  golden  gem 

from  the  final  year  of  the  series . 665.00 

1935  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159.00 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159.00 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1935  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1935  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42.00 

1935-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1935-S  3  Rays.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 67.00 


Trade  Dollars 

Trade  dollars,  minted  for  circulation  from  1873- 
1878,  and  only  in  Proof  finish  after  that,  are  a  very 
attractive  and  somewhat  neglected  series,  thereby  offer¬ 
ing  many  purchase  opportunities.  The  history  of  this 
series  is  ably  chronicled  in  The  United  States  Trade 
Dollar  (John  M.  Willem)  now  out  of  print.  Q.  David 
Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  contains  detailed  stud¬ 
ies  on  each  date  and  mintmark  issue  of  trade  dollars 
coupled  together  with  much  historical  information. 

A  great  way  to  form  a  set  is  to  seek  one  of  each  of  the 
business  strike  mintmark  issues  from  1873  through 
1878  inclusive,  and  one  of  each  Proof  from  1873  to 
1883.  These  large  and  impressive  coins,  heavier  than 
a  silver  dollar,  will  make  an  impressive  display! 

The  present  listing  offers  many  outstanding  pieces, 
including  Mint  State  and  Proof  specimens. 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types:  Type  I  obverse 
used  1873-1876:  Ribbon  ends  below  LIBERTY 
point  toward  the  left.  Type  II  obverse  used  1876- 
1885:  Ribbon  ends  below  LIBERTY  point 
downward.  Type  I  reverse  used  1873-1876:  Berry 
under  eagle’s  claw.  Type  II  reverse  used  1875- 
1885:  No  berry  under  eagle’s  claw. 

1873  Proof-61  (PCGS) .  1,495.00 

In  terms  of  specimens  in  existence  today,  the  1 873  is  the 
rarest  date  of  all  Proof  trade  dollars  from  1 873  through  1883 
inclusive. 

1 873  MS-6 1 .  Light  gray  and  golden  toning.  A  superb 

specimen  from  the  first  year  of  issue . 995.00 

Although  the  1873  trade  dollars  were  legal  tender  when 
issued  (and  remained  so  until  July  22,  1876),  nearly  all  were 
shipped  to  China,  where,  in  turn,  most  were  melted.  The 
same  scenario  fits  the  branch  mint  trade  dollars  of  1 873  and 
all  trade  dollars  of  1874. 

1873-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  Light 
gray  and  golden  toning.  Frosty  surfaces.  Highly 
important  from  a  historical  viewpoint.  1,295.00 

Nearly  all  of  the  Carson  City  mintage  of  this  year  was 
exported  to  China,  even  though  the  trade  dollar  was  legal  tender 
in  the  United  States.  Today,  business  strikes  are  especially 
elusive.  Those  that  were  sent  to  China  were  largely  melted,  many 
of  them  at  the  Calcutta  Mint  in  India,  to  which  the  Chinese 
shipped  quantities  of  silver  coins. 

1874  Proof-60  (PCGS) .  1,350.00 

In  terms  of  specimens  in  existence  in  collections  today, 
the  1 874  is  the  second  rarest  ( 1 873  is  rarest)  Proof  trade  dollar 
of  the  1873  to  1883  dates. 


1874  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  and  gray  toning. 
Philadelphia  Mint  trade  dollars  of  this  year  are 

difficult  to  locate  in  Mint  State .  1,695.00 

1874-CC  MS-60.  Sharply  struck.  A  particularly  nice 
example.  The  reverse,  if  graded  separately,  would 
merit  MS-64 .  1,295.00 

If  you  are  building  a  type  set  of  United  States  coins,  this 
Carson  City  trade  dollar  would  certainly  be  nice  to  include! 

1874-CC  EF-40.  A  chopmark  is  at  the  reverse  cen¬ 
ter . 175.00 

Chopmarks,  tiny  Chinese  characters  impressed  into  the 
surface  of  a  coin,  were  added  by  merchants,  bankers,  and 
others  as  their  seal  of  authenticity  for  pieces  that  passed 
through  their  hands. 

Gem  1874-S  Trade  $1 


1874-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lightly  toned 
specimen  of  a  variety  that  emerges  as  a  rarity  at  the 
MS-64  level.  One  of  just  two  we  have  seen  in  MS- 
64  in  the  past  10  years.  The  trade  dollar  specialist 
will  enjoy  owning  this  one . 4,995.00 

The  rarity  of  this  coin  in  MS-64  grade  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in  mintmarked 
trade  dollars  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  examples  were  rapidly 
circulated  in  America  and,  especially,  in  the  Orient. 


1874-S  Large  Mintmark 


See  the  book  section  for 

DISCOUNTS  ON  GREAT  BOOKS 


1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.  2,650.00 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 


1874-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Variety  with  medium  S 
mintmark . 625.00 

1874-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.  325.00 

1874- S  VF-30.  Three  obverse  chopmarks,  plus  one 

on  the  reverse . 95. 00 

1875  Type  I/II.  AU-55 . 850.00 

Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 

1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the 
harder-to-find  issues  in  Proof  format.  Lightly  toned 
and  very  attractive.  You’ll  like  this  one!2,495.00 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  AU-55  (PCGS) .  595.00 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as  the 
day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  surfaces.  If 
you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade  dollar  for 
your  collection,  your  search  might  just  end  right 

here! . 3,350.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  light  golden  toning .  1,095.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning .  1,095.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 259.00 

1875- S  Type  I/I.  AU-50.  Two  reverse 

chopmarks . 135.00 

1876  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty .  625.00 

On  July  22,  1876,  the  trade  dollar  was  demonetized  by 
Congress.  Lo!  and  behold.  The  Coinage  Act  of  1965,  nearly 
a  century  later,  made  trade  dollars  legal  tender  once  again 
(but,  who  would  want  to  spend  one  of  these  valuable  coins?). 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly  scarce  as  a 
date,  more  so  than  generally  recognized.  2,095.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  AU-55 . 295.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  AU-50.  Gray  toned  surfaces 275. 00 
1876  Type  I/II.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1876- CC  Type  I/II.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lustrous, 

prooflike  specimen.  Very  scarce  in  higher 
grades .  1 ,395.00 


Gem  1876-S 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 
attractive . 2,950.00 


Superb  1876-S 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty 
surfaces.  Light  gray  toning.  Superb! ....  2,950.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Light  toning  over  frosty  and 
lustrous  surfaces.  A  very  appealing  coin.  695.00 
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lS'VS  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 295.00 

lS^b-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61 . 725.00 

18^6-S  Type  I/II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 325.00 

18”6-S  Type  I/II.  VF-30.  Two  chopmarks  are  on  the 

obverse,  two  on  the  reverse . 99.00 

18^6-S  Type  II/II.  AU-55.  One  obverse  chopmark, 

three  on  the  reverse . 195.00 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 495.00 


1877  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Important  for  its  low  mint¬ 
age,  the  1877  has  always  been  considered  a  key 
date  in  Proof  format .  1,995.00 

The  formation  of  a  complete  set  of  Proof  trade  dollars 
containing  one  of  each  date  from  1873  through  1883,  11  coins 
in  all,  is  eminently  affordable,  and  will  reward  the  seeker  with  one 
of  the  most  splendid  collections  of  dollar-size  coins  in  the 
American  series.  This  listing  of  trade  dollars  gives  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  begin. 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,695.00 

1 877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it  is 
much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in  higher 


grades .  1,695.00 

1877  MS-62.  Brilliant . 695.00 

1 877  MS-62  (PCGS) .  Lustrous.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  of  the  variety  and  grade . 695.00 


1877  AU-55 . 325.00 

1877-CC  AU-58 . 725.00 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces .  1,650.00 

1877-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .735.00 
1877-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.625.00 
1877-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 275.00 

Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 

1878  Proof-64.  Rare  and  desirable.  First  of  the  Proof- 

only  issues . 3,450.00 

With  this  issue  begins  the  “Proof  only”  era  of  Philadelphia 
Mint  trade  dollar  coinage.  Production  was  very  limited  from  this 
point  onward,  and  examples  were  struck  only  for  collectors,  not 
for  general  circulation. 


Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces.  Impor¬ 
tant  and  beautiful . 3,450.00 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac  and  gray  over 
somewhat  prooflike  surfaces,  the  latter  a  some¬ 
what  scarce  characteristic  for  this  issue.  1,450.00 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning.  Last 

year  of  business  strike  mintage .  1,095.00 

1878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  obverse  displays  light 
gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant  and 

lustrous .  1,095.00 

1878-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 259.00 


1878-S  EF-45.  One  obverse  and  one  reverse  chop- 


mark .  155.00 

1878-S  VF-20.  Obverse  chopmark . 95.00 

1879  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A 
very  popular  Proof-only  issue .  1,895.00 


Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 
1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  coin  with  splashes 
of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  the  nicest  you'll  ever  find  in  <r«ygrade 

of  this  popular  Proof-only  date . 3,450.00 

1880  Proof-61  (PCGS).  A  Proof  only  issue,  one  of 

1,980  specimens  coined.  Attractive .  1,395.00 

1880  Proof-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  coin  .despite 
some  time  seemingly  spent  in  circulation  but, 
more  likely,  simply  jingled  together  with  family 

effects  over  the  years .  1,250.00 

In  1880,  and  for  decades  thereafter,  no  trade  dollars 
circulated  (as  their  legal  tender  qualification  had  been  re¬ 
pealed  on  July  22,  1 876). 

Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 
1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Just  1,097 
were  struck . 6,750.00 


1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mirror  surfaces. 
Famous  Proof-only  date .  1,850.00 


^LIBERTY  WALKING  ^ 
HALF  DOLLAR  SETS 

STARTER  SET  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars:  A  great 
way  to  begin  a  high  grade  collection  of  this  beautiful  series. 

We’ll  select  $  1 ,000  or  more  worth  of  dates  and  mintmarks 
in  the  1930s  and  1940s,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
certified  as  MS-64  or  MS-63.  Your  net  price  is  $895.00.  In 
addition,  if  you  request,  well  send  some  other  pieces  to  you 
on  approval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will 
carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  ‘‘Liberty  Walking  Super 
Special  Offer.’’  We  guarantee  you’ll  like  our  selection, 
price,  and  quality. 


Likes  His  MS-64s 

The  following  is  from  B.S.,  Jr.,  of  Ar¬ 
kansas: 

“Hello,  Gail  T  love  my  job’  Watson: 

“First,  let  me  thank  you  for  selecting  the 
beautiful  short  set  of  MS-64  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollars.  And  since  these  are  the  only 
‘slabs’  I’ve  ever  owned,  I  must  ask  you,  how 
much  more  beautiful  do  they  get  before  the 
price  escalates  through  the  roof?  No!  don’t 
answer  that;  I  couldn’t  afford  MS-65s!  I 
can’t  see  that  MS-65  coins  would  be  much 
better  than  these  MS-64s,  anyway. 

“The  enclosed  check  for  $350  is  to  get 
me  enrolled  in  your  Peace  Dollar  Club.  I’ll 
call  you  one  day  soon  and  we  can  discuss 
fully  the  details  of  the  Peace  dollar  set  you'll 
be  putting  together  for  me.  Until  then, 
thanks  again.” 
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ABOUT  MICKEY  MOUSE  making  his  presence  known 
in  Virginia,  where  the  Walt  Disney  organization  proposed  to 
set  up  a  theme  park  on  405  acres  as  part  of  a  3,000  acre  site. 
Opposition  was  so  intense,  that  the  Virginia  project  was 
canceled  (perhaps  to  be  located  elsewhere).  Maybe  someone 
should  have  taken  an  overall  view  of  the  project  from  the 
aspect  that  existing  Disney  theme  parks  (Disneyland  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  Walt  Disney  World  in  Florida)  contribute  a  lot  to 
what  America  is  all  about,  are  a  favorite  with  children  (the 
Make  a  Wish  Foundation  finds  that  the  Florida  spot  is  the 
favorite  destination  for  terminally  ill  children),  and  consid¬ 
ered' that  Disney’s  proposed  Virginia 
park,  which  was  to  have  a  historical 
theme,  would  have  vastly  increased 
interest  in  history  for  millions  of 
Americans.  I,  for  one,  have  been 
moved  when  viewing  Disney’s  Hall 
of  the  Presidents  exhibit.  In  general, 
when  Disney  does  something,  it  is 
done  in  a  first  class  manner.  Would 
Anaheim,  California  be  better  with¬ 
out  Disneyland?  Would  Florida  be 
better  without  Disney  World?  Will 
Virginia  be  better  without  Disney’s 
new  park?  Both  sides  can  be  argued 
effectively.  However,  what  I  have  seen 
in  print  has  not  been  very  balanced. 

Nearly  all  has  been  anti-Disney.  Per¬ 
haps,  it  is  time  for  Mickey,  Minnie, 

Goofy,  Donald,  Huey,  Dewey,  and 
Louie  to  be  heard! 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

SOUNDS  GOOD  TO  US:  “Packed  room  at  Classical  & 
Medieval  Numismatic  Society  Symposium”  was  the  headline 
of  a  newsletter  recently  received  from  Jean  P.  Donato.  The 
CMNS  has  as  its  aim  to  “create  a  friendly,  informal  environ¬ 
ment  in  which  people  can  associate  in  pursuit  of  their  com¬ 
mon  interest.”  Need  more  information  about  the  group? 
Write  to  William  H.  McDonald,  Executive  Secretary,  Classi¬ 
cal  &  Medieval  Numismatic  Society,  Box  956,  Station  B, 
Willowdale,  Ontario,  M2K  2T6. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WE  ARE  ALWAYS  LEARNING  numismatic  facts  and 
this  one,  from  a  recent  article  in  COINage  magazine  by  John 


Iddings,  was  interesting  to  read:  “John  Zug  was 
a  coin  speculator  in  1 909,  and  when  he  noticed 
the  fuss  being  made  over  the  V.D.B.  initials,  he 
went  straight  to  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and 
paid  face  value  for  25,000  mint-fresh  1909-S 
V.D.B.  Lincoln  cents.  Zug  sat  on  his  hoard  of 
cents  until  1918,  when  the  designer’s  initials 
were  restored  to  the  coin.  Figuring  that  the 
coin’s  value  was  now  at  a  peak,  he  sold  off  the 
hoard  for  about  $450,  realizing  a  $200  profit. 
Today,  the  coins  Zug  obtained  for  $250  would 
be  worth  approximately  $30  million.”  We 
hadn’t  heard  of  the  Zug  hoard  before,  although 
we  have  been  trying  to  keep  track  of  American 
coin  hoards  for  quite  some  time.  Can  any 
present  reader  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  tell  what 
happened  to  it?  By  the  way,  Zug  lived  in  Bowie, 
Maryland,  and  did  business  by  mail. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

DIES  WILL  BE  MADE  IN  DENVER  in  addition  to 
Philadelphia,  come  early  1 996.  According  to  an  article  in  Coin 
World \  “the  planned  die  shop  at  Denver  is  projected  to  be 
capable  of  producing  50,000  dies  initially  for  use  in  Denver, 
with  a  capability  to  expand  that  output  for  Denver  to  other 
Mint  facilities.”  However,  the  Engraving  Department  and 
master  die  output  is  to  remain  in  Philadelphia.  This  prompts 
us  to  comment  that  since  the  “retirement”  of  our  friend 
Elizabeth  Jones,  the  U.S.  Mint  has  been  without  a  chief 

engraver.  Memo  to  President 
Clinton:  How  about  taking  a 
few  minutes  out  of  your  sched¬ 
ule  and  naming  a  chief  engraver? 
Surely,  the  numismatic  com¬ 
munity  would  be  happy  to  help 
with  suggestions. 

"♦  ♦  ♦ 

THE  MORE  THINGS 
CHANGE,  the  more  they  are 
the  same,  it  has  been  said.  “Cent 
Shortage  Continues  to  Expand; 
Hoarding  Cited  as  a  Primary 
Reason”  was  a  recent  headline 
in  Numismatic  News.  Ameri¬ 
can  financial  history  records 
shortages  of  one-cent  pieces 
since  the  early  19th  century. 
So,  what  else  is  new?  Contrast¬ 
ing  this,  every  once  in  a  while 
someone  gets  on  a  soapbox  and  states  that  Lincoln  cents  should 
be  discontinued.  In  actuality,  they  are  used  now  more  than 
ever,  as  state  sales  taxes  and  odd  sales  amounts  (such  as  $2.99) 
make  them  necessary. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

COPPER  COINS  LEAD  PROFIT  SWEEPSTAKES:  If 

you  are  a  constant  reader,  you  know  that  we  have  a  great  faith  in 
the  market  solidity  of  established  “numismatic  coins”  or  “collec¬ 
tor  coins,”  as  opposed  to  so-called  “investor  coins.”  Collector 
coins,  desired  by  a  wide  number  of  collectors  and  ignored  by 
investors,  often  do  quite  well  in  the  market,  simply  because  there 
is  a  basic  numismatic  demand  for  them.  Now  comes  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  which  reports  on 
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the  top  10  pertormers  among  Mint  State  coins  from  June  1989  to 
today.  1  he  top  seven  were — would  you  believe  it — large  cents!  Then 
followed  hall  cents  in  positions  8  and  9,  and  then  the  1796  quarter 
dollar.  In  the  cellar,  performance-wise  was  the  1883  Liberty  nickel 
without  CEN  1  S  on  the  reverse,  in  MS-66  grade,  which  had  dropped 
85%. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  our  fine  friend,  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr., 
lor  a  job  well  done  as  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
since  1990.  He  has  announced  his  intention  to  step  down  following 
completion  of  his  current  term  in  October  1994.  Having  known  Mr. 
Norweb  lor  quite  a  few  years,  we  certainly  appreciate  how  fortunate  the 
ANS  has  been  to  have  had  his  services. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

SPEAKING  OF  THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCI¬ 
ETY,  a  recent  news  release  observes  that 
‘after  more  than  80  years  at  the  Audubon 
Terrace  Museum  Complex  in  northern 
Manhattan,  the  ANS  is  considering  a 
move  that  will  permit  it  to  perform  its 
mission  better,  improve  its  service  to  the 
public,  and  provide  better  access  to  the 
American  numismatic  community  as  a 
whole.”  The  announcement  went  on  to 
note  that  “while  the  first  preference  is  to 
find  another  location  in  New  York  City, 
the  ANS  wants  to  insure  that  it  has  a 
range  of  possibilities  that  may  include 
other  cities  as  well.”  The  ANS  currently 
has  a  staff  of  26  people,  including  10 
professional  numismatists.  “The  re¬ 
sources  of  the  ANS  include  over  750,000 
numismatic  objects,  dating  from  the  in¬ 
ception  of  coinage  in  the  seventh  century  BC  to  the  present  day, 
emanating  from  all  corners  of  the  globe;  its  research  library,  with  over 
100,000  items,  is  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  world.” 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

CLEVER  WORD  USE:  A  recent  mailing  from  Krause  Publica¬ 
tions  in  Iola,  WI,  showed  a  World  War  II  tank  on  the  cover,  and  had 
the  notation:  “More  materiel  inside!” 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

A  PLEASANT  WAY  TO  INCREASE  ONE’S  INTELLI¬ 
GENCE:  “A  recent  study  by  researchers  at  the  Center  for  the  Neuro¬ 
biology  of  Learning  and  Memory  at  California’s  University  of  Califor¬ 
nia  Irvine  has  found  that  students  who  listen  to  10  minutes  of  Mozart 
before  taking  a  standard  test  of  spatial  intelligence  raised  their  scores  by 
a  significant  margin.”  ( Mensa  Bulletin) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

IT  MIGHT  PAY  to  put  a  Shield  or  Liberty  Head  nickel  in  your 
pocket  if  you  fly  Valujet,  a  discount  airline.  A  recent  on-board  contest 
gave  a  prize  to  the  passenger  with  the  oldest  nickel. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WHAT  NEXT?:  A  golf  course  in  Southern  Pines,  NC,  has  decided 
to  use  llamas  as  caddies,  which  has  helped  increase  their  business.  A 
trainer  leads  them.  We  have  always  thought  that  two  good  names  for 
llamas  would  be  Lloyd  and  Llewellyn,  at  least  that  is  what  we  have 
suggested  to  Cheri  K.  Lemons,  one  of  our  Rare  Coin  Review  readers 
who  is  in  the  llama-raising  business. 


EDUCATION:  “Despite  first-class  universities,  most  Americans 
perform  worse  than  Europeans  and  far  worse  than  Japanese,  Koreans, 
Chinese,  and  Taiwanese.  Interesting,  the  only  factor  clearly  correlating 
with  performance  (at  least  in  math  and  science)  is  the  number  of  hours 
in  learning;  the  typical  Chinese  pupil  spends  73  days  more  in  instruc¬ 
tion  each  year  than  the  typical  American.”  (from  a  review  of  The  World 
in  2020,  Hamish  McRae,  in  the  Financial  Times) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

MORE  ON  EDUCATION:  If  you  can’t  improve  the  students, 
then  change  the  way  of  figuring  the  statistics!  Recently,  the  College 
Board  redid  the  way  it  calculates  the  Scholastic  Aptitude  Test  (SAT) 
scores.  “Today,  the  average  math  score  is  478.  The  average  verbal  score 

is  424.  Under  the  recalibrated  scoring,  each  would  rise  to  500 _ ”  ( The 

Union  Leader)  Editor’s  comment:  So,  what  else  is  new?  Every  once  in 
a  while,  Dow,  Jones  &  Co.  eliminates  certain  stocks  used  in  the  Dow 

Jones  Industrial  Averages,  and  replaces 
them  with  ones  said  to  be  “more  repre¬ 
sentative.”  What  this  means  is  that  new 
numbers  cannot  be  compared  with  old 
ones  (or,  what  are  statistics  for,  any¬ 
way?). 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

A  LITTLE  BOY  asked  his  grand¬ 
mother  what  year  she  was  born.  She 
replied  “1924.”  The  boy  exclaimed, 
“Wow!  if  you  were  a  baseball  card, 
you’d  be  worth  lots  of  money!”  (from 
Bits  and  Pieces) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

SPECIAL  THIS  ISSUE:  Free  mar¬ 
riage  ceremony  as  a  bonus  with  every 
order  for  an  MS-63  $20  from  this  Rare 
Coin  Review.  Well,  not  quite.  How¬ 
ever,  the  idea  is  appealing.  The  Wall  Street  Journal  recently  told  of 
customers  at  a  Texas  auto  dealership  who  were  offered  a  free  marriage 
ceremony,  a  $25  value  at  the  local  justice  of  the  peace,  with  any  30,000- 
mile  inspection  on  a  Honda,  Volvo,  or  BMW,  and  of  a  Las  Vegas 
helicopter  operator  who  offered  a  free  marriage  ceremony  when  a 
deluxe  ride  was  purchased. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

READERS  of  Yankee  magazine,  May  1994,  may  have  noticed 
the  nicely  illustrated  article  on  pages  44-45  spotlighting  the  Lake 
House,  Waterford,  Maine,  and  the  proprietors,  Suzanne  and  Michael 
Uhl-Myers.  Those  among  our  readers  who  have  a  copy  of  Dave 
Bowers’  book,  The  Waterford  Water  Cure,  will  recognize  that  in  the 
19th  century,  this  same  Lake  House  was  the  focal  point  for  Dr. 
Shattuck’s  Water  Cure,  which  attracted  female  patients  from  near 
and  far. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

NUMISMATIC  TERMS  change  over  the  years,  too.  The  present 
era  has  brought  us  these  words  and  phrases:  Newps=  new  purchases  (a 
dealer-to-dealer  term).  Would  you  like  to  see  our  newps?  •  High  end 
(and  its  opposite,  low  end)  =  description  of  a  slabbed  coin.  A  high-end 
is  a  candidate  for  resubmission  for  a  higher  grade,  while,  by  all  means, 
a  low-end  coin  should  never  be  removed  from  its  holder  (perish  the 
thought;  the  next  time  around  it  might  grade  lower).  High-end  coins 
are  sometimes  called  break-outs.  •  Walkers  =  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars  (minted  1916-1947). 
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UNITED  STATES  GOLD 

Coins  for  Sale 


Gold  Coins 


American  gold  coins  were  minted  for  general 
circulation  in  the  denominations  $1,  $2  1/2,  $3, 
$3,  $10,  $20.  The  larger  denominations,  $3,  $10, 
and  $20,  were  primarily  intended  as  bullion  coins 
for  use  in  bank-to-bank  settlements,  interna¬ 
tional  transactions,  and  other  financing.  As  many 
of  these  were  shipped  overseas  during  the  19th 
and  early  20th  century,  fairly  substantial  quanti¬ 
ties  exist  today,  making  them  highly  collectible. 
This  is  particularly  true  for  issues  many  issues 
from  about  the  1880s  to  the  1920s.  Most  earlier 
issues,  even  of  high  mintages,  are  quite  rare  if  in 
Mint  State.  $  1  and  $3  are  rare  in  all  grades,  were 
discontinued  in  1 889,  and  have  been  fairly  elusive 
ever  since.  $2.50  pieces,  known  as  quarter  eagles, 
are  also  scarce  in  comparison  to  the  higher  de¬ 
nominations.  , 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin 
varieties  is  Walter  Breen  s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $100; 
available  from  us  for  $80  net  plus  $3  packing  and 
shipping). 

While  it  is  interesting  to  collect  gold  coins  by 
date,  sequence,  and  mintmark  variety,  a  very 
satisfying  exhibit  can  be  made  by  collecting  one 
each  of  the  major  design  types,  either  starting 
with  the  reduced-weight  gold  coins  (first  minted 
on  August  1,  1834),  and  continuing  in  certain 
denominations  through  1933,  or  incorporating 
the  early  series  1795-1834  as  well.  The  larger 
denominations  such  as  $20  are  very  affordable 
and  in  some  instances  sell  for  relatively  little  over 
bullion  or  melt-down  value,  despite  their  being 
75  to  100  or  more  years  old. 

Here  are  some  ideas  for  building  a  type  set  of 
U.S.  gold  coins,  incorporating  at  the  same  time  an 
invitation  for  you  to  select  from  the  coins  we  offer 
for  sale  in  various  grades  and  price  levels.  Of 


course,  we’d  be  happy  to  help  you  put  together  a 
set  of  interest,  if  you  would  find  this  more  conve¬ 
nient  than  picking  and  choosing  from  our  stock: 

•  Suggestion  1:  Basic  denomination  type  set: 
One  specimen  each  of$l,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and 
$20  gold  coins  =  6  coins. 

•  Suggestion  2:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set 
(basic),  with  designs  of  the  circa  1839-1907  era: 
$1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  =  6  coins. 

•  Suggestion  3:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set 
(sophisticated):  $1  Type  I  Liberty  Head  design 
(1849-1854),  $1  Type  II  Indian  Princess  (1854- 
1856),  $1  Type  III  Indian  Princess  (1856-1889), 
$2.50,  $3,  $5  without  motto  (1839-1866),  $5 
with  motto  (1866-1908),  $10  without  motto 
(1838-1866),  $10  with  motto  (1866-1907),  $20 
without  motto  (1850-1866),  $10  with  motto  and 
with  reverse  spelling  as  TWENTY  D.  (1866- 
1 876),  $20  with  motto  and  with  reverse  spelling  as 
TWENTY  DOLLARS  (1877-1907)  =  12  coins. 

•  Suggestion  4:  20th-century  gold  type  set  (ba¬ 
sic),  with  designs  introduced  after  1900:  Indian 
Head  $2.50,  Indian  Head  $5,  Saint-Gaudens  In¬ 
dian  $10,  and  Saint-Gaudens  $20  =  4  coins. 

•  Suggestion  5:  20th-century  gold  type  set  (so¬ 
phisticated):  Indian  Head  $2.50,  Indian  Head  $5, 
Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  without  motto  (1907 
or  1908),  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  with  motto 
(1908  to  1933),  MCMVII  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
minted  only  in  1907,  Saint-Gaudens  $20  with 
Arabic  numerals  in  date  (1907  and  1908),  and 
Saint-Gaudens  $20  with  motto  (1908  to  1933)  = 
7  coins. 

•  Suggestion  6:  Combine  Suggestions  2  and  4, 
for  an  expanded  basic  gold  type  set. 

•  Suggestion  7:  Combine  Suggestions  3  and  5 
for  an  eye-popping  sophisticated  gold  type  set. 


$1  Gold  Pieces 

1851  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 235.00 


1852  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  gold 
dollar .  1,895.00 


Choice  1852-0  Gold  $1 


1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue. 
Much  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint 
counterpart . 4,400.00 

At  the  time  the  1 852-0  gold  dollar  was  struck,  there  was  not 


a  single  numismatist  in  America  desiring  to  collect  gold  coins  by 
mintmark  varieties.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  set  aside  ex¬ 
amples  for  display.  Accordingly,  all  the  pieces  slipped  unnoticed 
into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  pieces  are  rare  at  all  levels. 
Their  survival  was  only  a  matter  of  chance. 

1853  AU-58  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  nice  speci¬ 

men  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  new  design. 
Well-struck,  including  at  the  central  two  digits 
of  the  date  (85).  A  prize  for  the  discriminating 
buyer .  1,295.00 

Longacre’s  Indian  Princess  design  was  introduced  this 
year.  Immediately,  striking  problems  developed,  as  the  dies 
were  such  that  the  deepest  part  of  the  obverse  was  opposite  in 
the  dies  from  the  date  on  the  reverse.  Usually,  this  resulted  in 
the  central  two  date  figures  (the  8  and  5)  being  quite  weak.  To 
remedy  this,  the  design  was  changed  again  in  1856. 

1855-0  EF-40 .  1,950.00 

This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  coin  of  the  Type  II 
design.  As  such,  it  is  especially  desirable.  Although  the  price  is 
higher  than  a  Philadelphia  Mint  in  comparable  grade,  the 
difference  is  not  nearly  as  much  as  the  relative  rarities  would 
suggest. 

Notable  1857-S  Gold  $1 


1857-S  AU-55  (NGC).  An  underrated  branch  mint 
issue  that  is  only  infrequently  encountered  in  AU 
grade.  Reflective  surfaces  and  frosted  design  ele¬ 
ments  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  Scarce  and 
desirable . 2,750.00 

Just  10,000  examples  were  coined.  This  is  one  of  just  seven 
years  in  the  entire  gold  dollar  series  in  which  San  Francisco 
coined  this  denomination. 

1867  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  date,  one  of  just 
5,200  business  strikes  coined  this  year.  Struck 
from  clashed  dies,  with  an  inverted  LIBERTY’ 
forming  an  arc  beneath  the  date  on  the  reverse,  an 
interesting  feature  (no  extra  cost  is  charged  for 
this,  however).  Reflective  surfaces  display  strong 
cartwheel  lustre .  1,450.00 

In  Mint  State  the  1 867  is  very  difficult  to  find.  So  far  as  we 
know,  no  specimens  were  included  in  any  hoards  or  later  groups. 
The  survival  of  top  grade  pieces  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 
T ypically,  ayear  or  two  will  pass  between  our  having  a  Mint  State 
business  strike  example  in  stock.  Considering  what  many  other 
coins  bring  on  the  market,  doesn’t  this  seem  like  a  bargain? 

Quarter  Eagles 

Our  offering  of  gold  $2.50  coins  in  this  issue  in¬ 
cludes  numerous  scarce  and  rare  issues,  including 
high-grade  EF,  AU,  and  Mint  State  coins,  in  the 
Liberty  Head  series.  Nearly  all  of  these  are  one-of-a- 
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kind  in  our  inventory.  Alternate  choices  will  be  appre¬ 
ciated  when  you  order,  as  we  have  no  way  of  easily 
replacing  them  once  they  are  sold. 

1835  AU-50  (PCGS).  Classic  Head.  A  very  attractive 

and  highly  affordable  example.  Generous  amounts 
of  mint  lustre  remain  in  the  protected  areas  of  the 
design .  825.00 

1836  Breen-6142.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 895.00 

1846  Liberty  Head.  AU-50  (NGC).  An  attractive 
example  of  a  very  scarce  and  underrated  date. 
Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  remain.  A  nice 

example  of  an  intriguing  variety .  1,695.00 

Breen-6 181,  so  called  “overdate,  ”  with  remnants  of  another 
numeral  (perhaps  a  4)  beneath  the  6  in  the  date. 


1860-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  classic  rarity.  ..  1,950.00 


1  he  1860-C,  of  which  only  7,469  were  minted,  is  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  last  quarter  eagle  issue  of  the  Charlotte  Mint. 


1860-S  AU-50  (NGC).  A  desirable  branch  mint 
issue,  nearly  always  encountered  in  VF  to  EF, 
scarce  and  elusive  AU-50  and  higher.  Much  mint 
lustre  remains  in  the  protected  areas.  ..  1,750.00 
1860-S  EF-45 . 750.00 


Superb  1846-D  Rarity 
1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when  found 
at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  VF  or  EF  grade.  ..  2,995.00 
1847  AU-55  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces  display  strong 
cartwheel  lustre  and  a  minimum  of  contact 

marks . 2,150.00 

An  underrated  date,  much  rarer  than  its  mintage  of 
29,814  suggests.  Seldom  encountered  in  grades  above  EF. 

Rare  1848  Quarter  Eagle 


1848  AU-50  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  somewhat  unap¬ 

preciated  on  the  current  market.  Generally  found 
in  VF  to  EF.  AU  specimens  such  as  this  are  highly 
prized  rarities . 2,950.00 

1 849  EF-45  (PCGS) .  Another  underrated  issue.  Frosty 

surfaces .  825.00 

1855  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  satiny. ..  950.00 


1859  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  scarce  in  Mint  State. 

Lustrous  and  frosty .  1,850.00 

The  1859  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  Philadelphia 
quarter  eagle  coined  in  its  decade. 

1860  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  in  all  grades, 

much  more  so  than  its  mintage  figure  of  22,675 
suggests . 675.00 

A  “Want  List”  Client  Writes 

Dear  Gail: 

Thanks  again  for  finding  a  nice  example 
of  an  1839  eagle  for  my  collection.  En¬ 
closed  is  payment  as  discussed  by  phone, 
$4,000. 

Best  regards  to  all  my  friends  at  the 
I  B&M  organization. 

Ed  V. 


1862/1  Overdate  Rarity 


1862/1  Overdate.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  2650.00 

The  1862/1  Overdate  was  discovered  by  our  ff iend,  the  late 
Aubrey  Bebee,  the  well-known  Omaha  coin  dealer.  Although 
additional  specimens  have  come  to  light  since  his  original  find  in 
1962,  it  still  remains  a  first-class  rarity.  Perhaps  a  dozen  are 
known  totally. 

1862  AU-55  (NGC).  Quite  scarce  in  grades  of  AU 
and  higher,  although  readily  available  in  lesser 
preservation.  An  attractive  example . 895.00 

Much  of  the  1862  quarter  eagle  mintage  was  struck  from 
melted  Type  I  gold  dollars. 

1863-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  under  appreci¬ 
ated  issue,  one  of  just  10,800  coined  in  San 
Francisco  this  year.  Highly  prized  in  grades  above 
VF .  1,950.00 

1867  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  all  grades.  Just 

3,200  business  strikes  were  coined.  Generally 
found  in  VF  to  EF  grades,  with  AU  and  higher 
specimens  being  of  particular  desirability  and 
importance  desirable.  Much  original  lustre  still 
remains .  1,650.00 

1868  AU-55  (NGC).  Another  very  scarce  and  desir¬ 

able  Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  eagle,  one  of  just 
3,600  coined.  Reflective  surfaces  and  frosty  design 
motifs  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  Golden 
toning  is  in  the  recessed  areas .  1,650.00 

Choice  1868-S  $2.50 


1868-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  quarter  eagle.  Considered  quite  rare  in 
grades  above  EF.  Satiny  surfaces  display  strong 

lustre  and  warm  golden  highlights . 2,750.00 

In  1 868,  quarter  eagles  and  other  gold  coins  minted  in  the 
East  (Philadelphia)  were  not  released  into  circulation,  but  were 
held  by  the  T  reasury,  and  were  available,  if  at  all,  only  by  paying 
a  premium  in  terms  of  greenback  notes.  In  contrast,  on  the  West 


Coast,  the  gold  coins  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  circulated  freely 
(and,  as  a  rule,  became  worn  much  more  quickly  than  coins  of 
other  mints).  There  was  no  direct  railroad  connection  to  the  East 
until  1 869,  permitting  the  two-tier  valuation  system  to  operate. 
Another  factor  was  that  greenback  notes  did  not  circulate  in  the 
West  (if  they  had,  they  would  have  been  discounted  in  terms  of 
gold  and  silver). 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  during  this  era,  continuing 
until  1 879,  there  were  multiple  valuations  for  different  types  of 
money  within  the  United  States.  For  example,  in  the  year  1876, 
U.S.  silver  coins,  Mexican  silver  coins,  U.S.  trade  dollars,  U.S. 
gold  coins,  and  U.S.  greenback  currency  each  traded  at  different 
levels  with  regard  to  each  other! 

If  you  would  like  to  pursue  this  thread  of  history  further,  a 
beginning  guide  is  Neil  Carothers’  Fractional  MoneybooV  avail¬ 
able  from  our  Publications  Department. 

1871-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Scarce  in  all  grades,  more  so 
if  higher  than  EF.  Choice,  with  generous  amounts 
of  mint  lustre  and  attractive  golden  toning  on 


both  sides . 1,150.00 

1871-S  AU-50 . 825.00 


Although  the  1 87 1  -S  quarter  eagle  is  not  rare  on  an  absolute 
basis,  as  it  approaches  Mint  State  it  becomes  quite  elusive. 


1872- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Scarce  San  Francisco  issue, 

one  of  just  18,000  coined  this  year.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous .  1,750.00 

1 873  Closed  3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Scarcer  than  its  coun¬ 
terpart  with  Open  3  in  date.  Lustrous  surfaces  and 
good  overall  eye  appeal . 595.00 

1873- S  EF-45  (PCGS) .  595.00 

1873-S  EF-40 .  575.00 

1 879-S  EF-45.  The  final  year  of  quarter  eagle  coinage 

at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Scarcer  than  its  mint¬ 
age  of  43,500  suggests . 295.00 

1886  AU-55  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  desirable  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  issue,  one  of  just  4,000  business  strikes 

coined.  Lustrous  and  well  struck . 795.00 

1901  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1901  represented  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century,  but 
celebrants  could  not  wait  and  began  festivities  in  1900. 
Similarly,  we  expect  that  when  the  year  2000  rolls  around,  not 
far  from  now,  this  last  year  of  the  20th  century  will  be 
celebrated  incorrectly  as  the  first  year  of  the  21st. 


1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,095.00 

1913  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345.00 


Choice  1914-D  $2.50 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous. 
Not  easy  to  find  at  this  grade  level . 2,495.00 

Order  it  today 
Enjoy  it  tomorrow 

Ask  about  overnight  delivery 
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1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty. ...  955.00 
1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Last  quarter  eagle  mintage.  A 
very  attractive,  lustrous  specimen .  1,295.00 

$3  Gold  Pieces 

1854  AU-55  (NGC).  Attractive  gold . 1,195.00 

In  1854  the  word  DOLLARS  was  in  smaller  letters  on  the 
reverse;  in  1855,  the  size  was  increased.  Thus,  1854  can  be 
considered,  in  a  way,  its  own  “sub-type.” 


Outstanding  1854-0  $3 


1854-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  The  1854-0  $3  is  famous 
as  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  coin  of  this  de¬ 
nomination.  The  present  specimen  has  much  mint 
lustre  and  is  attractive  in  every  respect.  3,795.00 
1855  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous,  attractive.  1,450.00 

First  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS  in  larger  letters  on  the 
reverse. 


Sharp  1855-S  $3 

1855-S  EF-40.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  the  first  $3 
issue  from  the  recently  opened  (in  1854)  San 
Francisco  Mint.  Much  original  mint  lustre  is  still 

seen  in  protected  areas . 2,250.00 

1857  AU-55  (NGC).  Scarce  in  AU  and  finer;  usually 
seen  in  lesser  states  of  preservation.  An  attractive 

specimen .  1,495.00 

1859  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  A 
thoroughly  pleasing  specimen .  1,295.00 

1874  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  nice  candidate  for  a  type 
set .  1,450.00 


From  Colorado 

The  following  is  from  a  Colorado  client: 

Gail  Watson: 

I  want  to  thank  you  so  much  for  the 
recent  “finds”  on  my  want  list.  Enclosed  is 
a  check  for  the  three  one-cent  pieces  from 
your  invoice  #99619. 

I  can’t  tell  you  how  much  I  appreciate 
the  service  from  Bowers  and  Merena.  I’m 
over  half  way  across  the  country,  you  don’t 
even  know  me,  and  yet  your  trust  and 
cooperation  in  our  dealings  has  exceeded 
anything  I’ve  experienced  locally.  It’s  hard 
to  find  people  doing  business  like  this  nowa¬ 
days  and  it  means  a  lot.  (All  of  the  coins 
have  been  super  too!) 

Thanks  again, 

(G.J.) 


1878  MS-60  (NGC).  A  very  lustrous  and  appealing 
piece.  Compare  to  MS-61  or  MS-62  coins  else¬ 
where,  and  this  coin  will  hold  its  own.  1,995.00 
1878  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  affordable  example  of  a 
popular  date.  Much  lustre  remains  on  attractive 
golden  surfaces . 725.00 

Half  Eagles 

Our  selection  is  particularly  rich  in  the  Liberty  Head 
series,  but  several  Mint  State  Indians  are  worthy  of  close 
attention  as  well,  most  prominendy  a  rare  191 1-D. 


Beautiful  1811  $5 


1811  Breen-IA.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Tall  5  in  reverse 
denomination.  A  lustrous  and  very  attractive 
coin . 3,250.00 

A  goodly  proportion  of  the  99,851  half  eagles  coined  in 
1811  actually  bore  the  date  1810,  making  the  1811  scarcer  than 
its  generally  accepted  mintage  figure  infers. 

1 834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  First  year 

of  the  design .  525.00 

1836  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Generous  amounts  of 

mint  lustre  remain . 875.00 

1846  Liberty  Head.  AU-55  (NGC).  Moderately  rare 
in  all  grades,  and  only  infrequently  encountered  at 
or  above  the  AU  grade  level.  A  very  appealing 

specimen .  850.00 

1848  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  rare  date  above  the  EF 
grade  level.  A  splendid  opportunity  to  add  this 
elusive  date  to  your  cabinet . 1,350.00 


1849-D  EF-45.  Attractive  deep  yellow-gold.  Cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  in  this  grade.  ...  2,450.00 


1850  AU-53  (NGC).  At  the  AU  level,  the  1850  half 
eagle  is  rare.  Lustrous  and  attractive. ...  1,895.00 


1 854  AU-58  (NGC).  Choice  AU  specimens  are  in  the 
rarity  class,  as  most  examples  of  this  date  are  well 
worn . 1,350.00 


Classic  1854-D  Rarity 


1854-D  AU-58  (NGC).  A  classic  rarity  from  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  one  of  the  keys  to  the  half  eagle 
series.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  Dahlonega  spe¬ 
cialist  will  find  this  to  be  a  showpiece.  4,195.00 


Exceptional  1857-0  $5 


1857-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  prized  rarity  from  the 
New  Orleans  Mint,  and  the  last  half  eagle  struck 
there  until  1892.  One  of  13,000  specimens 
coined.  An  attractive  coin  that  will  appeal  to  the 
specialist . 3,150.00 

High-Grade  1857-S  $5 
1857-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Typically  encountered  in 
grades  ofVF  to  EF,  with  AU  specimens  such  as  this 

being  rare.  Lustrous  deep  gold . 2,650.00 

1858  AU-55  (NGC).  Rare  at  this  grade  level.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  attractive . 2,095.00 

Lustrous  1858-C  $5  Rarity 


1858-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  A 
prime  rarity  at  this  grade  level.  Typically,  when 
seen,  the  1858-C  is  apt  to  be  VE  or  EF,  and,  of 
course,  is  still  very  desirable  as  such.  ...  4,550.00 


1860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage.  Rare 


and  desirable . 2,350.00 

1868-S  VF-35-  Rare  in  all  grades . 895.00 

1868-S  VF-30  (PCI) . 795.00 
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18',3  Closed  3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Much  scarcer  than 
generally  believed.  Lustrous  surfaces.  ..  1,150.00 
18"’"’ -S  EF-40  (NGC).  Fairly  scarce  in  EF.  .950.00 
1882-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Popular  Carson  City  issue. 

Lustrous .  895.00 

1882-S  MS-63  (NGC).  The  1882-S  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  in  MS-63  preser¬ 
vation  relatively  few  exist.  A  prize  for  the 

specialist .  1,750.00 

1884  MS-61  (NGC).  Scarce  in  Mint  State,  although 

relatively  available  in  lower  grades .  1,350.00 

1888-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  scarce  in  all  grades, 
despite  a  generous  mintage  of  293,900  pieces.  A 
notable  “sleeper”  in  the  series.  Satiny  surfaces  with 
strong  cartwheel  lustre . 1,150.00 

As  you  know  if  you  are  conversant  with  the  Morgan  silver 
dollar  series,  total  mintage  can  be  one  thing,  and  availability 
in  Mint  State  can  be  something  else  entirely  (for  example, 
among  Morgan  $1,  the  1882-CC  (mintage:  1,133,000), 
exists  today  in  MS-63  and  MS-64  by  the  hundreds  of 
thousands,  while  the  1901  Philadelphia  dollar,  mintage 
6,962,000  is  so  rare  in  Mint  State  that  an  MS-63  appears  on 
the  market  only  once  every  several  years).  Among  gold  coins, 
distribution  practices  are  likewise  important.  One  item  on 
our  “To  Do  List,”  possibly  for  a  future  Rare  Coin  Review,  is 
to  focus  upon  this  subject  in  the  gold  series. 

1891  MS-61  (NGC).  Quite  scarce,  even  rare,  in  Mint 
State,  although  readily  available  in  EF  to  AU. 

Lustrous,  attractive . 1,150.00 

1892-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Next  to  last  issue  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint.  Frosty  and  lustrous.  .  950.00 
1892-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  rare  date  in  any 
condition.  This  attractive  AU  specimen  displays 
strong  cartwheel  lustre . 2,250.00 

From  a  small  mintage  of  just  10,000  pieces,  tied  with  the 
1856-0  for  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  any  New  Orleans 
Mint  half  eagle. 

1892- S  MS-60  (NGC).  A  very  scarce  issue  in  Mint 

State.  Reflective  surfaces  and  frosty  motifs  display 
strong  golden  lustre . 1,150.00 

1893- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade 
level.  Most  pieces  are  in  the  EF  range.  ...  695.00 

1895- S  AU-50  (NGC).  Moderately  rare  in  AU  or 

finer  preservation . 750.00 

1896- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  scarce.  875.00 

1897- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Somewhat  scarce  in  this  high 

grade . 795.00 

1898- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous,  attractive.  550.00 

1899- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,295.00 

This  is  the  only  20th-century  overdate  of  the  half  eagle 
denomination.  As  such,  it  is  of  special  interest. 

1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.750.00 
1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Readily  available  in  circu¬ 
lated  grades,  but  a  rarity  of  importance  in  Mint 

State.  Sharp  and  lustrous .  1,350.00 

1907-D  MS-62  (NGC).  The  final  year  of  Denver 
Mint  coinage  in  the  Liberty  $5  series.  A  pleasing 

specimen . 425.00 

1907-D  MS-60.  Lustrous . 235.00 

1909-D  Indian.  MS-60  (PCGS) . 359.00 

In  Mint  State,  the  1909-D  is  the  most  plentiful  Indian 
Head  half  eagle. 

It  was  the  intention  of  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  that 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  Cornish.  NH,  sculptor  of  renown, 
redesign  all  U.S.  coins.  However,  by  the  time  of  the  artist’s  death 
in  the  summer  of  1 907,  the  task  had  barely  begun.  Subsequently, 
Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  a  Boston  sculptor  and  a  student  at  one  time  of 


Saint-Gaudens,  was  tapped  to  create  new  motifs  for  the  $2.50 
and  $5  gold  coins.  The  Indian  Head  pieces  by  Pratt  made  their 
debut  in  1908. 


Mint  State  191 1-D  $5  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest  half 
eagles  at  this  grade  level,  an  issue  which  is  typically 


seen  in  the  VF  and  EF  range . 6,875.00 

1913  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 395.00 

1913-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 475.00 


Choice  Mint  State  1914  $5 
1914  MS-63  (PCGS) . 2,850.00 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State.  In  fact,  our 
experience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily 
available  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance 
by  the  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  ail  others  are  seldom  seen. 

Eagles 

1 840  Liberty  Head.  EF-40.  A  sharp  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  early  issue . 675.00 

1841  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  from  the  early 

years  of  designer  Christian  Gobrecht’s  long-lived 
Coronet  eagle  series.  Highly  lustrous  for  the  grade, 
with  reflective  reverse  surface .  1,095.00 

1843  VF-30  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1843-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny  gold  sur¬ 
faces,  with  some  violet  toning . 725.00 

1851-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Avery  popular  New  Orleans 
eagle  issue.  Breen-6898,  curious  and  unexplained 
hollow  ring  motif  atop  second  vertical  stripe  in 
reverse  field.  Much  lustre  remains . 825.00 

The  tiny  hollow  ring  in  the  reverse  shield  closely  resembles 
a  small  O  mintmark. 

1855  AU-58  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  grades,  but  espe¬ 
cially  so  at  this  high  level.  Lustrous  surfaces  display 

deep  olive  and  gold  highlights .  1,995.00 

1880  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  595.00 
1 880-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  of  this 

low-mintage  New  Orleans  variety .  1,495.00 

1 882-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  far  above  average  example 
of  a  New  Orleans  eagle  that  is  rare  in  all  grades  and, 
when  seen,  is  typically  VP  to  EF .  1,650.00 


1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  Quite 


scarce  at  this  level .  1 ,850.00 

1884-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 350.00 


PCGS  has  certified  fewer  than  24  Mint  State  coins. 


1893-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Popular  New  Orleans  issue. 

Very  lustrous . 925.00 

1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce,  low-mintage  issue. 

Very  attractive . 850.00 

1 895-0  MS-6 1  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A  popu¬ 
lar  New  Orleans  issue . 895.00 

1898-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous.  695.00 

1903- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  A  popular  20th-century 
New  Orleans  eagle.  Lustrous  and  frosty.  625.00 

1904- 0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425.00 

1908- D  Indian.  With  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 

EF-40  (PCGS) .  525.00 

1909- D  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous,  frosty . 995.00 

Double  Eagles 

1851  AU-50  (NGC).  An  attractive  coin  from  the 
second  year  of  production  of  this,  the  largest 
regular  U.S.  coin  denomination.  There  is  a  quint¬ 
essential  appeal  to  an  early,  heavy  gold  coin  such 
as  this . 695.00 


1860  AU-55  (NGC).  A  moderately  scarce  date  de¬ 
spite  a  generous  mintage  of 577,670  pieces.  Nearly 
full  mint  brilliance  remains,  despite  a  small  stay  in 
circulation .  1,650.00 


1861-S  Paquet  $20  Rarity 


1861-S  Paquet.  EF-40  (NGC).  Well  struck,  and 
with  much  original  mint  lustre  remaining  in  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  double  eagles . 8,995.00 

The  Paquet  Reverse  is  distinguished  by  having  tall  letters  in 
the  inscriptions  around  the  border  on  the  reverse.  Anthony  C. 
Paquet  designed  this  reverse,  which  was  intended  to  replace 
Longacre's  die.  However,  actual  production  of  business  strikes  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  revealed  that  rim  breakage  was  a  problem. 
Accordingly,  use  of  the  Paquet  reverse  was  countermanded.  In 
the  meantime,  the  San  Francisco  Mint  had  received  the  new  dies. 
Word  was  sent  from  the  East  to  that  mint,  but  in  the  days  before 
rapid  communication  (the  telegraph  link  to  the  West  was  not 
complete  past  St.  Joseph,  MO),  by  the  time  the  orders  arrived, 
about  19,000  had  been  struck  from  Paquet’s  die. 

Today,  the  1861-S  Paquet  is  recognized  as  an  especially 
important  variety,  representing  as  it  does  a  reverse  die  by  a 
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different  engraver.  Paquet,  during  his  tenure  at  the  Mint,  pro¬ 
duced  numerous  patterns,  but  dies  by  him  employed  for 
circulation,  apparently  consisted  of  only  the  Tall  Letters  reverse 
on  the  1861  and  1861-S  double  eagle  (used  by  briefly)  and  the 
1 859  half  dime  obverse  with  hollow  star  points,  used  in  only  one 
year.  Several  pattern  coins  by  Paquet  in  various  series  also  have 
tall  letters  (c.f.,  Pollock  and  Judd  references). 


Notable  Quality  1862  $20 


1862  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Rare 
at  this  high  grade  level . 3,650.00 


High  Grade  1866-S  Motto  $20 


1866-SWith  Motto.  AU-53  (NGC).  First  year  with  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST.  Lustrous  ,  frosty. ...  2,950.00 


Lustrous  1867-S  Double  Eagle 

1867- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Infrequently  offered  at  the 

AU  or  higher  levels.  Much  original  lustre  re¬ 
mains . 2,695-00 

1868- S  AU-50  (NGC).  Quite  scarce  in  this  preserva¬ 
tion.  Lustrous  and  attractive .  1,495.00 

1869- S  AU-55  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  popular  double 
eagle.  Lustrous  surfaces.  Rare  so  fine. ..  1,750.00 

1870  AU-50  (PCGS).  Moderately  rare  at  the  AU 
level .  1,950.00 

1 870- S  AU-55  (NGC) .  Very  scarce  at  this  grade  level. 

Reflective  fields  and  frosted  devices  display  strong 
cartwheel  lustre . 1,195.00 


1873-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Scarce  in  Mint  State.  Frosty 
and  lustrous .  1,850.00 


1874  MS-60  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous.  Quite 

attractive  in  every  respect .  1,750.00 

1874-S  MS-60  (NGC).  This  issue  is  scarce  in  Mint 
State,  although  it  is  relatively  available  in  lower 
grades .  1,650.00 

1875  MS-61  (PCGS).  Elusive  in  Mint  State.  When 
seen,  the  1875  is  typically  VF  to  AU. ..  1,095.00 

1876- CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Popular  Carson  City  Mint 

issue.  Deep  golden  surfaces .  1,950.00 

1877- S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 695.00 

First  year  of  the  new  reverse  design,  with  the  denomination 
spelled  out  as  TWENTY  DOLLARS. 

1878  MS-60  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant  and 
frosty .  950.00 

1878- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Quite  rare  in  Mint  State. 

Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces  with  attractive  olive  high¬ 
lights .  1,695.00 

1881-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Frosty,  lustrous.  .  1,650.00 


1883-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Popular  Carson  City  vari¬ 
ety.  Sharp  and  lustrous .  1,895.00 

1883- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lus¬ 
trous . 650.00 

1884- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  Quite  ap¬ 
pealing .  1,650.00 

1885- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous . 675.00 

1890  MS-61  (NGC).  Moderately  scarce  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  grades.  A  pleasing  specimen  with  frosty 
design  elements .  1,350.00 

Top  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1890-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  1,595.00 

1892-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Attractive,  with  reflective 

surfaces .  1,950.00 

A  scarce  Carson  City  double  eagle  issue,  one  of  just 
27,265  coined  in  the  penultimate  year  of  the  mint's  opera¬ 
tion. 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  numerals.  MS-64 


(NGC).  Lustrous  mattelike  gold .  1,650.00 

1 907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  numerals.  MS-62  (NGC). 
Lustrous  and  beautiful . 695.00 


Collecting  idea:  Consider  forming  a  complete  collection 
of  Arabic-numerals  type  Saint-Gaudens  $20  pieces  of  the 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


early  years,  from  1907  to  1916  inclusive.  The  result  will  be  a 
very  beautiful  display,  a  treasure  to  own,  at  a  reasonable  price 


on  today’s  market. 

1909-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825.00 

1909- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny . 695. 00 

1910- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575.00 

Considerably  scarcer  than  the  1910  and  1910-D  issues 
despite  a  mintage  that  is  nearly  five  times  as  large! 

191 3-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  branch 

mint  issue.  Brilliant . 650.00 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous..  1,850.00 


While  some  in  the  past  have  considered  this  to  be  a 
“common  date,”  an  evaluation  of  data  reveals  that  at  high 
Mint  State  levels  such  as  this  the  1914  is  quite  scarce.  Most 
examples  are  in  significantly  lower  grades. 


1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 695.00 

1914- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695.00 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 715.00 

1915- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 

1923-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795.00 

1924  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 


1924  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 575.00 


Classic  1924-D  $20  Rarity 


1924-D  MS-61  (NGC).  For  many  decades  the  1 924- 
D  has  been  a  great  classic  among  Saint-Gaudens 
double  eagles.  Fewer  than  a  couple  hundred  are 
known  to  exist.  The  present  specimen  is  lustrous 
and  frosty . 2,650.00 


Choice  1924-S  $20  Rarity 


1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  especially 
frosty  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  nicest  you'll  ever  see 
at  this  grade  level,  or  near  it.  Traditionally,  one  of 
the  most  desired  rarities  of  the  1920s.  ..  4,950.00 


1925  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650.00 

1926  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 

1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 


We  have  just  acquired  a  nice  group  of  nearly  a  dozen 
splendid  MS-63  (NGC)  coins,  hand-picked  for  quality,  and  six 
have  already  been  sold.  Ifyou  have  been  looking  for  a  particularly 
nice  example  for  a  type  set,  you  search  ends  right  here. 
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All  Inside  View 

of  Collecting 
Commemoratives 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


This  is  the  second  part  of  a  three-part  series  on  collecting 
commemoratives,  continued  from  Rare  Coin  Review  101. 


1936  GETTYSBURG  HALF  DOLLAR 

This  issue  is  closely  related  to  the  1936 
Delaware  inasmuch  as  it  bears  the  date 
1936,  and  was  minted  in  1937  for  an 
anniversary  occurring  in  1938.  Nearly  all 
were  sold  to  collectors,  with  the  results 
that  most  survive  in  Mint  State  today. 
When  friction  is  seen,  it  shows  up  first 
the  high  parts  of  the  shields  on  the 
Typical  grade  for  a 
Gettysburg  half  dollar  is  MS-62 
or  MS-63.  MS-64  coins  are 
scarcer,  and  a  really  nice  MS-65 
is  a  bit  on  the  rare  side  (relatively 
speaking).  Cherrypicking  is 
definitely  advised,  with  the 
first  step  being  to  take  a 
coin  and  turn  it  carefully 
in  the  light,  observing  the 
higher  areas  of  the  shields 
on  the  reverse,  to  see  what 
you  can  find. 
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1922  GRANT 
HALF  DOLLARS 

This  issue  exists  with  and  without  obverse 
star,  the  former  being  much  scarcer  and,  in  my 
opinion,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
undervalued  of  all  varieties. 

Although  4,256  of  the  With  Star  vari¬ 
ety  were  distributed,  enough  have  be¬ 
come  lost,  strayed,  or  stolen  that  pieces  are 
even  harder  to  find  than  the  low  mintage 
would  suggest.  Added  to  that  is  the  fact  that 
most  of  them  are  in  rather  “scruffy”  grades 
from  AU-58  to  MS-62,  and  are  not  particularly 
attractive.  Ifyou  are  going  to  buy  a  Grant  With 
Star,  some  intense  cherrypicking  is  needed.  I 
like  the  grades  MS-63  and  MS-64.  I  have  no 
quarrel  with  an  MS-65,  but  just  be  sure  that  it  is 
nicer  than  a  typical  MS-64,  or  else  you  are  wasting 


a  good  deal  of  money. 

Certification  is  quite  erratic  for  both  the 
rare  With  Star  and  the  common  No  Star 
issues,  and  if  you  don’t  believe  me,  just  go  to 
a  convention,  gather  together  a  dozen  1922 
Grant  half  dollars  (the  No  Star  variety  will 
suffice  for  the  illustration),  put  a  piece  of  tape 
or  a  sticker  over  the  certification  number,  and 
pass  them  around  to  dealer  or  collector  friends 
and  ask  them  to  guess  the  grades.  It’s  dollars 
to  donuts  that  they  won’t  come  close. 

The  No  Star  variety  was  made  in  larger 
quantities,  but  like  the  With  Star  issue,  is 
typically  seen  rather  “scruffy.”  This  lack  of 
appeal  is  due  to  two  reasons,  neither  one  of 
which  you  can  do  much  about.  First,  the 
surface  of  the  dies,  particularly  the  obverse, 
were  finished  roughly,  with  an  emery  cloth  or  a  file,  with  the 
result  that  the  dies  had  many  recessed  lines  in  them,  which  on 
the  finished  coin  are  in  the  form  of  tiny  raised  ridges,  visible 
under  high  powered  magnification.  The  usual  1922  Grant  half 
dollar  looks  as  if  it  had  been  cleaned  with  sand!  However,  the 
culprit  is  the  die  itself. 

Striking  is  nearly  always  indistinct  on  the  high  parts  of  the  coin, 
particularly  on  President  Grant’s  head.  As  if  this  were  not  enough 
to  give  you  a  headache,  most  pieces  are  dull,  spotted,  or  unattrac¬ 
tively  toned. 

With  all  of  this  in  mind,  you  will  find  that  cherrypicking  a 
1 922  Grant  half  dollar  of  either  variety  will  be  a  major  task.  If  you 

have  to  pay  considerably  over  market 
■  price  to  get  a  choice  one,  go  for  it.  I 
know  we  pay  over  market  when  we 
buy  them  for  stock,  are  always  happy 
to  get  them,  and  have  never  had  very 
many  on  hand  at  one  time. 

One  thing  to  beware  of  is  phony 
stars  added  to  1 922  “plain”  half  dol¬ 
lars;  the  certification  services  guar¬ 
antee  the  authenticity  of  their  prod¬ 
ucts,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  this  is  a 
good  safeguard. 

It  is  also  worth  noting  that  the 
„  Grant  half  dollar  is  the  only  design 
which  was  also  used  on  a  commemo¬ 
rative  coin  of  another  denomination,  the  1922  Grant  gold  dollar. 

1928  HAWAIIAN  SESQUICENTENNIAL 
HALF  DOLLAR 

From  the  standpoint  of  design  types,  the  1 928  Hawaiian  is  the 
toughest  of  all  commemorative  coins.  Just  10,008  were  minted, 
the  odd  eight  being  reserved  for  the  Assay  Commission,  leaving  a 
distribution  of  10,000.  Many,  if  not  most,  of  these  were  sold  to 
residents  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  with  relatively  few  going  into 
the  hands  of  collectors.  Accordingly,  over  the  years  many  became 
lost,  strayed,  or  have  otherwise  disappeared.  Today,  examples  are 
very  difficult  to  acquire  in  MS-63  and  above. 

The  typical  coin  has  a  somewhat  satiny  surface  (not  fully 
frosty),  as  made,  sometimes  with  an  element  of  “brightness’  or 
mirrorlike  sheen,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Contact  marks 
abound  and  are  first  seen  on  the  high  spots  of  the  obverse.  For 
some  reason,  quite  a  few  pieces  have  yellow  toning  or  spotting, 


Either  buy  from  a 
dealer  who  really 
picks  for  quality 
and  has  your  best 
interests  in  mind, 
or  do  the 
cherrypicking 
yourself 
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not  particularly  attractive. 

Most  pieces  grade  from  AU-55  to  MS-6 1  or  MS-62,  and  often  show 
signs  of  polishing  or  cleaning.  A  good  goal  to  strive  for  is  MS-63  or  MS- 
64,  cherrypicked  for  quality,  with  brilliant  surfaces  or  with  attractive 
light  toning.  Stay  away  from  deeply  toned  or  spotted  pieces,  of  which 
there  are  many. 

T rue  MS-65s  are  quite  rare,  but  the  catch  is  to  be  sure  that  you  don’t 
pay  an  MS-65  price  for  a  coin  which  is  not  particularly  better  than  MS- 
64.  Certified  grades  are  apt  to  vary  widely.  Be  very  selective  and  you’ll 
be  happy.  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  you  had  to  view  1 0  pieces  to  find 
one  that  is  just  right.  Accordingly,  you  probably  will  have  to  pay  a 
premium  for  quality,  but  as  is  nearly  always  the  case  for  scarcer  issues 
in  numismatics,  it  will  be  worth  it. 

No  account  of  the  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar  would  be 
complete  without  mentioning  that  on  January  23,  1 986,  our  firm  had 
the  honor  and  privilege  of  auctioning  a  hoard  of  137  pieces  consigned 
to  us  by  the  Bank  of  Hawaii;  the  original  distributor.  A  long-ago  theft 
and  an  unknown  culprit  caused  this.  To  explain:  in  1 928,  the  president 
of  the  bank  sought  to  offer  employees  a  chance  to  buy  coins  for  less  than 
the  $2  price  charged  to  the  public.  He  put  a  coin  out  on  display,  and 
took  orders.  However,  someone  swiped  the  sample  coin,  causing  the 
bargain  offer  to  be  canceled.  The  remaining  137  coins  were  put  in  the 
bank’s  vault,  not  to  surface  until  decades  later! 

The  1928  Hawaiian  half  dollar  is  one  of  the  “big  three’  among 
design  types,  with  the  other  two  being  the  1935  Hudson  and  the  1935 
Old  Spanish  Trail.  Of  the  three,  the  Hawaiian  is,  by  far,  the  most 
difficult  to  obtain  in  grades  of  MS-63  or  finer,  and  is  also  the  hardest 
to  find  with  aesthetic  appeal. 


If  you  elect  to  buy  MS-64  or  MS-65  coins,  choose  wisely,  as 
certification  sometimes  does  not  mean  a  great  deal,  and  I  have  seen  MS- 
65  pieces  with  no  finer  quality  than  MS-64  or  MS-63  examples. 
Cherrypicking  is  definitely  advised! 

1924  HUGUENOT- WALLOON  TERCENTENARY 
HALF  DOLLAR 

If  you  had  asked  me  about  this  coin  20  or  30  years  ago,  1  would  have 
given  the  offhand  comment  that  Choice  Uncirculated  (as  noted,  the 
term  Mint  State  was  not  used  for  half  dollars  back  then)  pieces  were 
easy  to  obtain.  In  fact,  I  believe  I  put  this  in  print  somewhere  in  a  Coin 
World  column.  Anthony  Swiatek,  commemorative  specialist,  called 
me  on  this,  and  at  first  I  disputed  him,  then  checked  into  the  matter, 
and  today,  as  the  present  words  are  being  written,  agree  with  him  that 
this  issue  is  tougher  than  I  had  realized  earlier. 

Although  142,080  were  distributed  of  this  variety,  many  were 
simply  put  into  circulation  at  face  value,  and  others  were  handled 
carelessly  by  the  public.  T  oday,  the  vast  majority  of  the  pieces  either  are 
dull,  have  unsatisfactory  toning,  or  are  in  lower  grades.  Finding  a 
brilliant,  lustrous  piece  (light  toning  is  certainly  acceptable)  is  a  great 
challenge.  Probably  not  one  in  10  coins  would  meet  the  requirement 
of  a  connoisseur.  Particularly  dangerous,  in  my  opinion,  are  pieces 
toned  brown,  brownish  yellow,  or  yellow,  and  certified  at  grades  such 
as  MS-64  and  MS-65.  In  truth,  such  coins  could  well  have  friction  or 
wear  on  them,  but  this  is  masked  by  the  toning.  My  recommendation 
is  that  you  stay  clear  of  such  things. 

The  1924  Huguenot-Walloon  Tercentenary  half  dollar  will  require 
quite  a  bit  of  searching  to  find  a  nice  one.  Don't  be  shy  about  paying 
a  premium  above  market  price  if  quality  is  in  the  offing. 


1935  HUDSON  SESQUICENTENNIAL 

With  a  distribution  of  just  10,000  pieces,  the  1935  Hudson  joins 
the  1928  Hawaiian  and  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  as  one  of  the  harder 
to  find  issues  among  major  design  types.  The  design  of  the  Hudson 
pieces  was  such  that  most  show  contact  marks  at  the  higher  parts  of  the 
coin,  including  the  center  of  the  ship  on  one  side  and  the  head  and 
shoulders  of  the  allegorical  figure  of  Neptune  on  the  other.  The 
typically  encountered  coin  is  apt  to  be  MS-62  or  MS-63,  somewhat 
lustrous  except  at  the  center. 

This  coin  has  a  very  interesting  history,  inasmuch  as  after  the  powers 
that  be  in  the  New  York  State  town  of  Hudson  committed  themselves 
to  buying  10,000  commemorative  half  dollars  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  they  felt  uneasy,  and  when  a  coin  dealer  came  and  offered 
to  buy  virtually  the  entire  quantity,  they  gratefully  accepted!  The  result 
is  what  you  might  expect:  by  the  time  that  the  original  issue  date  came 
around,  the  distributor  had  very  few  on  hand!  The  coin  dealer, 
meanwhile,  went  screaming  as  he  controlled  the  market  and  could  do 
whatever  he  pleased.  The  price  of  the  Hudson  jumped  immediately. 
From  this  somewhat  shaky  beginning,  the  issue  became  widely  distrib¬ 
uted  and  today  examples  are  scarce. 


1918  ILLINOIS  CENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

The  1918  Illinois  half  dollar  was  fairly  widely  distributed,  although 
a  few  scattered  hoards  hung  around  the  market  for  a  ti  me.  T oday,  most 
pieces  seen  have  a  generous  quantity  of  bagmarks  on  the  obverse,  but 
the  reverse,  with  its  very  attractive  and  ornate  design,  serves  to  protect 
the  field  against  such  abuse,  and  is  usually  nicer.  It  is  not  at  all  unusual 
for  the  obverse  to  be  graded,  say  MS-60  and  the  reverse  to  be  graded 
MS-63.  However,  certified  coins  are  graded  by  the  obverse  only,  thus 
giving  you  a  “bonus’’  in  reverse  condition! 

In  addition  to  watching  out  for  bagmarks  (which  certainly  are  to 
be  expected  in  the  lower  grades,  by  the  way) ,  check  for  friction  on  the 
Lincoln  portrait.  Seek  a  lustrous,  quality  piece.  This  will  require  some 
looking,  as  several  may  have  to  be  inspected  before  one  is  just  right. 

The  reverse  of  the  Illinois  Centennial  half  dollar  has  my  vote  for  the 
finest  work  that  engraver  John  R.  Sinnock  ever  did  on  a  legal  tender 
coin.  It  has  a  classic  aspect,  somewhat  reminiscent  of  the  illustrious  era 
of  silver  patterns  of  the  late  1870s,  although  not  copying  any  earlier 
motif.  If  you  study  the  reverse  of  this  coin,  you  will  find  the  motto 
STATE  SOVEREIGNTY  NATIONAL  UNION,  which  might  be 
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good  tor  a  quiz  at  a  coin  club,  asking,  tor  example,  what  United  States 
legal  tender  coin  has  the  word  SOVEREIGNTY  on  it? 

1946  IOWA  CENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

Made  in  large  quantities,  the  Iowa  Centennial  half  dollar  is  plentiful 
in  Mint  State  today.  In  fact,  the  average  specimen  is  apt  to  grade  MS- 
63,  MS-64,  or  even  higher,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  fields  are  somewhat 
irregular  and  serve  to  mask  contact  marks.  The  typical  piece  is  quite 
frosty.  The  Iowa  half  dollar  is  an  easy  win,  and  if  you  are  just  beginning 
a  type  set,  this  is  a  good  one  to  start  with — little  risk  of  being  taken 
advantage  of  here. 

I  have  enjoyed  Michael  Turrini’s  in-depth  study  of  this  particular 
issue,  in  which  he  tells  just  about  everything  except  what  Governor 
Blue  had  for  lunch  on  the  day  he  saw  his  first  coin.  Great  research,  this. 

1925  LEXINGTON-CONCORD  SESQUICENTENNIAL 

HALF  DOLLAR 

Large  quantities  of  these  were  issued,  but  most  went  into  the  hands 
of  the  public.  For  years  afterward,  just  about  any  coin  dealer  in 
Massachusetts  had  abundant  supplies  of  lightly  worn  pieces  turned  in 
by  citizens  who  had  tired  of  their  novelty. 

Of  a  given  1 00  specimens  in  existence  today,  probably  only  five  to  1 0 
are  a  combination  of  high  grade  (MS-63  or  finer)  and  attractive  surfaces. 
As  such,  cherrypicking  is  advised.  However,  most  of  the  lower  grade 
pieces  have  not  been  certified,  due  to  the  cost  of  certification  services. 
Thus,  if  a  coin  is  certified,  it  has  a  better  chance  of  being  “nice”  than  if 
it  isn’t.  To  check  for  wear,  look  at  the  higher  relief  parts  of  the  Minute 
Man  on  the  obverse,  and  the  front  corner  of  the  bottom  part  of  the  belfry 
on  the  reverse.  Sometimes  the  Minute  Man  figure  is  not  completely 
struck,  and  shows  graininess  as  is  evident  on  the  original  planchet. 

In  my  opinion,  a  really  great  buy  for  the  money  would  be  a 
cherrypicked  MS-63  or  MS-64  coin.  As  is  the  case  with  numerous 
commemorative  half  dollars,  cherrypicking  for  this  issue  is  strongly 
advised.  It  is  worth  paying  for  quality. 

1936  LONG  ISLAND  TERCENTENARY  HALF  DOLLAR 

The  1 936  Long  Island  half  dollar  was  distributed  widely  and  in  large 
quantities.  The  result  is  that  pieces  are  fairly  plentiful  today.  The  typical 
coin  is  apt  to  be  an  MS-63,  although  MS-64  and  MS-65  coins  are  seen 
as  well.  Sometimes  there  is  a  certain  graininess  on  the  largest  sail  on  the 
ship  on  the  reverse,  not  due  to  wear  or  scuffing,  but  due  to  the  surface  of 
the  original  planchet  on  which  the  coin  was  struck.  If  the  planchet  of  this 
or  any  other  coin  did  not  completely  fill  the  deepest  recesses  of  the  dies, 
then  the  original  planchet  surface  was  not  changed,  and  its  characteristics 
can  still  be  seen.  Elsewhere  in  American  numismatics,  the  most  common 
place  to  observe  this  phenomenon  is  on  the  higher  parts  of  the  eagle  on 
the  reverse  of  Peace  silver  dollars  minted  from  1921  through  1935. 
Another  area  is  the  central  part  of  the  figure  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar.  I  digress  a  bit,  but  it  is  important  to  know  the 


difference  between  original  planchet  surface  and  wear. 

1936  LYNCHBURG  SESQUICENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

Most  known  specimens  are  in  MS-63  or  finer.  In  fact,  I  don’t  recall 
ever  seeing  a  worn  one!  The  surface  of  the  typical  issue  is  apt  to  be 
somewhat  satiny,  rather  than  frosty  or  lustrous — this  is  the  way  they  were 
made.  Friction,  when  evident,  will  be  seen  on  the  center  of  the  obverse 
portrait  and  on  the  higher  parts  of  the  standing  figure  of  the  reverse. 
Sometimes  original  planchet  graininess  can  be  seen  on  the  portrait. 

The  1 936  Lynchburg  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar  will  be  one  of  the 
easier  pieces  to  acquire.  Probably  half  to  two-thirds  of  those  on  the 
market  are  acceptable  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. 

1920  MAINE  CENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

This  issue  is  one  of  the  toughest  coins  in  the  commemorative  series. 
In  terms  of  the  total  remaining  population,  most  of  them  are  rather 
scruffy  in  appearance,  either  with  ugly  toning  or  spotting,  or  in  lower 
grades.  Brilliant  (or  lightly  toned)  select  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65 
coins  are  very  scarce. 

The  dies  of  this  issue  were  filed  or  finished  with  emery  cloth,  with 
a  result  that  there  are  many  grooves.  This  translated  in  raised  lines  in 
all  authentic  half  dollars  made  from  these  dies.  I  mention  this,  as  to  the 
uninitiated  these  could  be  confused  with  hairlines  or  cleaning  marks. 
Of  course,  if  the  coin  has  been  cleaned  or  polished,  then  you  have  a 
combination  of  scratches  plus  original  die  lines — perhaps  a  jumping 
off  spot  for  a  good  numismatic  education  or,  at  the  very  least,  careful 
study!  In  this  respect,  the  1920  Maine  is  a  kissing  cousin  of  the  1922 
Grant  half  dollar. 

Great  selectivity  is  urged  when  buying  a  half  dollar  of  this  type.  In 
my  opinion,  paying  a  50%  premium  over  market  for  a  really  choice 
example  is  worth  doing.  Conversely,  at  Atf ^market  I  would  avoid  an 
ugly  coin.  Quality  is  the  key  word  here. 

Incidentally,  no  one  knows  who  designed  the  1920  half  dollar,  one 
of  the  remaining  major  unsolved  mysteries  of  the  commemorative 
series.  Anthony  de  Francisci  (best  known  for  the  Peace  dollar  which  he 
created  in  1921)  made  the  models  for  the  1 920  Maine  Centennial  half 
dollar,  using  sketches  furnished  to  him  by  the  state.  Who  did  the 
sketches?  No  one  knows. 

1934  MARYLAND  TERCENTENARY  HALF  DOLLAR 

This  issue  was  carelessly  struck  at  the  Mint  and  carelessly  handled 
afterwards,  with  the  result  that  nearly  all  show  bagmarks.  In  addition, 
the  face  of  Lord  Baltimore,  particularly  the  nose,  almost  always  shows 
characteristics  of  the  original  planchet  surface  (not  to  be  confused  with 
rubbing  or  wear). 

The  certification  services  have  waffled  on  this  issue  in  many  instances, 
and  I  have  seen  many  MS-63  coins  which  are  nicer  than  certified  MS-64 
coins,  MS-64  coins  that  are  nicer  than  certified  MS-65  coins,  and  so  on. 
This  translates  to  the  desirability  of  cherrypicking  when  you  buy,  and  not 
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paying  an  MS-65  price  for  a  coin  of  MS-64  quality. 

This  coin  is  another  one  with  which  you  can  have  a  lot  of  fun  at  a 
convention  or  a  coin  club  meeting.  Just  acquire  a  half  dozen  certified 
coins  in  grades  of  MS-63  to  MS-65,  mask  the  printed  grade,  and  see  if 
anyone  can  sort  them  out.  Chances  are  they  can’t.  I  mention  this  more 
than  once  throughout  the  present  text  just  to  discourage  you  from 
buying  blindly  because  of  price.  Either  buy  from  a  dealer  who  really 
picks  for  quality  and  has  your  best  interests  in  mind,  or  do  the 
cherrypicking  yourself.  Either  way,  it  certainly  pays  to  be  particular. 

One  more  word:  with  regard  to  toning,  when  Maryland  half  dollars 
are  toned,  usually  they  are  somewhat  of  a  light  gray  or  dull  gray.  My 
own  preference  is  to  get  a  fully  frosty,  brilliant  specimen,  or  one  with 
attractive  light  toning. 

1921  MISSOURI  CENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLARS 

The  1921  Missouri  Centennial  half  dollar  comes  in  two  varieties, 
one  with  a  "plain  field”  and  the  other  with  2 ★4  in  the  field.  This  issue 
is  philosophically  similar  to  the  1 92 1  Alabama,  inasmuch  as  specimens 
were  stuck  carelessly  at  the  Mint  and  handled  carelessly  afterwards. 

There  is  nearly  always  evidence  of  light  striking  on  the  Missouri 
Centennial  half  dollar,  particularly  on  the  top  part  of  the  portrait  on  the 
obverse,  and  the  higher  areas  of  the  standing  figures  on  the  reverse. 

Most  of  these  were  sold  to  the  public  rather  than  to  collectors. 
Today,  the  typical  specimen  is  apt  to  range  from  AU-55  to  MS-60  or 
MS-61.  A  very  nice  MS-63  coin  with  lustre  and  good  aesthetic  appeal 
is  scarce,  if  not  rare,  and  finding  an  MS-64  or  MS-65  is  tougher  yet. 

This  half  dollar,  either  variety,  is  among  the  top  half  dozen  hardest 
to  find  coins  in  the  entire  series,  from  the  viewpoint  of  aesthetic  appeal. 
Probably  not  one  in  10  or  20  coins  is  truly  choice,  no  matter  what  the 
grade.  It  would  pay  to  be  picky,  in  my  opinion. 

If  you  are  collecting  the  48  different  types  of  early  half  dollars 
minted  from  1892-1954,  the  Missouri,  either  variety,  will  be  among 
the  top  half  dozen  challenges.  If  you  are  collecting  a  complete  set  of 
mintmarks,  both  Missouri  issues  will  be  among  the  top  half  dozen 
challenges.  Thus  forewarned,  start  looking  and  when  the  chance  to  buy 
a  nice  one  arises,  don’t  be  faint-hearted  about  paying  a  premium  price. 
The  quality  will  be  worth  it. 

I923-S  MONROE  DOCTRINE  CENTENNIAL 
HALF  DOLLAR 

The  design  of  this  issue  is  very  low,  almost  flat  in  areas.  Add  to  that 
the  careless  handling  the  piece  received  after  striking  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  and  careless  handling  during  the  distribution,  the 
result  is  an  issue  which  is  very  difficult  to  find  in  “nice”  condition,  and, 
even  then,  is  not  going  to  win  any  artistic  awards. 

Quantities  of  these  were  placed  into  circulation  in  the  1920s,  and 
still  turned  up  at  banks  in  the  1930s.  My  wife’s  grandfather,  Fred 
Woodson  (who  actually  signed  National  Bank  Notes  in  1926!), 
worked  for  a  period  of  time  for  the  Bank  of  America  in  California, 


obtained  quite  a  few  of  these  in  change,  and  when  his  estate  was  settled, 
there  were  dozens  of  pieces  on  hand. 

1  he  typical  coin  encountered  today  is  apt  to  grade  from  AU-55  to 
MS-60  or  MS-6 1 .  There’s  not  a  heck  of  a  lot  of  difference  between  M  S- 
63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  in  my  opinion,  and  many  pieces  certified  as 
MS-65  are,  in  my  view,  no  nicer  than  a  cherrypicked  MS-63.  Accord- 
ingly,  a  little  bit  of  looking  and  discrimination  will  reap  rewards.  My 
advice  is  to  seek  out  an  MS-63  or  MS-64,  and  be  particular  about  it, 
but  realize  that  no  matter  how  nice  a  coin  you  buy,  it’s  going  to  be  fairly 
unappealing.  One  cannot  have  mountains  unless  there  are  valleys,  and 
I  suppose  that  ugly  coins  such  as  this  simply  serve  to  contrast  the 
beauty  of  certain  other  issues  (such  as  the  reverse  design  of  the  1918 
Lincoln  noted  earlier). 

Of  course,  beauty  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  and  there  may  be 
some  who  think  that  this  motif  is  one  of  the  finest  made.  If  anything, 
the  commemorative  series  offers  something  for  everyone. 

1938  NEW  ROCHELLE  HALF  DOLLAR 

This  issue  was  the  brainchild  of  the  Westchester  County  Coin  Club 
in  New  Rochelle,  New  York,  and  was  planned  with  precision.  Distri¬ 
bution  was  effective,  with  nearly  all  of  them  going  into  collectors’  hands 
although  I  am  sure  that  a  few  attics,  closets,  and  bureau  drawers  in  New 
Rochelle  would  yield  pieces  if  rummaged  through  today. 

In  general,  New  Rochelle  half  dollars  are  well  struck  and  very  frosty, 
although  quite  a  few  have  fields  that  are  a  combination  of  prooflike 
surface  and  lustre,  and  still  others  are  mostly  prooflike.  A  typical  grade 
for  a  coin  is  MS-63  to  MS-64,  and  even  MS-65  coins  aren’t  hard  to 
find.  Put  this  one  on  your  “easy  to  get”  list. 

New  Rochelle  is  an  interesting  town  and  was  commemorated  by 
George  M.  Cohan  in  his  song  Forty-Five  Minutes from  Broadway.  Years 
ago  this  was  the  main  bedroom  community  for  professional  actors  and 
entertainment  entrepreneurs  who  had  “made  it  on  the  Great  White 
Way  in  New  York  City. 

1936  NORFOLK  BICENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

This  design  is  the  most  complex  of  any  commemorative  half  dollar, 
and  has  so  many  letters  and  numerals  that  the  lower  areas  of  the  fields 
are  mostly  protected  from  marks.  Thus,  such  a  piece  could  acquire 
fairly  rough  handling  and  not  show  it.  Today,  there  are  definitely  more 
MS-63  and  MS-64  coins  than  there  are  MS-60  pieces,  and  finding  an 
MS-65  coin  will  be  a  snap. 

This  is  another  one  of  those  commemorative  half  dollars  which  can 
be  fun  if  you  pass  it  around  at  a  coin  club.  Actually,  what  you  need  is  four 
or  five  of  them  certified  in  grades  from  MS-63  to  MS-65.  Mark  them  A, 
B,  C,  and  so  on  and  mask  over  the  grade.  Then  invite  club  members  to 
see  which  grades  are  which!  I  virtually  guarantee  that  no  one  will  be  right. 
I  have  seen  certified  MS-63  coins  that  are  nicer  than  certain  certified  MS- 
65  coins,  and  this  is  not  a  particularly  rare  occurrence. 

(To  be  concluded  in  RCR  #  1 03) 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Commemoratives  are  among  the  most  fascinating 
of  United  States  coins,  as  there  are  so  many  types 
commemorating  so  many  different  interesting  obser¬ 
vances,  occasions,  and  anniversaries — some  obscure 
and  others  of  national  importance. 

The  appreciation  of  the  series  can  be  enhanced 
greatly  by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  series. 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among  the  most 
comprehensive  historical  study  ever  produced,  and 
includes  much  price  information  as  well.  Excellent 
studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  are 
valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

This  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  one  of  the  finest 
quality  selections  of  classic  commemoratives  of  the 
1892-1954  era  we  have  ever  offered.  We  love  com¬ 
memoratives,  and  whenever  the  chance  presents  itself, 
we  are  buyers! 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like  our 
quality  and  value.  Or,  take  your  pick  of  one  of  these 
Special  Collections. 

Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  commemora¬ 
tive  collections  assembled  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be 
pleased  with  the  quality,  value  for  the  price  paid,  and 
the  selection  we  make  for  you: 

Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  1 

STARTER  SET  of  silver  commemoratives  of  the 
1 892-1954  classic  era:  We  ll  select  $  1 ,000  or  more  worth 
of  different  design  types  (no  two  alike),  each  brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  This 
will  be  a  fine  start  on  a  48-piece  type  set.  Your  net  price 
is  $895.00.  In  addition,  at  your  request,  we’ll  send  some 
other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you 
wish  (each  will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special 
Commemorative  Set  No.  1 

Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  we’ll  select  $3,000  or  more  worth 
of  silver  commemoratives  (each  of  a  different  design) 
from  the  early,  classic  years,  1892  to  1954,  each 
brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65.  Your  net  price  is  $2,695,  which  will  include 
over  $3,000  worth  of  coins  PLUS  a  great  book  Dave 
Bowers’  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  In  addition,  at  your  request, 
we  ll  send  some  other  choice  commemoratives  to  you 


on  approval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece 
will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Com¬ 
memorative  Set  No.  2.” 

Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  3 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  and  has  even  more 
coins — each  one  selected  for  its  quality  and  beauty!  Not 
only  will  you  receive  many  different  basic  design  types, 
but  there  will  be  numerous  low-mintage  date  and 
mintmark  varieties  as  well,  a  grand  start  on  a  specialized 
144-piece  silver  set.  You’ll  get  over  $10,000  worth  of 
coins  at  our  regular  prices,  discounted  to  you  for  only 
$8,850  including  Dave  Bowers’  Encyclopedia  of 
commemoratives.  And,  if  desired,  we’ll  send  you  some 
additional  silver  commemoratives  on  approval,  and  will 
keep  a  “want  list”  showing  pieces  you  still  need. 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  thor¬ 
oughly  pleasing  example  of  America’s  first 
commemorative  quarter  dollar  design  type.  At¬ 
tractive  golden  toning . 350.00 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid 
gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  attractive 
toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an  issue  which, 
when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usually  in  MS-60  to 
MS-62 . 9,750.00 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  was  the  first  United  States  com¬ 
memorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mintage  of 
50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December  1 4,  1899, 
actually  a  year  before  the  1 900  “date”  on  the  coin.  December  1 4, 
1 899,  was  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  ofWashington’s  death . 

Gem  MS-64  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  surfaces  with  deep  golden  highlights.  A 

splendid  coin! .  3,695.00 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning.  Among  the  nicest 
we  have  seen  in  a  long  time,  from  an  aesthetic 
viewpoint .  1,895.00 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive 
lustrous,  silver  gray  surfaces.  Nice  strike.  Another 

very  appealing  specimen .  1,895.00 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  .  1095.00 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  frosty 
with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  very  attractive 
example  at  this  grade  level .  795.00 

Gem  1921  Alabama  2x2  50d 


1921  Alabama  2x2.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  attractive 
light  toning.  Very  well  struck.  One  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen  of  this  issue,  one  of  the  hardest  to  find  of 
all  commemorative  halves  at  this  grade.  3,575.00 
1921  Alabama  2x2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,260.00 
1921  Alabama  2x2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Glittering  pale 

golden  surfaces . 760.00 

1921  Alabama  Plain.  AU-55 .  85.00 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  pleasing 

light  golden  toning . 675.00 

1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  display  a  hint  of  golden  toning . 360.00 

1936  Albany.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 275.00 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64.  Attractive  pale  gold. 535.00 

Issued  to  commemorate  the  75th  anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  Antietam,  one  of  the  costliest  single  day  encounters 
in  American  military  history. 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces  with  cartwheel  lustre .  535.00 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 410.00 

First  issue  in  the  Arkansas  centennial  series  (the  actual 
centennial  was  in  1936),  which  was  numismatically  cel¬ 
ebrated  through  1939. 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 

golden  highlights . 119.00 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Pale  gold  at 

the  peripheries . 99.00 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 410.00 

In  our  opinion,  forming  a  set  of  commemorative  half  dollars 
for  which  there  are  multiple  varieties,  such  as  the  1935-1939 
Arkansas  series,  is  an  interesting  pursuit.  On  today’s  market,  just 
about  anyone  can  acquire  high-grade  (MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS- 
65)  examples  at  truly  reasonable  prices. 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  rims . 99.00 

1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
toning . 410.00 
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1936  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 675.00 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Smooth  surfaces 

with  a  hint  of  toning . 99.00 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.525.00 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light 

toning .  119.00 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 19.00 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .99.00 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  lightly- 

toned  surfaces . 675.00 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  475.00 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1 19.00 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  99.00 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .99.00 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  850.00 

Just  3, 1 56  were  minted,  with  the  actual  release  being  3,150, 
with  the  odd  six  being  reserved  for  assay.  The  Arkansas  halves  of 
this  and  the  following  year  are  in  the  rarity  class. 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  260.00 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Silvery  surfaces  with 

a  whisper  of  light  golden  color . 165.00 

1938- D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.260.00 

Just  3,150  were  issued  (compare  this  to  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  issued  of  modern  commemoratives). 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  165.00 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  165.00 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  165.00 

Enticingly  low  distribution  of  only  3,150  coins! 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 425.00 

Very  low  mintage  of  j  ust  2, 1 04  pieces,  with  a  distribution 
of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for  any 
legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 320.00 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  320.00 

1939- S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold.  A  very 

attractive  example  of  this  key  issue .  1,025.00 

Tiny  distribution  of  only  2,100  coins.  Taking  a  leaf  of 
inspiration  from  Bruce  Amspacher’s  writing,  we  note  that 
this  means  that  only  one  coin  exists  (generously  assuming  that 
all  are  still  around)  for  every  100,000  people  in  the  United 
States!  Closer  to  home,  that  means  that  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire  would  have  only  six  coins! 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  425.00 

If  you  don’t  consider  this  low-mintage,  high-quality 
1939-S  Arkansas  half  dollar  to  be  cheap  on  today’s  market, 
we’d  like  to  know  why! 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 


hint  of  light  gold  toning . 465.00 

Some  specimens  of  this  issue  were  sold  from  drive-up 
booths  at  the  bridge’s  entrances. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205.00 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  205.00 
1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.205.00 
1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Dark  golden 

toning  on  both  sides . 149.00 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  AU-58 . 1 10.00 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  AU-55 .  107.00 

1934  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119.00 


First  coin  of  the  Boone  Bicentennial  series,  which  was 
produced  continuously  through  1938  (although  the  200th 
anniversary  was  otherwise  observed  only  in  the  correct  year  of 
1934).  The  story  of  C.  Frank  Dunn  and  his  distribution  of 
Boone  half  dollars  from  his  second-floor  offices  in  the  Phoe¬ 
nix  Hotel  in  Lexington,  KY,  is  stranger  than  fiction. 

1935  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces 


with  deep  golden  peripheral  toning . 175.00 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15.00 

1935  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 115.00 

1935  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 99.00 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15.00 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  1 15.00 
1935-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1935  Boone.  Small  “1934”  on  reverse.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 99.00 

1935-S  Boone.  Small  “1934”  on  reverse.  MS-65 
(NGC) . 950.00 

Tiny  mintage  of  just  2,004  coins,  second  smallest  in  the 
commemorative  half  dollar  series.  The  release  of  the  1935-D  and 
S  coins  with  small  “  1 934”  ignited  the  commemorative  boom  of 
the  mid- 1 930s.  After  this  singular,  improbably-conducted  event, 
the  hobby  was  never  the  same. 

1935-S  Boone.  Small  “1934”  on  reverse.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 950.00 

1935- S  Boone.  Small  “1934”  on  reverse.  MS-62. 

Attractive  light  golden  toning . 345.00 

1936  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1936  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  169.00 
1936  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  1 15.00 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1936  Boone.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1936  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  gold . 99.00 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  with  just  a  hint  of  light  gold . 195.00 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 99.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant, 

mirrorlike  gem.  Very  rare  with  mirrorlike  sur¬ 
faces .  1,585.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing .  550.00 

Only  2,500  were  distributed. 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..330.00 

1937-S  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Golden  toning  at  the 
rims .  550.00 

Only  2,500  were  distributed. 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Smooth  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  golden  toning . 550.00 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  pale  golden  gem  with 

satiny  surfaces . 690.00 

From  a  low  mintage  of  just  2, 1 00  pieces,  one  of  the  smallest 
figures  in  the  entire  commemorative  series.  We  can’t  get  over  how 
cheap  these  and  other  low-mintage  pieces  are  in  today’s  market.  It 
makes  us  want  to  go  out  and  buy  all  we  can  find!  If  we  were  in  the 
coin  hoarding  business  rather  than  the  coin  selling  business,  we 
would  zero  in  on  some  of  these  low-mintage  commemorative  sets 
and  squirrel  them  away.  In  a  note  to  us,  John  Kamin,  editor  of  The 
Forecaster,  stated  that  he  has  been  recommending  low-mintage 
commemorative  sets  to  his  clients  fo  years. 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  gem  with  warm 

golden  highlights . 690.00 

1938  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415.00 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  pale 

golden  gem! . 690.00 


Mintage:  just  2,100  pieces,  one  of  the  smallest  quantities  in 
the  commemorative  series. 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  matte  sur¬ 
faces  with  pale  golden  toning . 875.00 

Mintage:  only  2,100  pieces,  similar  to  the  Philadelphia  and 
Denver  Mint  issues  of  the  same  year. 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Wonderful  rainbow 

iridescence . 360.00 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  410.00 

Depicted  on  the  obverse  is  P.T.  Barnum,  Bridgeport's 
prime  benefactor  and  most  illustrious  citizen.  As  time  per¬ 
mits,  we’ve  been  gathering  numismatically  related 
Barnum-iana,  with  the  view  of  writing  a  short  article  about 
him  in  a  future  Rare  Coin  Review. 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 185.00 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering 
gem  of  outstanding  quality.  Highly  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces .  1,075.00 

From  an  artistic  viewpoint,  this  half  dollar  designed  by 
sculptor  Jo  Mora  is  one  of  the  nicest  in  the  commemorative 
series.  The  field  backgrounds  are  somewhat  irregular,  almost 
“sculpted”  as  one  would  find  on  a  bas  relief  plaque.  The  designs 
are  well  done,  and  in  a  high  grade  such  as  this,  are  shown  to  their 
finest  advantage.  A  romantic  issue  with  a  motif  tied  directly  to 
the  Gold  Rush  era  and  intended  to  celebrate  the  75  th  anniversary 
of  California’s  statehood. 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 435.00 

1925-S  California.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  435.00 
1925-S  California.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bluish  gray  ton¬ 
ing  over  lustrous  surfaces . 275.00 

1925-S  California.  MS-61.  Lustrous . 125.00 

1925-S  California.  AU-58.  Lightly  toned. ...  103.00 

1925-S  California.  AU-55.  Nicely  toned . 100.00 

1925-S  California.  AU-55 .  100.00 

1951-D  Carver  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 119.00 

J ust  1 0,000  were  distributed!  In  today’s  market,  the  Carver- 
Washington  pieces  minted  from  1951  through  1954,  are 
incredibly  inexpensive.  A  nice  collection  of  Mint  State  coins 
consisting  of  the  12  varieties  produced  makes  a  fine  display. 
Compare  the  mintages  and  prices  of  these  pieces  with 
commemoratives  of  the  1980s  and  1990s,  and  it  will  seem  that 
the  Caiver-Washington  varieties  are  almost  free! 


1951-D  C.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1951-D  C.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1951-S  C.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525.00 

1951-S  C.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 


Only  10,000  of  these  were  distributed!  Imagine  for  a 
moment  that  now  in  the  1990s,  the  U.S.  Mint  decided  to 
produce  a  commemorative  half  dollar  and  limit  its  distribu¬ 
tion  to  only  10,000  pieces.  Overnight,  it  would  be  worth 


thousands  of  dollars! 

1951-S  C.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1951- S  C.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1952  C.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62.00 

Generous  mintage  of 2,006,292,  although  relatively  few' 
of  these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1952  C.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62.00 

1952  C.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 21.00 

1952  C.W.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 21.00 

1952  C.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20.00 

1952  C.W.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20.00 

1952- D  C.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

Only  8,006  were  minted!!!  (deserving  of  three  exclama¬ 
tion  points). 

1952-D  C.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1952-S  C.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79.00 

1952-S  C.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79.00 
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1952- S  C.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1953  C.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225.00 

One  of  only  8,003  struck  (of  which  even  fewer  were 
distributed).  We  really  like  these  ourselves,  and  think  that 
everyone  should  collect  a  set! 

1953  C.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1953- DC.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

I955-D  C.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1953-S  C.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62.00 

Generous  mintage  of  108,020,  the  odd  20  probably 
being  reserved  for  the  Assay  Commission. 

1953-S  C.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 21.00 

1953- S  C.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20.00 

1954  C.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225.00 

Only  12,006  were  struck! 

1954  C.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1954  C.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1954- D  C.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

Only  12,006  were  struck! 

1954-D  C.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1954-D  C.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1954-S  C.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69.00 

1954-S  C.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 21.00 

1954-S  C.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 20.00 

1954-S  C.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20.00 


Carver -  Washington 
Special  Offer 

We  will  do  our  part  to  help  you  form  a  set 
of  this  interesting  series.  Order  three  or 
more  different  dates  and  mintmarks  of 
Booker  T.  Washington  (1946-1951)  and/ 
or  Carver- Washington  (1951-1954)  halves, 
you  can  mix  the  types,  grades  of  your  choice, 
and  take  a  4%  discount  off  the  top.  Order  10 
or  more,  and  make  that  a  7%  discount! 
Note:  As  for  some  grades  we  only  have  one 
or  two  in  stock,  we  would  really  appreciate 
alternate  choices  when  you  order.  Offer 
subject  to  discontinuation,  so  order  early. 


1936  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  815.00 

Only  5,000  were  distributed. 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315.00 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  315-00 

1936  Cincinnati.  AU-58 . 275.00 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  375.00 

One  of  only  5,000  distributed.  A  scarce  type. 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  315.00 
1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous 
surfaces  with  champagne  toning .  1,025.00 

One  of  5,000  distributed.  In  MS-65  grade,  the  1936  San 
Francisco  version  of  the  Cincinnati  half  dollar  is  the  scarcest  of 
the  three  varieties  of  the  year.  At  the  time  of  minting,  these  pieces 
were  put  into  cloth  bags  and  shipped  from  San  Francisco  to 
Cincinnati.  No  particular  care  was  taken  to  protect  the  pieces 
from  bagmarks.  Apparently,  the  journey  over  land  was  anything 
but  smooth,  with  the  results  that  coins  grading  MS-65  are  very 
elusive  today.  On  the  other  hand,  Philadelphia  and  Denver 


pieces  seem  to  have  been  handled  more  carefully. 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 375.00 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.375.00 
1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315.00 


1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.3 15.00 
1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..340.00 

Minted  in  large  quantities,  the  1936  Cleveland  has  always 
been  one  of  the  more  available  commemorative  issues  of  the 
1930s.  The  late  Sol  Kaplan,  Cincinnati  dealer,  once  hoarded 
these,  and  amassed  several  thousand  examples,  which  have  long 
since  been  distributed  on  the  market,  to  our  knowledge. 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  340.00 
1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  105.00 
1936  Cleveland.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...79.00 

1936  Cleveland.  AU-58 . 67.00 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  a 
hint  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Highly  lustrous. .  475.00 

Only  9,000  were  distributed. 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  305.00 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 255.00 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .255.00 
1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.305.00 

Only  8,000  were  distributed. 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-64.  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 255.00 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.235.00 
1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  315.00 

Only  8,000  were  distributed. 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  255.00 
1936-S  Columbia.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  ton¬ 
ing . 240.00 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  our  nation’s  first  commemorative  half 
dollar . 795.00 

The  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  was  intended  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  400th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  great  explorer 
in  America  (whether  he  “discovered”  America  is  another  ques¬ 
tion  entirely).  However,  building  plans  proceeded  more  slowly 
than  anticipated,  and  it  was  not  until  1 893,  the  40 1  st  anniversary 
of  the  event,  that  the  fair  was  ready  to  function.  The  1892 
Columbian  half  dollars  were  distributed  at  the  very  end  of  the 
1 892  year  and,  mostly,  in  1 893.  Had  the  fair  not  opened  late,  the 
mintage  would  have  been  limited  to  1892-dated  pieces. 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Iridescent,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Doubling  plainly  seen  in  the  reverse 

peripheral  legends  and  date . 270.00 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  270.00 
1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.270.00 

1892  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  280.00 
1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 280.00 
1893  Columbian.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  99.00 
1893  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .99.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..45.00 
1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  pastel 

toning . 735.00 

This  issue,  depicting  the  Charter  Oak,  is  one  of  the  scarcer 
varieties  of  the  decade.  Distribution  was  not  contrived  but,  rather, 
primarily  followed  its  intended  purpose,  to  celebrate  an  anniver¬ 
sary.  Pieces  have  been  fairly  scarce  since  the  time  of  issue,  and  we 
do  not  recall  ever  having  had  a  quantity  of  them  at  one  time. 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.245.00 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  specimen 

with  attractive  toning . 695.00 

Dated  1936,  this  issue  was  minted  in  1937  to  observe  a 
1938  anniversary! 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces 


with  strong  cartwheel  lustre . 695.00 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335.00 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with 
deep  golden  brown  toning  in  places . 335.00 


1936  Delaware.  MS-63  Prooflike.  Brilliant.  325.00 
1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Eye  catching! 270.00 
1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385.00 

We  like  Elgin  halves,  and  have  been  trying  to  build  up  a 
small  stock  or  hoard  of  these,  say  1 00  or  so  pieces,  worthy  of 
doing  a  nice  spread  on  them  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 
However,  each  time  we  buy  five  coins,  four  are  sold  right 
away.  Now,  two  years  after  we  started  this  low-key  project,  we 
have  fewer  than  two  dozen  coins  on  hand. 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 240.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  brilliant  at 
the  centers,  with  rich  gold  at  the  rims.  ,v  240.00 

1936  Elgin.  AU-58 . .220.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 
specimen  with  attractive  toning . 749.00 

The  Civil  War-related  1936-dated  Gettysburg  half  dollar 
has  always  been  one  of  the  favorite  issues  of  the  year,  depicting 
as  it  does  soldiers  of  the  blue  and  gray  on  the  obverse  and 
emblems  of  the  two  conflicting  sides  on  the  reverse.  The  fact  that 
the  75th  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  was  not  until 
1938  did  not  deter  the  backers  of  this  issue,  who  were  eager  to 
cash  in  on  the  commemorative  boom. 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399.00 

Rare  192^  Grant  With  Star  50<£ 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 
pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces.  .  3,650.00 
In  the  1920s,  the  1922  Grant  With  Star  half  dollar  was  the 
key  rarity  in  the  series.  In  fact,  it  still  is,  especially  in  high  grades 
such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a  quantity  of  them  to 
promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  because  of  this  the  publicity  for 
the  issue  has  fallen  between  the  cracks.  Still,  it  has  a  very 
interesting  history,  and  the  addition  of  a  piece  such  as  this  to  a 
collection  is  a  very  worthwhile  acquisition.  In  general,  Dave 
Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt  ALWAYS  buy  Mint 
State  Grant  With  Star  half  dollars  with  excellent  aesthetic  quality 
(important  qualification  here)  when  they  can. 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
surfaces  exhibit  strong  cartwheel  lustre. 2,1 50.00 
1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  pleasing 
example  of  this  intriguing  issue.  Predominantly 
satin  gold  lustre  with  a  trace  of  light  blue-green 

along  the  obverse  rim .  1,025.00 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem 
specimen,  richly  toned  in  deep  shades  of  orange 
and  violet  at  the  rims.  A  beauty!  .  1,025.00 

The  grading  of  the  1 922  Grant  has  been  a  puzzlement,  and 
when  buying  one  of  these,  we  caution  you  to  disregard  commer¬ 
cial  attributions  and  concentrate  instead  upon  your  own  feelings 
and,  equally  important,  the  overall  aesthetic  value.  While  this 
presently-offered  coin  meets  MS-65  criteria,  in  our  opinion  (our 
else  we  wouldn’t  have  bought  it),  it  has  been  our  experience  there 
are  quite  a  few  pieces  “out  there"  in  the  market  that  fall  far  short 
of  the  goals. 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 440.00 
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1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 440.00 
1922  Grant.  No  Star.  AU-58  (PCI) . 85.00 

Gem  1928  Hawaiian  503 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  2,950.00 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 2,950.00 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,995.00 


1935  Hudson.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces 
with  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning.  1,685.00 

Distribution:  10,000  coins,  all  from  one  mint. 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 875.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  lightly 

toned  gem! . 840.00 

In  MS-65  grade,  with  excellent  aesthetic  appeal,  the  1924 
Huguenot  is  one  of  the  tough  issues  of  the  series.  Quite  a  few  of 
the  certified  pieces  we  have  encountered  at  various  conventions 
and  elsewhere  have  been  toned  or  stained.  Probably  not  one  out 
of  10  pieces  of  this  variety  meet  our  standards. 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .235.00 
1924  Huguenot.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  235.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-63.  Light  gold . 1 15.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem!  199.00 
1946  Iowa.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 90.00 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115.00 

A  tale  of  two  cities:  The  residents  of  Concord  suggested 
the  motif  for  one  side  of  this  coin,  those  of  Lexington  the 
other. 

1925  Lexington.  AU-58 . 80.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  and 

attractively  toned.  Scarce  so  nice! . 699.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light 

toning . 240.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-55 . 81.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-50 . 79.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  510.00 

All  in  the  family:  Designed  by  Howard  Kenneth  Weinman, 
son  of  Adolph  A.  Weinman  (who  created  the  1916  Mercury 
dime  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar). 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem. 

Iridescent  surfaces  with  gold  toning . 510.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1 19.00 
1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 19.00 
1936  Long  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  85.00 
1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  69.00 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 319.00 

Carter  Glass,  a  Lynchburg  native  and  quite  alive  U.S. 
senator  is  featured  on  this  popular  issue,  although  he  is  said 
to  have  spoken  out  against  the  appearance  of  living  persons  on 
American  coinage. 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  Lightly  toned . 210.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  210.00 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  195.00 


1936  Lynchburg.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 190.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  AU-55 .  175.00 


1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  attrac¬ 


tive  light  toning .  825.00 

We  have  always  found  the  1 920  Maine  to  be  one  of  the  most 
difficult  commemoratives  to  locate  in  high  grades,  especially 
MS-64  and  MS-65.  Most  were  handled  carelessly  at  the  time  of 
issue,  and,  thus,  relatively  few  have  survived. 

1920  Maine.  AU-50 . 79.00 

1 934  Maryland.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem.  Pale 

rose  toning  highlights  on  the  obverse,  nearly  full 
brilliance  on  the  reverse . 495.00 

At  the  time  of  release,  this  issue  was  distributed  widely. 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lightly  toned 

gem . 495.00 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225.00 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..225.00 
1934  Maryland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .225.00 
1934  Maryland.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  165.00 
1934  Maryland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  160.00 

1921  Missouri.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

beautiful  example  of  this  issue.  Difficult  to  find 
choice  in  this  grade . 780.00 

1921  Missouri.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty 
with  splashes  of  iridescent  rose  and  gold  on  both 
sides.  An  attractive  coin . 780.00 


Outstanding  1923-S  Monroe  5(K 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice. 
Highly  lustrous  surfaces  with  warm  golden  toning 
highlights . 2,875.00 

The  1923-S  Monroe  is  very  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State 
grades  and  also  at  high  AU  levels.  However,  in  MS-65  grade  it 
emerges  as  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of  the  series. 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous. ...  460.00 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (NGC).  Gorgeous  light 


golden  toning . 460.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 129.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-58 . 45.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 42.00 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty 
surfaces .  560.00 


New  Rochelle,  immortalized  as  being  Forty-Five  Minutes 
From  Broadway'in  a  song  by  George  M .  Cohan,  is  home  to  the 
Westchester  County  Coin  Club,  sponsor  long  ago  of  this 
issue. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 410.00 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with 

attractive  light  toning .  550.00 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces 

evenly  toned .  545.00 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-63.  Brilliant .  535.00 

1936Norfolk.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive palegolden 

toning .  535.00 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1926  marks  the  first  year  of  the  long-lived  Oregon  Trail 
series,  the  distribution  of  which  changed  during  the  course  of 
years,  as  mintages  progressed  in  an  almost  aimless  manner 
When  all  was  said  and  done,  production  extended  well  over  a 


decade.  Members  of  the  Society  for  United  States  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  took  a  poll  a  few  years  ago  as  to  their  favorite  design,  and 
this  won.  Because  of  this,  Dave  Bowers  used  it  as  his  cover  motif 
on  his  book  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia.  Today,  assembling  a  complete  set  of  1926-1939 
Oregon  T rail  halves  is  an  enjoyable  challenge.  The  present  offering 
will  give  you  a  flying  start.  And,  all  are  choice  quality. 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1926  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185.00 

1926  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1926  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 

toning . 295.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  195.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  140.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 109.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  AU-55.  Richly  toned  in  shades  of 

deep  gold . 105.00 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280.00 

Only  6,028  were  minted!  The  Oregon  series  is  replete 
with  numerous  low-mintage  varieties. 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 280.00 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280.00 

1928  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210.00 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .495.00 

Only  5,008  were  struck! 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 

toning . 495.00 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .435.00 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  435.00 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425.00 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 

toning . 425.00 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .245.00 
1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  245.00 
1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  225.00 
1936  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

Mintage:  10,006. 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210.00 

1936  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .270.00 

Mintage:  5,006. 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .210.00 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .289.00 

Mintage:  12,008,  a  low  figure  that  was  actually  the 
highest  of  its  era! 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  With  attractive 

toning . 289.00 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 305.00 

Mintage:  6,006  coins. 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289.00 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  475.00 

Mintage:  6,005  coins. 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .305.00 

Mintage:  6,006  coins. 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .299.00 
1938-S  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .289.00 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 810.00 

Tiny  mintage  figure  of  3,004  coins. 

1939  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  iridescent 
rose  and  champagne  toning . 61 5.00 
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A  Special  Offer  for  You  From  Bowers  and  Merena 

Join  our 

Commemorative  Coin  Club ! 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


DAYTIME  PHONE 


O  Visa  □  MasterCard  O  AmEx 


Build  a  truly  meaningful 

commemorative  collection  in 

the  most  convenient  and 
enjoyable  way — through  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  Commemorative  Coin 
Club!  Classic  commemorative  coins  of 
the  early  1892-1954  era  are  among  the 
most  popular,  most  fascinating 
collectibles  in  all  of  numismatics.  Their 
affordable  beauty  and  rich  historical 
importance  make  them  one  of  the  most 
sought-after  series. 

Our  Commemorative  Coin  Club 
is  the  ideal  way  for  you  to  explore  the 
fun  and  excitement  of  commemorative 
collecting,  through  a  convenient 
personalized  monthly  program. 

Let  us  design  a  monthly  program, 
tailor-made  just  for  you. 

•  You  decide  the  grade  range  you 
want. 

•  You  decide  the  amount  you  wish  to 
spend  each  month. 

•  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the  finest 
coins  that  come  through  our  doors. 

•  You  will  receive  a  special  discount. 

•  Your  coins  will  be  hand-selected  by 
your  personal  account  representa¬ 
tive,  Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper 
(working  closely  with  Dave  Bowers 
and  Ray  Merena),  who  will  get  to 
know  you  and  your  individual 
collecting  preferences. 


Your  satisfaction  is  completely 
guaranteed!  If  you  are  not 

completely  delighted  you  can 
return  the  coin  within  30  days  for  an 
instant  refund.  You  may  cancel  your 
membership  at  any  time. 

Bonus  Offers: 

•  Join  the  Commemorative  Coin  Club 
today  and  receive  A  Basic  Guide  to  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins  by  Michael  Hodder 
and  Q.  David  Bowers,  a  convenient  action 
guide  covering  the  entire  series.  (This 
bonus  book  is  yours  to  keep  FREE  if  for 
any  reason  you  cancel  your  membership!) 

•  You’ll  also  receive  a  coupon  worth 
$40  toward  your  next  numismatic  book 
purchase  (If  you  don’t  already  have  it,  we 
recommend  Q.  David  Bowers’  Commemo¬ 
rative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia) 

Let  the  Fun  Begin!  Send  us  the 
coupon,  and  your  enjoyment  will  begin  by 
return  mail!.  We  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you. 

Here 's  what  some  of  our 
current  members  have  to  say 

“First,  let  me  express  my  continued  satisfaction  with 
your  selections  for  my  commemorative  collection.  I  have 
yet  to  be  disappointed  and  sincerely  appreciate  the  time 
and  effort  you  have  put  into  acquiring  these  beautiful 
coins  for  me!" — -K.P. 

“What  a  wonderful  surprise  I  got  when  I  opened  the 
box  you  just  sent  me!  The  three  commems  were 
absolutely  gorgeous.  You  really  made  my  day!” — G.  C. 


Card  Number: 
Exp.  Date: _ 


Return  to:  Bowers  and  Merena 
Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


/  look  forward  to  helping 
you  build  a  beautiful  set 
of  commemoratives. 

— Gail  Watson 

I - 1 

|  Get  A  FREE  Book — Plus 

'  a  $40  Gift  Certificate 

□  Yes!  I  want  to  join  the  C.C.C.  Please 

I  have  Gail  or  Beth  call  to  discuss  my 
coin  preferences  and  monthly 
payment  amount. 

I  Q  Please  enroll  me  in  the  C.C.C.  for  a 

monthly  amount  of  $ _ . 

Enclosed  is  a  check  for  my  initial 
purchase  or  my  credit  card  authoriza¬ 
tion.  Please  send  my  coupon  worth 
$40  toward  my  next  numismatic  book 
purchase. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


UNITED  states  commemorative  coins 


1939-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  810.00 

Low  mintage  of  just  3,004  pieces.  Traditionally  one  of  the 
keys  to  the  entire  commemorative  series. 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  from 
the  final  year  of  Oregon  coinage . 615.00 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning 

on  lustrous  surfaces . 615.00 

Production  quantity  of  just  3,005  pieces,  making  it  a  rarity 
from  the  very  day  of  coinage. 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny 
surfaces  with  warm  golden  toning . 590.00 


Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pac  50C 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  2,795.00 

This  particular  issue  represents  American  20th-century 
numismatic  art  at  one  of  its  classical  peaks,  showing  as  it  does  an 
allegorical  figure  of  Columbia  standing,  with  other  emblems  of 
the  event  being  commemorated.  The  franchise  for  distributing 
commemorative  coins  for  the  1915  Panama-Pacific  Interna¬ 
tional  Exposition  was  giyen  to  Farran  Zerbe,  past  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  and  a  well-known  entrepre¬ 
neur.  Zerbe  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  promoting  coins,  and 
making  money  by  selling  coins  and  souvenirs.  Not  only  did  he 
set  up  at  various  expositions  (beginning  with  the  Saint  Louis 
World’s  Fair  in  1 904),  he  also  traveled  around  the  United  States 
and  displayed  his  “Moneys  of  the  World”  cases  in  bank  lobbies, 
while  he  remained  nearby  to  appraise  coins  and  buy  them  from 
the  public.  Doubtless,  he  did  much  to  advance  the  popularity  of 
the  hobby  in  the  early  days.  The  highest  honor  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award,  is  named  for 
him. 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63.  Lightly  toned. 8 10.00 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive 

multi-color  toning . 810.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-50 .  189.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (NGC).  Pleasing  light  ton¬ 
ing . 795.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 80.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . 75.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 72.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,275.00 

The  mintage  of  this,  just  20,053  coins,  is  but  a  fraction 
of  its  1920-dated  counterpart. 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335.00 

1 92 1  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of 

pale  golden  toning . 335.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63 .  185.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Attractively  toned.  ...  1 10.00 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light 

toning . 380.00 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135.00 


1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  99.00 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  380.00 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly 

toned  surfaces .  380.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  135.00 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 135.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  ...  96.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 96.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant. ..  135.00 
1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS). ...  135.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 96.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS) .  289.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant .  270.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.270.00 
1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 

toning .  245.00 

1937  Roanoke.  AU-58 . 228.00 

1936  Robinson-Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 450.00 

The  obverse  of  the  1936  Robinson-Arkansas  half  dollar 
depicts  Senator  Joseph  T.  Robinson,  who  was  alive  at  the  time 
the  coin  was  produced.  The  designer  was  Enid  Bell,  of  Union 
City,  New  Jersey,  although  credit  to  her  has  been  conspicuously 
absent  in  most  commemorative  reference  books. 

1936  Robinson-Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 450.00 

1936  Robinson-Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  155.00 
1936  Robinson-Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 155.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  A  brilliant,  sparkling 

specimen  of  this  popular  issue . 11 5.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant . 85.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  85.00 

1935- S  San  Diego.  AU-58 . 69.00 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  As  we 

go  to  press,  we  have  a  nice  group  of  seven  gems  in 
stock.  Buy  one  for:  . 135.00 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant . 95.00 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant. 95.00 
1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  95.00 
1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  90.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 595.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  frosty 


gem .  595.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63  (NGC) . 189.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55 . 75.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55  (PCI) . 75.00 


1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  995.00 

Mintage:  Just  10,008  pieces.  Together  with  the  1928 
Hawaiian  and  1935  Hudson,  this  is  one  of  the  “big  three” 


types  in  the  series. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  ^NGC) . 915.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 240.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 240.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 89.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52.00 


1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 52.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-55 . 38.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185.00 


The  state  of  Texas  began  celebrating  its  1936  centennial  in 
1934  and  didn’t  stop  celebrating  it  until  1938!  For  some 
reason — perhaps  it  is  the  loyalty  of  Texans  to  their  own  coin¬ 
age — these  issues  have  always  been  popular.  There  is  something 
really  nice  about  putting  together  a  complete  date  and  mint  set 
from  1934  through  1938  inclusive. 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 15.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115.00 

1935  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1935  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 195.00 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  119.00 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Shades  of  iridescent 

gold . 119.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  1 19.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119.00 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  ton¬ 
ing . 295.00 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  1 15.00 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115.00 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1937  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119.00 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  beau¬ 
tiful  light  toning . 195.00 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  1 19.00 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 295.00 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1938  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

Mintage:  Just  3,780  coins. 

1938  Texas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1938  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 365.00 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475.00 

Mintage  of  just  3,775  pieces,  the  smallest  in  the  Texas  series. 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...475.00 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...395.00 
1938-D  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...365.00 
1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475.00 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365.00 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  465.00 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399.00 

1927  Vermont.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..235.00 

1927  Vermont.  AU-58.  Pale  golden  toning.  150.00 
1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  49.00 
1946  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

We  sit  on  the  sidelines  amazed  at  the  low  prices  of  Booker 
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T  Washington  and  Carver- Washington  half  dollars.  Compare 
their  mintages  to  modern  day  commemoratives,  and  these  issues 
of  the  1  WiOs  and  1950s  seem  to  be  great  rarities.  And  yet,  most 
of  them  can  be  bought  in  the  $100  range  or  even  far  less — this 


for  quality,  lustrous  coins!!! 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 21.00 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 21.00 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...75.00 
1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...20.00 

1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1 946- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 21.00 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95.00 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95.00 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95.00 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42.00 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  135.00 

1947-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1947-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...42.00 

1947-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  105.00 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 


What  will  probably  happen  is  that  after  all  of  our  discus¬ 
sion  about  the  low  market  prices  of  these  B.T.W.  halves,  is  that 
we  will  sell  out.  Anyway,  right  now  we  have  one  of  the  nicest 
stocks  of  quality  coins  we’ ve  ever  offered.  Mintageofthis  1948: 
only  8,005  coins.  By  the  way,  don’t  be  misled  by  the  higher 
mintages  of  the  year  before,  1 947.  It  is  quite  probable  that  only 


a  fraction  of  these  were  ever  distributed. 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65.00 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 


Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  of  these 
were  never  issued. 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...75.00 
1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...65.00 
1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...325.00 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65.00 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 


1949  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119.00 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85.00 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 80.00 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..119.00 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .119.00 
1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...85.00 
1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 295.00 

Mintage:  6,004, 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..295.00 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 


1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...  119.00 
1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..119.00 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 80.00 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450.00 

Mintage:  6,004  coins. 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 


1950  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52.00 

1950-D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75.00 

Mintage:  6,004  coins. 

1950-D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...75.00 

1950-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52.00 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...210.00 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 21.00 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65.00 

Mintage:  5 1 0,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65.00 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55.00 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...85.00 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85.00 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85.00 

Booker  T.  Washington 
Special  Offer 

We  will  do  our  part  to  help  you  form  a  set 
of  this  interesting  series.  Order  three  or 
more  different  Booker  T.  Washington 
(1946-1951)  and/or  Washington-Carver 
(1951-1954)  varieties,  grades  ofyour  choice, 
and  take  a4%  discount  off  the  top.  Order  1 0 
or  more,  and  make  that  a  7%  discount! 
Note:  As  for  some  grades  we  only  have  one 
or  two  in  stock,  we  would  really  appreciate 
alternate  choices  when  you  order.  Offer 
subject  to  discontinuation,  so  order  early. 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  425.00 
1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .  269  00 
1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .240.00 
1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  240.00 
1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 219.00 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  .210.00 
1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 240.00 

Some  readers  may  recall  1 984,  when  we  handled  the  numis¬ 
matic  effects  of  Walter  P.  Nichols,  original  distributor  of  the 
York  half  dollars.  Included  in  our  auction  sale  of  his  coins  were 
some  pieces  that  had  never  been  released. 

1936  York.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240.00 

1936  York.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  ..219.00 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

We  offer  a  selection  of  choice  gold  dollars  and 
quarter  eagles  from  the  early  series. 

1922  Grant  No  Star  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper  spot  is  noted 
between  the  L’s  of  DOLLAR.  Very  attractive 


overall .  1,895.00 

Gem  1904  Lewis  &  Clark  $1 


1 904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC) .  An 
aesthetically  appealing  little  gem . 3,950.00 

These  pieces  were  sold  to  visitors  at  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Centennial  Exposition  in  Portland,  Oregon.  Charles  E.  Barber 
created  the  designs.  Only  10,025  examples  were  issued. 

1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,450.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty. 
A  splendid  specimen . 1,195.00 

Thomas  Jefferson  was  president  at  the  time  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase. 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195.00 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,650.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,095.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,325.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,325.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike 
obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 995.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  995.00 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty 

devices  with  satiny  fields.  A  desirable  issue  with  a 
mintage  of  just  5,000  pieces.  A  prize  for  the 
advanced  collector .  1,495.00 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 950.00 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC) . 
Brilliant .  1,595.00 

Designed  by  Charles  Keck. 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Attractive  lustrous  example .  1,595.00 

1 9 1 5-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 

Brilliant . 1,195.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64 
(NGC).  Brilliant .  1,395.00 

Issued  to  commemorate  the  1 50th  anniversary  of  American 
independence.  J.R.  Sinnock  prepared  the  designs.  The  reverse 
depicts  Philadelphia’s  Independence  Hall. 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,395.00 

1 926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (NGC) . 

Brilliant . 795.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 795.00 
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John  Ray 
Sinnock 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


John  Ray  Sinnock  designed  many  coins  and  medals 
during  his  more  than  20  years  as  an  engraver  at  the  U.S. 


signed  by  John  Flanagan.  The  coin  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  a  one-year,  circulating  com¬ 
memorative,  but  proved  so  popular  that  it 
returned  as  a  regular  issue  in  1934. 

Apparently  Republicans  and  Democrats 
alike  were  satisfied  with  Sinnock’s  efforts, 
because  he  managed  to  keep  his  job  despite 
the  changing  political  scene.  Having  created 
medallic  portraits  of  Republicans  Coolidge, 
Herbert  Hoover,  and  T reasury  Secretary  An¬ 
drew  W.  Mellon,  Sinnock  went  on  to  engrave 
the  reverse  of  Democrat  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt’s  1941  inaugural  medal,  designed 
by  Jo  Davidson. 

On  Jan.  28,  1944,  Congress  authorized 
the  U.S.  government’s  Peary  Polar  Expedi¬ 
tion  medal  for  members  of  Robert  E.  Peary’s 
1 908-09  expedition  to  the  North  Pole.  The  obverse  of  the  medal 
depicts  Peary  wearing  an  Eskimo-style,  hooded  parka.  The 


Mint.  But  it  was  a  pair  of  Franklins — Benjamin  on  the  half  reverse  has  an  American  flag  and  a  pair  of  sled  dogs.  It  is 

dollar  and  Roosevelt  on  the  dime — that  brought  him  his  inscribed:  “Presented  in  the  Name  of  Congress  in  Recognition 

greatest  fame.  of  the  Efforts  and  Services  of  the  Peary  Polar  Expedition  of 

Born  in  Raton,  New  Mexico  Territory,  in  1888,  Sinnock  1908-09  in  the  Field  of  Science  and  for  the  Cause  of  Polar 

attended  the  Pennsylvania  Museum  of  Art  and  was  awarded  Exploration  by  Aiding  the  Discovery  of  the  North  Pole  by 

the  Mifflin  scholarship  for  advanced  study  and  travel  in  Admiral  Peary.’’ Below  the  inscription  is  a  space  for  the  recipient’s 


Europe.  He  returned  to  the  museum  to  teach 
for  eight  years,  and  in  1917  became  assistant 
medalist  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  working 
under  Chief  Engraver  George  T.  Morgan. 

Sinnock  resigned  in  1 9 1 9,  but  President  Calvin 
Coolidge  appointed  him  chief  engraver  in 
1925,  after  Morgan  died. 

One  of  Sinnock’s  first  assignments  was  to 
design  the  1926  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar 
and  quarter  eagle.  On  the  half  dollar’s  obverse, 
he  placed  the  busts  of  George  Washington  and 
Coolidge,  making  it  the  first  coin  to  picture  a 
living  president.  The  reverse,  derived  from 
artwork  by  Frederick  March  Lewis,  pictures 
the  Liberty  Bell.  The  quarter  eagle  portrays 
Miss  Liberty  and,  foreshadowing  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  halfdollar,  Independence  Hall.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  dies  for  both  denominations 
were  in  very  low  relief,  resulting  in  much  loss 
of  detail. 

On  April  28,  1930,  the  Yangtze  Service 
medal  was  established  for  members  of 
the  U.S.  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 
who  served  at  Shanghai  or  the 
Valley  of  Yangtze  in  1926-27, 
or  1930-32.  Sinnock  designed 
the  obverse  of  the  medal,  which  pictures  a 
Chinese  junk  with  its  sails  at  half  mast. 

The  Purple  Heart,  designed  by  Elizabeth 
Will  and  modeled  by  Sinnock,  was  authorized 
by  an  order  of  Feb.  22,  1932,  the  200th 
anniversary  ofWashington’s  birth.  The  medal 
originally  featured  Washington’s  profile  on  a 
purple  heart,  surmounted  by  the  first 
president’s  coat  of  arms.  Sinnock  also  engraved 
the  dies  for  the  1932  Washington  quarter,  de¬ 


name,  and  a  pair  of  snowshoes.  The 
medal  is  suspended  from  an  ivory 
ribbon  with  turquoise  stripes. 

On  Sept.  24,  1945,  the  U.S. 
Antarctic  Expedition  medal  was  au¬ 
thorized  for  members  of  Richard  E. 
Byrd’s  1939-41  government-spon¬ 
sored  expedition  to  the  South  Pole. 
Designed  by  Sinnock,  the  medal  has 
a  partial  map  of  the  Antarctic  on  the 
obverse,  and  the  inscription  “Sci¬ 
ence  Pioneering  Exploration.”  The 
recipient’s  name  is  engraved  on  the 
reverse. 

The  opportunity  to  design  coins 
for  circulation  came  late  in 
Sinnock’s  career.  In  the  1 930s,  Mint 
Director  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross  received 
many  letters  urging  the  use  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin’s  portrait  on  the 
cent,  probably  because  Franklin  was 
identified  with  the  maxim  “A  penny 
saved  is  two-pence  clear,”  often  mis¬ 
quoted  as  “A  penny  saved  is  a  penny 

_  earned.” 

In  1 939,  a  national  printers’  con¬ 
vention  endorsed  a  Franklin  dime,  an  idea  that  also  won  the 
support  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  In  the  summer  of  1939,  Rep.  Hamilton  Fish 
introduced  a  bill  “to  change  the  design  of  United  States  10-cent 
pieces  to  include  an  engraving  of  Benjamin  Franklin."  Laurens 
M.  Hamilton,  a  descendant  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  first 
U.S.  Treasury  Secretary,  was  credited  with  most  of  the  bill’s 
wording,  excerpted  herewith: 

“Whereas  the  secretaries  of  the  T  reasury  of  the  United  Stares 
have  seen  fit  in  the  past  to  honor  great  Americans  by  engraving 


John  Ray  Sinnock 
designed  many 
coins  and  medals 
during  his  more 
than  20  years  as  an 
engraver  at  the 
U.S.  Mint.  But  it 
was  a  pair  of 
Franklins — 
Benjamin  on  the 
halfdollar  and 
Roosevelt  on  the 
dime — that 
brought  him  his 
greatest  fame. 
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a  likeness  of  these  immortals  on  gold,  silver  and  copper  coins,  as  well  as 
currency  .  .  . 

Whereas  it  would  seem  just  and  proper  that  recognition  of  this  kind 
be  accorded  that  great  American  who  is  known  as  the  ‘Father  of  Thrift’ 
and  Irom  whose  untiring  efforts  many  of  the  pleasures  and  liberties 
which  we  enjoy  today  are  due  as  a  result  of  his  untiring  devotion  to 
public  service  as  a  statesman,  inventor,  educator  and  philosopher  .  .  . 

“Whereas  changes  have  recently  been  made  and  it  is  understood  are 
contemplated  in  the  design  of  different  coins  .  .  . 

“Therefore  be  it  resolved  .  .  .  that  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  change  the  design  of  the  10-cent  piece 
to  include  the  likeness  of  that  immortal  American,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
in  commemoration  of  the  great  service  he  rendered  to  this  nation  and 
to  mankind.” 

The  president-general  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Messmore  Kendall,  praised  the  legislation  as  “most  appropriate  and  in 
keeping  with  the  inspiration  which  Benjamin  Franklin’s  career  offers 
to  every  American  striving  to  achieve  success  in  life.” 

William  Guggenheim,  honorary  president  of  the  International 
Benjamin  Franklin  Society,  agreed:  “Franklin  is  our  greatest  American. 
Now  more  than  ever  we  should  follow  Franklin’s  sage  teachings.  His 
face  should  grace  the  dime.” 

Despite  the  pleas  of  prominent  individuals,  Congress  failed  to  pass 
the  bill.  During  World  War  II,  the  fasces  became  a  symbol  of  fascism, 


embroiling  the  dime  in  controversy.  In  1940,  the  New  Jersey  encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  endorsed  the  Franklin  dime  to 
“remove  from  10-cent  pieces  the  fasces  from  which  the  word  ‘fascism’ 
is  derived.” 

“The  cent  honors  the  memory  of  Lincoln,”  J.  Henry  Smythe  said  in 
a  radio  broadcast.  “Washington  decks  the  silver  quarter.  Jefferson’s 
head  and  home  are  minted  on  the  nickel.  Dr.  Franklin  would  be  a 
worthy  addition  on  the  dime.”  For  the  reverse  of  the  Franklin  dime, 
Smythe  suggested  a  depiction  of  the  Liberty  Bell  or  Torch  of  Liberty. 

Several  years  later,  Franklin  and  the  Liberty  Bell  did  turn  up  on  a 
new  coin,  but  it  was  a  half  dollar,  not  a  dime.  The  Torch  of  Freedom 
appeared  on  the  reverse  of  the  new  Roosevelt  dime,  placed  in  circula¬ 
tion  Jan.  30,  1946,  the  64th  anniversary  of  Roosevelt’s  birth.  Sinnock 
designed  both  coins,  but  died  on  May  14,1 947,  at  the  Marine  Hospital 
on  Staten  Island.  His  assistant,  Gilroy  Roberts,  put  the  finishing 
touches  on  the  half  dollar,  and  the  first  examples  were  released  in  April 
1948. 

After  Sinnock  died,  Matte  Proof  commemoratives  were  found 
among  his  possessions.  Sinnock  may  have  created  the  rarities  for  his 
own  collection  at  a  time  when  commemoratives  of  similar  quality  were 
not  available  to  the  public,  or  possibly  the  proofs  were  struck  as  sample 
or  test  pieces  to  show  the  designs  to  their  best  advantage  while  new  dies 
were  being  prepared.  Whatever  the  reason  for  their  creation,  they  are 
evidence  of  Sinnock’s  considerable  talent. 


Recently,  I  came  across  this  postcard 
illustrating  comedian  Harold  Lloyd,  who 
during  the  mid- 1920s  was,  arguably, 
America’s  best  loved  comic  on  the  screen. 
Perhaps  you  remember  such  classics  as  Safety 
Last  and  The  Freshman.  A  couple  of  years 
ago  at  a  film  festival  here  in  Wolfeboro,  I 
screened  a  number  of  Lloyd  films,  and  the 
modern  audience  laughed  just  as  much  as 
the  original  audience  must  have  over  a  half 
century  ago. 

In  his  retirement,  and  also  during  part  of 
his  professional  life,  Harold  Lloyd  lived  in 
Beverly  Hills,  CA.  At  the  time  I  also  lived 
there  (hardly  in  retirement — busy  at  the 
coin  business;  our  office  was  on  Hollywood 
Boulevard  in  Los  Angeles),  I  knew  Harold, 
whom  I  had  met  in  the  home  and  private 
theatre  of  my  friend,  Richard  Simonton. 
Dick  Simonton,  a  native  of  the  Pacific  North¬ 
west,  had  come  to  Los  Angeles  as  a  youth, 
secured  the  franchise  for  Muzak — piped  in 
background  music — and  went  on  to  make  a 
fortune  when  such  music  became  popular 
during  World  War  II  in  defense  plants  and 
later  in  many  other  places  as  well.  Dick  was 
a  man  of  many  interests.  In  1949  he  bought 
the  Delta  Queen  which  today  goes  up  and 
down  the  Mississippi  River  with  many  tour¬ 
ists  aboard. 

Anyway,  Harold  Lloyd  would  come  over 
to  Dick  Simonton’s  home  occasionally  to 


Coin  Story  -  Sort  Of 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


attend  Saturday  evening  gatherings  at 
which  old  films  would  be  projected.  I 
learned  that  Harold  had  in  his  home  an 
Aeolian  Duo- Art  pipe  organ — which  used 
paper  rolls.  There  was  only  one  problem: 
his  supply  of  rolls  was  nonexistent  or  very 
limited  (I  do  not  recall  which).  In  any 
event,  the  organ  certainly  could  use  more 
rolls,  he  said. 

As  luck  would  have  it,  I  learned  of  a 
group  of  paper  rolls  for  sale  in  Pasadena, 
bought  them,  and  with  Dick  Simonton 
presented  them  to  Harold  Lloyd  as  a  gift. 

Now  comes  the  numismatic  part  of 
the  tale:  In  the  1970s,  Harold  Lloyd 
passed  away.  Dick  Simonton  was  execu¬ 
tor  of  his  estate,  together  with  Harold’s 
attorney.  Not  too  long  after  that  I  no¬ 
ticed  the  auction  catalogue  of  a  competi¬ 
tor  featured  some  coins  from  “the  estate 
of  Harold  Lloyd.”  I  didn’t  even  know 
Harold  collected  coins  and,  indeed,  he 
only  had  a  few.  I  telephoned  Dick  about 
this  immediately,  and  Dick  said  some¬ 
thing  like,  “Oh,  would  you  have  liked  to 
have  auctioned  these  coins?  I  didn’t  think 
they  were  important  enough  for  your 
consideration.”  Oh,  well!  It  really  would 
have  been  fun  to  have  catalogued  the 
pieces,  no  matter  what  their  value  might 
have  been,  and  to  have  said  a  few  words 
about  my  friend,  Harold  Lloyd. 
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medals,  through  the  “magical”  powers  of  the 
reducing  machines  used  by  private  and  gov¬ 
ernment  mints. 

Renaissance  medals  were  modeled  directly, 
and  thus  their  richness  of  detail  was  designed 
and  executed  to  scale.  Using  the  technology 
of  the  reducing  machine,  modern  coinage 
instead  is  modeled  much  larger  than  actual 
size,  and  then  reduced  to  exactly  fit  the  size  of 
the  coin.  This  has  led  to  a  proliferation  of 
images  alien  to  coins,  to  a  ubiquitous  inclina¬ 
tion  to  heap  “tedious  detail  upon  irrelevant 
detail,”  in  the  words  of  Leonard  Baskin,  to 
produce  what  I  call  “picture  postcard”  effects. 

For  example,  on  a  coin  commemorating 
our  nation’s  independence,  one  might  see  10 
figures  huddled  around  a  table,  each  holding  a 
quill  in  his  eager  hand.  On  others  there  are  so  many  portraits  and 
symbols  crammed  into  the  miniscule  circular  shape  that  the  coins 
should  be  sold  with  a  magnifying  glass — like  the  condensed 
Oxford  English  Dictionary. 

Modern  technology  also  has  lessened  the  need  for  coin 
designers  to  have  any  training  whatsoever  in  the  art  of  coin 
design.  Not  surprisingly,  therefore,  many  of  the  designs  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  painters,  illustrators, 
etc.,  whom  mints  invite  to  design 
coins,  either  are  not  coinable  or 
produce  very  unsatisfactory  coins 
from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. 

Greek  coins,  such  as  those  from 
the  4th  and  5th  centuries  B.C., 
remain  the  archetypal  image  of 
coinage.  In  the  20th-century 
United  States,  then  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt  commis¬ 
sioned  sculptor  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens  and  others  to  produce 
new  coinage.  Roosevelt’s  vision 
called  for  coinage  so  beautiful  as 
to  rival  that  of  the  ancient  Greeks. 
Mint-produced  coins,  Roosevelt 
felt,  lacked  vitality  and  relevance 
to  what  he  perceived  as  an  emerg¬ 
ing  new  era  here  and  abroad.  The 
Peace  dollar  of  1921  by  Anthony 
de  Francisci  is  the  last  of  the  re¬ 
markable,  circulating  coins  pro¬ 
duced  to  meet  Roosevelt’s  chal¬ 
lenge.  In  my  view,  it  marks  the 
end  of  the  past  in  United  States 
coin  history. 

The  future  of  U.S.  coinage,  of 

to  witness  is  the  final  divorce  or  art  rrom  course,  already  is  with  us.  1  rue  to 

craftsmanship.  In  coinage,  modern  technology  did  much  to  our  advertising-age,  message-happy  environment,  United  States 

bring  about  the  ensuing  deprivation.  law  calls  for  multiple  inscriptions  on  commemorative  and 

The  richly  detailed,  thoroughly  sculptural  qualities  of  circulating  coins.  “United  States  of  America,  Liberty,  In 

great  Renaissance  medals  are  not  appropriate  models  for  late  God  We  1  rust,’  “E  Pluribus  Unum,  the  date,  and  the  denomi- 

20th-century  coinage.  For  one  reason,  medals  and  coins  are  nation  written  in  full  must  appear  on  each  of  our  coins.  In  the 

two  distinctly  different  art  forms.  case  of  the  1983  Olympic  silver  dollar  commemorative,  Con- 

Yet  the  distinction  between  the  two  has  become  blurred  in  gress  instructed  that  stars,  the  five  Olympic  rings,  and  the 

the  last  decade,  to  the  detriment  of  coinage  as  well  as  stamped  legends  Los  Angeles  and  XXIII  Olympiad  also  had  to  appear 


An  Artist's  View 
of  Contemporary 

Coinage 

by  Elizabeth  Jones 


The  following  is  from  The  Numismatist,  July  1994,  tran¬ 
scribed  verbatim.  Excerpted from  a  lecture  given  at  a  symposium 
in  Washington,  D.C.  (November  9,  1992),  organized  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  in  cooperation  with  the 
Smithsonian  Institution 's  National  Numismatic  Collection. 

In  view  of  my  convictions  as  a  sculptor  and  from  my 
experiences  and  observations  as  Chief  Sculptor/ 

Engraver  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  I  am  not  too  opti¬ 
mistic  about  the  prospects  of  well-designed 
coinage  in  the  United  States.  Admittedly  my 
standards  are  high. 

As  Francesco  Giannone,  one  of  my  profes¬ 
sors  at  the  Scuola  dell’Arte  della  Medaglia  in 
Rome,  stated, 

A  medal  or  coin  should  be  like  a  poem.  .  . 
in  the  sense  that  the  artist  must  express  the 
essence  of  his  or  her  ideas  with  clarity,  simplic¬ 
ity,  strength  and  elegance  in  the  small  space  of 
a  circle,  just  as  a  poet  must  subject  his  ideas  to 
the  constraints  of  an  established  form,  such  as 
the  sonnet. 

Poetic  expression  must  be  matched  by  “a 
perfect  understanding  of  technique,”  as  an¬ 
other  professor,  Renato  Signorini,  wrote  in  his 
preface  to  the  catalogue  of  one  of  my  exhibi¬ 
tions.  “This  knowledge,”  he  explained,  “is 
acquired  only  through  a  diligent  artisan  expe¬ 
rience,  particularly  in  evidence  during  the  Re¬ 
naissance,  when  there  was  ‘the  finest  wedding 
of  craftsmanship  and  art.’  ” 

Yet,  my  generation  has  seen  the  avant-garde 
become  mainstream  in  art,  styles  replaced  by 
trends,  and  “beauty”  become  an  expurgated 
term.  Another  development  we’ve  been  forced 
the  final  divorce  of  art  from 
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on  the  small  surtace  ol  the  coin  1  designed. 

My  vision  had  been  to  create  a  very  contemporary  coin  using  the 
classic  discobolos  to  symbolize  the  Olympic  games.  Because  I  wanted 
to  convey  a  sense  ol  motion,  I  superimposed  three  silhouettes  of  the 
discus  thrower,  as  it  frozen  in  three  successive  trames.  The  silhouettes, 
each  a  receding  flat  plane,  also  provide  a  level  of  contemporary 
abstraction,  which  I  reinforced  by  the  use  of  incuse  lines  to  indicate  the 
essential  anatomical  features. 

Even  though  the  result  won  an  international  “Coin  of  the  Year” 
award,  I  think  of  it  as  a  prime  example  of  how  a  promising  idea  was 
botched  by  rules  and  regulations  made  by  individuals  with  little  visual 
imagination  and  not  much  concern  for  the  end  product. 

Having  learned  my  lesson,  I  decided  to  claim  the  precedent  of  Saint- 
Gaudens,  and  limit  the  inscriptions  on  the  obverse  of  the  1986  Statue 
of  Liberty  half  eagle  to  “Liberty”  and  the  date.  The  composition 
achieved  is  totally  asymmetrical  and  almost  all  of  its  elements  run  right 
into  the  border.  These  are  characteristics  of  many  excellent  coins,  but 
they  will  not  be  found  anymore  in  our  present  coinage.  Why?  They  do 
not  comply  with  the  United  States  Mint’s  technical  guidelines  (in 
effect  since  1987)  for  artists  taking  part  in  invited  competitions. 

How  much  poorer  our  nation’s  iconography  would  be  had  such 
guidelines  existed  in  the  first  decades  of  this  century?  We  would  have 
been  deprived  of  the  powerful  image  of  the  Buffalo  nickel,  the  elegant 
Standing  Liberty  25-cent  piece,  the  Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold  piece,  the 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollar,  the  reverse  of  the  Peace  dollar  (the  obverse 
just  made  it).  The  Mint  would  argue  that  modern  production  runs  are 
so  much  larger,  it  is  impossible  to  mint  coin  designs  like  that  today.  I 
say  that  the  world’s  leading  industrial  nation  ought  to  be  able  to  mass 
produce  beautiful  coins. 

My  pessimism  about  the  prospects  of  well-designed  coinage  grows 
in  direct  proportion  to  the  worldwide  popularity  of  Proof  coins.  With 
their  mirrored  surfaces  upon  which  relief  elements  appear  to  float  in 
space,  Proof  coins  bring  new  meaning  to  the  term  “cookie  cutter.” 
Since  the  technical  virtuosity  of  achieving  a  bright,  shiny  surface 
overwhelms  every  other  feature  of  the  coins,  they  all  begin  to  look  alike. 
Anyone  who  has  spent  time  in  front  of  a  classic  relief  knows  that  its 
background  is  an  inseparable  part  of  the  sculpture — that  its  sculpted 
surfaces  depend  on  the  subtlest  differentiation  of  levels  and  the  nuances 


of  light  and  shadow. 

Undeniably  the  demand  for  Proof  coins  is  real.  In  my  mind,  the 
question  is  whether  public  institutions,  like  mints,  should  exploit  such 
opportunities,  or  whether  they  should  leave  them  to  private  business, 
where  the  competitive  climate  at  least  will  prevent  fads  from  turning 
into  perennials.  I  have  my  doubts  whether  marketplace  or  committee 
room  can  pass  the  better  judgment  on  the  artistic  quality  of  a  coin 
design.  Still,  it  is  my  experience  that  both  regularly  underestimate 
consumers’  ability  to  judge  for  themselves.  In  other  words,  much  of  the 
“dumbing  down”  comes  from  above. 

Thus,  it  might  well  have  been  the  artistic  inferiority  of  a  1990  coin 
design  that  caused  the  first-ever  sales  loss  of  $1.1  million  for  an 
American  commemorative,  as  the  United  States  Mint  admitted  to  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  Consumer  Affairs  and  Coinage.  Perhaps 
collectors  are  not  as  gullible  as  the  Mint  previously  assumed.  Of  course, 
the  shortfall  also  might  be  attributed  to  the  Mint’s  saturation  of  the 
commemorative  coin  market. 

Coinage  has  been  debased  throughout  history.  In  our  own  time,  the 
main  cause  has  been  rising  metal  prices.  The  Coinage  Act  of  1965 
responded  to  this  problem  by  giving  the  United  States  “clad”  coins  to 
camouflage  the  elimination  of  silver  from  dimes  and  quarters.  Numer¬ 
ous  other  governments  solved  this  problem  by  introducing  bimetallic 
coins.  In  fact,  there  is  ancient  historical  precedent  for  this  solution. 
Some  archaeologists  believe  that  the  discovery  of  bimetallic  objects  in 
a  ninth-century  B.C.  excavation  in  Hasanlu  in  western  Iran  indicates 
“an  aesthetically  sensitive  environment”  in  which  experimentation  was 
encouraged. 

What  will  future  archaeologists  have  to  say  about  our  coins  and  our 
culture?  My  problem  is  quite  the  opposite  from  the  sort  archaeologists 
face:  I  am  dealing  with  a  subject  I  am  much  too  close  to — late  20th- 
century  coin  design.  I  admit  that  mine  is  a  declaredly  subjective 
viewpoint.  It  is  the  opinion  of  one  who  is  primarily  a  sculptor  and,  as 
such,  has  never  ceased  to  look  long  and  hard  at  all  kinds  of  art  from  all 
periods  and  parts  of  the  world.  I  understand  that  the  prevailing 
attitudes  of  those  in  power  will  not  be  modified  until  and  unless  our 
society  becomes  more  of  an  “aesthetically  sensitive  environment.”  All 
we  can  do  in  the  meantime  is  preserve  the  knowledge  of  standards  to 
keep  our  memory  of  artistic  and  creative  excellence  alive. 


Newly  Made  Money 
at  the  US.  Treasury 

This  scene  at  the  Bureau  of  Printing  and 
Engraving,  circa  1 904,  shows  employees  sort¬ 
ing  through  big  stacks  of  sheets  containing 
four  notes  each  of  the  $1  silver  certificates 
Series  of  1899.  Little  did  they  realize  that 
ninety  years  later  these  would  be  highly  col¬ 
lectible  items.  Before  distribution,  these 
sheets  were  cut  apart,  and  the  notes  were 
bundled.  The  few  sheets  that  survive  today 
were  acquired  as  souvenirs  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  not  through  general  distribution  at 
banks. 
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Glossy  1793  Wreath  Cent 

1793  S-8.  R-3.  Wreath  cent.  VF-35  BN  (NGC). 
Glossy  golden  brown  surfaces.  Both  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  show  excellent  centering.  Most 
major  design  features  show  bold  definition.  A 
thoroughly  attractive  and  desirable  example  of 
this  celebrated  one-year  design  type.  5,450.00 

The  design  is  attributed  by  tradition  to  Adam  Eckfeldt, 
who  for  many  years  was  the  Mint’s  chief  coiner. 

Finest  Known  1794 
Starred  Reverse  Cent 

1794  S-48.  Starred  Reverse  cent.  R-5.  EF-45 

(PCGS).  The  finest  known  specimen  of  what 
many  consider  to  be  the  most  famous  and  de¬ 
sired,  most  celebrated,  of  all  rarities  in  the  entire 
large  cent  series.  This  specimen,  which  we  en¬ 
joyed  as  it  went  through  our  hands  in  years  past, 
traces  its  pedigree  to  the  memorable  large  cent 
collection  of  John  W.  Adams,  later  being  a  part 
of  the  incomparable  Ted  N  aftzger  cabinet,  among 
other  owners.  Any  advanced  collection  of  large 
cents  is,  to  a  degree,  measured  by  the  quality  of 
its  1794  Starred  Reverse.  Once  this  example  is 
sold,  it  may  be  many  years,  if  ever,  before  it 
comeson  the  market  again.  Hence,  the  advanced 
specialist  and  connoisseur  has  a  truly  remarkable 
opportunity .  89,500.00 

The  Starred  Reverse  is  unique  in  that  it  has  94  five- 
pointed  stars,  finely  formed,  arranged  in  a  circle  around  the 
border,  interspersed  among  the  denticles.  The  reason  for  the 
addition  of  the  stars  has  never  been  explained  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  everyone,  although  there  have  been  many  conjectures 
ranging  from  “an  idle  hour  at  the  Mint”  (Dr.  William  H. 
Sheldon),  to  a  pattern.  Without  doubt,  the  variety  is  at  once, 
the  most  famous  and  the  most  enigmatic  of  the  cent  varieties. 
Indeed,  poems  have  been  written  about  this  coin,  and  even 
a  book  was  published  about  it!  “Collectors  mention  it  with 
religious  awe,"  noted  the  good  Dr.  Sheldon. 

Outstanding  Gem  1854  3<£ 

1 854  three-cent  piece.  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year 
of  the  elusive  Type  II  design.  Attractive  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  Sharply  struck,  and  especially 
desirable  as  such.  A  prize  item  ! . 5,475.00 

Gem  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 

1860  Pollock-315,  Judd-267.  Transitional  half 
dime.  Obverse  of  ’59,  reverse  of  ’60.  MS-64 
(NGC).  A  classic,  highly  desired  and  quite 
famous  rarity  in  the  half  dime  series.  A  far  above 
average  specimen  of  this  issue,  which  normally 
is  very  flatly  struck.  The  obverse  is  well  struck 
on  nearly  all  stars  (the  stars  have  hollow  points; 
a  feature  of  the  1 859  year,  and  additionally  used 
only  on  this  1860-dated  transitional  half  dime, 


not  on  other  1860  pieces).  The  reverse  is  far 
above  average.  From  the  viewpoint  of  quality, 
this  piece  is  in  the  upper  10%  of  the  surviving 
specimens . 7,950.00 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  just  100 
of  these  were  struck.  This  is  sometimes  known  as  the  “state¬ 
less”  half  dime  inasmuch  as  the  legend  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  appears  nowhere  on  the  coin! 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays  quarter.  MS-64  (NGC).  A 
sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous,  lightly  toned 
gem.  An  outstanding  example  of  this  design, 
produced  only  this  year.  Essential  for  a  type  set. 
The  connoisseur  will  like  this  one! ..  5,375.00 

Arrows  at  the  date  on  the  obverse  and  rays  surrounding 
the  eagle  on  the  reverse  were  added  to  quarters  (and  half 
dollars)  minted  in  conformity  to  the  Mint  Act  of  Feb.  21, 
1853.  In  1854,  the  reverse  rays  were  dropped  on  both 
denominations,  thus  isolating  the  1 853  as  the  only  year  of  its 
design  type. 

1836  Reeded  Edge  half  dollar.  EF-40.  A  prized 
rarity,  one  of  just  1 ,200  Reeded  edge  half  dollars 
coined  in  1836.  Choice  for  the  grade,  with 
attractive  rose  toning  highlights  at  the  rims.  A 
nice  coin  for  the  specialist .  1,950.00 

Blazing  Gem  1839-0  50c 

1839-0  Capped  Bust  half  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
A  superb  coin,  a  breath  takingly  beautiful  gem! 
The  surfaces  are  lustrous  and  frosty,  with  just 
a  whisper  of  light  toning.  Over  the  years  we 
have  handled  several  hundred  1839-0  half 
dollars,  and  we  can  unhesitatingly  say  that 
this  coin  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence 
anywhere — in  the  top  1%  of  all  survivors! 
Added  to  its  rarity  are  the  appeals  of  its  having 
an  obverse  mintmark  (used  only  on  1838-0 
and  1839-0  among  half  dollars  of  this  era) 
and  its  being  a  member  of  that  short-lived 
two-year  type  with  Capped  Bust  obverse  and 
reverse  reading  HALF  DOL.  If  you  appreci¬ 
ate  quality,  beauty,  and  rarity  wrapped  up  in 
a  single  coin,  this  is  it! .  13,950.00 

Sharp  and  Beautiful  1795  $1 

1795  Bowers-Borckardt-18.  Flowing  Hair  dollar. 
EF-45  (NGC).  A  very  rare  and  historically  fasci¬ 
nating  variety  with  silver  plug  at  the  center  (see 
footnote),  although  we  haven’t  factored  this  into 
the  price.  Medium  gray  toning  over  well  struck 
surfaces.  A  very  attractive  coin  from  every  aspect. 
This  piece  will  be  ideal  for  your  type  or  date  set, 
and  has  the  added  attraction  of  being  a  “special 
silver  center”  1795  dollar .  5,450.00 

Slightly  underweight  planchets  for  1795  silver  dollars  were 
drilled  at  the  center  (using  the  same  technology  employed  at  the 
Mint  to  make  the  famous  1792  silver-center  cents),  a  slightly 


larger  silver  plug  was  inserted  to  increase  the  weight,  and  then  the 
planchet  was  stamped.  Today,  a  few  1795  silver  dollars  show 
traces  of  this  plug.  On  the  present  specimen,  the  traces  can  be 
seen  on  the  reverse  under  the  eagle’s  head .  The  Guide  Book  ofU.S. 
Coins  now  lists  this  variety  separately  and  values  it  the  highest  of 
any  coin  of  the  type. 

Outstanding  1797  BB-73  $1 

1797  BB-73. 9x7  Stars.  Small  Eagle.  Large  Letters 
dollar.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin,  one  of 
the  finest  we  have  ever  offered!  Much  original 
lustre  remains.  One  of  the  most  significant 
1797  dollars  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent 

years . 9,750.00 

Silver  dollars  in  the  year  1797  have  achieved  a  special 
fame  all  of  their  own,  because  there  are  just  three  die  varieties 
(BB-71,  BB-72,  and  BB-73)  and  because,  for  some  reason, 
relatively  few  exist  in  grades  above  EF,  and  even  EF  coins  are 
rare.  The  offering  of  this  AU  piece  must  be  regarded  as  truly 
exceptional,  an  opportunity  that  may  not  recur  for  a  long 
time. 

Mint  State  1848  Rarity 

1848  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice 
example.  Often  a  span  of  years  will  elapse 
between  our  offerings  of  an  1848  of  this  re¬ 
markable  quality . 6,295.00 

1848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
15,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 

Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 

1858  dollar.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
toning.  An  ideal  combination  of  high  technical 
grade,  high  rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal-all  you  could  desire  in  a  classic  1858 
dollar.  The  1858  stands  alone  as  the  single 
Philadelphia  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  struck 
only  in  Proof  finish;  no  examples  were  ever 
made  for  circulation .  11,500.00 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure 
is  approximately  one-third  that  of  the  famous  1895  Proof 
Morgan  dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier, 
attrition  has  increased  the  difference  even  more. 

1922  High  Relief  Proof  Rarity 

1922  High  Relief  dollar.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC). 
High  relief  as  in  1921,  and  completely  unlike 
the  regular  1922  issue.  In  terms  of  absolute 
rarity,  the  1922  High  Relief  eclipses  the  famous 
1804  silver  dollar.  The  present  specimen  is 
beautiful  in  its  appearance,  and  of  unques¬ 
tioned  rarity  and  desirability .  49,500.00 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck,  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition, 
R.W.  Julian  reports  that  35,401  business  strike  1922  High 
Relief  dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were  not 
released.  One  worn  example  is  known,  and  may  be  from  the 
business  strike  production. 
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Pattern  Coins 

1854  Pollock-187,  Judd-160.  Rarity-4.  AU-58 
(PCGS) .  875.00 

Obverse  with  Liberty  Head,  reverse  with  wreath.  A  smaller 
version,  without  obverse  stars,  of  the  standard  “large"  cent  of  the 
period,  one  of  the  experiments  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  to 
reduce  the  size  of  the  copper  cent. 

Gem  1858  Indian  Cent 


1858  pattern  cent.  P-259,  J-208.  Indian  Head, 
exact  type  of  1859.  R-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
brilliant  attractive  specimen  of  the  famous  1858 
transitional  Indian  cent.  Obverse  with  Indian 
head,  identical  to  that  used  in  1859,  except  for  the 
date.  Reverse  with  laurel  wreath  of  1859.  Far  rarer 
than  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Quality-wise, 
this  piece  is  in  the  top  10%  of  the  examples  we 
have  seen  over  the  years.  Look  at  it,  buy  it,  and  it 
will  be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection  of  small 
cents . 2,400.00 


1859  pattern  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of  1859, 
reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Popular  transi¬ 
tional  variety  having  the  reverse  design  with  oak 
wreath  and  shield  adopted  in  1860.  Partially  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  blue  and  lilac.  Nice 
eye  appeal .  1,995.00 

The  last  edition  of  The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Corns,  1957  listed  this  particular  variety  among  regular  Indian 
cent  issues,  possibly  drawing  from  the  rationale  that  pieces  were 
made  with  business  strike  (Mint  State)  surfaces  rather  than  Proof 
finish. 

Order  it  today 
Enjoy  it  tomorrow 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  about  our  overnight  Federal  Ex¬ 
press  service.  Just  $  1 0  on  orders  under  $300; 
FREE  above  that  amount.  Shipments  to 
street  addresses  anywhere  in  the  USA! 


Gem  Pattern  P-1424  Trade  $1 


1873  P-1424,  J- 128 1 .  Pattern  trade  dollar.  Proof- 

64  (PCGS).  Silver,  plain  edge.  J. A.  Bailly’s  obverse 
depiction  of  Miss  Liberty,  head  facing  left.  Reverse 
with  perched  eagle  and  shield  adapted  from  the 
1 872  Amazonian  issues.  Mirror  surfaces  with  gor¬ 
geous  light  lilac  iridescent  toning . 4,950.00 

Hard  Times  Tokens 

Our  offering  includes  many  interesting  pieces  from 
this  1832-1844  series.  Low  numbers  (from  Lyman  H. 
Low’s  book,  Hard  Times  Tokens)  are  given  as  are  “HT” 
numbers,  the  latter  from  Russell  Rulau’s  new  Stan¬ 
dard  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900  (also 
appearing  in  his  earlier  study,  Hard  Times  Tokens 
1832-1844. 

1833  Low-5,  HT-7.  Jackson.  Rarity-5.  EF-45.  Ob¬ 
verse  with  portrait  of  Jackson  within  wreath. 
Reverse  with  eagle  and  large  shield  within  wreath. 
Period  afterN.  ofNEW  ORLEANS.  Very  sharply 
detailed . 985.00 

1833  L-5A,  HT-8.  Rarity  6.  VG-8/F12.  No  period 

after  N  in  NEW  ORLEANS . 460.00 

1834  L-6,  HT-14.  Whig  Victory.  R-4.  EF-40.  “FOR 

THE  CONSTITUTION  HURRAH.”  Obverse 
with  fully  rigged  sailing  ship.  Reverse  with  inscrip¬ 
tion  re  political  victory.  Brass.  Attractive  light  yellow 
surfaces.  Very  slightly  off  center.  Very  prominent 
border  denticles,  as  always  seen . 975.00 

Dies  said  to  be  by  Robert  Lovett. 

Whig  Victory  L-7  Rarity 


1834  L-7,  HT-15.  Whig  Victory.  Rarity  7.  VF-30. 


Obverse  with  Liberty  cap  and  resplendent  rays. 
Reverse  with  fully  rigged  sailing  ship.  Copper.  A 
major  rarity  in  the  series . 3,500.00 

The  Liberty  Cap  and  Rays  design,  originally  on  Mexican 
coinage  of  the  early  19th  century,  proved  popular  and  was  used 
elsewhere,  including  on  Steam  Coinage  medals  and  pattern  gold 
dollars  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1836. 

1834  L-8,  HT-9.  MS-60.  Running  boar/Jackson. 

Anti-Jackson  token.  Copper . 195.00 

1834  L-15,  HT-28.  Seward.  R-2.  MS-60.  Obverse 
with  portrait.  Reverse:  eagle.  Brass.  Lustrous  light 
golden  surfaces.  One  of  the  finest .  1,495.00 

This  all-purpose  portrait  was  also  used  on  the  Gulian  C. 
Verplanck  token,  Low-16!  Seward,  from  Auburn,  NY,  was  one 
of  New  York’s  most  prominent  political  figures  in  the  mid- 1 9th 
century.  Today,  he  is  remembered  for  his  purchase  for  the  U.S. 
government  of  Alaska  from  Russia  for  $7,200,000,  an  action 
dubbed  “Seward’s  folly.” 

1834  L-16,  HT-30.  Verplanck.  R-2.  MS-60/63. 
Gulian  C.  Verplanck.  Reverse:  eagle.  Brass.  Light 
yellow  surfaces . 495.00 

Same  portrait  as  on  the  Low-1 5  Seward  token!  Gulian  C. 
Verplanck  was  well-known  in  New  York  state  politics  in  the 
era,  and  engaged  in  many  intellectual  pursuits,  including 
theology  and  the  study  of  Shakespeare.  Russ  Rulau  prints  his 
biography  on  p.  23. 

1 837  L- 1 7,  HT-3 1 .  R-3.  AU-50.  Illustrious  Predeces¬ 
sor.  Turtle  with  safe/running  mule.  Copper. 
Somewhat  prooflike.  Glossy  light  brown  surfaces. 
Suggestions  of  light  striking  at  the  centers,  as 
usually  seen .  550.00 

The  turtle  is  a  diamondback  terrapin  indigenous  to  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  area. 

1837  L-19,  HT-33.  MS-64  RB.  Turtle/mule.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck,  with  excellent  definition  of 
detail  (mule  hair,  diamondback  terrapin  carapace, 
etc.).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  surfaces.  ..  575.00 

1837  L-19,  HT-33.  AU-50 . 75.00 

1 837  L-23,  HT-37.  Liberty  Head  obverse  styled  after 
the  contemporary  American  cent.  NOT  ONE 
CENT  evasion  inscription  on  reverse.  R-4.  VF- 
30.  Pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces . 695.00 

This  is  the  Rulau  plate  coin  (p.  77),  ex  Benjamin  P.  Wright, 
M.D.,  Carl  Wurtzbach,  via  B.  Max  Mehl  to  Charles  Wilson,  and 
via  Sol  Kaplan  to  R.  Byron  White;  later  Rossa  &  T anenbaum  and 
Presidential  Coin  &  Antique  Co.  It  would  be  hard  to  imagine  a 
token  with  a  much  more  illustrious  pedigree! 

1837  L-30,  HT-45.  AU-50.  Liberty  Head  obverse.; 
NOT  ONE  CENT  reverse.  Rich  reddish-brown 
surfaces . 249.00 

There  is  an  entire  class  of  HTT  of  the  1837  era  with 
motifs  copied  from  contemporary  U.S.  large  cents,  struck  in 
copper,  and  of  cent  size.  The  collection  of  such  would  make 
an  interesting  addition  to  a  cabinet  of  regular  cents. 

1837  L-31,  HT-46.  EF-40.  Liberty  Head;  NOT 

ONE  CENT . 49.00 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  EF-45.  Liberty  Head;  NOT 

ONE  CENT . 165.00 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  EF-40 . 75.00 


Page  68 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 02 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  FOR  SALE 


1837  L-34,  HT-49.  VF-30.  Liberty  Head;  NOT 
ONE  CENT . 35.00 

1 837  L-47A,  HT-66A.  MS-63  RB.  Obverse:  Phoenix 
w/NOVr.  1837  below.  Reverse:  MAY  TENTH 
1837,  etc.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 275.00 

Dies  oriented  in  the  same  direction  (“medal  alignment”). 
On  May  1 0,  1 837,  most  large-city  Eastern  banks  suspended  the 
payment  of  specie  (coin).  On  Nov.  27,  1837,  a  meeting  of 
bankers  was  held  in  NYC  to  establish  a  date  for  payment 
resumption  (phoenix  rising  from  ashes  =  banking  once  again  on 
a  solid  or  coin-based  status).  However,  nothing  was  accom¬ 
plished.  This  piece  was  probably  struck  between  December  1837 
and  April  1838. 

1837  L-49,  HT-73.  EF-45.  HALF  CENT 
WORTH  OF  PURE  COPPER . 125.00 

This  is  a  significant  HTT  for  two  reasons:  1 .  It  is  listed 
in  the  Guide  Book  of U.S.  Co/nramong  regular-issue  half  cents 
(as  over  the  years  many  half  cent  specialists,  lacking  a  federal 
issue  of  this  date,  have  opted  to  acquire  this  token).  2.  It  is  the 
only  HTT  of  the  half-cent  denomination. 

N.D.  L-51,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-64  RB.  Jackson 
in  safe;  balky  mule  with  LL.D  inscribed  on  its 
flank . 350.00 

This  anti-Jackson  token  satirizes  the  doctorate  awarded 
to  Jackson  by  Harvard,  even  though  Jackson  was  not  a 
particularly  literate  man. 

1837  L-51,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-63  RB . 295.00 

1837  L-51,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-60 .  139.00 

1 838  L-54,  HT-8 1 .  MS-60  RB.  1 838  anti-slavery  motif. 

Slave  in  chains,  kneeling.  AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN 
&  A  SISTER.  Rev.  imitation  of  contemporary  large 
cent.  Backward  N  in  UNITED.  Extraordinarily  nice 
condition;  most  pieces  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  range, 
with  an  occasional  AU .  695.00 

A  great  deal  of  folklore  has  appeared  in  print  about  this 
HTT  over  the  years,  including  stories  that  they  were  used  as 
passes  on  the  Underground  Railroad,  and  that  they  are  of 
extreme  rarity  with  just  a  few  known.  Back  issues  of  The 
Numismatist  reprint  a  number  of  relevant  old-time  press 
clippings.  In  actuality,  while  scarce,  this  token  is  not  a  major 
rarity.  It  is  doubtful  that  it  was  issued  for  purposes  other  than 
a  cent  substitute  in  an  era  when  federal  coins  were  scarce 
(following  the  Panic  of  1837). 


1838  L-54,  HT-81.  VF-35 . 110.00 

1 838  L-54,  HT-8 1 .  VF-20 . 75.00 


Famous  Low  54A  “Man  &  Brother”  Rarity 


1838  L-54A,  HT-82.  R-8.  EF-40.  AM  I  NOT  A 

MAN  AND  A  BROTHER,  of  the  same  general 
style  as  low-54  (AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  AND  A 
SISTER).  One  of  just  three  known  to  us.  From 
our  Spring  Quartette  sale,  March  1992,  Lot  45, 
there  to  a  New  York  buyer  and  subsequently 
resold,  now  offered  for  sale  by  us.  This  piece  traces 
its  earlier  pedigree  to  the  cabinet  of  John  C. 
Lighthouse,  of  Rochester,  NY.  For  many  years  this 
has  been  recognized  as  the  ultimate  Hard  Times 
token.  The  capstone  to  an  advanced  cabinet.  The 
present  opportunity  may  not  be  repeated  for  a 


long  time . 29,700.00 

The  obverse  is  a  close  copy  of  the  well-known  L-54,  HT-8 1 , 
AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  &  A  SISTER,  now  with  AM  I  NOT 
A  MAN  &  A  BROTHER.  The  reverse  is  dated  1 838,  is  inspired 
by  the  contemporary  large  cent,  but  is  of  a  different  die;  the  dies 
for  both  varieties,  L-54  and  54A,  were  undoubtedly  by  the  same 
engraver. 

A  comparison  of  the  two  slaves  will  reveal  slightly  different 
conceptions.  The  female  on  L-54  had  a  shackle  around  her  wrist, 
with  the  chain  connected  to  a  ring  which  seems  to  be  implanted 
in  the  ground.  The  male  on  L-54A  has  a  shackle  on  his  wrist 
connected  by  a  chain  to  a  shackle  on  his  ankle,  a  system  of 
restraint  which  would  not  have  impeded  his  movement,  except 
for  a  matter  of  convenience. 

In  the  TAMS  Journal,  April  1 986,  Dr.  Ernest  Beerstecher’s 
superb  article  on  this  token  is  recommended  reading. 

N.D.  L-56,  HT-75.  Holed,  as  issued.  EF-45. 
Martin  Van  Buren  portrait;  eagle  over  safe. 

Copper .  295.00 

1841  L-58,  HT-16.  VF-35.  Daniel  Webster  inscrip¬ 
tion,  ship.  NOT  ONE  CENT  on  rev . 39.00 

1833  L-76,  HT-153.  MS-60.  American  Insti¬ 
tute;  Robinson’s  Jones  &  Co.  of  Attleboro, 
MA .  295.00 

1833  L-76,  HT-153.  EF-40 . 45.00 

1834  L-77,  HT-348.  Rarity-5.  VF-20.  Bucklin’s  In¬ 

terest  Tables.  Troy,  NY.  Inscriptions  on  both 
sides.  From  crudely  engraved  dies,  as  are  all  Bucklin- 
related  issues . 675.00 

1835  L-89,  HT-349.  Rarity  5.  VG-8-F-12.  Bucklin’s 
Interest  Tables.  Troy,  NY.  Obverse  with  a  crude 
Miss  Liberty  head;  rev.  with  wreath  and  inscription. 
Always  lightly  struck.  Naive  diecutting. ...  575.00 

1835  L-93,  HT-355.  F-15.  Bucklin’s  Bookkeeping/ 
Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Struck  from  crudely 
fashioned  dies  (and  all  the  more  interesting  there¬ 
fore).  Scarce  in  all  grades . 195.00 

Dies  by  True  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  and  signed  under  the  date. 

1837  L-95,  HT-291.  VF-30.  Merchants’  Exchange, 

old  building  with  multistory  cupola . 30.00 

1837  L-97,  HT-293.  EF-40.  Merchants’  Exchange, 

old  building  with  multistory  cupola . 37.00 

1837  L-97,  HT-293.  VF-30 . 30.00 

1837  L-97,  HT-293.  VF-20 . 20.00 

1837  L-98,  HT-294.  AU-50.  Merchants’  Exchange, 
new  building  with  Pantheon-like  dome.  ..  75.00 

1837  L-98,  HT-294.  EF-40 . 45.00 

1837  L-98,  HT-294.  VF-30 . 25.00 

1 835  L- 1 00,  HT -217.  VF-25 .  Walsh’s  General  Store, 

Lansingburgh,  NY . 35.00 

1836  L-104,  HT-155.  Misstruck.  EF-40.  R.&W. 

Robinson,  Attleboro,  MA . 40.00 

1836  L-104,  HT-155.  VF-30 . 25.00 

1 837  L- 1 07,  HT-219.  EF-40.  Henry  Anderson,  NYC. 

Boot  motif. . 40.00 

1837  L- 111,  HT-240.  AU-50.  Centre  Market, 
NYC . 65.00 


The  Centre  Market  is  depicted  as  being  in  a  Grecian 
temple-like  building  (somewhat  similar  to,  but  more  classical 
than  the  Quincy  Market  standing  today  in  Boston). 

1837  L- 1 12,  HT-243.  EF-40.  H.  Crossman,  NYC. 

Liberty  Head  obverse,  umbrella  reverse.  ...75.00 
1 837  L-122,  HT-283.  EF-40.  George  A.  Jarvis,  NYC 

wine  and  tea  dealer . 69.00 

1837  L-122,  HT-283.  VF-25 . 49.00 

1837  L- 1 23,  HT-284.  EF-45.  George  A.  Jarvis, 

NYC . 59.00 


1837  L-124,  HT-194.  VF-25.  William  Simes  &  Co., 
Portsmouth,  NH;  muling  with  Nathaniel  March 

of  the  same  city . 18.00 

1837  L- 1 25,  HT-289.  EF-40.  S.  Maycock  &  Co- 
NYC  mfr.  of  pencil  cases,  etc.  Liberty  Head  ob¬ 
verse . 80.00 

1837  L- 1 26,  HT-290.  VF-20.  S.  Maycock  &  Co- 
NYC.  Obv.  with  perched  eagle  surrounded  by 

stars,  date  1837  below.  A  beautiful  die . 25.00 

1837  L- 1 29,  HT-169.  Roxbury  Coaches.  Boston, 
Mass.  VF-20 . 249.00 

Struck  in  Feuchtwanger’s  silver-appearing  alloy,  this  token 
was  used  for  fare  on  horse-drawn  omnibuses. 

1837  L- 1 39,  HT-464.  VF-20.  An  enigmatic  issue 
bearing  the  inscription  S.S.B.  and  date  1837; 
location  and  issuer  unknown.  R-6;  seldom  en¬ 
countered  in  any  grade . 995.00 

1837  L-140,  HT-334.  MS-63  RB.  Ezra  B.  Sweet, 
NYC  mfr.  of  kitchen  goods,  metal  products,  etc. 
Liberty  Head  motif,  one  of  the  closer  copies  of  the 

federal  cent  in  the  HTT  series . 475.00 

1835  L- 145,  HT-356.  Bucklin’s  Book  Keeping.  West 
Troy,  NY.  R-2.  VF-20 .  149.00 

Planchet  diameter:  28.5  mm.  Among  the  most  crudely 
struck  pieces  in  the  HTT  series.  Isaac  B.  Bucklin,  a  Troy 
schoolteacher  in  the  1 830s,  devised  an  instructional  course  in 
bookkeeping. 

The  Bucklin  copper  token  issues  are  scattered  all  over  the 
Low  listings,  as  they  were  described  by  Low  at  different  times.  In 
the  Rulau  Standard  Catalog  the  groupings  are  fairly  consistent 
and  more  easily  evaluated;  quite  probably,  we  will  change  our 
inventory  listings  in  a  future  issue  to  show  Rulau  (HT)  numbers 
first  and  Low  (L)  numbers  second. 

1841  L-150,  HT-202.  Gibbs.  Belleville,  NJ.  Rarity 
5.  EF-40.  Gibbs  was  a  token  mfr.  in  Belleville,  and 
issued  this  piece,  apparently  in  limited  numbers, 
to  advertise  his  trade .  1,295.00 

The  various  HTT  pieces  made  in  Belleville,  and  also  copper 
bouquet  sous  struck  there  for  circulation  in  Canada,  are  a 
fascinating  footnote  in  American  numismatics. 

1 835  L- 1 56,  HT -366.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son,  T roy,  NY. 
Rarity  6.  F-15.  Obv.  with  naively  engraved  Lib¬ 
erty  Head;  rev.  with  machine  screw . 595.00 

1837  L-171,  HT-70A.  Jackson  in  iron  safe.  Reverse: 
Mule  inscribed  LL.D.  R-3.  AU-58.  Gilt.  Brilliant, 

lustrous  surfaces . 695.00 

1840  L-172,  HT-75A.  Brass.  Van  Buren.  Reverse: 
Safe  with  eagle  above.  R-3.  AU-58.  prooflike. 
Holed  for  suspension,  as  usual.  Tiny  scratch. 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  for  only . 395.00 

1835  L-176,  HT-434.  VG-8-F12.  Gustin  &  Blake, 
Chelsea,  VT  hardware  store  and  metalsmiths. 

Wonderfully  crude  dies! . 950.00 

1840  L-180,  HT-205.  Bergen  Iron  Works,  Lake- 
wood,  NJ.  R-4.  AU-58.  Eagle  obverse,  clasped 

hands  reverse . 495.00 

1 835  L-284,  HT-368.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son.  Troy,  NY. 
R-2.  VF-30 . 225.00 

One  of  the  crudest-struck  tokens  in  the  series  (and, 
hence,  quite  fascinating). 

Washingtonia 

Baker-240C.  Washington  &  Lincoln.  EF-45.  White 
metal . 125.00 

Interesting,  as  the  word  REVERSE  appears  above  Lincoln’s 
portrait  on  the  reverse;  probably,  someone  sketched  Lincoln  and 
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heavily  and  yet  expanding  on  Low’s  work. 
Most  collectors  use  the  Low  numbers  where 
applicable. 

Almost  every  issue  has  subvarieties  be¬ 
cause  production  runs  were  small  and  new 
dies  were  cut  without  extreme  regard  for 
details.  Also,  popular  themes  were  repeated 
in  different  times  and  places. 

“I  take  the  responsibility,”  says  Andrew 
Jackson,  standing  in  an  empty  treasure  chest. 
(Low  44,  51,  52  and  171).  Martin  Van 
Buren’s  ship  of  state  has  tattered  sails  on  the 
obverse  of  a  coin;  the  reverse  shows  Henry 
Clay’s  sails  billowing.  (Low  58  through  66). 
“I  follow  in  the  steps  of  my  illustrious  prede¬ 
cessor,”  says  the  jackass  on  the  obverse  while 
the  reverse  shows  a  treasure  chest'  being 
From  about  1834  to  about  1844,  a  series  of  economic  borne  off  by  a  turtle.  (Low  17,  18,  19,  and  20).  To  avoid 
changes  brought  “hard  times.”  In  truth,  most  people’s  daily  charges  of  counterfeiting  many  varieties  bear  the  slogan  “Mil- 
lives  were  not  affected.  Also,  unlike  the  Great  Depression  lions  for  defense  NOT  ONE  CENT  for  tribute.”  The  tattered 


Hard  Times 
Tokens: 

America  Speaks 


by  Michael  E.  Marotta 


(1929-1941),  the  period  was  one  of  changes 
for  both  better  and  worse  over  the  short  term. 
The  event  that  defines  this  era  was  the  veto  of 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  by  Andrew  Jackson  in  1832. 

The  Bank  of  the  U.S.  was  slated  to  close  in 
1836,  but  Jackson  didn’t  wait.  He  withdrew 
Treasury  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.S. 
(Interestingly,  the  government  had  an  embar¬ 
rassment  of  riches  being  without  debt,  and 
holding  about  $16  million  in  surplus  gold.) 
However,  when  the  Bank  of  the  U.S.  closed, 
credit  collapsed.  Government  coinage  was 
never  plentiful  in  the  early  republic.  In  1834, 


To  avoid  charges  of 
counterfeiting 
many  varieties  bear 
the  slogan 
“Millions  for 
defense  NOT  ONE 
CENT for  tribute.  ” 


sails  ofVan  Buren’s  presidency  were 
actually  used  on  at  least  1 0  different 
issues  in  three  distinct  series.  Simi¬ 
larly,  Old  Hickory  “takes  the  re¬ 
sponsibility”  on  several  different  is¬ 
sues,  one  of  which  has  Van  Buren’s 
ship  poorly  weathering  a  storm  on 
the  reverse. 

All  of  these  tokens  were  about 
the  size  of  a  U.S.  large  cent,  just 
under  three  cm  across,  hefting  over 
10  grams.  They  were  an  East  Coast 
phenomenon,  since  metals,  dies, 
etc.,  were  found  near  industry.  The 


the  official  ratio  of  silver  to  gold  was  set  at  16  to  1.  Since  this  fact  that  they  exist  today  in  middle  grades  around  Fine 

was  higher  than  the  world  market  rate,  gold  flowed  into  the  indicates  that  they  actually  circulated  in  trade. 

Treasury,  and  silver  fled  the  country.  America  eventually  recovered  from  the  Panic  of  1837.  The 

The  popular  response  was  for  merchants  to  mint  their  federal  debt  rose.  Finances  moved  from  Chestnut  Street  in 

own  bronze  coins.  These  coins  are  called  Hard  Times  Philadelphia  to  Wall  Street  in  New  York  City.  Hard  Times 

tokens.  They  were  first  catalogued  by  Lyman  Low  in  1886.  tokens  retired  to  dressers  and  chests  as  government  cents  (soon 

Russell  Rulau  has  since  issued  several  catalogues,  depending  smaller)  circulated  again. 
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suggested  that  his  portrait  be  on  the  reverse,  and  this  instruction 
was  translated  into  part  of  the  token’s  inscription! 

1776  Baker-195. 1A.  Harlem  Headquarters.  Copper. 
Proof-65 . 99.00 

No.  1  in  a  series  by  George  H.  Lovett  (signed  G.H.L.) 
depicting  places  associated  with  the  Revolutionary  War. 

1797  Baker-71  A.  Sansom  medal.  Restrike  in  copper 
from  very  rusted  dies.  AU-50.  A  find  for  the 
specialist . 119.00 

The  first  seen  from  very  rusted  dies;  not  discussed  in  the 
literature. 

1832  Baker-  160E.  MS-63.  Superb  prooflike,  lightly 
toned  bronze  medal,  restrike,  from  dies  cut  for  the 
February  22, 1 832  Washington’s  Birthday  parade 
in  Philadelphia.  One  of  the  finest  seen. ..  139.00 

Undated  (19th  century)  Washington  medal.  AU-55. 
39mm  diameter.  Nickel  composition.  Reeded 
edge.  Obverse  and  reverse  identical,  with  stars 
around  border,  bust  at  center,  and  inscription 
relating  to  birth  and  death  dates  of  Washington, 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON  above,  and  a  small 
portrait  at  the  center,  the  entire  surrounded  by 
beads  and,  at  the  outside  perimeter,  a  circle  of  five- 
pointed  stars . 99.00 

Numismatically  Related 
Tokens  and  Medals 

1867  Mickley,  Joseph  J.  EF-45.  Large  50mm  white 
metal  medal  by  Philadelphia  engraver  William  H. 
Key.  Lightly  toned  in  the  fields.  A  few  edge  marks 
are  normal . 145.00 


The  medal  inscription  notes  that  Mickley  is  “President  of 
the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia.” 
Mickley,  who  began  his  numismatic  interest  in  1817  when  he 
sought  to  find  an  elusive  cent  of  the  year  ofhis  birth  (1799),  was 
America’s  best-known  private  numismatist  in  the  middle  of  the 
1 9th  century. 

1870  NC-16A.  Mason.  Philadelphia,  PA.  MS-60  RB. 
Copper  token,  1 8  mm.  Obverse  with  portrait  of 
Washington.  Issued  in  1870  by  Ebenezer  Mason, 
Jr.,  one  of  Philadelphia’s  most  important  profes¬ 
sional  numismatists . 125.00 

1876  H.G.  Sampson.  42.5  mm.  White  metal  token. 
AU-55  Prooflike.  Obverse  with  depiction  of 
Trumbull’s  painting  showing  the  signing  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Issued  for  the  1876 

Centennial  celebration . 175.00 

The  reverse  notes  that  Sampson  is  a  DEALER  IN  RARE 
AMERICAN  &  FOREIGN  COINS,  MEDALS  &  STAMPS 
at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Fulton  St.,  NYC,  surrounding 
a  linen  stamper  marked  H.G.  SAM  PSON ,  and  noting  that  he 
offered  linen  markers,  wholesale  and  retail,  from  his 
manufactory  at  91  Bushwick  Ave.,  Brooklyn. 

1878  Mickley,  Joseph  J.  AU-55.  Large  51mm  medal. 
White  metal.  Portrait  by  Swedish  engraver  Lea 
Ahlborn,  one  of  the  most  acclaimed  medalists  of 

the  era,  issued  upon  Mickley’s  death . 145.00 

Lutwyches  Manufactory  medal,  undated.  AU.  Cop¬ 
per.  30mm.  Late  1 8th-century.  Obverse  with  the 
Goddess  of  Money  holding  scales,  a  cornucopia 
overflowing  with  coins  at  her  feet,  and  inscriptions 
surrounding.  Reverse  with  nice  view  of  coining 
press . 55.00 

Lutwyches,  of  Birmingham,  England,  was  an  important 
maker  of  conder  tokens  and  other  items. 


So-Called  Dollars 

Hibler  Kappen-1.  Erie  Canal  opening  and  celebra¬ 
tion.  AU.  White  metal,  44  mm . 295.00 

Dies  by  Charles  Cushing  Wright;  believed  to  be  his  first 
large-size  ornate  medal,  a  precursor  of  what  would  eventually 
constitute  the  finest  corpus  of  medallic  art  by  any  19th-century 
American  medalist.  The  Erie  Canal  medal,  1 826,  was  issued  for 
presentation  by  the  City  of  New  York  to  celebrate  the  opening 
of  that  famous  waterway. 

Rare  First  Style  Lesher  “Dollar” 

1900  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  EF-45.  Zerbe-1;  first 
type  without  business  name.  Hand-engraved  se¬ 
rial  no.  26;  from  the  Cowell  Collection  (there  as 
VF)  auctioned  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1923.  A  sharp 
and  attractive  piece . 2,350.00 

The  Lesher  dollars  have  been  widely  studied  over  the 
years.  The  authoritative  work  remains  the  article  by  Adna  Wilde, 
“Lesher  Referendum  Medals;  Where  Are  They  Today?”  in  The 
Numismatist,  February  1978,  now  available  as  a  reprint,  with 
updating,  from  the  ANA.  In  brief,  Joseph  Lesher,  who  lived  in 
Victor,  Colorado  close  by  the  Town  Hall,  was  an  advocate  of 
silver,  having  mined  the  metal  in  the  Georgetown  area  of 
Colorado  during  the  preceding  decade.  He  sought  to  publicize 
silver  in  his  own  way,  and  possibly  to  create  a  profit,  by  having 
struck  a  number  of  octagonal  medals,  or  “dollars”  (as  numisma¬ 
tists  have  likened  them),  which  would  be  redeemable  for  $1.25 
“in  currency  coin  or  merchandise”  (to  quote  part  of  the  piece’s 
inscription).  The  government  took  umbrage  to  this  private 
coining  enterprise  and  put  a  halt  to  the  venture,  but  not  before 
several  different  varieties  were  issued  to  total  extent  of  nearly 
2,000  pieces  (Adna  Wilde  postulates  exactly  1,869  pieces),  of 
which  about  400  are  known  to  exist  today.  The  variety  offered 
here  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  issued  and  to  have  been 
struck  to  the  extent  of  100  pieces. 

1 900  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  AU-58.  A.B.  Bumstead, 

Victor,  Colorado.  Sharply  struck.  Lustrous.  At¬ 
tractive  gunmetal-blue  toning.  A  beautiful  piece. 
Serial  No.  520 .  1,750.00 

1901  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  VF-30.  George  Mullen, 

Victor,  Colorado.  Serial  No.  1550.  Brilliant. 
Cleaned,  and  in  need  of  natural  retoning.  A  rare 
imprint;  one  of  just  100  believed  to  have  been 
struck  (cf.  Adna  Wilde’s  estimate) .  1,495.00 

Gem  Boyd  Park  Lesher  “Dollar” 

1901  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  Boyd  Park.  MS- 
64  prooflike.  A  gem  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue . 2,950.00 

Boyd  Park  was  a  jeweler  located  at  1 6th  and  Curtis  streets, 
Denver,  in  an  area  which  a  decade  later  became  known  as  “The 
Broadway  of  the  West,”  from  the  myriad  electric  bulbs  orna¬ 
menting  the  theaters  on  Curtis  Street.  Adna  Wilde  estimated 
that  only  about  200  Lesher  “dollars”  were  made  for  Park. 

Betts  Medals 

An  offering  of  interesting  medals  attributed  to  Betts 
numbers  as  delineated  in  American  Colonial  History 
Illustrated  by  Contemporary  Medals,  C.  Wyllys  Betts, 
1894. 

Betts-382.  1747.  Lord  Anson’s  Voyage.  Silver,  43 
mm.  EF-45 . 425.00 

Obv.  with  angel  crowning  head  of  Anson  with  wreath  of 
laurel.  Rev.  with  inscription  and  angel  motif,  the  latter  above 
a  seagoing  British  lion.  Dies  by  T.  Pingo. 

Betts-419.  1758/9.  Victories  over  France.  Copper, 
43.5  mm.  AU-50  or  finer.  Pleasing  brown  with 
tinges  of  red.  Muling  of  two  medals,  1758  and 


“DOUBLED  TAILFEATHERS” 

New  Term  for  1878  $1 


Bill  Fivaz,  whose  expertise  in  the  field  ofi 
American  numismatics  needs  no  reiteration 
here  (except  that  we  note  he  is  one  of  the  nicest 
people  we  know,  in  addition  to  being  one  ofi  the 
most  knowledgeable),  recently  sent  us  a  letter  as 
follows: 

“Just  read  (and  digested!)  the  latest  Rare 
Coin  Review,  and  noted  on  page  50,  under 
‘This  &  That,’  that  you  and  Ken  Bressett 
were  looking  for  a  better  name  for  the  ‘7/8 
TF’  designation  in  the  Morgan  series. 

“We  often  overlook  the  obvious — how 
bout  “doubled  tailfeathers?” 

“It’s  all  inclusive,  an  accurate  description, 
very  simple,  and  well  accepted  by  the  numis¬ 
matic  fraternity  in  other  areas. 

“If  people  object  and  say  that  the  descrip¬ 
tion  will  be  confused  with  a  doubled  die,  well, 
that’s  exactly  what  it  is! 

“Now,  give  me  a  tough  one!” 

Our  response  to  Bill’s  letter  is  as  follows: 


“Thank  you  for  your  letter.  I  think  this  is 
a  great  name  and  I’ll  give  a  copy  of  it  to  our 
numismatists  and,  henceforth,  will  use  this 
nomenclature,  perhaps  with  a  parenthetical 
note  occasionally  in  our  catalogues  to  note 
that  this  is  what  used  to  be  called  1 878  7  over 
8  tailfeathers.  This  won’t  make  our  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Historical  Society  auction  sale  cata¬ 
logue  as  the  text  is  already  done,  but  watch 
for  it  in  our  Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry 
Collection  catalogue  in  January! 

“The  whole  situation  of  the  old  7  over  8 
tailfeathers  nomenclature  has  been  confus¬ 
ing,  especially  when  some  of  the  grading 
services  add  such  words  as  “weak”  and 
“strong,”  and  as  8  under-feathers  aren’t  vis¬ 
ible  anyway.” 

Fast-breaking  news:  Kenneth  E.  Bressett, 
editor  of  the  Guide  Book,  advises  us  that  the 
1996  edition  will  use  Bill’s  new  “Doubled 
Tailfeathers”  term. 
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1759 .  199.00 

There  ire  enough  inscriptions  on  this  medal  to  serve  lor 
three  or  lour  regular  medals. 

Betts-522.  1773.  William  Pitt.  Copper,  26  mm. 
MS-60.  Glossy  brown  with  tinges  of  red.  Beau¬ 
tiful . 149.00 

Betts-523.  1778.  William  Pitt  death  medal.  Copper, 
37  mm.  Proof-60.  Plain  edge.  37mm.  Golden 
brown .  395. 00 

The  obverse  features  a  draped  bust  ofWilliam  Pitt  pacing 
right.  The  reverse  depicts  a  mourning  female  figure  by  a 
funeral  urn,  with  the  Latin  legend  QUIS  DESIDERIO  SIT 
PVDOR  AVT  MODVS  around  (translation:  “Freely,  Why 
should  there  be  any  shame  or  limit  to  our  regret  at  his  loss”). 

Betts-572.  1780.  Armed  Neutrality.  Silver,  31.5  mm. 
MS-60,  prooflike.  Attractively  toned . 195.00 

The  reference  is  to  the  Treaty  of  Armed  Neutrality 
among  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Holland,  to  resist  the 
pretensions  of  England  and  thus  indirectly  aid  the  American 
Revolutionary  effort. 

Betts-587.  1781.  Battle  of  Doggersbank  medal.  Sil¬ 
ver,  45  mm.  Plain  edge.  AU-50.  Beautiful  light 
toning . 495.00 

Issued  by  the  Dutch  to  commemorate  what  they  regarded 
to  be  a  naval  victory  over  the  British  in  the  North  Sea.  Both  the 
obverse  and  reverse  depict  various  military  weapons  and  shields 
of  arms. 

Betts  commented:  “The  battle  of  Doggersbank,  which  took 
place  on  Aug.  5, 1 78 1 ,  was  fought  between  an  English  fleet  under 
Admiral  Keith  Stewart,  and  a  Dutch  fleet  under  Admiral  John 
Arnold  Zoutman.  The  fleets  encountered  each  other,  with  no 
decisive  result  according  to  the  English  authorities,  though  the 
Dutch  claimed  a  victory,  and  struck  several  medals  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  event.” 

Betts-589.  1781.  Battle  of  Doggersbank  medal.  Sil¬ 
ver,  45  mm.  Plain  edge.  AU-55.  Beautiful  light 
toning . 495.00 

Issued  to  commemorate  the  naval  battle  described  above. 
The  obverse  features  various  allegorical  figures  representing 
the  military  success  of  the  Netherlands.  The  reverse  depicts  a 
glory  of  rays  and  the  names  of  the  seven  “immortal  defenders 
of  the  glory  of  the  Netherlands,"  i.e.  the  names  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  seven  Dutch  vessels  engaged  in 
the  conflict. 

Betts-590.  1781.  Battle  of  Doggersbank  medal.  Sil¬ 
ver,  26  mm.  EF-40.  Plain  edge.  26  mm.  175.00 

The  lion  of  Batavia,  depicted  on  the  obverse,  is  standing 
on  two  legs,  holding  a  sword  and  caduceus  in  his  front  paws. 
Behind  him  is  a  glory  of  rays.  The  reverse  is  occupied  by  an 
inscription  of  several  lines,  and  is  from  a  late  die  state. 

Currency 

Attributions  are  to  Paper  Money  of  the  United  States, 

by  Robert  Friedberg. 

F-59.  1917  $2.  Legal  Tender.  VF . 69.00 

F-60.  1917  $2.  Legal  Tender.  VF.  We  have  bought  a 
mini-hoard  of  these,  13  in  all,  and  offer  them  for, 
each: . 59.00 

F-106.  1880  $10.  Legal  Tender  Note.  Choice.  Mint 
State.  Series  of  1 880.  Rosecrans-Hyatt.  Large  red  seal 
with  spikes.  Famous  “J ackass  note.  ”  Serial:  A4093375. 
Gem  New.  A  delightful  example  having  bright  colors 
and  bold  surcharges.  The  paper  is  fresh  and  crisp.  A 
prize  for  the  specialist  who  appreciates  outstanding 

1 9th-century  pieces .  1 ,950.00 

This  issue  is  known  as  the  “Jackass  note,”  as  the  eagle 
vignette  at  the  bottom  of  the  front  of  the  note,  if  viewed  upside 
down,  appears  as  the  head  of  a  donkey.  The  same  vignette 
appears  elsewhere  in  notedom,  most  prominently  on  the  Frac¬ 
tional  Currency  Shield. 


F-122.  1901  $10.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1901. 
“Bison  note.”  Speelman-White.  Small  scalloped 
red  seal.  Choice  New.  A  splendid  note.  Bottom 
margin  was  carefully  trimmed  long  ago.  1,750.00 

The  obverse  motif,  depicting  a  large  “buffalo,”  is  said  by 
Robert  Friedberg  to  have  been  modeled  from  the  famous 
bison  Black  Diamond  who  resided  for  many  years  in  a  zoo  in 


New  York  City. 

F- 1 47.  1880  $20.  Legal  Tender.  Fine . 195.00 

F-147.  1880  $20.  Legal  Tender.  VG . 150.00 

F-237.  1923  $1.  Silver  Certificate.  Gem  Crisp  New. 
We  recently  bought  a  small  group  of  these  popular 

notes,  and  offer  them  for,  each:  . 75.00 

F-237.  1923  $1.  Silver  Certificate.  EF . 32.00 

F-237.  1923  $1.  Silver  Certificate.  VF . 22.00 

F-237.  1923  $1.  Silver  Certificate.  Fine . 18.00 

F-237.  1923  $1.  Silver  Certificate.  VG . 12.00 

F-238.  1923  $1.  Silver  Certificate.  EF . 39.00 


F-383.  1875  $1  National  bank  note.  First  Charter 
Period.  Series  of  1875.  Allison-New.  Small  scal¬ 
loped  red  seal.  The  Home  National  Bank  of 
Milford,  Massachusetts.  Charter  #2275.  Serial: 
5160,  Plate  A.  Choice  New .  1,095.00 

The  Home  National  Bank  was  Chartered  on  March  7, 
1865.  Dean  Oakes  and  John  Hickman  report  that  only  $6,180 
value  in  large-size  was  still  outstanding  in  July  1935.  First 
Charter  notes  were  issued  in  sheets  of  $  1  -$  1  -$  1  -$2.  The  reverse 
of  each  includes  a  representation  of  the  seal  of  the  state  in  which 
the  bank  was  located.  The  Massachusetts  seal  depicts  “sword  in 
hand”  (also  used  on  colonial  notes  engraved  by  Paul  Revere)  and 
a  standing  Indian  with  bow  and  arrow  (familiar  image  on 
Massachusetts  half  cents  and  cents  of  1787-1788). 

F-490. 1 882  $  1 0  National  bank  note.  Second  Char¬ 
ter  Period.  Brown  Back.  Lyons-Roberts.  Brown 
seal.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Cameron,  West 
Virginia.  Charter:  6020.  Serial:  1.  Choice  VF.  A 
lovely  note  that  shows  a  few  folds,  but  little  else  to 
indicate  that  it  was  used  in  commerce.  2,695.00 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Cameron  was  chartered  on 
November  13,  1901.  Only  $3,100  in  large-size  notes  from  this 
bank  were  still  outstanding  in  July  1935.  As  a  class,  No.  1  notes 
from  West  Virginia,  of  any  bank,  are  “rara  avis.” 

Battle  Creek,  MI,  Serial  No.  1 

F-607.  1902  $5  National  bank  note.  Third  Charter 
Period.  Plain  Back.  Elliott-Burke.  Blue  seal.  The 
City  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of 
Battle  Creek,  Michigan.  Charter  11852.  Serial: 
1.  AU.  Tightly  trimmed  at  the  bottom  margin  as 
made.  A  prize  for  the  connoisseur .  1,495.00 

Uncut  $10,  $10,  $10,  $20  Sheet 

F-624/650.  1902  National.  Uncut  sheet  $10,  $10, 
$10,  $20.  Uncut  sheet  of  four  large-size  Nauonal 
Bank  notes,  muluple  denominations.  Third  Charter 
Period.  Plain  Backs.  Lyons-Roberts.  Blue  seals.  The 
First  Nadonal  Bank  of  Jamestown,  New  York. 
Charter:  548.  Each  note  is  serial:  10582.  Choice 
New.  Ideal  for  framing  or  display .  3,250.00 

Jamestown,  N.Y.  was  the  home  of  one  of  America’s  leading 
numismatic  connoisseurs  in  the  early  20th  century,  T.  James 
Clarke,  who  operated  a  cardboard  box  factory  (pill  boxes,  coin 
boxes,  etc.).  Not  far  distant,  the  Chautauqua  movement  was 
started  in  America  in  the  19th  century. 

F-711.  1918  $1.  Federal  Reserve.  New  York. 
EF . 79.00 

F-720.  1918  $1.  Federal  Reserve.  Cleveland.  EF.  79.00 


The  reverse,  with  a  wingspread  eagle  grasping  a  Hag,  is 
one  of  the  most  patriotic  in  the  American  currency  series. 

F-964.  1914  $20.  Federal  Reserve.  Boston.  VF.55.00 
F- 1 024.  1914  $50.  Federal  Reserve.  Boston.  VF.  139.00 
F-l  173.  1922  $10.  Gold  Certificate.  VF.  Small  serial 

number . 109.00 

F-l  173.  1922  $10.  Gold  Certificate.  VF.  Large  serial 
number . 89.00 

Hanover,  NH,  Serial  No.  1 
1 929  $10  F-l 80 1-1.  National  bank  note.  EF.  1 929 
Series.  The  Dartmouth  National  Bank  of 
Hanover,  NH.  Charter:  1 145.  Serial:  B000001  A. 
Bright,  crisp,  and  fresh.  Two  vertical  folds  are  all 
that  keep  this  attractive  note  out  of  the  New 
category . 1,150.00 

Paper  Americana 

1792  U.S.  Treasury  account  books.  Large  folio 
printed  accounts  of  government  expenditures  cov¬ 
ering  many  different  items  and  areas,  including 
the  Mint.  One  is  titled  “An  Account  of  the  Re¬ 
ceipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  United  States,  For 
the  Year  1792,”  and  the  other,  “Sundry  State¬ 
ments  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
Conformity  with  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  23d  of  January,  1 793.”  VG. 

The  pair: .  1,950.00 

1882  Diary . 795.00 

Interesting  19th-century  manuscript  (not  coin  related,  but 
fascinating);  by  a  doctor  who  studied  and  sailed.  Manuscript 
diary,  1882-1885,  kept  by  Dr.  Charles  Washington  Bray  of 
Portland,  Cumberland  County,  Maine.  Bray  (1850-1922)  at¬ 
tended  Brunswick  Medical  School  and  in  1874  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  Columbia  University.  He  was  a 
member  of  numerous  medical  associations,  practiced  medicine 
for  over  40  years,  and  was  commodore  of  the  Portland  Yacht 
Club  for  almost  20  years.  He  lived  and  sailed  down  east’  all  his 
life.  This  diary  (140  pp.)  mostly  describes  Bray’s  yachting 
adventures  off  the  coast  of  Maine  as  a  young  medical  doctor  in 
the  company  of  his  good  friends.  Bray  writes  in  a  clear,  precise, 
and  often  humorous  style  combined  with  the  form  of  a  sailing 
log.  The  entries  are  also  interspersed  with  several  pencil  drawings 
of  scenery  and  nautical  interest.  The  reader  can  easily  picture 
himself  or  herself  in  the  company  of  this  fun-loving  Victorian 
yachting  crew,  sailing  and  camping  off  the  coast  of  Maine. 
Doctors’  diaries  are  very  rare  and  to  find  one  where  the  diarist  is 
actually  describing  a  fun  activity,  rarer  yet.  This  tome  also 
includes  a  38-page  chapter  of  lectures  taken  at  Bowdoin  Medical 
School  in  1872,  and  about  8  pages  of  case  notes  from  1873  and 
1880.  Unusual.  Octavo,  worn  red  3/4  calf  and  marbled  boards, 
2"  piece  lacking  from  top  of  spine,  contents  fine,  clean,  and 
legible.  Large  ornate  Portland  stationer’s  ticket  on  front 
pastedown.  Approximately  1 85  pp.  plus  blanks. 

c.  1910  Fire-engine  scene  postcard.  Ottawa,  Ohio.  As 
new.  Two  different  scenes  available  (one  ofwhich 
is  described  below).  We  bought  several  dozen  of 
these,  and  offer  you  a  pair  for  $32.00,  or  buy  10 

pairs  for . 235.00 

Steam  fire  engine  postcard,  circa  1910.  Americana  at  its 
finest!  Circa  1910.  Ottawa,  Ohio  Fire  Department  post  card. 
“Ready  for  action.”  Original  (not  a  reprint)  sepia-colored  card, 
unused,  shows  a  span  ofwhite  horses  drawing  an  Amoskeag-type 
steam  pump  fire  engine,  with  a  retinue  of  fire  fighters  bringing 
up  the  rear,  all  posed  in  front  of  the  station  house.  This  type  of 
card  is  the  creme  de  U  creme  subject  for  anyone  interested  in  the 
history  of  fire  fighting. 

1 722  NH  land  claim.  Mason,  Allen  &  Usher  claim.  4- 
page  statement.  Exceedingly  important  historical 
document  from  the  Patricia  Rideout  Nestor  C  ol- 
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lection . 495.00 

This  was  Lot  5163  in  our  Chris  Schenkel  Collection  sale, 
November  1990. 

1723  NH  land  claim.  Mason,  Allen  &  Usher  claim.  4- 
page  statement.  Another  exceedingly  important 
historical  document,  from  the  Patricia  Rideout 
Nestor  Collection . 495.00 

This  was  Lot  5164  in  our  Chris  Schenkel  Collection  sale, 
November  1990.  A  companion  to  the  preceding  item. 

Counterstamps 

I860  Indian  cent.  Good.  Counterstamped  THE 
HENRY  CLAY  PEN  finely  in  letters  at  the  center 
of  the  portrait.  Good.  Unlisted  in  Brunk.  169.00 

We  received  a  call  the  other  day  from  a  client  who  had  an 
actual  Henry  Clay  brand  pen.  What  a  nice  exhibit  it  would  be  to 
put  a  cent  such  as  this  together  with  the  actual  writing  instrument. 

1862  Indian  cent.  Brunk-18640.  A  very  bold 
counterstamp  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  IRA  C. 
HASKINS  TIP  TOP  PEN  EN . 225.00 

Presumably,  information  concerning  Haskins  and  his  Tip 
Top  Pen  could  be  found  by  searching  patent  records. 

1821  Silver  2  reales.  Counterstamped  J.M.  Taylor, 
Broker.  New  York.  Host  coin  VF.  Bold 
counterstamp  on  the  reverse  of  a  coin  that  is  less 
worn  than  normally  seen . 169.00 

Hawaiian  Coins 

1883  Hawaii  25<t.  MSr,63  (ANACS  Cache).  350.00 

1883  Hawaii  50<t.  AU-50 . 695.00 


1883  Hawaii  50<t.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 
surfaces,  somewhat  prooflike.  A  beauty! .  695.00 
1883  Hawaii  silver  $1.  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning. 
Ample  original  mint  lustre  is  seen  on  the  obverse 

and  reverse .  1,295.00 

Just  500,000  examples  of  the  1883  Hawaiian  dollar  were 
struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  without  an  S  mintmark. 
Nearly  all  were  put  into  the  channels  of  commerce,  with  the 
result  that  specimens  are  quite  difficult  to  find  today. 


1883  Hawaii  silver  $1,  EF-45  (PCGS) . 725.00 

1883  Hawaii  silver  $1.  EF-40 . 595.00 


Miscellany 

Circa  1 860  Steinfeld  bottle  related  to  encased  postage 
stamps.  New  York.  An  extremely  rare  (we  have 
had  just  one  other  over  the  years)  original  bottle 
which  once  contained  the  drink  specifically  adver¬ 
tised  on  encased  postage  stamps  by  the  firm.  An 
outstanding  exhibit  item  for  the  encased  postage 

stamp  specialist . 995.00 

The  name  of  Steinfeld  and  the  product  appear  in  raised 
letters  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  On  the  side  of  the  bottle 
is  “S.  ST”  and  “PATENT”  arranged  in  a  circle,  and  a 
medallion  with  an  eagle.  On  the  base  is  the  inscription 
“STEINFELD’S  FRENCH  COGNAC  BITTERS.”  Me¬ 
dium  amber  color.  1 1-1/2"  high. 

1849  California  game  counter.  VG.  Brass,  38mm. 
Plain  edge.  Well  worn  (think  of  the  “adventures” 
this  must  have  seen) . 195.00 

Obverse  with  flag  at  center,  sailing  ship  above,  stars  to  the 
left  and  right,  and  date  1 849  below.  Reverse  with  perched 


eagle,  CALIFORNIA  above,  and  TOKEN  below.  Probably 
used  as  a  game  counter  for  a  $20. 

Old  North  Church  medal,  undated.  VF.  31  mm.  “Sou¬ 
venir  made  from  the  pipes  of  the  old  organ.  Various 
inscriptions.  19th  century.  First  seen . 39.00 

Probably  struck  in  tin  composition  (popular  for  making 
organ  pipes). 

1906  NH.  Third  Annual  White  Mountain  Hill  Climb 
medal.  EF.  Crawford  Notch,  New  Hampshire. 
Octagonal  gold  medal,  41  mm  side  to  side  measure¬ 
ment,  by  Dieces  &  Clust,  23  John  Street,  New  York 
City.  Obverse  with  scene  of  Mount  Washington, 
with  sun  peeping  over  rocky  crag,  forests  at  the 
mountain  base,  and  inscription  below,  “Crawford 
Notch,  NH,  July  30,  1906.”  The  reverse  was  en¬ 
graved  for  presentation  to  a  winner  and  says  “Stock 
cars,  $  1 ,7 50-$2,250,”  referring  to  the  class  in  which 
this  was  entered.  First  seen .  895.00 

This  hill  climb  was  held  on  July  30  and  31,  1906,  and 
comprised  several  categories.  The  winner  in  the  event  admitting 
stock  cars  (held  on  July  30)  costing  $  1 ,750  to  $2,250  is  said  to 
have  been  F.  Allen,  driving  a  28-horsepower  Oldsmobile,  who 
ran  the  course  in  four  minutes,  20  seconds,  followed  by  Dwight 
B.  Huss  in  a  similar  vehicle  at  six  minutes,  29-1/5  seconds.  The 
following  day,  July  3 1 ,  there  was  another  event,  and  in  the  same 
class,  F.  Allen  in  a  28-horsepower  Oldsmobile  came  in  at  three 
minutes,  59-4/5  seconds,  with  R.  Crawford  in  a  24-horsepower 
Crawford  car,  registering  four  minutes,  1-2/5  seconds.  Accom¬ 
panying  this  medal  is  a  newspaper  clipping  giving  a  fascinating 
account  of  the  entire  event,  telling  of  the  course,  and  giving  the 
names  of  different  winners.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  envision 
that  this  medal,  accompanied  by  an  illustration  of  a  28-horse- 
power  Oldsmobile  (assuming  one  can  find  such),  would  be  a 
show  stopper  in  an  exhibit  case. 


Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  collections. 

We  guarantee  you 'll  be  pleased  with  the  quality,  value  for  the  price  paid,  and  the  selection  we  make  for  you: 


Special  Morgan  Set  No.  1 

STARTER  SET  of  Morgan  silver  dollars: 
We  ll  select  $1,000  or  more  worth  of  dates 
and  mintmarks  of  the  early  years,  1878  to 
1904  era,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certi¬ 
fied  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  The  set 
will  include  at  least  two  different  CC  coins  as 
well  as  specimens  from  the  other  three  early 
mints  (Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  and  San 
Francisco).  Your  net  price  is  $895.00.  Ask 
for  “Special  Morgan  Set  No.  1.” 


Special  Morgan  Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  we’ll  select  $3,000  or  more 
worth  of  dates  and  mintmarks  of  the  early 
years,  1878  to  1904  era,  each  brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65 .  The  set  will  include  at  least  four  or  five 
different  CC  coins  as  well  as  numerous  speci¬ 
mens  from  the  other  three  early  mints.  Your 
net  price  is  $2,595,  which  will  include  over 
$3,000  worth  of  coins.  Ask  for  “Special  Mor¬ 
gan  Set  No.  2.” 


Special  Morgan  Set  No.  3 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  with 
even  more  coins — each  one  selected  for  its 
quality  and  beauty!  You’ll  get  over  $10,000 
worth  of  coins  at  our  regular  prices,  dis¬ 
counted  to  you  for  only  $8,750.  This  set  of 
coins  will  propel  you  into  the  “advanced 
numismatist’  status  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series.  Ask  for  “Special  Morgan  Set  No.  3.” 

II 


Special  Offer 

With  any  of  the  above  specials,  you  can 
order  Q.  David  Bowers’  ”wo-volume  set, 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  for  the  spe¬ 
cial  price  of  only  $  1 00.00  (list  price:  $  1 49.00)! 


MORGAN  DOLLAR  SETS 
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(shown  'actual  size) 


At  the  American  Numismatic  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Detroit  last  summer,  I  made  the 
personal  acquaintance  of  sculptor,  Don 
Everhart  II,  who  was  on  the  podium  as  the 
recipient  of  the  “Sculptor  of  the  Year  Award.” 

As  part  of  giving  the  honor  to  him,  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  displayed 
on  a  screen  a  number  of  his  medallic  works. 

Catching  my  eye  in  particular  was  the 
magnificent  “medal”  entitled  Crocodile  Rock. 

As  you  may  know  if  you  have  been  following 
the  world  of  medallic  sculpture,  no  longer  is 
the  typical  medal  necessarily  round  and  of 
coin-like  appearance.  Today,  medals  are  of¬ 
ten  of  unusual  shapes  and  made  of  different 
compositions.  Although  it  is  officially  a 
“medal,”  the  example  of  Crocodile  Rock  that 
I  bought  for  myself  I  prefer  to  consider  a 
combination  medal  and  sculpture,  as  it  cer¬ 
tainly  is  three  dimensional  and  will  stand  on 
its  own  with  any  other  sculpture  I  have  seen 
or  possessed.  The  dimensions  are  5V2"  x  4" 
x  l'/z"  There  are  two  different  styles  avail¬ 
able.  One  is  in  bronze,  weighs  3lbs.  5  oz.,  has 
a  patinated  green  finish  and  sells  for  $500 
(Stock  No.  BCR- 1 ) .  The  other  is  in  a  bonded 
bronze  composition,  weighs  lib.  7oz.,  has  a 
lustrous  brown  surface  (quite  like  a  nicely 
toned  large  cent!)  and  sells  for  $300  (Stock 
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No.  BCR-2).  Each  is  serially  numbered.  The 
limit  on  the  production  of  the  bronze  pieces  is 
60,  while  the  composition  pieces  have  a  limit  of 
200. 

If  you  would  like  to  order  a  specimen  of  this 
remarkable  medal-sculpture  (winner  of  the  Best 
ofShow  award  in  theAmerican  Medallic  Sculp¬ 
ture  Association’s  300-Piece  traveling  show 
entitled  “The  N ew  Medal”) ,  by  special  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  sculptor,  we  can  provide  one  to 
you,  subject  to  availability  (once  the  limits  are 
reached,  no  more  will  be  made). 

Although  medals  and  sculptures  are  not 
usually  sold  with  guarantees  like  coins  are, 
inasmuch  as  ours  is  a  numismatic  audience,  and 
holding  and  seeing  one  of  these  medals  is 
person  is  worth  a  thousand  words  of  print 
about  it,  we  make  this  guarantee:  If  for  any 
reason  you  are  not  100%  pleased  with  your 
specimen  of  Crocodile  Rock,  it  can  be  returned 
to  us  within  30  days  for  an  instant  refund,  no 
explanation  necessary.  To  place  your  order, 
please  call  Doug  Plasencia  in  our  Publications 
Dept,  at  1-800-222-5993. 


Don  Everhart 
II 


Q.  David  Bowers 


A  Lifelong 
Fascination  With  Reptiles 

One  of  America's  top  medallic  artists,  Don 
Everhart  II,  is  the  1994  winner  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association's 
Award  for  Excellence  in  Medallic  Sculp¬ 
ture.  He  states: 

“Crocodile  Rock  was  inspired  by  my 
lifelong  fascination  with  reptiles,  both 
living  and  prehistoric.  When  I  was  a  small 
child,  I  remember  looking  through  a  photo 
album  of  my  parents’  honeymoon  trip  to 
Florida.  Several  photos  were  taken  at  an 
alligator  farm  and  showed  large  reptiles 
lying  over  one  another,  basking  in  the  hot 
Florida  sun.  I  filed  this  visual  picture  away 
for  over  40  years  until  one  day  I  worked  up 
a  sketch  which  served  as  the  starting  point 
for  the  Crocodile  Rock  medal.” 


— 


Numismatic 
Books  For  Sale 


At  Great  Discount  Prices 


To  ENJOY  the  coin ,  buy  the  book ! 
Andy  get  a  discount ,  tool 

Having  fun:  There’s  no  doubt  about  it:  Owning  a  book 
about  your  favorite  series — silver  dollars  for  example — can 
vastly  increase  your  enjoyment.  Take,  for  example,  our 
best-selling,  award  winning  (Book  of  the  Year  Award  given 
by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild)  two-volume  set  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  Suppose  that 

you  own  an  1881  -S  Morgan  sil¬ 
ver  dollar.  Wouldn’t  you  enjoy 
reading  several  pages  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  it?  How  it  was  minted? 
How  rare  is  it  in  various  grades? 
What  is  its  market  history  (what 
did  Mint  State  coins  sell  for  100 
years  ago,  95  years  ago,  etc.,  down 
to  the  present  day  in  5-year  in¬ 
tervals)?  Were  there  any  hoards, 
and,  if  so,  how  and  when  were  they  distributed? 

Each  and  every  date  and  mintmark  of  every  dollar — from 
the  earliest  year,  1794,  to  the  latest  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollars 
of  1981,  plus  commemorative  dollars  since  then,  has  at  least 
a  full  page  just  about  it,  sometimes  two,  three,  or  four  pages! 

Here  is  a  set  of  books  you  will  refer  to  again  and  again,  not 
only  to  enjoy  your  present  coins,  but  to  guide  in  future 
purchases.  You’ll  be  right  up  there  with  the  experts  when  it 
comes  to  knowledge.  And,  the  beauty  part  is  that  it  is  an 
interesting  book  to  read. 

This  set  of  books,  comprising  hundreds  of  illustrations 
and  over  2,000  pages,  quality  hardbound,  lists  for  $149, 
and  is  worth  that  or  even  much  more.  However,  you  can 
buy  a  set  for  just  $119.20  (a  20%  discount!!!)  plus  $7 
shipping  and  handling.  If  you  would  like  Dave  Bowers  to 
personally  autograph  your  set,  please  note  this  when  you 
call  or  write.  Glad  to  do  it!  Ask  for  Stock  No.  BBM-204. 

And,  as  with  all  of  our  books,  your  satisfaction  is  guaran¬ 
teed.  If  after  having  this  two  volume  set  in  your  home  for  a 
month,  you  don’t  agree  that  it  is  worth  every  penny — and 
more — of  the  price  paid,  just  send  it  back  for  a  refund. 
Today,  we  have  shipped  over  3,500  books  and  have  over 


3,500  buyers  with  smiles  on  their  faces! 
Brand  new  this  issue  is  the  2nd  edition  of 
David  Lawrence’s  Complete 
Guide  to  Barber  Quarters, 

taking  the  place  of  the  1st 
edition,  out  of  print  for  two 
years.  The  softbound  book 
comprises  1 36  large  (8  1  /2 
x  11  ”)  pages  with  more  than 
360  photographs.  Popula¬ 
tion  reports,  grading  tips,  and  other 
information  is  at  your  fingertips.  List  $29.95. 
Ask  for  Stock  No.  BLA-109.  But,  read  the 
next  paragraph  before  you  do  this! 

A  discount  awaits  you  on  every  book 
purchase  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies!  Our  discount  policy  is  simple:  On  any  purchase  up  to  and 
including  $  1 00,  take  1 0%  off  the  list  price.  On  any  purchase 
over  $100,  take  20%.  This  means,  for  example,  that  David 
Lawrence’s  new  book  on  Barber  quarters,  list  $29.95,  will  cost 
you  only  $26.95  if  it  is  part  of  a  book  order  totaling  up  to  $  1 00, 
or  only  $23.96  if  it  is  part  of  an  order  over  $100.  If  you  are 
ordering  by  credit  card  or  open  account,  no  need  to  do  any 
figuring;  we  will  automatically  calculate  your  discount.  This 
discount  is  our  way  of  helping  you  to 
enjoy  coins  more,  and  to  become  more 
informed.  (If  we  could  do  so,  we  would 
give  books  away  for  free!) 

Another  newcomer  to  our  list  is 
the  just-published  magnum  opus  of 
veteran  researcher  Russ  Rulau.  Titled 
as  the  Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 

Tokens  1700-1900,  this  hefty  824- 
page  softbound  volume  is  8  1/2x11’’ 
in  size,  has  more  illustrations  than  you  can  count 
in  an  afternoon,  lists  and  describes  thousands  of  different 
tokens  (including  the  Hard  Times  series  1832-1844  and  the 
Civil  War  series  1861-1 865).  Added  to  the  token  descriptions 
is,  in  many  instances,  a  generous  serving  of  history.  When  our 
copy  arrived,  we  dropped  everything  and  spent  several  hours 
with  it.  If  you  like  numismatic  Americana,  this  volume  will  be 
essential  to  your  library.  List  $45.00.  Ask  for  Stock  No.  BRU- 
724.  (Of  course,  you  don’t  pay  list  price,  you’ll  get  your 
discount.) 

Everyone  likes  to  make  money,  and  if  you  can  have  fun 
at  the  same  time,  so  much  the  better!  Apropos  of  this,  the 
344-page,  profusely  illustrated  volume, 
The  Cherrypickers  ’  Guide  to  Rare  Die 
Varieties,  by  Bill  FivazandJ.T.  Stanton, 
the  new,  enlarged  third  edition,  can  put 
money  in  your  pocket.  Described  are 
little-known  die  variations,  sometimes 
just  a  subtle  difference,  than  can  make  a 
coin  worth  hundreds  or  even  thousands 
of  dollars!  You  might  even  make  money 
with  this  book  simply  by  reviewing  the  Lincoln  cents,  Wash¬ 
ington  quarters,  Jefferson  nickels,  Morgan  dollars,  and  other 
pieces  in  your  collection.  The  book  has  been  enthusiastically 
reviewed  and  received,  and  we  have  shipped  many  thousands 
of  copies.  Ask  for  Stock  No.  BFI-1 10,  $24.95  list,  softbound; 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  102 


Page  75 


NUMISMATIC  BOOKS  FOR  5 {ALE 


or  BF1-1 1 1,  $29.95  list,  spiral  bound. 

Andy  Pollock’s  massive  book,  deluxe  hardbound,  524  pages, 
extensively  illustrated,  titled  United  States  Pat¬ 
terns  and  Related  Issues  has  been  selling  well, 
and  since  its  recent  release,  over  700  copies 
have  been  shipped.  This  book  updates  and 
revises  the  U.S.  pattern  series,  and  gives  much 
information  not  available  in  any  other  single 
source.  List  $79.00.  Ask  for  Stock  No.  BPO- 
100.  As  the  list  price  is  $79,  this  is  an 
instance  in  which  it  will  pay  you  to  order  it 
with  other  books,  so  as  to  get  your  total  over 
$100.  In  that  way,  this  particular  book  earns  a  20% 
discount  and  costs  you,  net,  only  $63.20. 

Before  going  on  to  our  listings  and  letting  you  pick  whatever 
titles  you  want,  we  mention  the  book  that  is  a  must  (no  doubt  about 
it,  no  room  for  discussion)  for  every  numismatic  library,  beginning 
or  advanced:  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins.  Checking  in  at  754  pages,  hardbound,  and  well 
illustrated,  this  book  will  answer  your  questions  and  give  you 


information  on  just  about  every  aspect  of  the  American  series.  N 
doubt,  it  is  correct  to  say  that  from  the  standpoii 
of  research  and  production  value,  this  book  coi 
tains  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars’  worth  < 
information.  As  we  have  shipped  over  8,500  < 
these  books  since  Doubleday  first  published  i 
1988,  many  of  our  clients  already  own  on 
However,  if  that  doesn’t  include  you,  lose  r 
time  and  order  a  copy  now.  List  $100  (Stot 
No.  BBR-764),  which  means  that  all  yc 
have  to  do  is  find  one  more  book  to  order,  to  get  ov 
the  $100  mark,  and  your  Breen  Encyclopedia  costs  you  just  $80. 

Without  further  ado,  I  bid  you  welcome  to  our  Books  for  Sa 
Section.  Each  book  comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  i 
satisfaction. 

Happy  reading! 

Sincerely, 


A 


Doug  Plasencia,  Publications  Department 


Rave  review  from 
The  Money  Tree”! 


U 


Here  is  what  The  Money  Tree ,  prominent  auction¬ 
eers  of  out-of-print  numismatic  literature,  has  to 
say  about  this  great  QDB  book  in  a  recent  catalog... 


The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 
as  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection 
by  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  History  of 
United  States 


“Our  choice  as  the  best, 
readable  (and  low- 
priced)  survey  on  Ameri¬ 


Coinage 


As  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


vm. 


can  numismatics;  19th 
and  20th-century  nu¬ 
mismatic  history,  early 
American  coinage,  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Mint,  private 
and  territorial  gold.  Re¬ 
quired  in  every  library.’’ 


57  Q  D*YiO  SOWE9& 


Deluxe  Hardbound,  572 
pages,  Order  #BBM-130 


In-Stock  Now! 

$59.95 


A  book  that  can  make 
you  a  lot  of  money! 


THE  CHERRYPICKERS 
GUIDE  TO  RARE  DIE 
VARIETIES 


by  Bill  Fivaz,  NLG  and 
J.T.  Stanton,  NLG 


•  All-new,  3rd  edition 

•  Vastly  enlarged  and 
revised 

•  344  pages 

•  Hundreds  of  detailed 
photographs 

•  Dozens  of  new 
varieties 


By  identifying  minute  characteristics  of  popular  issues  such  as  Lincoln 
cents,  Washington  quarters,  and  many  more,  The  Cherrypickers’ 
Guide c an  help  you  spot  a  valuable  rarity  in  seconds!  A  coin  appearing 
to  be  worth  a  few  dollars  could  actually  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars 
or  more.  Each  variety  is  clearly  illustrated  with  an  enlarged  picture. 


Choose 
from  these 
two  quality 


Quality  Softbound  Spiral  Bound 

~ - 


bindings: 


*24.95  *29.95 


Order  No.  BFI-110  Order  No.  BFI-1 1 1 


Available  Now  From  Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  •  Call  Toll-Free  1-800-222-5993 
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Offered  below  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  books  offered  for  sale  in  this  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  If  you  know  which  books  you  wish  to  order,  just  find 
them  on  the  list  below,  note  the  Stock  number  and price  and  call  us  at  1 -800-222- 
5993  to  place  your  order.  If  you  would  like  more  information  on  any  book,  or 
would  like  to  browse  through  our  many  interesting  titles,  check  through  the  pages 
following  this  list. 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-125)  $24.95 
(hrdbd) 

American  Numismatic  Literature  Charles  E.  Davis  (BDA-723)  $85.00 
(hrdbd) 

ANA  Anthology,  The  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder  (BAN-71 1) 
$65  (hrdbd) 

ANA  Centennial  History,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BAN-710)  $159  (hrdbd) 

Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-309) 
$14.95  (sftbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market,  A  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-353) 
$19.95  (sftbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  U.S.Gold  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-350/351) 
$12.95  (sftbd)/$19.95  (hrdbd) 

Cherrypickers’  Guide  To  Rare  Die  Varieties,  The  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T. 
Stanton  (BFI-1 10)  $24.95  (sftbd)/  (BFI-1 1 1)  $29.95  (spiral  bound) 

Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BW1-812)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David 
Bowers  (BBM-308/308A/308B)  $39.95  (sftbd)/$49.95  (hrdbd)/$75 
(deluxe  hrdbd) 

Complete  Guide  To  Barber  Dimes,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-101) 
$23.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-102) 
$24.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes,  The  David  W.  Lange  (BLA-108) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels,  The  David  W.  Lange  (BLA-106) 
$24.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  The  Al  Blythe  (BBL-105) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  The  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill 
Bugart  (BBU-1 10)  $69.95  (HB) 

Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars,  The  Bruce  Fox  (BFO- 
107)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Washington  Quarters,  The  John  Feigenbaum  (BFE- 
113)  $16.95  (sftbd) 

Early  Coins  of  America,  The  Sylvester  S.  Crosby  (BCR-271)  $45.00 

(hrdbd) 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836  Al  C.  Overton  (BOV-100) 
$59.95  (hrdbd) 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  1892-1989 

Swiatek/Breen  (BSW-742)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Error  Coin  Encyclopedia,  The-2nd  Edition  Arnold  Margolis  (BMA-761) 
$24.95  (sftbd) 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  Richard  Snow  (BSN-725)  $79.50  (hrdbd) 
Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth  Kevin  Flynn  (BFL-1 14)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  U.S.  Gold  Coins  David  Akers  (BAK-749) 
$19.95  (hrdbd) 

History  of  United  States  Coinage,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-130) 
$59.95  (hrdbd) 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters  Larry  Briggs  (BBR-800)  $39.95  (sftbd) 


Moxie  Encyclopedia,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-809)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BWI-814/815)  $19.95 
(sftbd)/$3 1 .95  (hrdbd) 

Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-82 1/822) 
$19.95  (sftbd)/$24.95  (hrdbd) 

Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy,  The  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-145) 
$29.95  (hrdbd) 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-200) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-207) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-208) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-202) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-209)  $  1 2.95 
(sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-210) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-206) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  William  S.  Sheldon  (BSH- 100)  $50  (hrdbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  (Autographed  by  Walter  Breen)  William  S.  Sheldon  (BSH- 
101)  $75  (hrdbd) 

Photograde  James  F.  Ruddy  (BRU-414)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 
(BBM-850)  $10.00  (sftbd) 

Silver  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David 
Bowers  (BBM-204)  $149  (hrdbd) 

Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent,  The  Sol  Tayler  (BTA-404)  $  1 9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Clad  Coinage,  The  Ginger  Rapsus  (BRA-511)  $12.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 
307)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857  Howard  R.  Newcomb  (BNE-798) 
$50.00  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Copper  Coins  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-302) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-135) 
$57.95  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece,  The  Michael  Wescott  (BWE-705) 
$14.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Numismatic  Literature,  19th-Century  Auction  Catalogues, 
Volume  One  John  W.  Adams  (BAD-721)  $125  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III  (BPO-100) 
$79.00  (hrdbd) 

U.S.  Three-cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 
303)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a  Numismatist  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-140)  $29.00  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (BBR- 
764)  $100.00  (hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  (BBR-765) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Waterford  Water  Cure,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-422)  $49.95  (deluxe 
hrdbd) 
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United  States  Numismatic  Literature, 
Volume  1,  19th-Century  Auction  Catalogues 

By  John  W.  Adams 


NUMISMATIC 
UTUATUtt  VOLUME  I. 
HTH-CENTURY 
MICTION  CATALOGUES 


MuW.  Adras 


As  this  book  is  out  of  print, 
only  6  copies  remain.  One 
of  the  most  impressive 
reference  books  of  all  time, 
the  author  has  studied 
19th-century  dealers, 
described  their  lives,  and 
listed  their  auction 
catalogues.  271  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BAD-721) 
List  $125 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


\mrrkia  Nuummulu 
iMocialiun 

(TVTEWUl.  HISTORY 


Two  deluxe  volumes 
chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in 
1891.  The  author  analyzes 
the  politics,  personalities, 
and  trends  that  shaped 
America’s  premier  numis¬ 
matic  association.  1,768 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710) 

List  $159 


The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


At  IlluM rated  bv  the 
Garret;  Coifea>on 


Illustrated  in  color  by 
coins  from  the  fabulous 
Garrett  Collection, 
catalogued  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  and  sold  at 
auction  for  $25  million, 
this  volume  covers  all 
series  from  colonials  to 
regular  copper,  nickel, 
silver,  and  gold  issues.  572 
pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130) 
List  $59.95 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market 
(2nd  Edition) 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


A  Handbook  of 

iiM  teg  M 

1907  1933 


Best-seller,  184  pages, 
separate  pages  devoted  to 
each  issue.  Rarity  info 
given  in  several  degrees  of 
Mint  State  preservation, 
hints  and  additional 
collecting  information. 
Illustrated.  Special  Offer: 
HB  version  at  the  SB 


David  W  Aten 


price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749) 
Only  $19.95 


Contains  all  you  need  to 
know:  Buying  and  selling 
coins  effectively;  slabs  and 
certified  coins,  dealers  and 
dealing;  market  and  price 
information,  using  it  to  your 
advantage;  secrets  of 
successful  collecting  and 
investing,  more.  372  pages. 
►  SB  (BBM-353) 

List  $19.95 


The  Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  anthology  of  some  of 


Numismatists  bidsidE 

COMPANION 


Fmtiimc'  »•»*»!»< 


the  best  articles  from  past 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  by  such  authors 
as  Q.  David  Bowers,  Den¬ 
nis  Loring,  Frank  M. 
Todd,  Walter  Breen, 
Bruce  Lorich,  James  F. 
Ruddy,  David  L.  Ganz, 
and  even  one  written  by 
Mark  Twain.  224  pages. 
►  SB  (BBM-200) 

List  $12.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 


LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


This  volume  analyzes  half 
dimes  on  a  year-by-year 
basis  and  goes  far  beyond 
the  Daniel  W.  Valentine 
work  on  the  series.  A  must 
for  anyone  interested  in 
this  series.  1 68  pages,  ex¬ 
tensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105) 

List  $29.95 


GUIDE  TO 
UNTIED^ 
SHIES  A 

Ml 


Describes  each  type  from 
1795  onward,  discusses 
availability,  and  includes 
extensive  research  by  Dr. 
Richard  A.  Bagg.  122  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350) 

List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351) 

List  $19.95 


The  Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Great  reading — an  ideal 


volume  to  take  with  you 
on  a  “lost  weekend”  to 
the  country — articles  by 
many  well-known  authors 
on  various  aspects  of 
American  coinage. 

►  SB  (BBM-207) 

List  $12.95 


Adventures^ 
RARE  COINS  0 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history, 
art,  romance,  and  invest¬ 
ment  aspect  of  coins.  The 
fabulous  California  Gold 
Rush,  the  great  T reasury 
release  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars  in  1962,  dos  and 
don’tsofcoin  investment, 
and  more.  306  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125) 

List  $24.95 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  LViJ  B<»x-r> 


An  excellent  and  exhaustive 
reference  work  covering 
commemoratives  from  the 
19th  century  through 
1991.  768  pages, 

illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-308) 

List  $39.95 

►  HB  (BBM-308A) 

List  $49.95 

►  Del.  Ltd.  Edition 
(BBM-308B)  List  $75 


NuMtsMAtisrsDovwfbWN 

COMPANION 


The  Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Whether  you  are  up  town, 
down  town,  or  around 
town,  this  nifty  collection 
of  articles  by  well-known 
writers  will  involve  you  in 
many  different  aspects  of 
American  numismatics. 
►  SB  (BBM-208) 

List  $12.95 


twttDtYom  va>k*a  s 


Save  fyl  O  fl  ey- !  Take  1  0%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100!  (Off  publisher’s  prices  listed  here.) 
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Numismatists  lakeside 

gOMPANlON 


The  Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  interesting  book, 
packed  with  stories  by  a 
variety  of  well-known 
authors,  including  Ed 
Rochette,  Robert  W. 
Julian,  Michael  Wescott, 
Tom  LaMarre,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Frank  Gasparro, 
John  W.  Adams,  Michael 
Hodder,  J.G.  Macallister, 
and  others.  224  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-202) 

List  $12.95 


SILVER  DOLLARS 

k  m  vi»  i*xj  tni 

UNITED  STATES 


Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  volumes,  over  2,000 
pages!  Offers  data  on 
mintages,  rarity,  grading 
information,  buying  tips, 
and  prices.  Describes  every 
silver  dollar  issue  ever 
minted,  from  early  dollars 
through  modern  com- 
memoratives. 

►  HB  (BBM-204) 

List  $149.00 

*  Please  add  $7  shipping  and  handling 


United  States  Three-cent  and  Five-cent 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


United  Stain 
Tlw#*-C«nl  and  Rve-Cani 
Piece* 


An  inside  view  of  these 
series.  Sleepers,  stories 
behind  rarities  such  as  the 
fabulous  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel  and  the 
unique  1 870-S  half  dime 
are  recounted.  168  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-303) 

List  $9.95 


The  Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

You  don’t  have  to  sail  to 
enjoy  this  great  anthology 
of  articles  by  famous 
numismatic  writers, 
covering  topics  ranging 
from  the  famous  1913 
nickel,  to  the  coin  market, 
to  how  to  enjoy  collecting. 
►  SB  (BBM-209) 

List  $12.95 


United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 
Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Valuable  information  on 
sleepers,  unrecognized 
rarities,  good  buys,  plus 
information  concerning 
design,  distribution,  and 
other  valuable  facts.  Major 
design  types  from  1793  to 
date  illustrated  and 
completely  described,  256 
pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-307) 

List  $9.95 


VIRGIL  BRAND 
The  Man  and  His  Era 


This  award-winning 
volume  details  the 
fascinating  and  almost 
unbelievable  life  ofVirgil 
Brand  (1862-1926)  and 
how  he  became  known  as 
“the  world’s  greatest  coin 
collector.”  248  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound 

(BBM-140) 

List  $29.00 


The  Numimatist’s  Traveling  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  fascinating  collection  of 
Numismatist's traveun G  interesting,  absorbing, 

COMPANION  and  valuable  articles  on 

numismatics,  ranging 
from  investment  to  hu¬ 
man  interest  items. 

►  SB  (BBM-210) 

List  $12.95 


,  <  s  '■/.  /  ' 

VOlUMt  Sl» 

EoffSiirTO^WEliS 


United  States  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


United  Staten  Copper  Coins 


An  Action  (mUt 


Half  cents,  large  cents,  small 
cents,  and  two-cent  pieces 
are  discussed  in  detail  and 
all  major  types  are  illus¬ 
trated.  Why  is  it  rare?  Why 
is  it  priced  as  such?  Which 
issues  are  sleepers?  176 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-302) 

List  $9.95 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various 
styles  ofProofs,  and  more. 
Year-by-year  analysis. 
Detailed  discussions  of 
Proof  sets,  scarcities  and 
rarities,  and  pedigrees  of 
classic  issues.  338  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765) 

List  $29.95 


Numismatists  weekend 

COMPANION 


The  Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Articles  on  topics  ranging 
from  Vermont  coppers  to 
historical  medals  to 
controversial  commem- 
oratives.  You  will  enjoy 
this  book  whether  you 
read  one  article  at  a  time 
or  the  whole  volume.  224 
pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-206) 

List  $12.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia 
of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 


United  Stases  Gold  Coins 

An  Illusira-ed  M:st«ry 


Illustrated  by  pieces  from 
the  fabulous  Louis  Eliasberg 
Collection,  which  the  au¬ 
thor  catalogued  and  sold  at 
auction  for  $12.4  million. 
Readable  and  informative. 
All  you  want  to  know  about 
America. i  gold  coins.  415 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-135) 

List  $57.95 


WU.TIIK  IIKI  I  \> 

i  own  i  it 

KNCYl  . 1,01*1. IM  \ 

HI 

I  ,S.  \MI  I  HI  .ONI.  VI 

CO  I  v> 


Every  American  issue 
from  the  earliest  days 
onward  is  discussed. 
Virtually  a  numismatic 
library  all  in  one  book!  An 
absolute  must  for  every 
numismatic  library, 
beginning  or  advanced! 
754  pages,  profusely 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764) 

List  $100.00 


Save  Money!  Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100!  (Off  publisher’s  prices  listed  here.) 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Brings 


LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 


Ail  the  facts  concerning 
Liberty  Seated  quarters 
from  the  first  issue  in  1 838 
to  the  last  in  1891. 
Characteristics  ofstriking, 
details  of  die  varieties, 
rarity  in  various  grades, 
collecting  hints,  and 
more.  265  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-800) 

List  $39.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Washington  Quarters 

By  John  Feigenbaum 


The  Complete  Guide  to 

- - 

Washington 

Quarters 


This  book  contains  much 
information  concerning  the 
history  of  the  series,  major 
design  changes,  George 
Washington  medals,  altered 
and  counterfeit  coinage, 
grading,  undervalued  coins, 
sleeper,  and  the  like.  Over 
160  pages,  profusely  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  SB  (BFE-113) 

List  $16.95 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowen 


H  A  S  t  , 


Guide  ??U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


Mk  hdt*!  I  Hodder 
•j*  Q.  David  Bowers 


An  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins 
with  complete  and  con¬ 
cise  information  regard¬ 
ing  all  silver  and  gold 
issues,  from  the  1848 
CAL  quarter  eagle  to  the 
modern  1991  issues.  An 
essential  quick  reference 
guide.  165  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309) 

List  $14.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  VZA  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 


A  companion  to  the  ANA 
History.  Studies  by  John 
W.  Adams,  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  Walter  Breen,  Kenneth 
E.  Bressett,  Mrs.  Elvira 
Clain-Stefanelli,  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.,  Robert  W.  Julian, 
Eric  P.  Newman,  and  An¬ 
drew  Pollock  III.  372 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 

Vastly  expanded  3rd  edi- 


pages,  ill. 

►  'HB  (BAN-711) 

List  $65 


The  Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb 


tion.  Hundreds  of  varieties 
of  U.S.  coins  described  and 
shown  in  photos,  enabling 
the  reader  to  “cherrypick” 
rarities  among  “ordinary” 
coins.  344  pages.  Profusely 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110) 

List  $24.95 

►  SPIRAL  BOUND 
(BFI-111)  List  $29.95 


Collection,  and  how  it 
was  formed  over  several 
generations,  from  Liberty 
Holden  in  the  19th 
century,  to  R.  Henry 
Norweb,  Jr.  Dozens  of 
full-page  plates  of  prize 
American  coins.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145) 
List  $29.95 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 


By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 


Reprint  of  this  19th- 
century  classic.  Details 
colonial,  state,  and  early 
American  coins,  the 


history,  legislation 
pertaining  to  them, 
collecting,  comments,  etc. 
This  reprint  edition  also 
includes  modern  com¬ 
ments  by  Eric  P. 
Newman.  378  pages,  ill. 
►  HB  (BCR-271) 

List  $45.00 


A  complete  guide  to  two- 
cent  doubled  dies, 
repunched  dates,  clashed 
dies  and  overdates.  Covers 
the  history  of  the  series,  how 
varieties  are  made  and  which 
are  the  most  collectable  as 
well  as  dollar  value  and  rar¬ 
ity.  112  pages.  Over  350 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114) 

List  $19.95 


This  new  reference  work 
includes  a  thorough  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  history 
of  the  series,  pattern  and 
trial  pieces,  Proof  and 
specimen  coins,  error 
coins,  grading  and  rarity 
information,  and  date 
and  mint  analysis  of  all 
known  varieties.  Nearly 
400  photographs. 

►  SB  (BLA-106) 

List  $24.95 


American  Numismatic  Literature 

By  Charles  E.  Davis 


Quality  hardbound 
edition  limited  to  550 
copies.  The  author  has 
studied  auction  cat¬ 
alogues,  price  lists, 
numismatic  books  of  the 
past  two  centuries,  and 
has  reported  auction  sale 
values.  218  pages. 

►  HB  (BDA-723) 

List  $85.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes 

By  David  W.  Lange 


INI  COMPLETE  OUIDI  TO 


WALKING 
LIBERTY 
HALF  DOLLARS 


Complete  date  and 
mintmark  analysis,  grading 
information,  rarity  rating  by 
date  and  grade,  pricing 
guidelines,  and  the  history 
of  the  series.  1 54  pages,  with 
280  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107) 

List  $29.95 


me  COMPLETE  WWIDI  TO 

'  '  . .  ~  ~  ~r-33? 


MERCURY 

DIMES 


Expansive  insight  into  the 
Mercury  dime  series, 
including  date-by-date 
evaluations  and  inform¬ 
ative  chapters  on  errors, 
patterns,  price  history, 
and  more.  In  short, 
everything  you  need  to 
know  about  Mercury 
dimes. 

►  SB  (BLA-108) 

List  $29.95 


Save  M  oney!  Take  1 0%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $  1 00;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $  1 00!  (Off  publisher  s  prices  listed  here 
page  go  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  10< 


BOOKS 


sale 


■■■ 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Dimes 

By  David  Lawrence 


A  detailed  analysis  of  all 
issues  from  1 892  to  1 9 1 6, 
with  a  page  or  more  given 
to  each  date  and 
mintmark.  A  great  guide 
for  anyone  interested  in 
the  series.  Pricing,  rarity, 
grading —  it’s  all  here! 

►  SB  (BLA-101) 

List  $23.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 


(AftLY  MAI* 
DOHA! 

Oil  VAItITItt 


Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery 
pieces  enlarged  two 
diameters.  New  sections 
and  information  include 
data  on  Condition  Census, 
pictorial  grading,  design 
types,  and  much  more.  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV- 100) 

List  $59.95 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 


A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst  of  the  classic  work 
by  William  S.  Sheldon. 
Over  60  photographs  of 
large  cents,  with  plates  of 
12  new  varieties  discov¬ 
ered  since  1965.  340 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BSH-100) 

List  $50.00 

►  Autographed  HB 
(BSH-101) 

List  $75.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 


Barber  half  dollars 
discussed  on  a  date-by- 
date  basis,  illustrating 
each  issue,  rating  rarity, 
and  comments  on  strike, 
lustre,  and  more.  112 
pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102) 

List  $24.95 


United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
(Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers) 

This  book  completely  up¬ 
dates  and  revises  the  U.S. 
pattern  coin  series,  giving 
market  values  (an  extensive 
reporting  of  auction 
prices),  historical  informa¬ 
tion,  die  variety  details,  and 
rarity  ratings.  524  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100) 

List  $79.00 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  Snow 
(edited  by  Chris  Pilliod) 


This  book  contains  more 
information  than  you  ever 
dreamed  existed  about 
Indian  cents.  It  aids  in 
the  identification  of 
repunched  dates,  some 
rare  overdates  and  other 
items.  An  absolute  neces¬ 
sity. 

►  HB(BSN-725) 

List  $79.50 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia-2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold  Margo lis 


The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 


The  author,  one  of  the 
best-known  experts  in  the 
field  of  error  coins, 
discusses  everything  to  do 
with  minting  and  mint 
errors — including  the 
minting  process,  how 
coins  are  struck,  how  mint 
errors  are  produced, 
different  types  of  mint 
errors,  etc.  370  pages,  ill. 
►  SB  (BMA-761) 

List  $24.95 


The  volume  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the 
composition  of  the  new 
clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates.  The  book  also 
includes  data  on  clad  coins 
in  circulation  and 
collections.  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511) 

List  $12.95 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 

A  new  edition  of  this 


Silver  6 
Comme 


classic  work  on  American 
commemoratives.  Detail¬ 
ed  information  on  com¬ 
memorative  coins  from 
1892  to  date,  plus  much 
other  useful  data.  386 
pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742) 

List  $29.95 


United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

Reprint  of  this  classic 
work.  The  standard 
reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798) 

List  $50.00 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 


Designated  an  official 
grading  guide  by  the  ANA. 
All  series  are  covered,  half 
cents  through  double  eagles. 
Also  contains  information 
concerning  cleaning  coins, 
preserving  them,  recog¬ 
nizing  Matte  Proofs,  and 
other  data.  208  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB 
(BRU-414)  List  $9.95 


THE  ITANDAtO  GUIDE 
TO  THE  UNCO  LX  CENT 


M  taHar  KA 


Packed  with  new,  up¬ 
dated  information  on 
every  coin  in  the  series — 
including  13  pages  de¬ 
voted  to  1943  copper 
cents  alone!  Includes  his¬ 
toric  information,  recent 
auction  sales  figures,  and 
population  data  for  Mint 
State  and  Proof  coins. 
Over  300  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BTA-404) 

List  $19.95 


Save  Money!  Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100!  (Off  publisher’s  prices  listed  here.) 
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BOOKS 


for  sale 


The  United  States  Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece: 

A  Date-By-Date  Analysis  and  History 

By  Michael  Wes  con 

The  first  full-length  study 
of  the  nickel  ever  pub¬ 
lished.  Walter  Breen 
writes  in  the  introduction, 
“Michael  Wescott  taught 
me  facts  about  nickels  I 
hadn’t  known  even  after 
30  years  of  studying  this 
series.”  192  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  SB  (BWE-705) 

List  $14.95 


LIBERTY 
SEATED 
HALF  DOLLARS 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

By  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert 

The  new  release  on  this 
popular  series  contains  a 
date-by-date  analysis,  in¬ 
cluding  history,  rarity,  and 
market  prices  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  half dollar.  This 
234-page  ill.  hardcover 
will  make  a  fine  addition 
to  any  numismatic  refer¬ 
ence  library. 

►  HB  (BBU-110) 

List  $69.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 


Charlotte  Mint 
Gold  Coins: 
18581861 


This  book  discusses  each 
and  every  Charlotte  Mint 
gold  coin,  including 
characteristics,  rarity,  and 
numerous  other  factors. 
A  standard  reference  in 
the  field.  Highly 
acclaimed.  140  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BWI-812) 

List  $14.95 


New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 


New  Orleans  Mint 

Odd  G 

IN  IW 


oo 


Focuses  on  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  and  the  gold 
coins  struck  there.  Char¬ 
acteristics  of  each  issue, 
by-grade  rarity  ratings, 
Condition  Census  listings 
and  more.  Over  200 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BWI-814) 

List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-815) 

List  $31.95 


The  Moxie  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Ifyou  enjoy  history,  nostal¬ 
gia,  and  old-time  photos  of 
soda  parlors,  carnivals,  and 
fairs,  or  want  to  read  one  of 
the  great  success  stories  in 
business — then  this  book, 
about  a  soft  drink  that  once 
outsold  Coca-Cola,  is  a 
must.  760  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-809) 

List  $19.95 


Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


NICKELODEON 
,  THEATRES  } 


All  about  the  ornately 
fronted  theatres  of  the  1900- 
1915  years,  plus  hundreds 
of  illustrations  of  early  film 
stars,  theatres,  and  so  on.  A 
great  book!  212  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-821) 

List  $19.95 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-822) 
List  $24.95 


The  Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 

This  120  page,  profusely 
illustrated  volume  covers 
the  picture  post  cards  pro¬ 
duced  by  Alphonse  Mucha, 
acknowledged  master  of  art 
nouveau.  Each  post  card  il¬ 
lustrated  is  worthy  of  an  art 
gallery!  Avery  popular  book 
which  has  been  acclaimed 
in  the  world  of  an,  antiques, 
and  old-time  post  cards. 

►  SB  (BBM-850) 

List  $10.00 


The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


An  inquiry  into  counter- 
stamped  coins  of  the  mid 
1 800s.  The  author  focuses 
on  the  history  of  one  estab¬ 
lishment  in  rural  Maine, 
discussing  the  h  istory  of  the 
water  cure  while  also  paint¬ 
ing  a  picture  of  life  there. 
224  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422) 
List  $49.95 


SUPER 

SPECIALS! 

( while  supplies  last) 

VIDEOS 

Detecting  Counterfeit  and  Altered 
U.S.  Coins:  A  Video  with 
J.P.  Martin 
Video  (BVI-802) 

List  $39.95 
Special  Net  $29.95 

Grading  of  Mint-State  U.S.  Coins 

Narrated  by  J.P.  Martin 

Video  (BVI-803) 

List  $39.95 
Special  Net  $29.95 

BOOKS 

Pioneer  Gold:  Auction  Analysis 

by  Jerry  Kimmel 

Spiral  Bound  (BKI-750)  List  $39.95 

Special  Net  19.95 

The  Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

by  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 

Softbound  (BVA-707)  List  $49.95 

Special  Net  $29.95 

Hardbound  (BVA-708)  List  $69.95 

Special  Net  $39.95 

■Jk 

Adventures  with  Rare  Coins 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Hardbound  (BBM-126)  List  $24.95 
Factory  Seconds 

Special  Net  $15.00 


Save  Money!  Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100!  (Off  publisher’s  prices  listed  here. 
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AUCTION  CATALOGUES 


an— a 


The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues  were  issued  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  and 
its  successor,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  Each  includes  a  list  of  prices  realized. 

■  GARRETT  COLLECTION  AUCTION  CATALOGUES  (1979-1981)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-501)  $69.00.  Features  the  1804  silver  dollar,  three  Brasher  doubloons,  colonial  coins, 
U.S.  regular  issues,  and  other  items — which  crossed  the  auction  block  for  $25  million! 

■  CONNECTICUT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  M.  VERNON  SHELDON 
COLLECTIONS  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-515)  $8.00. 

■  GEORGE  D.  HATIE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-518)  $8.00. 

■  MARCUS  J.  BROWN  ESTATE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-521) 
$8.00.  A  large  offering  of  U.S.  coins  in  various  categories. 

■  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  I  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-525)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-526)  $25.00.  A  classic  sale! 

■  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-541)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $25.00.  Includes  many  rarities,  especially  in  the  gold 
series.  Classic! 

■  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ARTHUR  SIPE  AND  EVERETT  W.  NESS  (1983) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-531)  $8.00.  The  collection  of  Arthur  Sipe,  past  president  of  the  ANA, 
and  Everett  W.  Ness. 

■  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  RUDY SIECK  &  ROY  HARTE  ( 1 984)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
535)  $8.00. 

■  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ADMIRAL  OSCAR  H.  DODSON  AND  RICHARD  L. 
COLLIER  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-545)  $8.00. 

■  THE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-550)  $8.00. 

■  THE  LEE  F.  HEWITT  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-551)  $8.00. 

■  THE  MILTON  G.  COHEN  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-553)  $8.00. 

■  THE  HOKE  S.  GREENE  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-558)  $8.00. 

■  RARE  COINS  FROM  THE  ABE  KOSOFF  ESTATE  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-560) 

$8.00. 

■  HAWAIIAN  CONSIGNMENT  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-562)  $6.00. 

■  THE  EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-564)  $8.00.  Del.  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-565)  $25.00.  U.S.  coins,  tokens,  encased  postage  stamps,  colonials, 
paper  money,  and  ancient  coins. 

■  THE  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-569) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-570)  $25.00.  U.S.  half  dimes,  plus  gold  coins, 
commems,  and  silver  dollars. 

■  THE  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  LEIDMAN  (1986)  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
572)  $25.00. 

■  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-573) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-574)  $25.00. 

■  THE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-575)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-576)  $25.00.  A  superb  offering  of  the  gold  coins  of  Harry 
Einstein. 

■  THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE  DR.  CHARLES  W.  INGLE 
COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock No.  BBM-577)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock No.  BBM-578) 
$25.00. 

■  THE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH  &  THE  HARVEY  E.  SMITH 
COLLECTIONS  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-579)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.BBM- 
580)  $25.00. 

■  THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION  (1987)  (StockNo.  BBM-581)  $8.00.  Del. 
HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-582)  $25.00. 

■  THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER  COLLECTION  (1987)  (StockNo. 
BBM-585)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-586)  $25.00. 

■  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-589)  $15.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-590)  $50.00.  A  treasure  trove  of  numismatic  information! 

■  THENORWEB COLLECTION,  PART II  (1988)  (StockNo.  BBM-599)  $15.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-600)  $50.00.  Many  different  U.S.  coins;  silver,  gold,  and 
colonials. 

■  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-605)  $1 5.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-606)  $50.00. 

■  THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE  (1987)  (StockNo.  BBM-591)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock 
No.  BBM-592)  $25.00. 

■  THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-593)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-594)  $25.00.  Many  desirable  U.S.  coins 
from  colonials  to  gold. 

■  THE LLOYD M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1988)  (StockNo.  BBM-595) 


$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-596)  $25.00. 

■  THE GUIA COLLECTION  (1988)  (StockNo.  BBM-597)  $10.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No. 
BBM-598)  $25.00.  I  he  most  valuable  collection  of  world  gold  ever! 

■  THE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHT  COLLECTIONS  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-601) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (StockNo.  BBM-602)  $25.00.  Patterns,  Proofs,  a  $47.71  Kohler  ingot;  paper 
money. 

■  THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  JR.  &  GLENN  SMEDLEY  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-603)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (StockNo.  BBM-604)  $25.00.  Two  important  collections  of  rare 
U.S.  patterns,  commemoratives,  gold  coins,  and  other  numismatic  specialties. 

■  THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION  (1988)  (StockNo.  BBM-607)  $8.00.  Del. 
HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-608)  $25.00.  An  important  offering. 

■  THE  ESTATE  OF  BYRON  F.  JOHNSON,  JR.  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-609)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-610)  $25.00.  Many  important  U.S.  rarities  and  world  coins. 

■  FOUR  LANDMARK  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-61 1)  $8.00.  Del.  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-612)  $25.00.  Offered  are  U.S.  rarities,  tokens,  store  cards  and  more! 

■  THE  BROOKS  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-613)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock 
No.  BBM-61 4)  List:  $25.00.  A  wonderful  selection  including  gold  coins  andsilver  dollars. 

■  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DR.  NELSON  PAGE  ASPEN— THE  1989  ANA  CONVEN¬ 
TION  SALE  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-615)  $10.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-616) 
$25.00. 

■  THE  KISSEL  AND  VICTORIA  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (StockNo.  BBM-617)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-618)  $25.00. 

■  THE  SACCONE  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-619)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock 
No.  BBM-620)  $25.00  A  varied  offering  of  American  coins. 

■  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  R.H.  GORE,  JR.  AND  DENNIS  IRVING  LONG  (1990) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-621)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-622)  $25.00  Two  important 
collections. 

■  SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BOYD,  BRAND  &  RYDER  COLLECTIONS  (1990) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-623)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-624)  $25.00  Superb  U.S.  coins. 

■  THE  SUSSEX  COLLECTION  (1990)  (StockNo.  BBM-625)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (StockNo. 
BBM-626)  $25.00.  Superb  coins  from  an  old-time  holding. 

■  THE ROBERT W.  RUSBAR COLLECTION  (1990)  (StockNo.  BBM-627)  $8.00.  Del. 
HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-628)  $25.00. 

■  THE  GREENWICH  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-631)  $8.00.  Del.  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-632)  $49.00.  Features  an  old-time  cabinet  of  U.S.  gold  pieces  from  1790 
on. 

■  THE  MARVIN  P.  MATLOCK,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-633) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-634)  $25.00.  Features  a  collection  of  Liberty  Head  double 
eagles. 

■  THE GEORGE N.  POLIS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (StockNo.  BBM-635)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-636)  $25.00.  Highlighted  by  an  vast  collection  of  ancient  Roman 
coins. 

■  THE  ANA  1891-1991  CENTENNIAL  AUCTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-637)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-638)  $99.00. 

■  THE  FRONTENAC  SALE  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-639)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No. 
BBM-640)  $25.00. 

■  THE  BRILLIANT  AND  SIECK  COLLECTIONS  (1992)  (Stock  No.  BBM-64 1 )  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-642)  $49.00. 

■  THE  SPRING  QUARTETTE  SALE  (1992)  (Stock  No.  BBM-643)  $8.00.  Del.  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-644)  $49.00. 

■  THE  SOMERSET  COLLECTION  (1992)  (StockNo.  BBM-645)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock 
No.  BBM-646)  $49.00. 

■  THE  WITHAM  AND  SANSOUCY  COLLECTION  (1992)  (Stock  No.  BBM-647) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-648)  $49.00. 

■  THE  ROBERT  W.  MILLER  COLLECTION  (1992)  (StockNo.  BBM-649)  $8.00.  Del. 
HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-650)  $49.00. 

■  THE  JOHN  VAN  ARSDALL  AND  ANTELOPE  VALLEY  SILVER  DOLLAR  COL¬ 
LECTION  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-652)  Del.  HB  $49.00. 

■  THE  EDMONTON  SAI  F  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-653)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No. 
BBM-654)  $49.00. 

■  THI  STETSON  UNIVERSITY  COLLECTION  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-655)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-656)  $49.00. 

■  THE  TOWER  HILL  COLLECTION  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-657)  $8.00.  Del.  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-658)  $49.00. 

■  THE  DONOVAN  AND  HUDGENS  COLLECTION  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-659) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-660)  $49.00 
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Bowers  and  Merena  Presents  A  Unique  Collecting  Opportunity! 


Bowers  and  Merena 
Limited  Edition  Medals 


Over  the 
past  ten 
years, 

Bowers 
and  Merena 
has  created  a 
most  unique  col¬ 
lection  of  beautiful,  low-mintage 
limited  edition  silver  medals. 

Designed  by  Frank  Gasparro, 
these  medals  are  made  of  one 
ounce  of  .999  fine  silver,  reflect¬ 
ing  the  highest  standards  of  de¬ 
sign,  engraving  and  minting. 


Each 


w.  m 
i/s  Ti 

1  medal 

2:  1 

J 

i  s  a 

bril¬ 

liant 

Proof 

America  ” 


specimen. 
Once  the  pieces  have  been  struck, 
we  destroy  the  reverse  dies,  mak¬ 
ing  these  gems  true  rarities. 

Each  Bowers  and  Merena  medal 
comes  with  our  100%  money- 
back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  Se¬ 
lection  is  limited — order  today! 


r 


Yes!  Please  send  me  the  following 
Bowers  and  Merena  medals: 


□  1983  Virgil  Brand  (486  pcs.) . 

□  1984  Salute  to  the  Olympics  (350 pcs.) 

□  1983  Auc.  Pgm.  w/  1984  Rev  (200 pcs.) 

□  1984  Ronald  Reagan  (700 pcs.) 
i-J  198a  Walter  Mondale  (600 /«  ■>  1 

□  1985  Frank  Gasparro  (320  pcs. ) 

□  1986  President  Uncoln  (280 pcs.) 

□  1986  Jefferson  Davis  (265 pcs.) 

□  1987  George  Washington  (252 pcs.) 

□  1988  Theodore  Roosevelt  (200 pcs.) 

□  1988  Harry  Truman  (200 pcs.) . 


$49.95 
4995 
49.95 
4995 
49.95 
49.95 
4995 
49.95 
4995 
4995 
49.95 

□  1988  George  Bush  (300 pcs. ) .  39.95 

□  1988  Michael  Dukakis  (300 pcs. ) .  39-95 

□  1989  George  Washington  (500 pcs )  39-95 

□  1990  Spirit  of  Uberty  (800 pcs.)  39-95 

□  1991  “America”  (250 pcs.) .  39.95 

□  1992  “America'’  (300 pcs.) .  39-95 

□  1992  Columbus  Discovery  (300 pcs.) .  39.95 

□  1993  B&M  40th  Anniversary  (300 pcs.) .  39.95 

LI  1994  D  Eisenhower  (delivery  in  Dec.)  39.95 


NAME 

ADDRESS  I 

CITY  STATE  ZIP  | 

I  will  pay  for  my  order  by: 

□  Check  (end)  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  AmEx 

CARD  NUMBER  EXP.  DATE  | 

^  Bowers  &  Merena  Medals  •  Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  J 


Terms 

1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our 
Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New 
Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  information  in 
raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these 
will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your 
second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type 
and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold.  Please  add  $3  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $300. 
Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or 
the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid  ac¬ 
counts  at  the  rate  of  1  - 1 12%  per  month  ( 1 8%  per  annum)  after  30 
days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

•  Overnight  delivery  is  available  as  a  special  service  for  established 
customers  For  $  1 0  extra,  coins  will  be  shipped  overnight  express  to 
your  street  address  (sorry,  not  box  numbers)  Ask.  about  our  rates  for 
express  book  shipping.  Please  request  this  when  ordering. 

3’  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
(coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to- 
dealer  transactions,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for 
which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading 
services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed 


of  Sale 

holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular 
item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical  descrip¬ 
tions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer 
and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or 
implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical 
descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a 
period  of  time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to 
1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In 
the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare 
coin  dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a 
replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for 
many  years. 

7 All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the- 
counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and  regional 
conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there. 
We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your 
inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8,  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed, 


is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance  or  quality  of  an 
coin  or  its  price  in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  b 
supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations  ma 
change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  dow 
as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshii 
as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshii 
State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  sped, 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical  error- 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors  which  may  occur. 

Staff  i 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review¬ 
er.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept.— Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist;  Gan 
Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Beth  0.  Piper,  Numismatic  Associate 
Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•  Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew  W 
Pollocklll,  Professional  Numismatist;  Frank  Van  Valcn,  Professions 
Numismatist;  Barbara  Southard,  Chris  Karstedt. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymorr 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  Frank  Van  Valen. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Douglas  Santanielll 
Robin  Edgerly  Boggs,  Roberta  French;  Cathy  Dumont,  Manage 
Photography  Department. 

•Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager ;  Cvnthi 
LaCarbonara,  Lisa  Simons,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Tricia  Tocppu 
Maggie  Kettler,  Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minncrlv. 

•  Publications  Dept. — Doug  Plasencia,  Manager.  Mars’  I  i 

•Accounting  Department — Donald  H  Snyder.  I  .1’ .M 
Controller:  laurel  A.  Morrill,  Pat  Dumas. 
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Coins,  Books,  &  Specials — Rare  Coin  Review  #102 

Page  # 

Stock  # 

Description  of  item 

Quantity 

Price 

* 

Address  &  Payment 


Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  the 
following: 

Name:  _ 

Address: _ 

City:  _  State  _  Zip  _ 

Telephone: _ 

Customer  #: _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

□  Check  □  MasterCard  □  Visa  □  AmEx 

Card  # _ Exp.  Date:  _ 

Signature:  _ 


Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 

RCR  Only 

Domestic 

Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 
Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□  $19.00 

□  $79.00 

□  $135.00 

□  $185.00 

Subtotal  of  items 

Standard  postage  (orders  under  $300) 

$3.00 

Overnight  delivery  (orders  under  $300) 

$10.00 

Total  Enclosed 

Your  coins  will  be  sent  by  first  class  mail;  books  and  supplies  under  separate 
cover  by  special  book  rate.  If  your  wish  this  type  of  delivery  (and  your  order  is  under 
$300),  please  add  $3  standard  postage  to  your  subtotal.  (We  pay  postage  for 
standard  delivery  orders  of  over  $300.)  If  requested,  we  also  offer  overnight 
delivery  to  established  clients  (free,  if  order  is  over  $300,  otherwise  $10).  Send 
your  order  to:  Bowers  and  Merena,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 


To  Order:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 


Fill  Out  Order  Form  On  Other  Side 
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